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SIX BEST MONEY STARS 





Baby Craze as National Sweep \199 ClInUcY (i 


Newest Style Set by Hollywood 


———————— 


Everybody in Hollywood seems to 
be having babies lately. There's a 
perfect passion for maternity out 
there now, just wait and see! It’s 
going to become a fad that will 
sweep the country. Once more 
Hollywood has set a new style. 

Billie Dove, commenting on the 
eclipse of Hollywood's celebrated 
perfume showers by the sudden 
vogue for baby showers instead, 


sees great sociological significance 

in the change. Her limpid large 

eyes wide with the wonder of it all, 
she paused for a moment from the 
light-hearted festivities of her New 

York vacation to make some serious 

predictions. 

‘Not so long ago,’ Miss Dove ex- 
plained, ‘pictures took up the mat- 
ter of economic independence for 
women. Stars were busy acting out 
stories to prove that every girl 
should have a career, that it was 
nobler far to be an office drudge 
than housekeeper to a husband. 

f ‘What happened? Girls went to 
work, because that’s what their 
favorites on the screen were doing. 
Marriage was being kicked around, 
and since no babies should be born 
out of wedlock in pictures nobody 
had them. They didn’t belong. 
They were just an error in the mod- 
ern scheme of screen behavior. 

‘The stars themselves, when they 
had secret longings for baby arms 
around their necks, stifled their ma- 

, ternal instincts out of deference to 
duty to their public. How could 
they have babies in their private 
.lives when their roles on the screen 
were so disapproving. They thought 
they had to be the same kind of 
creatures off the screen as on, or 
they'd break faith with their fans. 
Poor things, they were caught in 
their own nets. 


The Shearer Test 


‘Well, finally a reaily important 
(Continued on page 42) 


Job Needed 


Sydney, Dec. 7. 
For an exploitation stunt a Bris- 
bane theatre playing the film, ‘Mur- 
der by the Clock,’ advertised for a 
man brave enough to sleep in a 


coffin overnight in an undertaker’s 
window. 


Job was applied for by 1,000 men. 


One-Way Dry Debate 


Mexico City, Jan. 2. 
‘Anti-alcoholic hour’ will be staged 


ev ‘ry Saturday noon in all Mexican 
Jails. Prisoners will hear lectures 
Scoring Demon Rum and expound- 
ing advantages of sobriety. State 
Department is sponsoring programs. 
Idea is to return jailbirds to so- 
ciety filled with horror of booze. 











By Cecelia Ager 
+ 





1931’s Best Pictures 





(Alphabetically) 
‘Cimarron.’ 
‘Daddy Long Legs.’ 
‘Little Caesar.’ 
‘Min and Bill.’ 
‘Smiling Lieutenant.’ 
‘Trader Horn.’ 














RKO'S 107, CUT 
ON EXECS ONLY 


A salary cut of 10% placed on the 
eastern end of RKO went into ef- 
fect last week. It takes in depart- 
mental heads only. 

All staff members and office forces 
were exempt from the slice through 
the pleas of the execs for their own 
people. 

In the extensive theatre operating 
department the deduction does not 
affect anyone away from the home 
office, not even division managers. 

It is the single salary cutting so 
far in the show trade that has con- 
sidered the morale of the organiza- 
tion. 


TAIT, EX-CAFE HEAD, 
UNIT MANAGER AT $85 


Los Angeles, Jan, 4. 

Drama and history—and a cork- 
ing feature story for anybody—lie 
behind the venerable John Tait go- 
ing Fanchon & Marco as a unit 
manager at $85 a week. 

Tait had a former San Francisco 
restaurant ana cafe institution, at 
one time world-famous and was in- 
dependently wealthy; met with re- 
verses and is now being groomed 
by Marco for a berth as an F&M 
Idea manager. It was in the famous 
Tait'’s-at-the-Beach in S. F. that 
Fanchon & Marco first got their 
start, 














EX-PENTHOUSE 
John Carpenter, owner of the 
building where ‘the CBS offices are 
located, will convert his penthouse 
in that building to an exclusive nite 
club. 
No floor show. 





6 Best Woman Names 





(Alphabetically) 
Constance Bennett. 
Joan Crawford. 

§ Marlene Dietrich. 
i Greta Garbo. 
Marie Dressler. 
Janet Gaynor. 








Norma Shearer. — 














FILM LEADERS 


Scarcity of Femme Promi- 
nents Decidedly Notice- 
able—No Overburden of 
Male Draws Either—Best 
B. O. Pictures and Direc- 
tors Also Named 








UPS AND DOWNS 





This year, for the first time, the 
three best money pictures of each 
studio have been named for ‘Variety’ 
by their respective distribution de- 
partments and by some of the major 
theatre circuits. From these checks 
and rechecks ‘Variety’ has further 
sifted into the matter to determine 
the six leading pictures, women and 
men stars and directors for 1931 
strictly on a basis of money brought 
into their companies by the films 
and individuals. 

it’s a matter of grosses and not 
profit, with no attempt to name the 
leading sextet in each division in 
the orde~ of their net. They are 
named as groups, and alphabetic- 
ally, rather than individually. The 
paucity of the femme and masculine 
star draw will be found to be some- 
what startling. 

Final selection as to pictures boils 
down to ‘Cimarron’ (Radio,) ‘Daddy 
Long Legs’ (Fox), ‘Little Caesar’ 
(WB), ‘Min and Bill’ (M-G), ‘Smil- 
ing Lieutenant’ (Par) and ‘Trader 
Horn’ (M-G). 

' These biggest grossers are not 
necessarily the top net profit films. 
(Continued on page 14) 


COAST PRINTS QUIET 
ON HAWAII ATTACKS 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
With travel to Honolulu at low 
ebb, steamship companies are bear- 
ing down on coast newspapers to 








keep out reports of several race 
riots on the islands. 
Since September several white 


women have been reported attacked 
by natives. In two instances U. S. 
sailors have participated in the riots 
against the natives. 

Conditions are such that Navy 
officials have advised officers not to 
take their wives to the islands dur- 
ing the forthcoming fleet practice. 

Several newspaper owners on the 
coast are financially interested in 
the steamship lines and in Honolulu 
property. Any space given to the 
disturbances on the islands will 
ruin trans-Pacific travel that so far 
this season has been very anaemic. 

Yourist influx to this coast, which 
generally begins in November, has 
been away off this season. Alli re- 
sorts report that the winter cus- 
tomers are not coming in as fast as 
they did last year. 


+ 
+ 


Vice Crusade by Stations in Calif. 
If Mexican Wave Lengths Bother 





6 Best Directors 





(Alphabetically) 
George Hill. 
Robt. Z. Leonard. 
Mervyn Leroy. 
Chas. F. Reisner. 
Paul Stein. 
William A. Weliman. 


COLLEGES EYE 
PICTURE MONEY 


Los Angeles, Jan, 4, 

Smash biz done by the U. S. C.- 
Notre Dame football picture has 
other colleges with championship 
teams itching to get in on some of 
the ‘easy picture money.’ So far the 
coast has been interested only in 
the U. S. C.-Notre Dame and Tulane 
games, 

A flock of indie producers fell 
over themselves bidding on screen 
rights to the U. 8S. C.-Tulane game 
on New Year's Day. Warners won 
out and photographed the contest 
with regular Warner Brothers 
equipment. It will be released in 
WEB houses, 

Sam Wood, Harry Beaumont and 
Si Masters, partners in the indie 
photographing of the U. S. C.-N. D. 
game, agreed to give 20% of the 
gross to the Knute Rockne memorial 
fund. Warners, however, gave up a 
big percentage of the gross for the 
Rose Bow! game rights. 

U. S. C. is reported slightly peeved 
at the commercial use of its name 
without financial return in the 
Wood-Beaumont-Masters’ venture. 
There is talk that school authorities 
may start suit for damages for a 
consideration simitar to that ar- 
ranged with the Rockne fund, 


MERCHANTS SHOW WAY 


Operate Small Town House Until 
Showman Takes !t 























Royal, Minn., Jan. 4. 

Business men have been operating 
a community theatre here to demo- 
strate that it could be done profit- 
ably. 

They parted with the theatre to 
J. S. Kadrie when given assurance 
that a better house would result. 

Remodeling and redecorating now 
under way. 








6 Best Men Names 





(Alphabetically) 
{ George Arliss 
) Ronald Colman 
Waliace Beery. , 
Maurice Chevalier: 
Clark Gable. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Wilt Rogers. 














Los Angeles, Jan. 4, 

Local radio stations are prepare 
ing to broadcast a vice crusade 
against resorts below the Mexican 
border as a retaliatory measure 
against Mexican stations in the re- 
sort towns which threaten to in- 
terfere with wave lengths of South- 
ern California stations. 

Intended frequencies of some of 
the stations for which Mexican per- 
mits have been issued are so close 
te frequencies of stations in this 
territory that broadcasts from here 
will be affected, local operators 
allege. 

Bitter Recollection 


Back of undercover preparation 
for the campaign is recollection of 
the racket of several months ago 
when one Texas station particular- 
ly, was forced to buy out promoters 
of a_ below-the-border _ station 
which had permits for broadcasting 
over the same wave length. 

If, as indicated, the stations in 
Lower California, which are said to 
be affiliated with gambling and 
liquor interests, interfere with local 
broadcasts, then the crusade will 
be launched. 

As agreed upon by the station 
owners here, crusade is to be along 
the lines of ‘you can’t win,’ etc., 
with figures to show the hundreds 
of thousands of American dollars 
that go yearly below the border for 
gambling, drinking and other forms 
of amusement illegal north of the 
line. 

Campaign will be aimed toward 
an earlier closing of the border 
gates and introduction of a toll 
gate on the road to the resorts, so 
that automobilists will be taxed for 
use of the last mile of state road. 





Mexico City, Jan. 2. 

Protests from patriots against 
permitting the station to function 
are pouring in upon the State De- 
partment and governor of Coahuila 
state urging suppression of radio 
broadcast station XER at Villa 
Acuna, near the U. S. border, 
Complainers’ grief is that the 
station is owned and operated by 
Americerns, all its staff and most of 
the performers are citizens of the 
U. S., and practically all its bread- 
casts are in English. Patriots think 
the entire station should go Mex- 
ican, 


———$—$$—$$ 


SOVIETIZED THEATRE 
NOT RACKETEER-PROOF 


Moscow Dec. 22, 
The police are out to kill off theatre 
speculators. A batch was arrested 
in Leningrad and others are in for 
the same treatment here. 
Most of the arrested are function- 
aries in trade-union and govern- 
ment offices entrusted with the dis- 
tribution of theatre tickets. They 
buy the tickets at reduced rates 
and sell them to theatre goers at 
a profit. 
The 





racket won't last much 





longer. 
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Variety’ Charges Hollywood Daily 


With Stealing 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4, 

Charging that the ‘Hollywood 
Daily ‘Reporter,’ tab trade daily out 
here, has been systematically hfting 
news from ‘Wariety’ every week, the 
publishers of ‘Variety’ started suit 
here last week for an injunction and 
$46,500 damages, plus court costs 
and such other relief as the ccurt 
deems meet and proper. Damage 
claim is per federal copyright 
statute infringement allowance. 

Alleged practice complained of ts 
that with the Tuesday weekly ap- 
pearance on the news stands in New 
York of ‘Variety,’ the ‘Hollywood 
Reporter’ through a_ designated 
agent, or agents, in New York ap- 
propriated trade news and informa- 
tion which ‘Variety’ had gathered 
by costly world-wide organization 
of correspondents, via telegraph, 
cable and mail, and made free use 
of the copyrighted contents of 
‘Variety.’ It is specifically charged 
that with the initial appearance of 
‘Variety’ on Tuesday in New York, 
its news and information, in con- 
densed or other form, was wired or 
phoned to the coast and printed by 
the ‘Hollywood Reporter’ on the fol- 
lowing day, that is on Wednesday, 
sometimes also on Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

Since ‘Variety,’ which is published 
in New York city, owing to the dis- 
tance cannot reach the Coast until 
Fridays, the Wednesday and Thurs- 
Gay editions of the daily ‘Hollywood 
Reporter,’ with their contents mak- 
ing free use in advance of news 
matter from ‘Variety’ were flagrant 
violations of copyright. ‘Variety’ is 
protected and all its rights are re- 
served by copyright and it is so indi 
cated on the title page of each issue, 
every week. 

Technical defendants in suit of 
Variety, Inc. are the Wilkerson 
Daily Corp., Ltd., W. R. Wilkerson, 
publisher-editor of the ‘Reporter’ 
and president of the corporation 
bearing his name, and Frank Pope, 
the tab daily’s managing editor. 

A Trap 

It is detailed in sequence, in the 
complaint filed in the Federal Dis- 
trict Court of Los Angeles, that 
‘Variety’ is an 
trade weekly 26 years in business; 
that the ‘Hollywood Reporter’ is 
comparatively a new publication, 
smaller in size and circulation to 
‘Variety’ and but a year or so in 
business. ‘Hollywood Reporter's’ 
last sworn average daily circula- 
tion statement claimed 3,057 copies. 

Many plagiarisms or lifts by the 
‘Hollywood Reporter’ from the con- 
tents of ‘Variety’ are recounted in 
the complaint to evidence the al- 
legedly weekly systematic practise 
of the ‘Hollywood Reporter's’ news 
stealing. 

One story details a plant by ‘Var- 
fety’ in its issue of Nov. 3, 1931. 
It was a fictitious item having to 
do with the purported return of a 
former executive to an organiza- 
tion. It is set forth in the complaint 
that the said article was copied 
in the following day's issue of the 
‘Hollywood Reporter,’ i.e. on Nov. 
4, 1931. 

Two other suppositious stories 
are cited in the bill of complaint 
to indicate how, within the next. 24 
hours, these same stories, were re- 
printed with all their errors in 
the ‘Hollywood Reporter’ the follow- 
ing day. 
is that the New “York agent or 
correspondent of' the ‘Hollywood 
Reporter’ telegraphs: suth ‘Variety’ 
news ahead for immediate publica- 
tion in the next day’s issue). 

It is further detailed that the 
plaintiff, ‘Variety,’ maintafns an ex- 
pensive cable service with its cor- 
respondents covering é¢very capital 
of the globe, and that these costly 
eabled reports have been copied by 
the defendants and published in the 
‘Hollywood Reporter.’ 

Marked copies of both ‘Variety’ 
and the ‘Hollywood Reporter,’ filed 
with the bill of complaint, allege 
that a most singular series of par- 
allelisms in stories first appearing 
in ‘Variety’ have occurred in the 
‘Hollywood Reporter,’ most often on 
the next day (Wednesday), follow- 
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ADVICE TO THE FAT:— 
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Its News Each Wk 


MASSAY DIRECTING 





English Actor as Megger with Par 
—Wife for Same Co. 

Raymond Massay, British actor, 
in going to Paramount will become 
a director. He leaves this week for 
Hollywood on a four-month direc- 
tor’s contract at $250 per, with usual 
options. If growing cold as a di- 
rector he will return to an actor’s 
role at a higher figure. 

Massay starred recently on Broad- 
and acted several 
one of 
being 


way in ‘Hamlet’ 
them, 
shown 


films in “London, 
‘Speckled Band,’ now 
around on this side. 

Massay’s wife, Adrienne Allen, 
also goes to Paramount. She is 
currently on Broadway, featured in 
‘Cynara.’ Miss Allen will leave for 
Hollywood as soon as the play fades. 


MUSICAL ‘ROSALIE’ WITH 
MARION DAVIES IS SET 


Culver City, Jan. 4. 

Metro’s next musical will be 
‘Rosalie,’ starring Marion Davies 
and starting ih’ March. The Zieg- 
feld show has been given several 
workovers for pictures, the current 
treatment expected to stick. 

Dances will be staged by Cowboy 
Appell. 








Young Legit Stagers 





Paramcunt has. several deals 
hanging for young legit stagers, 
among them Oscar Serlin, William 
Schorr and Arthur Sircom. 

Three expect to close shortly. 





Publicity on Jean’s Illness 
Cost Theatre Heavy Coin 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 4. 
Although local and out-of-town 
papers were full of Jean Harlow’s 
illness here last week, the platinum- 


‘haired girl missed only one show at 
‘the Stanley where she was making | 


personal appearances, 

A lot of publicity which was 
slightly exaggerated, and it didn’t 
make the Stanley feel any too good. 
Headlines in the Saturday (2) aft- 
ernoon journals are credited with 
costing the theatre plenty of coin 
and management was forced to take 
extra space io assure that Miss 
Harlow would ‘positively appear’. 





Sam Berman Again 
Sam Berman is trying it again, 
with Fox. 
He’s a writer. 





Vi Shore Coasthbound 

Viola Shore will trip back to the 
Coast in about 10 days where Par- 
amount can exercise its claim upon 
her if the studio so wishes. 

Should there be no such intent, 
ithe authoress will retyrn to fiction 
‘from which field she launched upon 
‘mental gymnastics for the screen. 





‘ing their original ‘Variety’ publi- 
ication in New York on Tuesdays 

It is set forth that this system - 
atic copying has covered a period of 
several months and that such ‘pub- 
lication and appropriation by de- 
fendants of plaintiff's property has 
been wilfully and maliciously done 
by defendants—for the purpose of 
the pecuniary gain of defendants,’ 
and unless restrained by injunc- 
tion the damage will continue un- 
abated, 

Mott, Vallee & Grant are at- 
torneys for Variety, Inc. 

State Suit Also 

Another action on behalf of ‘Va- 
riety’, brought by the same attor- 
neys and against the same defend- 
ants, was filed in the Superior Court 
of Los Angeles today, 

Same practice of li*ting news by 
‘The Reporter’ is allezed, with com- 
mon law property rights pleaded 
for the state court procedure. Nu- 
merous specific instances of ‘The 
Reporter’ lifting mews from ‘Va- 
riety’ are again cited, 
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WILL MAHONEY 


in Earl Carroll “Vanities” 
The New York “Times” said: 
“Will Mahoney, the king of the 


dancing comedians, dances a med- 
ley. of. tunes on a gigantic xylo- 
phone. To see Will dancing or to 
see him anxiously consult his music 
is to be full of a deep content. This 
is skill as well as humor.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 poten ste» 


INJURED PRESNELL OUT; 
WIFE CRITICALLY HURT 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Robert Presnell, Radio writer, 
who worked on ‘Air Squadron,’ re- 
ceived a double-barrelled Christmas 
jolt when, en route to location, his 
car was hit, severely banging him 
up and critically affecting his wife. 
Mrs. Presnell is still delirious, with 
a brain kink suspected but too de- 
licate for surgical probing. 

At the time of the accident David 
O. Selznick sent a little note of 
confidence and assurance not to 
worry but last week, ten days later, 
Presnell received a curt notification 
he was out. 

Presnell was painfully bruised, 10 
teeth knocked out, one arm broken, 
etc., but compared to his wife’s 
mysterious malady, his troubles are 
relatively minor. 

This is the picture which 








Mrs. 


|Paul H. Sloane abjured her hus- 


band not to direct, fearing possible 
physical complications from the 
aerial daredeviltry. Sloane’s flu 
breakdown in the midst of the as- 
signment unexpectedly achieved his 
wife’s purpose, George Archainbaud 
being switched onto the picture, 


Oakie and Small Still 
Can’t Eliminate Ruggles 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
New. Year’s resolution of Jack 








‘Oakie and his agent, Eddie Small, 


to get out of the contract held 
on Oakie by Wesley Ruggles, or 
better terms, has so far met a 


stonewall. 


As before when Oakie walked out 
of Paramount in an effort to get 
Ruggles to weaken, Ruggles re- 
fused to budge from the original 
‘terms. Oakie and Small want a 
better deal that wouldn’t give Rug- 
gles a cut in on money obtained 
‘from loans to other studios and on 
‘personal appearances, 





MacLean Leaves Radio 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Douglas MacLean is out as asso- 
‘ciate producer for Radio. He leaves 
ifor New York tomorrow (5). 

He'll try to dig up backing while 
iin the east for the purpose of re- 
making several of his old silent pic- 
itures. Idea is that he’ll direet and 
istar in them. 


Couldn’t Fetchit 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Reports along Central avenue are 
that Stepin Fetchit is stranded in 
Oklahoma with his small unit show. 
The lead-footed comic organized 
a 10-piece band, five girls and com- 
pany in New Orleans and had been 

making stands in the water tanks. 


Gallagher and Collier 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Soon as Skeets Gallagher finishes 
in Paramount's ‘Dancers in the 
Dark’ he starts east in a two-act 
with Buster Collier. 
Material was written for the cou- 
‘ple by Charlie Williams. 


Margie White Lands 
Margie White's first legit job on 


her return from talkers will be the 
ingenue lead in the Ziegfeld, Brown 














i& Henderson musical. 





All Out at Par's L. I. Studio When All: 
Stops by Feb, 15 Nex 


Film M 


BROOKLYN ON TRIAL 


Laughed at ‘Dr, Jekyll’—Puzzled 
Paramounters 








The freakiest audience 
reaction in the history of pre-show- 


ings in eastern theatres has Par- 


preview 


amount and other companies won- 
dering. Whether a drama should 
be previewed on the same program 
with a vice versa, or 
whether it’s just that®Brooklyn 
will be Brooklyn. 

Across the bridge they laughed ali 
through Par’s horror feature, ‘Hyde.’ 


comedy, 


‘Sooky’ was programmed as. the 
feature and ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr, 
Hyde’ the surprise. 


If it happens again—this laugh- 
ing at a drama after a comedy— 
Paramountites say they will know 
that Brooklyn can’t control over one 
emotion nightly. 


Bebe Daniels Afraid 
Of Test Broadcast 


Chicago,. Jan. 4. 

About 48 hours before the broad- 
cast was due to go on; Bebe Daniels 
went panicky from advice given her 
on the coast and wired NBC. she 
had decided to withdraw from, the 
Oldsmobile New Yé@ar’s Day. air 
program, Telephonic assurances 
from Paul Whiteman that every- 
thing would come out okay induced 
the picture star to change her mind. 

Friends, among them Lawrence 
Tibbett, had warned her of the 
chance she was taking of being put 
on the spot by the synchronizing 
experiment slated for the show. Miss 
Daniels, in Hollywood, was sched- 
uled to sing to the accompaniment 
of the Whiteman band in the NBC 
studios here. 
vised, had been 
gone awry. 

Upon the request of the NBC 
execs Whiteman got Miss Daniels 
and her husband on the phone and 
explained that even though tne 
stunt was an experiment there was 
nothing to worry about and she 
could depend upon him to see her 
safely through. 





tried before and 


Oldsmobile program, which neces- } 


sitated the use of two specially bal- 
anced telephoned circuits compared 
to the ordinary broadcast’s one, 
was rehearsed for three hours after 
midnight Wednesday (30) to in- 
sure against any mechanical mis- 


U.A. Backing Play 


United Artists is backing Paul 
Streger’s legit play, ‘Jewel Robbery,’ 
due into the Times Square, New 
York, next week (11). Play is by 
Laszlo Fodor and was adapted from 
the Hungarian by Bert Bloch of 
Metro. 

U.A.’s interest in the play comes 
from the fact it is considered an al- 
most perfect Colman script, having 
‘to do with a burglar along Raffles 


Schnitzer Out 


Joseph I. Schnitzer, in New York, 
agreed yesterday (4), with Hiram 
Brown in the RKO offices, on leav- 
ing Radio Pictures. 

Schnitzer has been president of 
the company since its formation. 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 16 (Paris to New York), Eve 
LeGallienne (Europa). 

Jan. 8 (Paris to New York), John 
Graham, Robert Kane, Fred Bacos 
(Bremen). 

Jan. 6 (Paris to New York), Ed- 
ward G. Robinson (Berengaria). 

Jan. 6 (Paris to New York), 
Ernest Schoedsack (Paris). 

Jan. 6 (New York to Genoa) Cur- 
tis Melnitz (Conte Grande). 

Jan. 6 (New York to London): 
Mrs. Betty Bohny (Europa). 

Jan. 6 (London to New York) 
Jaqueline Logan (Berengaria). 

Jan. 5 (New York to London) 
Sam Morris (Europa). 

Dee. 29 (Shanghai to New York), 
Will Rogers (President Taft). 

Dec. 28 (London to New 
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H. M. Harwood ¢yacht ‘Cygne.’) ' 


Feat her friends ad- 
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Astoi la, lL, 
with date 


When the Paramount 
I., studio closes, 


now se 


between Feb, 1 and 15, all will be 
let out, with the single anno inced! 
exception of Hector Turnbull, who 
will transfer to the coast. The 
supervisor-director only lately ore 
ganized himself in a big Long Ise 


land home, which he owns. 
Disposition of James Cowen, in 
charge of Astoria production, is un- 
mentioned at this time, but that he 
will transfer into production or thes; 
atre operation at the home office is) 
believed. Cowen has a contract 
with some time to go. 
Letouts, mostly technical staffs,} 
will be around 100, it is said. Cur. 
rently there are no directors at the 
Astoria plant excepting Stuart 
Walker who is to soon go into pro- 


| 


duction on ‘Misleading Lady,’ with 
Claudette Colbert and Melvyn 
Douglas, last feature to be made 


by Par in the east, 

Writers have been working on a 
picture to picture assignment, with 
studio calling them in for scenario 
work as required, 

If shorts resume at the Astoria 
film factory in the spring, with that 


said to be doubtful at this time, 
Hollywood being favored, some of 
the technical staff and possible 


others will be in line for reinsiate- 
ment. 

At the moment it is said the P-P 
organization is intent on keeping 
the eastern plant closed because it’s 
not economical to operate one east 
and one west, with production thus 
spread between two coasts. 


DISMISS AGENCY SUIT 
AGAINST J. STAFFORD 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Agency suit against Jess Stafe 
ford was dismissed in municipal 
court when the Widman-Woody 





Theatrical Agency was:.conyinced 
that pressing it would lead to a 
jam with the labor commission, 


State labor laws require arbitrae- 
tion of agency differences with 
clients, 

Another labor bureau hearing will 
be given Ralph Widman and Arch 
Woody. gency will keep its lie 
cense but will probably be instructe 
ed to toe the line on the arbitrae 
tion clause in contracts. 

‘Variety’s’ story last week about 


the questioned legality of agents 
suing clients’ resulted in several 
Hollywood agencies instructing 


their attorneys to go thoroughly in- 
to their si oe in the matter. ¥ 


B. 0. Girl’s Parole 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 4. 
Judge James J. Gray handed, 
Mabel Daugherty, former cashier at 
the Fulton, a Xmas present last 
week when he allowed her a parole.. 
Miss Daugherty was sentenced last’ 
October to serve six months to three’ 





years following a charge of larceny,’ 


the result of a misappropriation of 
theatre funds. 

Miss Daugherty was_ involved’ 
with an assistant manager in a re- 
sell ticket scheme said to have cost’ 








the Fulton more than $4,000. She! 
was paroled for three years. vt 
Banks’ Bankroll 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


Monty Banks returned to Holly- 
wood Saturday (2) with an English 
bankroll for indie production pur- 
poses. He has been in England for 
the past two years, acting and di- 
recting. 

Soon as he arrived he 
negotiating for studio space, 


started 





Harry Cohn East 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Harry Cohn left for New York 
Friday for. a conference mont! 


with Columbia home office execs. 

No east-west switch with Jack 
Cohn this time. Sam Briskin will 
sit at the chief's desk during Cohn’s 
absence. 


ROGERS COMING BACK 


Will Rogers is on his way back 
to New York from China. 
He sailed on the President Taft 


Dec. 29 from Shanghai 
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Key to abbreviations: PC (Pictures caught), R (right), W (wrong), 


NEW YORK 


WM. BOEHNEL (World-Telegram)..... 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror) meccecess 


JOHN S. COHEN (Sun) cecccccccceonese 135 88 43 


THORNTON DELEHANTY (Post) 





(This Score Based on 172 


CHICAGO 


PC. R. Ww. oO. Pct. 
136 102 32 2 -750 
cocccsicoe 142 98 31 13 697 
149 104 45 0 692 
119 82 37 0 .689 
4 652 
ecccvesecese 148 $5 45 8 .649 
ecocee 1283 77 39 7 626 
ececcces 104 64 37 3 615 
eccovas, 98 59 2 15 .602 
eccccee 1 18 11 2 .580 
ecccconwccone 98 54 17 27 551 
158 126 32 0 .797 

Pictures) 
coccscee 129 94 35 0 «729 
eccceoerve 106 70 30 6 -660 
evcceose 118 74 37 7 627 
evscsvece 119 72 39 8 .605 
ecoccceese 128 V7 42 9 602 
CYr)ococe 124 67 28 29 540 


Box Score 


ercentage). 


d on 140 Pictures) 








Par’s Eastern Story Board Group 
Broken en Up by Transfers and Notices 


End of Paramount story board, as 
far as the east is concerned, was 
brought about when a long list of 
notices was handed out, effective in 
two weeks. Inside had expected 
the blow off for some time, particu- 
larly in view of the recent coast 
formation of another Par story 
board. 

D. A. Doran and Russell Holman 
remain in Par’s story dept. Some 
members of the same staff, pre- 
viously in other P-P depts., are re- 
turning to their old stands. A. M. 
Botsford, Par story head of the east, 
is presently in Hollywood. 

Pruning of the outgoing crew Is 
attributed in inside circles to Par’s 
new economy program. 

Islin Auster, headquartered at the 
L. L. studio, is among those leaving. 
Others named are B. A. Wohl, Jay 
Gourney and Blanche Collier. Miss 
Collier is said to have been a story 
reaction getter, while Wohl is 
tredited with the idea of reshaping 
old-time classical plots. Ben Kams- 
ler, another given notice, was a 
legit scout. 

Frank Vreeland, who came from 
Par’s publicity department, is ex- 
pected to return there. Al Hirsch 
likewise reported returning to ‘Pub- 
lix Opinion,’ house organ. 

An inside comment offered was 
that another reason possibly effect- 
ins the disbandonment was the con- 
tinual turning down of practically 
every story proffered for considera- 
tion in the east. 


Quillan’s Finale 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Diminishing of the Radio-Pathe 
Payroll is still going on, the latest 
to feel the axe being Eddie Quil- 
lan. Actor leaves the studio after 

finishing the current ‘Girl Crazy.’ 
Quillan is one of the Rooster 
crowd to come over to Radio. Every 
week the number of former Pathe 


— ees on the Radio lot gets 
ess 











Weeks in ‘Devil’s’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Barbara Weeks, borrowed by Fox 
from Sam Goldwyn, goes into her 
third picture in a row for Fox. 


She will do an ingenue in ‘Devil’ 
aaenn g n ‘Devil's 








|New Durante Contract 
From $1,750 to $3,000 


Metro has issued a new contract 
to Jimmy (Schnozzle) Durante, 
tearing up the old ticket which 
ealled for a six month’s renewal 
and issuing a year’s contract with 
options. 

New ticket starts at $1,750 and 
calls for options at $2,500 and $3,000. 


Mix Turns Out Two U 
Westerns and Article 
During Convalesence 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

During his period of convalesc- 
ence, following the operation for 
appendicitis, Tom Mix has emulated 
Irving Cobb and Will Rogers and 
has written a story about his big 
opening. Story will be published 
in pamphlet form and distributed 
to his friends, 

In addition to his original, Mix 
has written two Western stories for 
himself which may be made by 
Universal. So far Mix has okayed 
four of the stories submitted by 
U for his approval. 

The cowboy star claims his hos- 
pitalization has given him a re®% 
that he has wanted to take for the 
past three years. He looks better 
now than he did when he returned 
here following the closing of the 
Sells-Floto circus last fall. 

At that time Mix was suffering 
from both an injured knee and wrist 
which had been bothering him for 
several months. During his con- 
finement, both injured members 
have cleared up. 

His doctors claim that while Mix 
will be able to get out of his home 
within the next week it will be at 
least six weeks before he can ride 
a horse. 


Martan-Smith ‘Act 


Hollywood, Jan. 4, 
Nita Martan from pictures is go- 
ing vaude. Murray Smith, erstwhile 
orch. leader, will be at the ivories. 
Miss Martan auctioned off every- 
thing in her Lake Hollywood drive 
home prior to going east en tour. 
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Top Percentage for N. Y. 
Is .750, for Chi .729— 
Julia Shawell Makes Best 
Advance, Leaping from 
4th to 2d on N. Y. End— 
No Chicago Changes 








LOWER RATINGS 





Second quarter survey of the film 


critics’ standing for the current 


season finds the leadership prac- 
tically unchanged, with William 
Boehnel of the ‘World-Telegram’ 
again topping the New York coterie, 
and Doris Arden of the Chicago 
‘Times’ in the van for her division. 
Chicago ratings stand unchanged 
throughout. 
Relatively the percentage of 
‘rights’ for all contenders in the list 
is slightly down for the period Nov. 
1 to Dec. 26, as compared with rat- 
ings for the previous term of sur- 
vey, May 30-Nov. 1, but changes in 
position have been unimportant. 
One possibly significant feature of 
the new classification is that two 
feminine reviewers in the New York 
field have given way to a non-star 
appraiser, Julia Shawell (‘Graphic’) 
moves up from No. 4 to No. 2, dis- 
placing Bland Johaneson (‘Mirror’), 
former No. 2, and heading Irene 
Thirer (‘News’), previously No. 3. 
Two last named slip back one place 
to third and fourth, respectively. 
Miss Johaneson does not actually 
use a star system in appraising pro- 
duct, but her style calls for a defin- 
ite one-word opinion, which amounts 
to about the same thing in effect. 
Miss Thirer has somewhat com- 
plicated her former system by in- 
troducing new shades of implied 
values, using fractions in her star 
index. ‘Variety’ has weighed these 
fractional values by disregarding 
the split stars. Thus a 2%-star 
verdict is regarded as a two-star 
(or ‘fair’) opinion, 


Lower Percentages 


Tendency toward lower percent- 
ages is common to both the Chicago 
and the New York groups and ap- 
plies especially to the higher brack- 
ets. Tailenders in some cases bet- 
tered their previous ratios of 
‘rights.’ Another tendency that 
stands out conspicuously is that 
there was a distinct falling off in 
‘no opinion’ reviews for the newer 
output. 

In the east, Mordaunt Hall 
(‘Times’) had only eight ‘no opin- 
ions,’ a slight improvement over his 
previous pace of 19. Julia Shawell, 
who made the most positive leap, is 
charged with only two indecisions 
as against 11 for the previous count. 

Throughout the recent survey it 
seems to the compiler that the re- 
viewers did less straddling in their 
views, and it seems probable that 
this new disposition to express posi- 
tive opinions accounts for a better 
showing by the non-star writers as 
against users of the star system, 
which has concededly given the star 
users a considerable edge on con- 
tenders of the non-star technique 
regarding ‘Variety’s’ rating. 





Bow Prefers Privacy 





Hollywood, Jan, 4. 

Clara Bow-Rex Bell honeymoon 
trip to the South Seas around Jan. 
20, discreetly camouflaged as a 
‘short pleasure trip,’ indicates that 
Miss Bow’s Sam Rork-Columbia 
picture deal is cold, 

As are probably any chances for 
a comeback, with Miss Bow not only 
tepid about it but permitting her- 
self to grow comfortably chubby. 

Columbia is reported trying to 
negotiate with Mrs. Bell direct and 
thus get her to work for less than 
the amount called for in her con- 





tract with Rork for Columbia re- 
lease. 
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Ressans Advanced 





Beck Didn’t Know 





Curiously rambling over the 
RKO offices in the Palace and 
Bond buildings, Martin Beck, 
the former Orpheum pres. ran 
into a new looking department. 

“What's this?’ asked Beck. 

‘Exploitation,’ was the reply. 

‘What's exploitation?, said 
Beck, 

‘Exploitation,” 
swer. 

‘I made millions in the show 
business,’ mentioned Beck, ‘and 
ran theatres for 30 years but I 
never heard of exploitation.’ 

No reply. 


M-G Ducks Hays 
Dishonored Ban 
By Book Title 


‘Letty Lynton’ to te made by 
Metro with Joan Crawford starred 
and Clarence Brown directing is 
virtually the stage play, ‘Dishonored 
Lady,’ which Metro previously 
wanted to buy but was halted by a 
Hays office ban. ? 

Both the play, in which Katherine 
Cornell was starred on Broadway, 
and the book, ‘Letty Lynton,’ are 
based on a murder case of a few 
years ago in Scotland in which a 
woman poisoned her sweetheart, 

Warmth of the lines and situa- 
tions brought the ‘must-not’ from 
Hays, when virtually every major 
studio was in the market for the 
play. Metro execs figured that in- 
asmuch as the murder case got 
stage treatment, somewhere a book 
must have been written along the 
same lines and set agents at work 
to find if such a novel existed. 

It was found in ‘Lynton,’ written 
by an English woman, Mrs. Belloc 
Lowndes, who treated the dis- 
honored lady in the case with con- 
siderably more sympathy than she 
was donated in the banned play. 

Metro’s ducking of the Hays’ ban 
parallels the case of ‘Rain,’ which 
couldn’t be made in conjunction 
with the play but was okay as 
‘Sadie Thompson’ from the story on 
which the play was based, 


was the an- 

















NEGRI NOT PLACED 


Verbal Agreement With Old Pathe 
—Depends on New Film? 








Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Future of Pola’ Negri in Holly- 
wood is dependent on reception of 
‘A Woman Commands,’ her Pathe 
picture, which Charles R. Rogers 
took with him to New York. 

Actress’ option with Pathe was 
up Dec. 19. She has but a verbal 
agreement with what’s left of Pathe 
to make more pictures. At Radio, 
studio is reported looking for her 
second story but hasn't decided on 
it. 

Four weeks of work for NBC, 
which Miss Negri was to do follow- 
ing completion of ‘A Woman Com- 
mands,’ was interrupted by her ap- 
pendicitis operation. She is expected 
to fill the engagement, calling for 
four broadcasts, later. 


Amos-Andy Warm? 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Radio is warm once again on an- 
other Amos ‘'n’ Andy feature, it’s 
said. Studio is interested in the 
new colored musical, ‘Lucky Day,’ 
at the Mayan, backed by Rodney 
Pantages, 

Radio has been almost at the 
point of renewing the NBC black- 
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Not Return to Pictures in Big Way 


Why Wm. Fox Will 





Certain active members of the 
Hays organization are positive Wil- 
liam Fox will never return to the 
industry on a scale reaching any- 
where near his last capacity, if re- 
turning at all. Sitting at the Hays 
round table with Fox since Hays 
entered the industry, they offer the 
following analysis: 

William Fox is a one-man show- 
man. Digging into this they point 
out that Fox would be virtually the 
sole showman at Wirectors’ meetings 
of the Fox organization; that he 
would soon tire of trying to edu- 
cate bankers in and to his ways; 
and, that it is doubtful whether he 
could convince all of the board at 
any one time of his ideas. 

Times have changed. On this 
score they point out that when 
Fox sold out the industry was just 
reaching over the height of its suc- 
cess; that those were the days when 
a bond would tie up a theatre; 
that no one worried about bills and 
no one outside, so far as pictures 
were concerned, worried about them 
either, 














The Banking Load 
Changing the present Fox direc- 
torate would not make any differ- 
ence: Under this line they point 
that if William Fox were able to 
move out all of the Chase interests 
it would simply mean that he would 
have to move in another set of 
bankers, 

Agreement with the bankers: 
Herein is seen that the Chase in- 
terests could easily lift the ban pro« 
hibiting Fox from returning to pice 
tures from five years dating the 
original agreement. But Fox take 
ing orders or having his orders reg- 
ulated and edited would not be the 
original William Fox, 


Bert-Bernice Wheeler in 
Property Settlement 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Property settlement being drawn 
up between Bert and _ Bernice 
(Speer) Wheeler confirms the 
sundry tiffs and splits the couple 
has had in the past month, Ine 
compatability. 
Married four years, couple have a 
daughter, Patricia. They have given 
up their Malibu beach house and 
taken separate apartments. 

Wheeler and Robert Woolsey, his 
partner, are leaving April 15 on an 
Oriental tour, their pictures going 
very big in the Far East, with f@ 
idea given them by Joe Fisher, the 
Singapore showman, who was here 
last f@ll on the final lap of a world 
tour. Fisher arranged the tour. 
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WB 
Line Up Laid 


Theatres in New Operating 
Down by Bernhard 





With a real estate operator, Joe 
Bernhard, in charge of the entire 
theatre circuit, Warners has con- 
scripted Jack Cohen of their legal 
department to take active charge of 
the WB Broadway houses. 

Regular theatre operators in the 
company have been relegated to 
separate posts. Moe Silver is as- 
signed to a small sliver of houses, 
called the west, but with nothing to 
do with WB houses on the coast and 
taking in only theatres west of 
Pittsburgh to the Mississippi. Ed- 
ward Peskay has the most impor- 
tant Warner theatre district, the 
eastern territory. 

It is reported of Bernhard that 
during a period of nine months, 
the total time he has been with the 
company, he smoothed Warner the- 
atre commitments and leases to 
one tenth of the original figure they 
called for for a cash outlay in 1931. 
It amounted to payments of $1,- 
000,000 in cash whereas the War- 
ners had expected to pay out much 
more on a total $11,000,000. For 
1932 and a somewhat similar realty 
condition, Bernhardt has asked for 
the light allotment of $400,000. 

To carry on this economy, 
all thought of circuit 
denied, is the reason, for the 
Brothers conscripting Bernhard, 
and he in turn is leaning on Cohen. 
Latter has had some theatre experi- 
ence, having had an interest in the 
40 Warner Equity theatres which 


with 
liquidation 


the Stanley Company took over 
about 2% years ago. 
Cabinet 

Other than appointing his cabi- 

net which includes also Dave 

Weschner remaining in the pub- 


licity and advertising chair for the 
circuit, and Clayton Bond continu- 
ing ..»s film booker and buyer, Bern- 
hard is going to acquaint himself 
with conditions out in the field be- 
fore altering to any extent the gen- 
eral policy which has existed, 
Bernhard around Jan. 15 will 
commence the first of a series of 
tours. It is expected that the same 
will not be completed before late 
in the spring when the new op- 
erator will then effect changes, 


80 Vaude Houses? 


As things now stand there is a 
possibility that the number of WB 
theatres playing vaudeville may be 
increased from the present 40 to 8v. 
_ On realizing economy through 
cutting salaries and putting in in- 
ferior help Bernhard is understood 
as thoroughly opposed. Where a 
theatre has been flopping and yei 
holds possibilities through a build- 
up, Bernhard is reported agreeable 
to spend extra money for such pur- 
pose. 

Theatres deemed officially dead- 
wood will be closed and disposed of, 
it is also said, 

Bernhard has started systematiz- 
ing his cabinet. Every morning 
there is a meeting at which the 
events of the day are programmed. 
These meetings - are reported to 
never exceed a half hour and the 
pow-wow is devoid of the usual 
preamble. 

Harry Charnas, who occupied the 
Broadway throne and now has a 
title instead, and Dan Michaelove, 
former head of the entire circuit, 
are not included in the Bernhard 
advisory force. 





COLDSTONE’S ANGEL BIZ 
HAS HIM INDIE AGAIN 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Phil Goldstone, now the main 
bankroll for idie producers on the 
coast, will get back into indie pro- 
duction himself early this year. 
Goldstone figures on a series of fea- 
tures costing around $160,000, aim- 
ing for a spot on major programs. 
None lined up yet. 

Since leaving Tiffany six month. 
ago, Goldstone has been in produc- 
tion only as uncle. 


Boyd’s 2d RKO Action 


Baltimore, Jan. 4. 

J. Cookman Boyd, local RKO 
stockholder who started receiver- 
ship proceedings against the picture 
corporation .before the recent re- 
organization .meetings in this city 
is still mad_and up at 'em. 

Boyd filed an additional bill of 
complaint in Circuit Court here last 
week. RKO has until Jan. 9 to an- 
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PAT POWERS OFFERED 
TO OPERATE RKO 


Pat Powers is reported one of the 
many who have offered to operate 
RKO if a new head of that company) 
should be selected. Powers is said 
o have gone right on up in his quest 
to Owen D. Young. 

Powers’ background as presented 
by him, according to the story, is 
that once he was interested in FBO 
a picture company included in the 
absorption of the Keith Circuit by 
RKO, besides the many other pic 


ture ventures Powers got into and 
out of with more or less speed up 
to a few years ago. 


Pat hooked in on the RKO thing 
it is said, through finagling for a 
Trans-Lux theatre in the Greybar 
building. Running RKO may have 
come as an afterthought to Patrick 


TED YOUNG'S UNTIMELY 
DEATH WITH NEW YEAR 


First important casualty of the 
New Year is that of Theodore C 
Young, heud of the real estate de- 
partment of Paramount-Publix, who 
met a shocking death by accident 
and drowning at 6 a. m. Saturday 
morning (2), when he inadvertent], 
drove his car off a stringpiece int« 
Reynolds Channel, near Long Beach 
L. I. Mr. Young was 46 and had 
been with j’aramount at the head ol 
the real estate division since 1915, 
when he moved ever from the Cros: 
& Brown realty company. 

It is believed Young would 
escaped his untimely fate had he 
not suffered a blow on his heac 
when the car, falling into the water 
on its top, had not rendered him 
unconscious or semi-unconscious 
The windshield was broken as 
though kicked through when the 
ear was found, but it is thought 
this may have occurred when it fell 
into the Sound. That Young was 
struck a severe blow on his head 
was indicated by his crushed derb: 
which was half down over his head. 
when found. 


have 


Not Speeding 

Belief that Young, going home 
from a party, may have been speed- 
ing and couldn’t stop before his 
ear plunged over the stringpiece, is 
erroneous. The car, of heavy make, 
was found in second gear. At the 
time Young left the Lido Club, Long 
Beach, where he had been enter- 
tained by friends, it was raining and 
it is thought that he didn’t know 
he was on the wrong road until toe 
late, 

Young’s absence was discovered 
shortly after he left the Lido club, 
since he was expected back to pick 
up some friends there. Phey went 
out to investigate and saw the 
tracks in the mud leading to where 
the car leaped into the sound, but 
thought they may have been made 
by somebody turning around and 
were not immediately § alarmed. 
Paramount Publix did not know of 
the mishap Saturday, although 
Young didn’t appear that day at 
his office. 

As head of the P-P real estate 
department, Young had been with 
the parent company but also han- 
dled all realty transactions for Pub- 
lix as well. His successor, yet 
be appointed, may be one of 
several division managers 
him. 


t% 
the 
under 


Wife Died in June 

Last July, afters Mrs. Young had 
died in June, Young and his daugh- 
ter, Edith, 16, went to Europe on a 
six weeks’ leave of absence. He air- 
ranged the trip mainly for his 
daughter, who was badly distressed 
over her mother's death. 

Only a year ago the Youngs had 


celebrated their silver 


(25th) anni- 
versary. 

sesides Edith, Mr. Young is sur- 
vived by Otto S., Alfred A. and 
Edwin H., brothers, none of whom 
is in the show business. 

Young lived in Pelham. N.Y. 
Funeral serv:ces will be he'd to- 
day (Tuesday) at 2 p. m. at the 
Church of the Medeemer, at North 
Pelham, with inierment at Woued- 
lawn. A/‘*ter discovered, the e- 





mains repose] at the George T. Da- 
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High Phone Bills 





Film headquartérs generally 
are said to be issuing orders 


to lessen the long-distance 
phone expense. Principally 
this calls for a rednection of 


the wire talks between New 
York and Hollywood. 

Some companies have the 
long distance on contracted 
time daily. Others pay by the 
call. 


Air mail and wires are re- 
ported suggested as substi- 
tutes. 








THURSTON ON 
CO-OPERATION 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 24. 
Editor Variety: 

Thanks for the notice about the 
extra shows we gave in Hartford. 

It was necessary to give the extra 
shows for the reason the house had 
such smal] seating capacity and the 
added expense of our act made it 
impossible for the theatre to make 
a profit, although we did a record 
business covering a period of 22 
years, 

It occurs to me that if there was a 
better understanding of show busi- 
ness in general between the man- 
ager and performer, it would result 
in a more helpful co-operation. The 
average performer has had little 
opportunity of knowing the business 
worries that beset the manager. 
rent, taxes, advertising, orchestra 
house staff and stage crew, beside: 
the performance, which all burden 
the manager, whereas the performer! 
is usually concerned with his ac! 
and drawing his salary. 

I am sure that should the artists 
be further enlightened on these mat- 
ters they would show a willingnes: 
to co-operate, not only in obtaining 
extra publicity, but in giving extra 
performances where advisable, for 
after all, the show business is more 
or less a partnership affair. 

Howard Thurston. 


BLUMEY MAY SUE ON 
FOX OVERDUE NOTE 


Probable suit by A. C. Blumenthal 
looms against Fox Theatres to col- 
lect on a note for $500,000 now 
about a month overdue. Notice 
has been served on Fox Theatres 
through Blumenthal’s attorney, 
Nathan Burkan. The amount of the 
note is a settlement claim for com- 
missions due Blumenthal in connec- 
tion with his famous Fox-Loew dea) 
of 1929. 

The note was given Blumentha) 
by Fox Theatres around 13 months 
ago, after some protracted negotia- 
tions and during which Blumey’s 
original demand for commissions 
was compromised at the amount 
of the note. If the recorded info 
of insiders can go, Blumey’s orig- 
inal claim was ‘or $1,500,000. 

There’s a rub on the whole thing 
in that no formal complaint so far 
has been made by ACB. Just the 
notice of suit, according to report. 

Harley L. Clarke is president of 
Fox Theatres, Reported thai 
Charles Caballero was appointed 
executive v.p. of Fox Theatres, wher 
checked, this report was marked’ 
unfounded at downtown. 

It may be the whole thing wil 
wait the arrival of Harry Arthur 
from the coast. Latter is knowr 
to have been recalled east by the 
Fox chieftains. He is due east Jan. 
10. Among other items for Arthur 
to settle is the Roxy management. 








Fox Met Theatres Board 
Meeting Adjourned Indef 


Scheduled board meeting of Fox 
Metropolitan Theatres has been put 
off until the return of Walter Green. 
a director, to New York city. He 
was away when the meeting was 
called for Monday (28). Green's 
|; presence was necessary to fill the 
required quorum. 

Among things which F. M. T. wil) 
consider is the recently named 
Voting Trust for Fox Metropolitan 
b. Fox Theatres, Inc. Also the mat 
ter of approving certain contracts 
entered irto by the company moan- 
agement and among which is the 
skouras deal for Fox’s upstate N. Y. 











——es 


(Reprinted from ‘Variety,’ Jan. 4, 1928) 


CHAIN OPERATORS—HOW MANY? 


(Oddly enough, although this article was written four years ago, it still 
stands as a timely report, and for that reason is reproduced.) 


What is a chain operator? 

He’s a theatre operator. 

And what's a theatre operator? 

What is he? 

It’s a question that can stand a lot of thought. 


There are not over five men in America entitled to be called theatre 
operators in the same sense the show business now understands them, 

Not over five? 

Maybe only three. 

But, listen, there may be others. Hidden away, though. 

If there is latent talent as a chain or theatre operator, it must burst 
forth. 

Bankers have stumbled upon this great problem of present day show 


business—the theatre operator. 

It has been the opinion of ‘Variety’s’ observant picture reporters for 
months that bankers have concluded not to approve of 
until satisfied with the operator, Every day that 
stronger. 

Theatre 


huge 
impression 


mergers 
becomes 


operators of the legit, vaudeville and burlesque circuits of 
other days or this day are like babes in arms in knowledge and ability 
to operate, compared with the lightning-like picture chain operator of 
today. 
Every theatre manager, director, booker or 
cuit believes he is a theatre operaior. 
he may be in fact. 
it. 


general manager of a cir- 
He may be in his own opinion— 
He knows his own theatre or circuit and can operate 
Perhaps he has done so successfully. 

But the “theatre operator” as he is looked upon now must be able to 
operate 250, 400 or 750 theatres, and everyone from his desk. He must 
do with that massive chain, every one of them, what the present operator 
may be doing with one, five or ten theatres. 





with city subsidiaries has no general operator. (This in 
to Spyros Skouras becoming the Warners’ general theatre 
The Stanley Company is the best example. It is sub-operated 
in Washington, Baltimore, Newark, New York and Brooklyn. The Stanley 
Company has no theatre operator who directs all of its theatres. 

A theatre operator as outlined here, the super-operator, and with the 
liberal limit placed at five in this country right now, must know theatre 
construction, equipment, operation, manipulation, trading, dealing, buy- 
ing, selling, and attractions (screen and stage); policies (removable, 
replaceable, exchangeable, interchangeable), besides adaptability of the- 
atres for such policies, requirements of communities, el:minations of 
theatres, and opposition (not only in the latter as to current opposition, 
but for locations where building stops the other fellow, keeping the 
community sewed up); and the booking of picture—one of the most im- 
portant matters a picture theatre operator must be fully advised upon, 
although his chain has its own theatre film broker—and the booking of 
stage attractions, knowing that end as well as the screen booking end, 
with knowledge of prices of each, where to place and how to cut—in 
short, the theatre operator of this nature herein must know everything 
his chain departments should know. j 

And above all he must be the sole dominating figure of his organiza- 
tion, the single ruler, the absolute Boss, 

He must be the most complete mentally equipped showman of all time, 
for he must not only have expert knowledge as above, but he must know 
all of the rest of the show business, their theatres, their strength and 
their weaknesses. . 

And after that do you think that five is too liberal an estimate? Or 
three? : 

And when you pick those capable according to these requirements you 
will have the three forthcoming chain operators of America. 


The chain 
1928, prior 
operator.) 








Reformed! 


U.A. SALARY CUT 


William Hearst, former edi- 


tor of Fox Movietone News- HI AN 
reel, is opening a chain of cut- ‘OQ 
rate drug stores on Long / 
Island. 


First is at Amityville. 








Salary within United 
Artists, slated to become effective 
Saturday (9), will range as high as 
around 40% or more, depending on 
amount now opposite names on pay- 
roll, 

So far notices have been received 
by some people in low and high 
spots of the slice, while others have 
pletion of his eighth ard last short |not as yet heard whether they will 
on the current program. His shorts |® ©Ut oF not: 
have not figured in the black lately " 


so his exit was decided upon. Wri 
He plans to free lance followin; 2 Delmar riters ; 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


the termination of the Roach con- 
tract. 


reductions 





Chase Leaving Roach 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Charlie Chase has received a 30- 
day notice from Hal Roach and wil! 
leave that lot following the com- 


Eugene Delmar and Vina Delmar 
have been placed under a joint con- 





N. Y. to L. A. tract by Metro as writers. It runs 
Henry Ginsberg for three months. 
Inez Courtney. Another writing contract ap- 
Betty Lawford. proved is with Bartlett Cormack, 


for some time with Paramount. 
Vina Delmar is expected here 
from New York in the course of the 
next two weeks to take up a writ- 
ing contract at Metro, for three or 


Monta Bell. 
William Schorr. 
Maria Antinori. 


L. A. to N. Y. six months. No assignment has 

pi been prepared for her, being held in 
Louis Cohen. abeyance until her arrival. She 
Nita Martan. plans to leave New York about 
Murray Smith. Jan. 15. 
Louis Cohen, SS a ee 
Harry Cohn. 
LeRoy Prinz. Italian Girl Writer 
Harry Arthur. ; 
Mike Marco. Maria Carolina Antinori, Italian 


writer, arrived in New York. Satur- 
day (2) from Naples. She left Mon- 


Skeets Gallagher. 
Buster Collier. 


Douglas MacLean. day (4) for the coast to join the 
George Cates, Metro foreign staff. 
Pierre Etchepare. Miss Antinori has a_ six-month 


Andre Hornez. 





paper. plus options, calling for work 





Leopold Marchand on Italian syncs. 
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$55,000 Wkly as Cut Saving by 2d 
Clip of P-P on Employes’ Salaries 





Over $2,700,000 is figured to be 
gaved by Paramount-Publix on its 
co-ordinated No. 2 salary cut of 
employees, now working. The week- 
ly amount of $55,000 hoped for in 
this wise is divided by divisions, 
with production leading at $30,000 a 
week. 

Next is distribution, with a week- 
ly saving of $15,000, made up by the 
clip of $5,000 in salaries and $10,000 
in other ways. The Publix chain 
expects to contribute $10,000 toward 
the total each week through a salary 
saving, but with no salary under $50 
affected. 

Paramount’s first salary slice 
rested almost wholly with the non- 
talent forces. In production now it 
is said the screws will go down 
tighter on the contracted and other 
talent in the studios. 

Paramount’s and Publix’s initial 
salary cuts ranged from five to 25%. 
Present cuts on the sliding P-P 
scale are reported as not above 10% 
through repeating on the same em- 
ployees, but the production clips 
from reports will go to 25% for the 
talent, since it will be their first. 

When suggested to Paramount’s 
players and directors the first time 
that a cut in their contracted sala- 
ries should be made, very few of the 
talent fell in with the suggestion. 

Average salary of the Publix 
house manager receiving over $50 
weekly and who must endure a sec- 
end cut is estimated at under $70 a 
week. 

No Hours 


Paramount’s second pay cut is 
causing a number of employees and 
executives who have been with the 
organization for the past decade to 
earn less than they did eight years 
ago. 

At the same time clerks and 
stenoes who were accustomed to 9- 
to-5 hours now are not finishing up 
tntil seven in the evening. 

New white collared employees are 
being hired only on the understand- 
ing that their hours are unlimited 
and that such time is strictly for 
their bosses to decide daily. 


+ INSTALLLMENT PAY 
OFF ON PAR AT $52 


In view of the added or second 5 
to 10% cut forced on all Paramount- 
Publix employees now earning from 
$50 upward, arrangements are go- 
ing forward to readjust payments 
many are making on stock pur- 
chases made at a time when pres- 
ent conditions were unforeseen. 
Proposal under consideration is 
doubling the length of time in which 
to complete payments, so that each 
installment from now until paid up 
will be cut in half. 

This it is believed will ease the 
burden of numerous P-P employees 
who purchased considerable stock 
in 1929 when bought by employees 
at $52 a share. 

At that time executives and sub- 
execs who put in requests were per- 
mitted more than their allotted 
Share. Many loaded up as heavily 
as they could see fit then to carry, 
With subsequent bad times and last 
Summer’s salary cut in P-P having 








made the struggle to pay harder 
than expected. A few are said to 
have sold out or been closed out 


through inability ao carry on. Those 


who did not overbuy allotted 
amounts were fully paid up last 
April. 


Some P-P execs and others should 
be paid up this April (1932), others 
later. Cutting of payments will ex- 
tend last payments twice as far. 

Paramount stock is now listed at 
around $7 per share. 


Columbia Shutdown 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Columbia closes its shutters Sat- 
urday night (9) for six weeks. 
Fifteen of Columbia's 26 
schedule are completed. 





films 


No Unemployed Figure 


Hays office has no figures on 
the total number of unem- 
ployed in the picture business. 

As to the unemployment 
situation generally in the busi- 


ness one Haysite uses this 
exclamation: 
to dream 


‘Too dreadful even 


ot. 














PUBLIX NET ON 
WEEK, $700,000 


Publix netted nearly $700,000 over 
its theatre chain during the holiday 
week ending. Dec. 31. It’s close 
enough to Publix net for the same 
week the year before to call it a 
stand off. Though there was a gen- 
eral theatre drop on the week of 
around 10% as against the year pre- 
viously. 

The holiday week fairly lived up 
to expectations with other chains, 
circuits and houses. A 10% drop on 
Xmas Day in the east started the 
week discouragingly, but with the 
week end normalcy climbed back. 

New Year’s Day and Saturday 
(2) in the east were miserable, rainy 
each day. Saturday also saw rain 
on the coast, with this week there- 
by securing a poor start. 


FWC Would Like Publix 
To Resume Operation 
Of Its NW Theatres 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Fox West Coast intends to pro- 
pose to Publix to retake its theatres 
in the northwest, and remove the 
present operation away from FWC. 


As a start toward such a move- 
ment, Louis Cohen, the _ theatre 
trader for FWC, left here Saturday 
(2), for New York to talk it over 
with the Publix people. 

It is claimed here there is noth- 





ing in the rumor that if Publix 
agrees to relieve Fox WC of the 
several northwestern houses, that 


Harold B. Franklin will add them 
onto his operation of Publix’s two 
downtown theatres in this city. 
Rather it is said there is more 
chance of the indie Jensen & Von- 
Herberg firm of Portland getting 
the houses, if anyone. 

FWC has been operating the Pub- 
lix theatres in Seattle, Portland, 
Spokane, etc., for about two vears. 


UA TALKING ABOUT 16 
RELEASES FOR 32-33 





this 
satisfactorily to 


Despite conditions 


will 


year, it 
turn out 
United Artists, inner accounts be- 
ing that the company will show a 
nice profit. As a result, U. A. is 
discussing a program for the com- 
ing 2-'33) of 16 pictures. 


season ('32 
If going through, that will be the 


largest schedule ever for the com- 
pany. 

This season U. A. is releasing a 
total of 12 pictures, majority of 
which have already gone out. 

Sam Goldwyn would contribute at 
least five, possibly more, with the 
balance between Art Cinema and 


individual owner-producers, making 
up the 16. 


FRANKLIN EAST 
In New York 
B. Franklin is 
Publix execs. 
Franklin reached New York 
urday (2). 


Hat old 
in conference with 


for a week 


Sat- 


| 
| 


| 
| 








WIRED BOATS 


Merchant Marine and Navy 
Using Talking Pictures— 
Short and Long Run Boats 

oo 


~ 


NEW REVENUE MAKERS 


The picture industry, if it follows 
the lines being established by Amer- 
ican electrics, broaden out to 


such an extent that within another 


will 


two years theatres will have a com- 


paratively insignificant place’ in 
filmdom’s revenue getting sources. 
Ocean theatres are shaping up as 


a medium for return to the producer 


eclipsing in immediate prospect 
money from all other outside 
sources. Between the merchant 


marine and the U. S. Navy it is fig- 
ured that talker rentals currently 
are in excess of $2,000,000 yearly. 

The revenue potentiality from the 
merchant marine alone is unbeliev- 
able when it is realized that many 
of the new ships possess two talk- 
er equipments, while others in the 
plans have lay-outs for three sea 
foam theatres. This means that 
from four to 10 features are being 
booked on round trips. 

Both General and Western Elec- 
tric are certain of 200 civilian boats 
being wired before the ocean sound 
circuit will be deemed near comple- 
tion. 

Right now 30 of the largest liners 
are wired, several of these with 
two sets of equipment. On a gen- 
eral average it is figured that each 
of these boats is using 150 features 
yearly and paying in rental from $50 
to $150 per feature for one showing 
per voyage. This means that at an 
average rental of $75 each boat with 
a single sound equipment is paying 
producers around $12,000 yearly in 
film rentals. 

Steady Users 

Ocean liners changing passengers 
at the end of five days are booking 
five features. Cruising boats that 
carry the same passengers back to 
the home port, are booking new 
product for each day which puts 
them in the trans-oceanic class so 
far as bulk buy is concerned. The 
short trip to Bermuda, as an in- 
stance, at the end of the year repre- 
sents just as many bookings to the 
industry from the Furness-Bermuda 
Line as from the U. S. Lines. Dif- 
ference in running time also comes 
into account, the ‘Monarch of Ber- 
muda’ yearly scheduled to make 46 


(Continued on page 48) 





U’S LAB FOR INDIES 


Con No Like and Says So on Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Entrance of Universal into the 
commercial laboratory field through 
extending its lab facilities to inde- 
pendent producers has the Consoli- 
dated Lab. squawking. A 10-year 


contract with Consolidated handi- 
capped U's new lab as it is only 
used for turning cut the daily 


rushes. Studio decided that outside 
work would take care of the lab’s 
overhead. 
When U-> 
Charney 


announced that King 
would take over manage- 
ment of the lab and go out after 
indie business, Consolidated pro- 
tested. A number of indie producers 
had jumped from Consolidated to U. 
of U's lab has as cus- 
tomers practically all the indie pic- 
tures financed by Phil Goldstone 
Understood that Goldstone is inter- 
ested in the lab and was instru- 
mental in placing Charne at the 
head. Charney is former agent for 
Agfa. 

Consolidated has been less lenient 
with indies for the past three years 
and in most cases refused to extend 
credit. Now it has let the bars 
down and is carrying several of the 
more reliable indie producers. 


Set-up 








Bill Fox-Pat Casey Sh! 


Sh! 

Bill Fox and Pat Casey were 
having a late hour luncheon 
together the other day. 

Did that start something? 


INDIE MAKERS 
NOW TALK OF 
ORGANIZING 














Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Independent picture producers are 
talking about organizing an asso- 
ciation along the lines of the 
MPPDA with the primary intention 


of being able to deal with unions 
and exchanges. 
Several nationally known attor- 


neys are being considered to head 
the new association. 

Included in the group are Sono- 
Art, Monogram, Big 4, Phil Gold- 
stein, M. H. Hoffman, J. G. Bach- 
man, Samuel Ziegler, Benny Zied- 
man, Emil Jensen, Ralph Like and 
others. 


SAM MORRIS AWAY ON 
WB ‘SECRET MISSIONS’ 


Conflicting reports are associated 
with the sailing on the Europa to- 
night (5) for Europe of Sam Morris. 
That he’ will return after an in- 
definite stay in his present capacity 
of general manager of Warner 
Brothers is stated in higher sources, 
despite persistent rumors that the 
bringing into the home office of 
FE. Alperson was for a grooming to 
the higher job. 

Morris yesterday said the trip is 
strictly for business and involves ‘a 
couple of secret missions.’ 

That an attempt to get at the 
bottom of the foreign market and 
ease Warner pictures to a strategic 
position is reported one of the ‘mis- 
sions.” Meeting at the Hays office 
during the past six months have 
failed to afford this key to the in- 
dustry generally. 


Educational-Tiffany’s 
Salary Cuts—Letouts 


An economy wave is battering at 
the door of Educational-Tiffany. So 
far, including since Tiffany was 
taken in for production supervision 
and distribution by the E. W. Ham- 
mons’ company, has not sought to 
cut down. 

On top of outs that are in process 
of developing a general salary re- 
duction will be enforced, it is said. 
Inability to obtain wide outlet 
for Tiff and World-Wide  prod- 
uct, coupled with discouragement 
brought to shorts’ distributors by 
spread of double features and low- 
ering rental overhead, haven't made 
E-T’s season so far any rosier than 
that of other producer-distribs, if as 








rosy. 

Notices are reported having already 
given to Mike Simmons, Joe 
Rifkin, Gerald Winn and Peggy 
Spargo of the publicity department, 
first hit. Others out 
are Sam Citron, in charge of nega- 
Sterling Wilson of the 
contract department. 

Simmons may be switched to an- 
other department at a reported $50 
cut in salary, it is said. 

Aifkin blew fast after getting no- 
joining B. S. Moss’ Broadway 
in charge of publicity and advertis- 
ing. 


Presumably a salary cut in E-T 


been 


which seems 


tives, and 


tice 





would apply to both the Educa- 
tional and Tiffany studios on the 
Coast, as well as to the exchanges. 





All KINTS OF Besinessman-Showman Teams May 
Be New Angle to Film Biz 


Operation 


Wall 


tion by a 


That Street angle of opera- 
businessman-showman 
team at the helm of a film company 
looks to have taken form in the in- 
dustry. 

Latest setup that way is at War- 
ners and on the theatre end. Joe 
Bernard's appointment to head the 


W.B. theatre end is mainly from a 
business angle. 
The W.B. lineup sizes up quite 


similar to the Paramount situation. 


It’s stated that John Hertz, busi- 
ness man and chairman of the Par 
financial committee, is riding side 
by side with Adolph Zukor but in 
a separate path. Hertz’ work is 
confined to expenditures and bud- 
gets without delving into details 


of operation of the 
theatre, 

The same setup while not actually 
put yet may be installed at RKO, 
Although Fox Film is not mentioned 
that way specifically, the matter of 
some such combo as business man- 
showman has been also talked of 
for that company. 

On the Fox end the rub comes 
through its president, Edward 
Tinker. Matter of selection of a 
showman-partner executive to run 
Fox with him is one for’ Tinker’s 
own judgment and decision. At 
RKO an associate companion to 
Hiram Brown in the form of an 
active showman is not an improb- 
ability, gathering from those who 
should know. 

Bernard's post of operation at 
Warners may be slightly different 
to all these mentioned as already in 
or contemplating but along the 
same angle. He has taken the va- 
rious showmen in the theatre end 
and named them as his executive 
assistants. Of these there are five. 
They include, among others, Jack 
Cohen, a legal aid, 


STAR CRAZE NOT 
SO HOT FOR BIZ 


Star crazy producers will do as 
much harm to the film industry as 
exhibitors who double feature. 

The phrase is a new one and is 
used by overseers of the industry to 
quietly stem the stampede for all- 
star casts which Metro-Goldwyn, 
and its success, is admitted having 
inspired. 

Two big names in a picture is the 
1 aximum  in_= sufficiency, it is 
charged. More, and grief is bound 
to ensue, it is declared, because the 
public, susceptible to every picture 
novelty and extra dosage for the 
money, will set that bigger number 
as a precedent in their demand at 
the b. o. 

Just as much harm will fal! upon 
the stars, themselves, if the con- 
stellation-in-a-picture policy pre- 
vails generally, as the producers, it 
is stated. Reason given in this con- 


studio or the 





nection is that a star is the most 
delicate mechanism on the screen; 
that the big name has to have a 
theme directly attuned to its partic- 
ular atmosphere. Finally, that the 
right kind of suck singular stories 
have been scarce in the past, so 
what the chances for satisfying 


three and four stellar personalities 
three-in-one theme of the fu- 


> 


ina 
ture’ 





Regers Doesn't Know 


Charles Rogers, former production 
head of RKO-Pathe, says he doesn’t 
know what his future will bring out, 


but it won't include William Le- 
Baron. The latter comment was 
brought about when Rogers was 


informed of a report from the west 
coupling him with Joe Schnitzer 





and LeBaron in a new indie pro- 


| ducing deal. 


will be In New York foe 


Rogers 


about 10 days. 
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Ludvigh as Arbitrator for All 
Of Film Trade—Setting Up Himself 
After Leaving P-P as General Counsel 


Coincident with the resignation of 
Elek John Ludvigh, one of the in- 
corporators of Paramount-Publix, 
develops the first step in an inner 
judiciary system for producers and 
their contract people. The general 
counsel for P-P for the past 20 
years already has the assurance of 
leading producer factors of their 
confidence in him as a judge-arbi- 
trator of singular distinction. 

One of the first cases for the new 
court finds Ludvigh ready to pass 
judgment on .a dispute between the 
organization from which he resigned 
Jan. 1 and a former contract execu- 
tive, wherein a sum of nenrly a half 
million is involved. The lawyer for 
the defendant has already expressed 
his willingness for his client to 
abide by the ruling of the recent 
attorney for the defendant. 

As singular a situation as the job 
itself, Ludvigh personally reveals 
that had he been out of Paramount 
last fall the case at issue never 
would have neared civil litigation. 
His past affiliation, Ludvigh has 
been assured, will in no way cause 
highest executives in the industry 
to regard any of his rulings as ar- 
bitrator as biased. 

Instead of the months and years 
that are attendant upon the usual 
case in the open courts, plus mount- 
ing costs, and, most of all, publicity 
injury to either party regardless of 
which way the decision goes, Lud- 
vigh’s plan is to render a decision 
and file it in the New York County 
Clerk's office at a minimum of seven 
days after both parties have pre- 
sented their case. 

Featuring in the importance of 
the industry’s court is that all pro- 
ceedings will be strictly star-cham- 
bered; meaning no publicity either 
way unless agreeable to both sides. 

Reports 

Reports concerning Ludvigh’s 
withdrawal from P-P were numer- 
ous but none touched on the inner 
court system revealed by the law- 
yer in an interview the day his 
resignation became effective. Among 
the reports, some of which are still 
in circulation, are: 

New money in Paramount-Publix 
is demanding a new line-up of exec- 
utives and Ludvigh is the first of 
the original line to go. 

Ludvigh refused to take the sec- 
ond cut just effected by Paramount 
because of indications “that a third 
will be introduced before long. 

Instead of resigning heatedly and 
suddenly as was surmised inside, 
Ludvigh stated he made known his 
intention to sever relations last fall. 

Paramount was just a client at 
the start and for its first 11 years 
so far as he was concerned, the 
lawyer revealed. Then, as it grew 
he increased his time devoted to its 
interests, even to the moving of his 
headquarters downtown next to the 
Paramount offices on 5th avenue, 
until nine years ago Ludvigh con- 
centrated as general counsel of P-P. 

That he is weary of ‘having the 
responsibility of an entire organ- 
ization on my shoulders’ and that he 
feels he is equipped to function as 
an intermediary and general con- 
sultant for the entire industry com- 
pose a summary of Ludveigh’s final 
decision to execute original inten- 
tions. 

During the last few years Lud- 
vigh has had a staff of 15 lawyers 
under him. Each man he describes 
as being responsible for 95% of his 
job, the other 5% reverting to the 
boss. Those 5-per-cents mounted 
up into a lot of trouble and more 
time than he felt it was necessary 
to subscribe at this time in life, the 
lawyer also said of himself. 

As to relations with Paramount- 
Publix they will continue to be com- 
mercial as well as cordial. lLud- 
vigh has been asked by P-P to 
handle certain important matters of 
the organization as outside counsel. 
To this he has agreed. His offices 
will be at 1450 Broadway. 

Louis Swartz succeeds Ludvigh 
as P-P’s chief attorney. 





Pat Scollard Out 
Pat Scollard left Radio Pictures 
Saturday. : 
He had been a hold over of the 
Pathe merger and was known as a 
Joe Kennedy appointee, dating back 
to FBO. 





Radio’s Rivals East 


A coast report was denied at 
the Columbia offices by one of 
the officers who stated he 
wouldn’t have minded if it 
were true. It mentioned a deal 
to buy out the present Colum- 
bia partners, Joe Brandt and 
the two Cohn brothers. 

Joe Schnitzer, Bill LeBaron 
and Charlie Rogers were men- 
tioned as the possible pur- 
chasers. Rogers is in New 
York and Schnitzer is on his 
way. LeBaron may show up 
shortly. All were recent rivals 
of Dave Selznick in the Radio 
studio on the coast. 

Rogers has announced he’s 
through with Pathe, because of 
its merger with Radio; 
Schnitzer is likewise out and 
LeBaron, it is said, may settle 
his contract with Radio 
through making three pictures 
in *he- unit way for it. 

, With the different heads 
leaving the Radio studio, the 
four-way operation it looked to 
be due for will automatically 
end. 














‘Man’ at $2 Criterion 


After viewing the first print east 
of ‘Man I Killed,’ first non-musical 
made for Paramount by Ernst Lu- 
bitsch, Publix made reservation for 
it at the Criterion, New York, for 
a $2 run. It will follow the incum- 
bent, ‘Explorers of the World’ (Ras- 
pin), probably in three weeks. 

For some time advance Publix 
bookings have had ‘Man I Killed’ on 
the Rivoli-Rialto run list. 








Balderston Trying 


John L. Balderston, writer and 
former ‘World’ man, will try writ- 
ing for pictures under a_ short- 
termer with Metro. 

He has been signed for 10 weeks 
with options. 





CHEVALIER CONCERT TOUR 


Starts Feb. 20 at St. Louis—Winds 
Up in New York 








Maurice Chevalier starts a con- 
cert tour under the direction of 
Charles Dillingham, Feb. 20, at St. 
Louis. He is booked into Chicago 
Jan, 24 for a week. Two and three 
days are listed for Indianapolis, Co- 
lumbus, Detroit, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore and Washington. 

The tour will finish in New York, 
with a two-week engagement, prob- 
ably at the Fulton. 

Chevalier will be aided by Jacques 
Fray and Marie Bragiotti. Marc 
Lachman is in advance, with John 
H. Potter the manager. 


INDIE COMBO OF 
4 RADIO EX'S? 


Hollywood, Jan, 4. 
Combine of the four ex-execs of 
Radio—Charles R. Rogers, Joseph I. 
Schnitzer, William LeBaron and 
Louis A. Sarecky—for independent 
production, is looked for as next. 


Suggestion in the official RKO- 
Rogers statement that the wound- 
up production chief might take a 
unit on the coast is not considered 
seriously here. As an indie for 
Radio release it looks likelier. 

Schnitzer’s departure to talk with 
Hiram 8S. Brown suggests he’s go- 
ing back to wash up, as he’s under 
four weeks’ notice. 

Sarecky has just signed with Co- 
lumbia as an associate producer. 
LeBaron is still on the Radio lot, 
with the balance of his contract yet 
to be settled. 

Charles E. Sullivan is in as David 
O. Selznick’s business aide, strictly 
exec, and not in on Radio produc- 
tion as when teamed with E. B. 
Derr at Pathe. 

Hiram S. Brown is expected to 
return to the coast shortly for an- 
other look at the studio. 











Harris’ New Duties 


Hollywood, Jan. 4, 
Although Robert Harris will carry 
the title of associate producer at 
Paramount, his duties will be those 
of exec. asst. to B, P. Schulberg. 
Same title is also carried by Al 
Kaufman. 





Hughes May Appeal Code Decision 
On Coast to Hays Full Board East 





Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

First adverse ruling by a secret 
board of judges, composed of pro- 
ducer heads working in conjunction 
with the Hays Production Code ma- 
chine, will be appealed to the entire 
Hays board of directors in New 
York. 

Howard Hughes refuses to accept 
the condemnation of his entire pro- 


duction, ‘Cock o’ the Air,’ within 
the past few days by the Hollywood 
judges. He will be the first Hays 
member, since the organization was 
formed, to seek the ruling of its di- 
rectorate. 

That Hughes aims to test not only 
the code but the dictatorial powers 
of the organization, in which he 
pays dues, is inferred inside to be 
one of the reasons for this major 
step. 

Heard inside also are reports 
credited Hughes that the Hays or- 
ganization would freeze him out, 
and, despite he is a member, would 
minimize his opportunities for suc- 
cess as a producer in the film in- 
dustry. Hughes is reported to have 
voiced his beliefs. 


Warned 
That, contrary to attempting or 
considering any injury to Hughes, 
filmdom’s overseers warned him 
three specific times during the four 
months required to make ‘Air’ and 
urged him to abandon further con- 
sideration of the story as adapted, 
are points that doubtless will fea- 
ture in the Hays reply to the Ilughes 
charges when they come up on 

appeal in New York. 
The same situation was under- 
gone between the organization and 





Hughes on ‘Scarface,’ it is declared. 





Then calling the producer-judges 
into session was not necessary be- 
cause Hughes, before that extreme 
measure was resorted to, agreed to 
remake portions of the ‘Scarface’ 
picture. 

Confidence that Hughes will abide 
by the decision of the Hays direc- 
torate, which is the highest court 
for the code, is expressed. That 
Hughes should ignore such a ruling 
would mean little chance of United 
Artists releasing the rejected sub- 
ject or any -of the representative 
companies or theatres considering 
it, and would confine its run to in- 
dependents in states without censor 
bodies. This was made clearly un- 
derstood by responsible parties, it 
is said. 





In New York 

Howard Hughes return to New 
York was to again consult with the 
New York State Censoring Board 
over its objections to another of the 
Hughes talkers, this time ‘Cock o’ 
th’ Air.” The other Hughes picture 
jammed with the same board is 
‘Sear Face.’ 

Hughes has $1,400,000 now tied up 
in censored films he is attempting 
to release. The ‘Air’ picture cost 
$600,000 to produce and ‘Scar Face’ 
$800,000. Along with $600,000 Hughes 
spent for production cost for ‘The 
Age for Love,’ now on release, the 
oil man has sewed up $2,000,000 in 
three talkers. 

The Hughes pictures are to be 
released through United Artists. 


Brown Due West 


Hiram Brown, of RKO, may leave 
for the company’s Hollywood studio 
in about two weeks. i 

His stay away is indefinite. 





———a 


Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 


each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon 


weekly “Variety.” 


the reguian 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Jan. 8 
Paramcunt — ‘This Restless 
Age’ (Par.) 
Roxy—'Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox). 
Capitol—‘Mata Hari’ (Metro) 
(2nd wk.). 


Rivoli—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
(Par.) (2nd wk.). 

Strand—‘Taxi’ (WB). 

Mayfair—‘Girl of the Rio’ 


(Radio). 

Winter Garden—‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) (3rd wk.). 
Rialto—Tonight or 

(UA) (4th wk.). 


Never’ 





Week Jan. 15 
Paramount—‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par.). 
Roxy—‘Dance Team’ (Fox). 
Capitol—‘West of Broadway’ 
(Metro). 
Rivoli—‘Jekyll 
(Par) (3rd wk.). 
Mayfair—‘Prestige’ (Pathe). 
Winter Garden—‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB) (14). 


and Hyde’ 





Rialto — ‘Forbidden’ (Col.) 
(14). 
$2 Pictures 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (Gaiety) 
(5th wk.). 
‘Explorers’ (Raspin) (Cri- 


terion) (4th wk.). 
‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(38rd wk.) 





Foreign Films 


‘Zwei Menschen’ (Cicero) 
(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(3rd wk.). 

‘Secrets of Orient’ (Ufa) 


(Europa) (2nd wk.). 
‘Kleine Seintensprung’ (Ufa) 
(Ufa-Cosmopolitan) (2nd wk.). 














No Pathe Shorts 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


Chic Sale short tu be completed 
in the next two weeks at Radio will 
wash up the studio’s two-reel pro- 
gram for the year. 

Future shorts policy awaits the 
next confab migration of RKO 
execs. Expectation is that all shorts 
hereafter will carry the Radio 
trademark. Lew Lipton, ex-comedy 
chief for Pathe, goes off the payroll 
Feb. 1. 








13th Visual Test 


The visual education try in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., which Monday dailies 
in some instances front-paged, is 
the 13th test of its kind. 

Western Electric, although con- 
tributing two of its subjects, was 
declared not to be in back of it. 
Test is understood by educator fol- 
lowers in the industry to be mainly 
Harvard's idea, 








ARTHUR-MARCO EAST 


Producer on Roxy—Fox Theatre 
Head May Be East, Indef. 








Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Harry Arthur and Mike Marco 
leave for New York Thursday (7) 
with Marco to stay several weeks 
supervising the Roxy. 

Miss Fanchon arrived from Eu- 
rope today (4) and will get to work 
with Marco staging a Fanchon and 
Marco special 10th anniversary 
show. 

Arthur’s plans are for a couple 
of weeks in east looking over the- 
atres, but indications here seem to 
point to his staying there indef, 





Erickson a Regular 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Carl Erickson has been _ pro- 
moted from reading to writing at 
the Warner studio, following the 


acceptance of his ‘Competition’ as 
Chic Sale’s next vehicle, 

Erickson’s first assignment as an 
official author will be to turn out 
ancther story for Sale. 


+ Looking like schoolrooms, what 

was intended for music and rehearz 
sal halls are being used as writers* 
offices at Fox Movietone City. 
Seventeen writers and readers are 
grouped in one room, with head 
readers on raised platforms. Cur. 
rent shortage of room has four and 
five writers creating per office, 


Stock Shrinkage Suit 


Shrinkage in value of stock of the 
Van Beuren Corp. from a repre<- 
sented $40 per share to $5 caused 
Jesse Goldburg to sue the company 
for $17,000. He had a year’s con« 
tract for services at: $200 per week 
and 500 shares of stock. Sum sued 
for represents the difference in 
book value over current price of 
the stock, 








Strange Faces 

Three unfamiliar faces will hit thé 
screen in Paramount’s ‘Dancers in 
the Dark’: Sam Bricker, five years 
a prop boy waiting for his chance; 
Alberta Vaughn, former star for 
some time invisible, and William 
Halligan, ex-legit, who has been 
writing at Radio. 





Default judgment against Charles 
H. Christie for $11,527 on a pere 
sonal note given Fred M. Scott at 
Pensacola, Fla., in 1925. 





Bicycling 

Charges of bicycling five Yiddish 
talkers on the coast while holding 
rights only for Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania are made against Jo- 
seph Finger of Import Film Co., by 
Joseph Seiden of Judea Films. Lat- 
ter, asking injunction and damages, 
also names Fred Miller, owner of 
the California theatre where the 
films were shown last week. 


B. & C.’s ‘Fraser’ 

‘The Second Mrs. Fraser’ is Belas- 
co & Curran’s pick to follow ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ Grace George and A. W. 
Mathews will be brought out for the 
coast production, 








Fox Efficiency 
Fox’s production efficiency igs 
working already, with ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ and ‘First Cabin’ in the can in 
16 and 14 working days respectively. 
Studio’s average last year was 24 
days. 





H. G. Wells’ ‘Invisible Man,’ being 
scripted for U by Garrett Fort, will 
star Boris Karloff under Robert 
Florey’s direction, 


U to W. B. 


Universal let-outs are walking 
over the back lot to Warners, Betty 
Davis is the latest hitch-on with 
WB, starting in ‘Rich Are Always 
With Us’ George Brent did it pre- 
viously. 








Warners has’ borrowed Ann 
Dvorak from Caddo for ‘Rich Are 
Always With Us,’ and has Dorothy 
Burgess for ‘Love on a Budget.’ 


KGFJ-Union Oke 
KGFJ settled its dispute with the 
musicians’ union 
again has a band. Paul Finstein’s 
12-piece combo. 








Brilant Set 


termer with Paramount, which also 
bought his play, ‘Clara Deane,’ for 
Wynne Gibson. Brilant used to be a 
Par ,.a. in the east. 


L. A. Off ‘Vanities’ 

That $12,000 guarantee Earl Car- 
roll wants for ‘Vanities’ kills it for 
the Los Angeles theatre. Joe Leo, 
William Fox’s bro-in-law, is still 
1 asettled on house policy. 








Universal wants Gene Fowler's 
‘Shoe the Wild Mare’ but screen 


(Continued on page 40) 





Moss’ Film Reopening, but 
‘May Try Stage Fare Again 





Reopening the house Thursday 
(31) for straight pictures, B. S. Moss 
will determine on a permanent pol- 


icy for the Broadway in the next 
week or two. It will call for stage 
attractions in some form or other 
plus film. 

House has been dark after a 
fruitless attempt to make a go of 
pictures and stage shows. Upon 


relighting the house the scale is 25 
and 50c for four shorts and a Pathe 
feature, ‘The Big Shot.’ No news- 
reel, Columbia's entire output, and 
prints available from Tiffany and 
RKO-Pathe will be the film service. 

Joe Rifikin, lately with Educa- 
tional-Tiffany, has joined Moss in 
charge of publicity and advertising. 
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“The Coast Agency Clique Menace 


A first and imperative reform in the operation of the picture 
studios on the Pacific Coast has been overlooked. It is the 
coast agency clique menace. 


Nothing will have been really accomplished in the lowered 
cost of production until this coast agency evil has been reme- 
died. Cut salaries for talent are but at the best temporary and 
insignificant while unscrupulous agents in Hollywood can con- 
nive with the Lord-only-knows-who to boost prices, misplace 
talent, juggle contracts and all of the other matters, large or 
small, these stand in agents have done, are doing and will do 
while they are left alone. 


There are too many ‘connections’ for, with and among 
agents in Hollywood. The agents out there who could and 
would do the best agenting work have had hardly a look in. 
The ‘connection’ agents are hogging it. 


Just why a ‘connection’ should prefer $100 as side money in 
addition to the chances he takes of exposure and the large 
salary he is under as well is never understandable. But ‘side 
money’ has brought ruin to more than one show concern or 
business in the past. And ‘side money’ always will repeat, 
because it is illicit. 


These stand-in agents of Hollywood are running the studios 
or seem to in the talent engaging end. They place and mis- 
place from their contracted talent, Often it seems the agent 
places the people from whom he receives the largest piece of 
salary. Or else knowing who may be called for from his list 
and receiving this information in advance through the ‘con- 
nection’ he sends the salary up, coaching the talent what to say. 


Cut salaries won’t affect these agents for very long. The 
only difference will be that they will separate the talent from a 
larger ‘commission’ when the time comes to again boost a 
salary. For these agents seem to have a stranglehold on the 
Hollywood studios. The studios have not effected any cor- 
rection of the situation, if they have tried. So it looks that if 
the whip is at hand, the lashing must come from the east. 
There is no ‘connection’ between the coast agents and the east. 


Agitation against the coast picture agents by ‘Variety’ is 
not new. The coast studios and the trade were warned three 
years ago in ‘Variety’ of the growing dominance and menace 
of the stand-in coast agency. Some meetings were called by 
coast producers but nothing came of them. J. J. Murdock and 
Pat Casey were present at those meetings by invitation, One 
or two producers said they wanted the benefit of the Murdock- 
Casey advice through their former handling of the Keith agen‘s 
in New York and the strict supervision exercised over the 
vaude agents by Murdock when Murdock was running the 
Keith Circuit. But nothing came of this either. Everything 
just became a stall. So it has remained. 


Quite recently some attorneys in Hollywood notified 
‘Variety’s’ coast office their agent-clients had instructed them 
to bring libel actions against ‘Variety’ for charges made sim- 
ilar to these against the stand-in and conniving coast agencies. 
The attorneys failed to name their clients. ‘Variety’s’ Holly- 
wood office informed the lawyers that the identity of at least 
one agency threatening suit was suspected ; for the attorney to 
Say to that agency ‘Variety’ would welcome the damage action 
and be prepared to prove upon trial that the same agency was 
splitting its net five or six different ways in Hollywood. The 
agency has not that number of partners or sharing employes. 
The offer still stands. Could anything be plainer? 


_ And other agencies without as many splitting the net, but 
enough always standing in. 


The conniving coast.agency is a deadly menace to the studios 
and their proper direction, besides the waste of money the 
agents cause. These agencies can and should be broken down. 
Studios have permitted them to become too domineering and 
dictatorial with talent. Why this has been allowed to become 
a fixture is another matter, but that it is so is too commonly 
known, at least in the west if not the east. 

With the film industry trying to correct its faults from within 
at this moment and in these times, the coast picture agents that 
boast of their enormous weekly earnings and their tremendous 
influence had better be looked after. They figure hugely in 
the high cost of production; they have cost and are costing the 
Picture business plenty. ¥ 





, These agents tie up their talent by term contracts. Whether 
“wr contracts made by the agencies are binding is much in 
Coubt, in California or any other state where equity rules. 





Talent as here employed covers film actors, actresses. direc- 
tors and writers. 
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Rental Studios, Labs, Film 
Manufacturers and Others 
Stuck by Indie Promoters 
Who Forget Pictures 
When Chump Money 
Runs Out 


PRODUCT WORTHLESS 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Rental studios, laboratories, raw 
film manufacturers and distributors, 
prop houses, costume companies 
and picture equipment houses are 
holding the bag for over $15,000,000 
in bad debts which have accrued 
during the past year through hav- 
ing made wrong guesses on inde- 
pendent producers. 

There isn’t a business connected 
with the production of independent 
pictures which has not been bitten 
in the last decade. That’s the main 
reason why indie producers, recog- 
nized or shoestringers, find it al- 
most impossible to get credit for 
their productions. 

Possibly one third of the total bad 
accounts is held by raw stock com- 
panies. One company alone, laie 
on entering the field, is reported to 
have around $3,000,000 in bad ac- 
counts on its books. 

Unlimited Credit 

Finding the business more or less 
cornered by one American and one 
German company, the new outfit 
extended credit to almost everyone 
who walked into its office. After 
three years of this, the accounts 
payable but not collectable made 

(Continued on page 18) 


RICHARDS ACCEPTS NO 
POST IN RKO CIRCUIT 


E. V. Richards, of New Orleans, 
is due in New York early this 
week to have a confab with Hiram 
Brown and David Sarnoff of RKO. 
There had been some talk of Rich- 
ards joining RKO in an advisory ca- 
pacity to Brown, but it all fell 
through. 

Richards has an inactive contract 
with Paramount. It is said he will 
not tie himself up with any chain. 
Richards engineered the Saenger 
Circuit south into its sale to Para- 
mount, after Richards had spread 
it all over the southern states. 

The Kohl-Castle faction of RKO 
minority stockholders from Chicago 
is said to have recommended Rich- 
ards as the RKO adviser. 








NEVER RELEASED 





INDIES’ LOST FILM MONEY 





HUE OW PICTURES Publix and RKO Agree to Do Away 


With Milkmen’s Matinees in Texas: 


3 Stage Shows Only, with 2 at Nite 





Fox H. O. Claims 





Fox home office claims the 
organization is rapidly get- 
ting into excellent shape and 
that considerable of its worries 
during 1931 will be erased be- 
fore the end of the new year. 

As an illustration, the Fox 
foreign department during De- 
cember is reported to have ac- 
complished the greatest vol- 
ume of business of its record. 


SUBURBS DROP 
DOUBLING BY 
AGREEMENT 











Chicago, Jan. 4. 


Having finally decided that dou- 
rather 
the 


in the 


ble features were hurting, 


than helping, their business, 


group of indie exhibitors 


flock of suburban towns just west 


of Chicago last week got together 


on a round-table agreement to re- 


turn to single programs today (4). 
This move to singles takes in about 
such 


12 independent houses in 


towns as Maywood, Barrington, 


Crystal Lake and Woodstock. 


This is the first concerted step on 
the part of the exhibitors them- 
selves to slough the two-bill notion, 
and is looked upon locally as the 
beginning of a thorough clean-up of 
the double-feature disease. 

In dropping double films, these 
exhibitors drew several protection 
benefits from Publix-Great. States, 
whose theatres in Elgin and Aurora 
hold 14 days’ protection over the 
majority of these indie houses in 
the so-called ‘Aurora-Elgin valley 
district. Great States has agreed 
to reduce protection over all the- 
atres returning to single pictures, 
the reduction ranging variously 
from seven days to as low as one 
day in several instances. 

Publix-Great States houses, the 
Crocker and Rialto in Elgin, and 
the Paramount and Tivoli in Au- 
rora, have stuck steadfast to single 
features in spite of the recent epi- 
demic of doubles among the inde- 





pendents, 





How Much Can You Cut? Only Query 
~ Spoke During Hays’ Report Reading 





Only one question was able to be 
interposed at the final quarterly 
meeting of the Hays directorate for 
1931, Will, himself, taking up the 
rest of the period with the reading 
of his annual report. 

The question was to Hays directly 
on whether he could effect further 
economy within his own organiza- 
tion. It was put over until another 
session after it was made known 
that Hays resorts to such thorough 
check-up with his Haysites that all 
are prepared to be called in at the 
end of a day and dictate a memo 
detailing every move made during 
the previous eight hours. 

Assurance that any economies ef- 
fected in the future will not con- 
sider the Film Boards of Trade was 
made after the meeting. This, if 
for no other reason, it was pointed 
out, than that the boards represent 
only a drop in the well of the Hays 
expense. Only a few of the boards’ 
secretaries are on regular salaries 








it was brought out, most of those 
functioning being loaned for mis- 


cellaneous occasions by various of 

the exchanges. The arbitrators 

themselves serve without pay. 
Worthy Depts. 

No other department could be 
considered unimportant by those 
who were called to vote. The copy- 
right check-up work conducted by 
Gabriel Hess, along with contract 
difficulties, is, to several of the Hays 
payees, one of the most valuable de- 
partments in the organization. 

All other departments, including 
Charlie Pettijohn’s, Gov. Milliken’s, 
Frank Wilstach’s, etc., were viewed 
as worthy of continuance, 

Expense of maintaining the codes 
departments, additions during the 
past year and a half, was held up as 
the same when they didn’t exist— 
departments meaning only extra 
work at no increase in pay for Col. 
Joy on the coast, and Wilstach in 
New York. 


Dallas, Jan. 4. 


lt is in Texas where the first elim- 
ination of the early theatre open- 
ing or milkmen’s matinee, as shows, 
before 1 p. m. are called, will oc- 
cur. This through an understand- 
ing reported reached by Publix and 


RKO, both chains having resumed 
stage shows in the keys of this 
state. 

The stage show playing policy 


in each of the RKO and Publix the- 
atres in Texas will be three stage 
performances daily, with one in the 
afternoon and two at night. None 
of the theatres will open before 1, 
that stopping the present 11 o’clock 
morning opening. 
Publix houses in this section play 
the Fanchon and Marco Ideas; RKO 
plays its intact vaude units. 
Bob O’Donnell, divisional director 
for Publix and taking in this dis- 
trict, and Charlie Freeman, RKO 
booking head, are said to have 
reached the agreement for a mutual 
playing policy besides tossing the 
cheaper scale from 11 to 1. Both 
are all-around showmen and neither 
is reported to be in favor of the 
milkman’s mat at the low figure. 
It fills the house before the first 
show appears with the same people 
who would visit the theatre after 
one at the higher scale, it is claimed. 
This belief about the early show 
in all theatres except main thor- 
oughfare daily grinds has been 
growing more prevalent. It is sel- 
dom openly expressed by house 
managers. Early prices, before 1, 
have dropped as low as 10 and 15c. 
The customary early (before 1) 
price in the better houses is 25 or 


aed 
oot, 


Admish Scales 
Back as Panic 
Is Controlled 


Chicago, Jan. 4, 

Price-cutting scare locally has 
subsided. Exchanges and exhibit- 
ors, who a few weeks ago were bit- 
ing their fingernails, are calming 
down once more. Situation is un- 
der control, having taken care of 
itself. 

Houses which were getting in on 
the epidemic of rate-slashing are 
right-side up once more, and have 
returned prices generally to their 
proper levels. This was due in 
many ways to the quick action of 
the distributors here in putting the 
clamps down on houses which were 
breaking their admission standards 
as written in their contracts. 

But even those theatres which re- 
sisted the exchanges have returned 
to their old prices since they have 
learned the lesson that reckless 
slashing of prices doesn’t help the 
final gross of any theatre. Business 
in many houses naturally jumped 
as far as attendance was concerned, 
but in every instance it was not 
envugh to touch the grosses nore 
mally drawn under the higher tariff. 
In every case the attendance might 
be boosted, but never the final take. 

This great lesson the local exhibs 
could have learned gratis from the 
bad mistakes in price-cutting made 
by Publix in Detroit, and by the 
Essaness circuit here. But people 
never learn such lessons from 
others; they’ve got to get burnt 
themselves. 











Kennedys in Palm Beach 


Joe Kennedy with Mrs. Kennedy 





will spend the rest of the winter at 
Palm Beach, 

They leave New York tomor- 
row (6). 
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Of Film Trade—Setting Up Himself 
After Leaving P-P as General Counsel 





Coincident with the resignation of 
Elek John Ludvigh, one of the in- 
corporators of Paramount-Publix, 
develops the first step in an inner 
judiciary system for producers and 
their contract people. The general 
counsel for P-P for the past 20 
years already has the assurance of 
leading producer factors of their 
confidence in him as a judge-arbi- 
trator of singular distinction. 

One of the first cases for the new 
court finds Ludvigh ready to pass 
judgment on .a dispute between the 
organization from which he resigned 
Jan. 1 and a former contract execu- 
tive, wherein a sum of nemrly a half 
million is involved. The lawyer for 
the defendant has already expressed 
his willingness for his client to 
abide by the ruling of the recent 
attorney for the defendant. 

As singular a situation as the job 
itself, Ludvigh personally reveals 
that had he been out of Paramount 
last fall the case at issue never 
would have neared civil litigation. 
His past affiliation, Ludvigh has 
been assured, will in no way cause 
highest executives in the industry 
to regard any of his rulings as ar- 
bitrator as biased. 

Instead of the months and years 
that are attendant upon the usual 
case in the open courts, plus mount- 
ing costs, and, most of all, publicity 
injury to either party regardless of 
which way the decision goes, Lud- 
vigh’s plan is to render a decision 
and file it in the New York County 
Clerk’s office at a minimum of seven 
days after both parties have pre- 
sented their case. 

Featuring in the importance of 
the industry’s court is that all pro- 
ceedings will be strictly star-cham- 
bered; meaning no publicity either 
way unless agreeable to both sides. 

Reports 

Reports concerning Ludvigh’s 
withdrawal from P-P were numer- 
ous but none touched on the inner 
court system revealed by the law- 
yer in an interview the day his 
resignation became effective. Among 
the reports, some of which are still 
in circulation, are: 

New money in Paramount-Publix 
is demanding a new line-up of exec- 
utives and Ludvigh is the first of 
the original line to go. 

Ludvigh refused to take the sec- 
ond cut just effected by Paramount 
because of indications “that a third 
will be introduced before long. 

Instead of resigning heatedly and 
suddenly as was surmised inside, 
Ludvigh stated he made known his 
intention to sever relations last fall. 

Paramount was just a client at 
the start and for its first 11 years 
so far as he was concerned, the 
lawyer revealed. Then, as it grew 
he increased his time devoted to its 
interests, even to the moving of his 
headquarters downtown next to the 
Paramount offices on 5th avenue, 
until nine years ago Ludvigh con- 
centrated as general counsel of P-P. 

That he is weary of ‘having the 
responsibility of an entire organ- 
ization on my shoulders’ and that he 
feels he is equipped to function as 
an intermediary and general con- 
sultant for the entire industry com- 
pose a summary of Ludveigh’s final 
decision to execute original inten- 
tions. 

During the last few years Lud- 
vigh has had a staff of 15 lawyers 
under him. Each man he describes 
as being responsible for 95% of his 
job, the other 5% reverting to the 
boss. Those 5-per-cents mounted 
up into a lot wf trouble and more 
time than he felt it was necessary 
to subscribe at this time in life, the 
lawyer also said of himself, 

As to relations with Paramount- 
Publix they will continue to be com- 
mercial as well as cordial. lLud- 
vigh has been asked by P-P to 
handle certain important matters of 
the organization as outside counsel. 
To this he has agreed. His offices 
will be at 1450 Broadway. 

Louis Swartz succeeds Ludvigh 
as P-P’s chief attorney. 





Pat Scollard Out 

Pat Scollard left Radio Pictures 
Saturday. 

He had been a hold over of the 
Pathe merger and was known as a 
Joe Kennedy appointee, dating back 
to FBO, 


° 





Radio’s Rivals East 


A coast report was denied at 
the Columbia offices by one of 
the officers who stated he 
wouldn’t have minded if it 
were true. It mentioned a deal 
to buy out the present Colum- 
bia partners, Joe Brandt and 
the two Cohn brothers. 

Joe Schnitzer, Bill LeBaron 
and Charlie Rogers were men- 
tioned as the possible pur- 
chasers, Rogers is in New 
York and Schnitzer is on his 
way. LeBaron may show up 
shortly. All were recent rivals 
of Dave Selznick in the Radio 
studio on the coast. 

Rogers has announced he’s 
through with Pathe, because of 
its merger with Radio; 
Schnitzer is likewise out and 
LeBaron, it is said, may settle 
his contract with Radio 
through making three pictures 
in *he- unit way for it. 

With the different heads 
leaving the Radio studio, the 
four-way operation it looked to 
be due for will automatically 
end. 














‘Man’ at $2 Criterion 


After viewing the first print east 
of ‘Man I Killed,’ first non-musical 
made for Paramount by Ernst Lu- 
bitsch, Publix made reservation for 
it at the Criterion, New York, for 
a $2 run. It will follow the incum- 
bent, ‘Explorers of the World’ (Ras- 
pin), probably in three weeks. 

For some time advance Publix 
bookings have had ‘Man I Killed’ on 
the Rivoli-Rialto run list. 








Balderston Trying 


John L. Balderston, writer and 
former ‘World’ man, will try writ- 
ing for pictures under a_ short- 
termer with Metro. 

He has been signed for 10 weeks 
with options. 





CHEVALIER CONCERT TOUR 


Starts Feb. 20 at St. Louis—Winds 
Up in New York 








Maurice Chevalier starts a con- 
cert tour under the direction of 
Charles Dillingham, Feb. 20, at St. 
Louis. He is booked into Chicago 
Jan. 24 for a week. Two and three 
days are listed for Indianapolis, Co- 
lumbus, Detroit, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore and Washington. 

The tour will finish in New York, 
with a two-week engagement, prob- 
ably at the Fulton. 

Chevalier will be aided by Jacques 
Fray and Marie Bragiotti. Mare 
Lachman is in advance, with John 
H. Potter the manager. 


INDIE COMBO OF 
4 RADIO EX’S? 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Combine of the four ex-execs of 
Radio—Charles R. Rogers, Joseph I. 
Schnitzer, William LeBaron and 
Louis A. Sarecky—for independent 
production, is looked for as next. 


Suggestion ‘in the official RKO- 
Rogers statement that the wound- 
up production chief might take a 
unit on the coast is not considered 
seriously here. As an indie for 
Radio release it looks likelier. 

Schnitzer’s departure to talk with 
Hiram S. Brown suggests he’s go- 
ing back to wash up, as he’s under 
four weeks’ notice. 

Sarecky has just signed with Co- 
lumbia as an associate producer. 
LeBaron is still on the Radio lot, 
with the balance of his contract yet 
to be settled. 

Charles E. Sullivan is in as David 
QO. Selznick’s business aide, strictly 
exec, and not in on Radio produc- 
tion as when teamed with E. B. 
Derr at Pathe. 

Hiram §S. Brown is expected to 
return to the coast shortly for an- 
other look at the studio. 











Harris’ New Duties 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Although Robert Harris will carry 
the title of associate producer at 
Paramount, his duties will be those 
of exec. asst. to B, P. Schulberg. 
Same title is also carried by Al 
Kaufman. 





Hughes May Appeal Code Decision 
On Coast to Hays Full Board East 





Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

First adverse ruling by a secret 
board of judges, composed of pro- 
ducer heads working in conjunction 
with the Hays Production Code ma- 
chine, will be appealed to the entire 
Hays board of directors 
York. 

Howard Hughes refuses to accept 
the condemnation of his entire pro- 


duction, ‘Cock o’ the Air,’ within 
the past few days by the. Hollywood 
judges. He will be the first Hays 
member, since the organization was 
formed, to seek the ruling of its di- 
rectorate., 

That Hughes aims to test not only 
the code but the dictatorial powers 
of the organization, in which he 
pays dues, is inferred inside to be 
one of the reasons for this major 
step. 

Heard inside also are reports 
credited Hughes that the Hays or- 
ganization would freeze him out, 
and, despite he is a member, would 
minimize his opportunities for suc- 
cess as a producer in the film in- 
dustry. Hughes is reported to have 
voiced his beliefs. 

Warned 

That, contrary to attempting or 
considering any injury to Hughes, 
filmdom’s overseers warned him 
three specific times during the four 
months required to make ‘Air’ and 
urged him to abandon further con- 
sideration of the story as adapted, 
are points that doubtless will fea- 
ture in the Hays reply to the Hughes 
charges when they come up on 
appeal in New York. 

The same situation was under- 
gone between the organization and 


in New 





Hughes on ‘Scarface,’ it is declared. 


Then calling the producer-judges 
into session was not necessary be- 
cause Hughes, before that extreme 
measure was resorted to, agreed to 
remake portions of the ‘Scarface’ 
picture. 

Confidence that Hughes will abide 
by the decision of the Hays direc- 
torate, which is the highest court 
for the code, is expressed. That 
Hughes should ignore such a ruling 
would mean little chance of United 
Artists releasing the rejected sub- 
ject or any -of the representative 
companies or theatres considering 
it, and would confine its run to in- 
dependents in states without censor 
bodies. This was made clearly un- 
derstood by responsible parties, it 
is said. 





In New York 

Howard Hughes return to New 
York was to again consult with the 
New York State Censoring Board 
over its objections to another of the 
Hughes talkers, this time ‘Cock o’ 
th’ Air.” The other Hughes picture 
jammed with the same board is 
‘Sear Face.’ 

Hughes has $1,400,000 now tied up 
in censored films he is attempting 
to release. The ‘Air’ picture cost 
$600,000 to produce and ‘Scar Face’ 
$800,000. Along with $600,000 Hughes 
spent for production cost for ‘The 
Age for Love,’ now on release, the 
oil man has sewed up $2,900,000 in 
three talkers, 

The Hughes pictures are to be 
released through United Artists. 


Brown Due West 


Hiram Brown, of RKO, may leave 
for the company’s Hollywood studio 
in about two weeks. js 








His stay away is indefinite. 





————- 


Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as 


weekly “Variety.” 


Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
a wrapper upon the regulay 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 


News from the PBailies in Los Angeles wiii be 


department. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Jan. 8 
Paramcunt — ‘This Restless 
Age’ (Par.) 


Roxy—‘Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox). 

Capitol—‘Mata Hari’ (Metro) 
(2nd wk.). 


Rivoli—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
(Par.) (2nd wk.). 

Strand—‘Taxi’ (WB). 

Mayfair—'Girl of the Rio’ 


(Radio). 
Winter Garden—‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) (3rd wk.). 





Rialto—‘Tonight or Never’ 
(UA) (4th wk.). 
Week Jan. 15 


Paramount—‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par.). 

Roxy—‘Dance Team’ (Fox). 

Capitol—‘West of Broadway’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—‘Jekyll 
(Par) (3rd wk.). 

Mayfair—‘Prestige’ (Pathe). 

Winter Garden—‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB) (14). 


and Hyde’ 





Rialto — ‘Forbidden’ (Col.) 
(14). 
$2 Pictures 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (Gaiety) 
(5th wk.). 
‘Explorers’ (Raspin) (Cri- 


terion) (4th wk.). 
*Hell Divers’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(3rd wk.) 





Foreign Films 


‘Zwei Menschen’ (Cicero) 
(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(3rd wk.). 

‘Secrets of Orient’ (Ufa) 


(Europa) (2nd wk.). 
‘Kleine Seintensprung’ (Ufa) 
(Ufa-Cosmopolitan) (2nd wk.). 














No Pathe Shorts 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


Chic Sale short to be completed 
in the next two weeks at Radio will 
wash up the studio’s two-reel pro- 
gram for the year. 

Future shorts policy awaits the 
next confab migration of RKO 
execs. Expectation is that all shorts 
hereafter will carry the Radio 
trademark. Lew Lipton, ex-comedy 
chief for Pathe, goes off the payroll 
Feb. 1. 


13th Visual Test 


The visual education try in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., which Monday dailies 
in some instances front-paged, is 
the 13th test of its kind, 

Western Electric, although con- 
tributing two of its subjects, was 
declared not to be in back of it. 
Test is understood by educator fol- 
lowers in the industry to be mainly 
Harvard's idea. 














ARTHUR-MARCO EAST 


Producer on Roxy—Fox Theatre 
Head May Be East, Indef. 








Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Harry Arthur and Mike Marco 
leave for New York Thursday (7) 
with Marco to stay several weeks 
supervising the Roxy. 

Miss Fanchon arrived from Eu- 
rope today (4) and will get to work 
with Marco staging a Fanchon and 
Marco special 10th anniversary 
show. 

Arthur’s plans are for a couple 
of weeks in east looking over the- 
atres, but indications here seem to 
point to his staying there indef. 





Erickson a Regular 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Carl Erickson has been  pro- 
moted from reading to writing at 
the Warner studio, following the 


acceptance of his ‘Competition’ as 
Chic Sale’s next vehicle, 

Erickson’s first assignment as an 
official author will be to turn out 
another story for Sale. 


4 


found in that customary 


> Looking like schoolrooms, what 
was intended for music and reheara. 
sal halls are being used as writers" 
offices at Fox Movietone City, 
Seventeen writers and readers are 
grouped in one room, with head 
readers on raised platforms. Cur. 
rent shortage of room has four and 
five writers crealing per office, 


Stock Shrinkage Suit 

Shrinkage in value of stock of the 
Van Beuren Corp, from a repre- 
scented $40 per share to $5 caused 
Jesse Goldburg to sue the company 
for $17,000. He had a year’s con« 
tract for services at $200 per week 
and 500 shares of stock, Sum sued 
for represents the difference in 
book value over current price of 
the stock, 





Strange Faces 
Three unfamiliar faces will hit thé 
screen in Paramount’s ‘Dancers in 
the Dark’: Sam Bricker, five years 
a prop boy waiting for his chance; 


Alberta Vaughn, former sitar for 
some time invisible, and William 
Halligan, ex-legit, who has been 


writing at Radio. 





Default judgment against Charles 
H. Christie for $11,527 on a pere 
sonal note given Fred M. Scott at 
Pensacola, Fla., in 1925. 





Bicycling 

Charges of bicycling five Yiddish 
talkers on the coast while holding 
rights only for Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania are made against Jo- 
seph Finger of Import Film Co., by 
Joseph Seiden of Judea Films. Lat- 
ter, asking injunction and damages, 
also names Fred Miller, owner of 
the California theatre where the 
films were shown last week. 


B. & C.’s ‘Fraser’ 

‘The Second Mrs. Fraser’ is Belas- 
co & Curran’s pick to follow ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ Grace George and A. W. 
Mathews will be brought out for the 
coast production. 








Fox Efficiency 
Fox’s production efficiency is 
working already, with ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ and ‘First Cabin’ in the can in 
16 and 14 working days respectively. 
Studio’s average last year was 24 
days. 





H. G. Wells’ ‘Invisible Man,’ being 
seripted for U by Garrett Fort, will 
star Boris Karloff under Robert 
Florey’s direction, 


U to W. B. 

Universal let-outs are walking 
over the back lot to Warners. Betty 
Davis is the latest hitch-on with 
WB, starting in ‘Rich Are Always 
With Us’ George Brent did it pre- 








viously. 
Warners has borrowed Ann 
Dvorak from Caddo for ‘Rich Are 


Always With Us,’ and has Dorothy 
Burgess for ‘Love on a Budget.’ 


KGFJ-Union Oke 
KGFJ settled its dispute with the 
musicians’ union 
again has a band. 
12-piece combo. 


Brilant Set 





Paul Finstein’s 





termer with Paramount, which also 
bought his play, ‘Clara Deane,’ for 
Wynne Gibson. Brilant used to be a 
Par ».a. in the east. 


L. A. Off ‘Vanities’ 

That $12,000 guarantee Earl Car- 
roll wants for ‘Vanities’ kills it for 
the Los Angeles theatre. Joe Leo, 
William Fox’s bro-in-law, is still 
tasettled on house policy. 








Universal wants Gene Fowler's 
‘Shoe the Wild Mare’ but screen 


(Continued on page 40) 





Moss’ Film Reopening, but 


‘May Try Stage Fare Again 





Reopening the house Thursday 
(31) for straight pictures, B. S. Moss 
will determine on a permanent pol- 
icy for the Broadway in the next 
week or two. It will call for stage 
attractions in some form or other 
plus film. 

House has been dark after & 
fruitless attempt to make a go of 
pictures and stage shows. Upon 
relighting the house the scale is 25 
and 50c for four shorts and a Pathe 
feature, ‘The Big Shot.’ No news- 
reel, Columbia’s entire output, and 
prints available from Tiffany and 
RKO-Pathe will be the film service. 

Joe Rifikin, lately with Educa- 
tional-Tiffany, has joined Moss in 





charge of publicity and advertising. 


and the station ~ 


Arthur M. Prilant got a writing . 


rights must be cleared through the ‘ 

















_ 


—_— 


T 


a 
stud 
coas! 


Tu 


Ne 
cost 
died. 
insig 
nive 
taler 
smal 
whil 


Tl 
agen 
wou 
The 


mon 
bus! 
beca 


T 
or s 
plac 
plac 
sala 
and 
nect 


C 
only 
larg 
sala 
Hol 
rect 
the 
The 


A 
not 
yea 
of t 
coa: 
Pat 
or t 
Cas 
in | 
vau 
Kei 


just 





1932 PICT@Rres 


INDIES’ LOST FI 


vv pear 


Tuesday, January 5, VARIETY 








LM MONEY 





























Ss seVCer”hl—ClUlUU 


t 











| The Coast Agency Clique Menace (I/F QN PICTURES Publix and RKO Agree to Do Away 
Tatoo ingeraercirm mn terertsn ot cece! MEYER AELEAGED| With Milkmen's Matinees in Texas; 


coast agency clique menace, 


Nothing will have been really accomplished in the lowered 
cost of production until this coast agency evil has been reme- 
died. Cut salaries for talent are but at the best temporary and 
insignificant while unscrupulous agents in Hollywood can con- 
nive with the Lord-only-knows-who to boost prices, misplace 
talent, juggle contracts and all of the other matters, large or 
small, these stand in agents have done, are doing and will do 
while they are left alone. 


There are too many ‘connections’ for, with and among 
agents in Hollywood. The agents out there who could and 
would do the best agenting work have had hardly a look in. 
The ‘connection’ agents are hogging it. 


Just why a ‘connection’ should prefer $100 as side money in 
addition to the chances he takes of exposure and the large 
salary he is under as well is never understandable. But ‘side 
money’ has brought ruin to more than one show concern or 
business in the past. And ‘side money’ always will repeat, 
because it is illicit. 


These stand-in agents of Hollywood are running the studios 
or seem to in the talent engaging end. They place and mis- 
place from their contracted talent. Often it seems the agent 
places the people from whom he receives the largest piece of 
salary. Or else knowing who may be called for from his list 
and receiving this information in advance through the ‘con- 
nection’ he sends the salary up, coaching the talent what to say. 


Cut salaries won't affect these agents for very long. ‘The 
only difference will be that they will separate the talent from a 
larger ‘commission’ when the time comes to again boost a 
salary. For these agents seem to have a stranglehold on the 
Hollywood studios, The studios have not effected any cor- 
rection of the situation, if they have tried. So it looks that if 
the whip is at hand, the lashing must come from the east. 
There is no ‘connection’ between the coast agents and the east. 


Agitation against the coast picture agents by ‘Variety’ is 
not new. The coast studios and the trade were warned three 
years ago in ‘Variety’ of the growing dominance and menace 
of the stand-in coast agency. Some meetings were called by 
coast producers but nothing came of them. J. J. Murdock and 
Pat Casey were present at those meetings by invitation. One 
or two producers said they wanted the benefit of the Murdock- 
Casey advice through their former handling of the Keith agen‘s 
in New York and the strict supervision exercised over the 
vaude agents by Murdock when Murdock was running the 
Keith Circuit. But nothing came of this either. Everything 
just became a stall. So it has remained. 

Quite recently some attorneys in Hollywood notified 
‘Variety’s’ coast office their agent-clients had instructed them 
to bring libel actions against ‘Variety’ for charges made sim- 
ilar to these against the stand-in and conniving coast agencies. 
The attorneys failed to name their clients. ‘Variety’s’ Holly- 
wood office informed the lawyers that the identity of at least 
one agency threatening suit was suspected ; for the attorney to 
Say to that agency ‘Variety’ would welcome the damage action 
and be prepared to prove upon trial that the same agency was 
splitting its net five or six different ways in Hollywood. The 
agency has not that number of partners or sharing employes. 
The offer still stands. Could anything be plainer? 





_ And other agencies without as many splitting the net, but 
enough always standing in. 


The conniving coast.agency is a deadly menace to the studios 
and their proper direction, besides the waste of money the 
agents cause. These agencies can and should be broken down. 
Studios have permitted them to become too domineering and 
dictatorial with talent. Why this has been allowed to become 
a fixture is another matter, but that it is so is too commonly 
known, at least in the west if not the east. 


With the film industry trying to correct its faults from within 
at this moment and in these times, the coast picture agents that 
boast of their enormous weekly earnings and their tremendous 
influence had better be looked after. They figure hugely in 
the high cost of production; they have cost and are costing the 
Picture business plenty. , 


These agents tie up their talent by term contracts. Whether 
ir contracts made by the agencies are binding is much in 
doubt, in California or any other state where equity rules. 





Talent as here employed covers film actors, actresses. direc- 
tors and writers. 





Rental Studios, Labs, Film 
Manufacturers and Others 
Stuck by Indie Promoters 
Who Forget Pictures 
When Chump Money 
Runs Out 


PRODUCT WORTHLESS 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Rental studios, laboratories, raw 
film manufacturers and distributors, 
prop houses, costume companies 
and picture equipment houses are 
holding the bag for over $15,000,000 
in bad debts which have accrued 
during the past year through hav- 
ing made wrong guesses on inde- 
pendent producers. 

There isn’t a business connected 
with the production of independent 
pictures which has not been bitten 
in the last decade. That’s the main 
reason why indie producers, recog- 
nized or shoestringers, find it al- 
most impossible to get credit for 
their productions. 

Possibly one third of the total bad 
accounts is held by raw stock com- 
panies. One company alone, laie 
on entering the field, is reported to 
have around $3,000,000 in bad ac- 
counts on its books, 

Unlimited Credit 

Finding the business more or less 
cornered by one American and one 
German company, the new outfit 
extended credit to almost everyone 
who walked into its office. After 
three years of this, the accounts 
payable but not collectable made 

(Continued on page 18) 


RICHARDS ACCEPTS NO 
POST IN RKO CIRCUIT 


E. V. Richards, of New Orleans, 
is due in New York early this 
week to have a confab with Hiram 
Brown and David Sarnoff of RKO. 
There had been some talk of Rich- 
ards joining RKO in an advisory ca- 
pacity to Brown, but it all fell 
through. 

Richards has an inactive contract 
with Paramount. It is said he will 
not tie himself up with any chain. 
Richards engineered the Saenger 
Circuit south into its sale to Para- 
mount, after Richards had spread 
it all over the southern states. 

The Kohl-Castle faction of RKO 
minority stockholders from Chicago 
is said to have recommended Rich- 
ards as the RKO adviser, 











3 Stage Shows Only, with 2 at Nite 





Fox H. O. Claims 





office claims the 
organization rapidly get- 
ting into excellent shape and 
that considerable of its worries 
during 1931 will be erased be- 
fore the end of the new year. 
As an illustration, the Fox 
foreign department during De- 
cember is reported to have ac- 
complished the greatest vol- 
ume of business of its record. 


SUBURBS DROP 
DOUBLING BY 
AGREEMENT 


Fox home 


is 











Chicago, Jan. 4. 

decided that dou- 
rather 
the 
the 


Having finally 


ble features were hurting, 


than helping, their business, 


of 
of suburban 


group indie exhibitors in 
flock 


Chicago last week 


towns just west 


of got together 
on a round-table agreement to re- 
(4). 


This move to singles takes in about 


turn to single programs today 


12 independent houses in such 
towns as Maywood, 3arrington, 


Crystal Lake and Woodstock. 

This is the first concerted step on 
the part of the exhibitors them- 
selves to slough the two-bill notion, 
and is looked upon locally as the 
beginning of a thorough clean-up of 
the double-feature disease. 

In dropping double films, these 
exhibitors drew several protection 
benefits from Publix-Great States, 
whose theatres in Elgin and Aurora 
hold 14 days’ protection over the 
majority of these indie houses in 
the so-called ‘Aurora-Elgin valley 
district.’ Great States has agreed 
to reduce protection over all the- 
atres returning to single pictures, 
the reduction ranging variously 
from seven days to as low as one 
day in several instances. 

Publix-Great States houses, the 
Crocker and Rialto in Elgin, and 
the Paramount and Tivoli in Au- 
rora, have stuck steadfast to single 
features in spite of the recent epi- 
demic of doubles among the inde- 
pendents. 





How Much Can You Cut? Only Query 
Spoke During Hays Report Reading 





Only one question was able to be 
interposed at the final quarterly 
meeting of the Hays directorate for 
1931, Will, himself, taking up the 
rest of the period with the reading 
of his annual report. 

The question was to Hays directly 
on whether he could effect further 
economy within his own organiza- 
tion. It was put over until another 
session after it was made known 
that Hays resorts to such thorough 
check-up with his Haysites that all 
are prepared to be called in at the 
end of a day and dictate a memo 
detailing every move made during 
the previous eight hours. 

Assurance that any economies ef- 
fected in the future will not con- 
sider the Film Boards of Trade was 
made after the meeting. This, 4 
for no other reason, it was pointed 
out, than that the boards represent 
only a drop in the well of the Hays 





expense. Only a few of the boards’ 
secretaries are on regular salarie? 


it was brought out, most of those 
functioning being loaned for mis- 
cellaneous occasions by various of 
the exchanges. The arbitrators 
themselves serve without pay. 
Worthy Depts. 

No other department 
considered unimportant 
who were called to vote. 
right check-up work conducted by 
Gabriel Hess, along with contract 
difficulties, is, to several of the Hays 
payees, one of the most valuable de- 
partments in the organization. 

All other departments, including 
Charlie Pettijohn’s, Gov. Milliken’s, 
Frank Wilstach’s, etc., were viewed 
as worthy of continuance. 

Expense of maintaining the codes 
departments, additions during the 
past year and a half, was held up as 
the same when they didn’t exist— 
departments meaning only extra 
work at no increase in pay for Col. 
Joy on the coast, and Wilstach in 
New York, 


could be 
by those 
The copy- 


cur. 


Dallas, Jan. 4. 
It is in Texas where the first elim- 
ination of the early theatre open- 
ing or milkmen’s matinee, as shows, 
before 1 p. m. are called, will oc- 
This through an understand- 
ing reported reached by Publix and 


RKO, both chains having resumed 
stage shows in the keys of this 
state. 

The stage show playing policy 


in each of the RKO and Publix the- 
atres in Texas will be three stage 
performances daily, with one in the 
afternoon and two at night. None 
of the theatres will open before 1, 
that stopping the present 11 o’clock 
morning opening. 

Publix houses in this section play 
the Fanchon and Marco Ideas; RKO 
plays its intact vaude units. 

Bob O’Donnell, divisional director 
for Publix and taking in this dis- 
trict, and Charlie Freeman, RKO 
booking head, are said to have 
reached the agreement for a mutual 
playing policy besides tossing the 
cheaper scale from 11 to 1. Both 
are all-around showmen and neither 
is reported to be in favor of the 
milkman’s mat at the low figure. 
It fills the house before the first 
show appears with the same people 
who would visit the theatre after 
one at the higher scale, it is claimed. 

This belief about the early show 
in all theatres except main thor- 
oughfare daily grinds has been 
growing more prevalent. It is sel- 
dom openly expressed by house 
managers. Early prices, before 1, 
have dropped as low as 10 and 15c. 
The customary early (before 1) 
price in the better houses is 25 or 


or 
ook, 


Admish Scales 
Back as Panic 
Is Controlled 


Chicago, Jan. 4, 

Price-cutting scare locally has 
subsided. Exchanges and exhibit- 
ors, who a few weeks ago were bit- 
ing their fingernails, are calming 
down once more. Situation is un- 
der control, having taken care of 
itself. 

Houses which were getting in on 
the epidemic of rate-slashing are 
right-side up once more, and have 
returned prices generally to their 
proper levels. This was due in 
many ways to the quick action of 
the distributors here in putting the 
clamps down on houses which were 
breaking their admission standards 
as written in their contracts. 

But even those theatres which re- 
sisted the exchanges have returned 
to their old prices since they have 
learned the lesson that reckless 
slashing of prices doesn’t help the 
final gross of any theatre. Business 
in many houses naturally jumped 
as far as attendance was concerned, 
but in every instance it was not 
enough to touch the grosses nore 
mally drawn under the higher tariff. 
In every case the attendance might 
be boosted, but never the final take. 

This great lesson the local exhibs 
could have learned gratis from the 
bad mistakes in price-cutting made 
by Publix in Detroit, and by the 
Essaness circuit here. But people 
never learn such lessons from 
others; they’ve got to get burnt 
themselves, 








Kennedys in Palm Beach 
Joe Kennedy with 

will spend the re 

Palm Beach, 


Mrs. Kennedy 
st of the winter at 





The \ leave New York 


tomor- 


row (6). 
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Held Over; 


Holiday Kids Forsake ‘Sooky’: 
| Dishonorable, $24,000, Good 
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Chicago. Jan. 4. 

P-B,. & K. again has switched a 
flicker from the Chicago to the 
Oriental for a holdover week. It’s a 
practice that’s becoming more and 
more intense, management figuring 
another week in the loop for a click 
film garners more coin than the 
same week in the outlying spots. 

This particular move-over is ‘De- 
licious,’ Gaynor-Farrell musical] that 
got the bulk of the holiday trade 
last week. It gathered the majority 
of the patronage that was expected 
to attend ‘Sooky’ at the Roosevelt. 
At the Oriental ‘Delicious’ continues 
to show class, and is currently man- 
aging to keep the house out of the 
red for its sixth consecutive week. 
Run houses are not doing so well. 
‘Tonight or Never’ will make it only 
a fortnight at the United Artists. 
Possibilities of the film were hurt 
badly by the flock of cuts imposed 
by the censor outfit. Another fort- 
nighter is ‘Jekyll and Hyde.’ 
Chances of this one were impeded 
most by the stay of ‘Frankenstein,’ 
just preceding the opening of the 
Paramount flicker at McVickers. 
‘Ladies of the Big House’ is ac- 
counting for a fairly comfortable 
week at the Chicago and will likely 
take the loop lead, mostly due to the 
seating capacity. It’s doing its big- 
gest trade in the afternoons, a rule 
that is being repeated at most of the 
loop houses. Both the Chicago and 
the Oriental are grabbing off a load 
of stage attractions, and their pull 
is being felt by the vaudfilm Palace, 
where the strength of the names has 
been decreasing somewhat the past 
few weeks, 

Loop-End is running another tab- 
like presentation currently and a 
second-run flicker. House is slated 
to return to its first love, burlesque, 
shortly. Its present tab show is 
close to that classification now. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85). ‘Ladies of the Big House’ 
(Par) ard stage show. No strong 
names but is managing to keep on 
right side at $37,000. Last week 
‘Delicious’ (Fox) turned in a nifty 
score of $46,500, and went over to 
the Oriental, 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85). ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
(Par). Will stick it out for two 
weeks; then makes way for ‘Emma’ 
(M-G) on Friday (8). First week 
rambled on the holiday wave to 
good $25,800; currently to flabby 
$13,000. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) ‘Delicious "Fox and stage 
show. Fans are taking this one to 
their hearts for a second week; 
house remains up like a beacon at 
a nice $33,000; theatre increasing its 
stage show budget and the results 
are already noticeable. Last week 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G), for its sec- 
ond loop week, snared a winning 
$34,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85) 
‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Helen Kane in person and no heavy 
fluctuations at the register in sight, 
indications are for pleasant enough 
$22,000. Last week the New Year’s 
Eve $2 top helped to fine $26,600. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85) ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). 
Not exciting; ambling along with- 
out pressure to likely $14,000. Last 
week ‘Sooky’ (Par) was a terrific 
blow to local Par office which had 
high hopes for the kid flickers; dis- 
mal in six days to $7,600. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85) ‘Dishonorable’ (U). Picking 
house up somewhat, fans seemingly 
particularly interested in Paul 
Lukas; predicts a satisfying $24,- 
000 for itself. Last week ‘Peach o’ 
Reno’ (Radio) took its holiday week 
at $16,900 and flit. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85) ‘Tonight Or Never’ 
(UA). Two weeks for Gloria Swan- 
son; opener not good at $18,800, and 
currently to probable $11,000; ‘Cock 
of the Air’ (UA) groomed to come 
in on Friday (8). 


‘Under 18’ Okay with 
$6,800 in Louisville 


Louisville, Jan, 4. 
Brown theatre begins 1932 with 
a drastic reduction in prices and a 
switch to a split-week policy. Prices 
reduced to 15-25-30-40. 
Rumors current of plans by 
Fourth Ave. to switch from RKO to 
F-M but officials say nothing de- 
cided as yet. Reservations for New 
Year’s Eve celebrations at nzht 
clubs gave theatre managers optim- 
istic feeling. All arranged mid- 
night shows and pulled down some 
extra money. 
Estimates For This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—‘Mata 





‘MATA’ $23,000—PROV. 


‘Dishonorable’ and ‘Ladies’ Light on 
500 and $8, 








Providence, Jan. 4. 
(Drawing Population 315,000) 
‘Mata Hari’, ‘at Loew’s State, is 
top this week. Other houses will 
be around average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75). 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Getting raves 
and breaks; matinees exceptionally 
big; should have no difficulty reach- 
ing $23,000. Last week ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G) at $21,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Around World’ (UA) and ‘Age For 
Love’ (UA). Will get along due to 
Fairbanks; indications for a good 
$10,500. Last week ‘Delicious’ (Fox); 
broke $11,000, fine, 


Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘Ladies 
of Big House’ (Par), Just so-so; 
not much more than $8,500. Last 
week ‘Sooky’ (Par), fair at $8,300. 
RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50) ‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U). Class trade only 
will see this one; not over $6,500; 
house now showing foreign films in 
conjunction with regular bill four 
times weekly. Last week ‘Peach 
O’Reno’ (Radio) good at $8,000. 
RKO Victory (1,600; 15-35) ‘Men 
of Chance’ (Radio) and ‘Freighters 
of Destiny’ (Tiff). Just so-so, $3,300. 
Last week ‘House Divided’ (U) and 
‘Tip Off’? (Pathe), $5,300, oke. 

Fays (1,600; 15-50) ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox) and vaude. Good all 
around bill and $7,000. Last week, 
‘Deadline’ (Col) nice at $7,200. 


‘Delicious’ and ‘Mata’ 
Even in 2 Portland 
Wks.—Each $19,000 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 4, 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
New Year biz drew an extra break 
this year with most houses holding 
two midnight mats New Year’s Eve 
and the following Saturday. Busi- 
ness in general jumped into okay 
figures. 


Two pictures held throughout 
holiday season for two week runs. 
These were ‘Delicious’ at the Broad- 
way and ‘Mata Hari’ at the United 
Artists, both running even with 
Garbo in the smaller house. 

Orpheum’s going a strong pace for 
top gross currently with ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable.’ Paramount came out 
of a recent slump with ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ and is getting results. 

Extra opposish offered by Ameri- 
can Legion, which opened the Fox 
Heilig to show sound version of 
“Birth of a Nation,” getting much 
free exploitation from Legion angle. 
Walter Seigfried opened new Duf- 
win stock troupe at the Dufwin, and 
is clicking fairly at 75-cent top. 
Troupe plans to last out the season 
at that house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Dishonorable’ (U) and vaude. Get- 
ting good results and holiday trade 
likely to go to $11,000. Last week 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) okay at 
$12,500. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-60)— 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) and F-M 
unit. With extra midnight mats, 
and to reach nice $10,500. Last week 
‘Sooky’ (Par) did fairly, $9,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000: 
25-60)—‘Delicious’ (Fox). Doing 
moderate second week for $6,500. 
First week big at $12,50. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60)—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). 
In second week and happy on $7,500. 
First week clicked for $12,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35)—‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ 
(FN). An okay $5,000. Last week 
had ‘Under 18’ (WB) $5,300. 











week ‘Private Lives’ (M-G), $12,300. 

Strand (1,865; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.)—‘Delicious’ (Fox). Held over 
for second week, a nice $8,700. Last 
week, $11,500. 

Brown (2,214; 15-25-30-40)— 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col). In eight 
days $7,200, mild. Last week ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe) $8,700. 

Rialto (2,910; 35-50) (Fourth Ave.) 
—‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
vaude. Will see good $16,700. Last 
week ‘Local Boy’ (FN), $14,100. 

Alamo (1,100; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.)—‘Under 18’ (WB). Oke at 
$6,800. Last week ‘Rainbow Trail’ 
(Fox) pulled surprise with nice 





Hari’ (M-G). Fine at $15,000. Last 


$5,000. 


‘LIVES’ MILD, $11,500 


Birmingham Eases Down—Tallulah, 
As Local Girl, $4,800 








Birmingham, Jan. 4. 
(Drawing population, 383,000) 
This week is moderate. How 
much the Alabama will draw with- 
out giving an auto away is a mat- 
ter of dispute. During December 
all sorts of prizes were distributed 
nightly. 

Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60) ‘Private Lives’ (M-G) and 
vaude., Picture is disappointing, 
but names will draw a mild $11,500. 
Last week ‘Delicious’ (Fox) copped 
a swell $13,000. 


Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U). Liked and $4,800, 
fair. Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ 


(Radio) good at $6,000. 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40) ‘His 
Woman’ (Par). Not very good, $2,- 


900. Last week ‘Silence’ (Par), 
moderate at $3,100. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40) 


‘The Cheat’ (Par). Tallulah Bank- 
head, Alabama girl, big draw here, 
$4,800. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox), $4,000. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25) ‘The 
Right of Way’ (FN) and ‘The 
Spider’ (Fox) splits. Fair at $900. 
Last week ‘Mad Parade’ (Par) and 
‘Wicked’ (Fox) another average 
week, $1,000. 


Minn. Having 
2d Big Week: 
Hyde $28,000 


Minneapolis, Jan. 4. 
(Drawing Pouplation, 500,000) 
Prosperity conspicuously in evi- 
dence along the Rialto again. Vigor- 
ous comeback of business, following 
the severe pre-Christmas' slump, 
has cheered the theatrical frater- 
nity. 
Chirstmas week was above ex- 


pectations and this week is also 
flying. Strength on the. screen 
undoubtedly is the principal factor 
in the spurt. 

Midnight shows new year’s eve 
figured in the Christmas week 
grosses of all loop houses, except 
the Pantages which started its new 
year’s week on Wednesday. That 
helped to swell last week gross- 
es considerably. The Minnesota 
amassed the magnificent sum of 
$31,000 Christmas week with ‘De- 
licious,” and this week ‘Jekyl and 
Hyde’ bids fair to hit a splendid 
$28,000 here. The Orpheum got 
close to $18,000 Christmas week with 
‘Peach O’ Reno’ and currently on 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ is pulling 
them in and looks like a nifty 
$16,000. 

The State had a special public 
preview of ‘Private Lives’ for its 
New Year’s Eve midnight show, and 
sold out at $1. Film is in later. 
House has ‘Ladies of Big House’ 
now, and is doing nicely, with $8,00C 
indicated. In point of total attend- 
ance the Lyric, with ‘Rainbow 
Trail,” broke house records Chi'*: 
mas week, 


Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) and unit. 
Great campaign helping; biggest 
Friday opening in theatre’s history: 
critics and public like it, and dandy 
week in prospect; should mean 
much to Freddie March here; looks 
like a fine $28,000. Last week ‘De- 
licious’ (Fox) nearly $30,300, great. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)—‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U) and vaude. Neat ad- 
vertising here, too; plenty of praise 
from reviewers and much word-of- 
mouth boosting; about $16,000, fine. 
Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) 
almost $18,000, swell. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—Ladies 
of Big House’ (Par). Sylvia Sydney 
getting a following and very good 
$10,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Sooky’ (Par) only $8,700. Midnite 
Show of ‘Private Lives’ (M-G) con- 
tributed over $2,000 at $1 a throw. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA). Swanson pop- 
ular and picture has built; this sec- 
ond week, including midnite New 
Year’s, may exceed $9,000, good. 
First week over $6,000 claimed, sat- 
isfactory. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox). No names to lure but 
picture liked and maybe $4,000, not 
so good. Last week ‘Rainbow Trail’ 
(Fox) broke some attendance rec- 
ords and got $5,600, fine. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Dead- 
line’ (Col) and ‘Speckled Band’ 
(FD), split. Should reach good $1,- 
100, with ‘Deadline’ accounting for 
most of it. Last week ‘Working 
Girls’ (Par) around $2,000, fine. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Am- 
bassador Bil’ (Fox) and ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U), split, second run. About 
$1,500, indicated; satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet,’ full 











seven days’ second loop run, about 
$2,500, good. 
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BUFFALO THRIVES 


‘Ladies’ Stands $25,000 Chance— 
‘Secret Service’ Ciose to $15,000 








Buffalo, Jan. 4. 

A real revival of boxoffice ac- 
tivity is taking place here currently. 
Improvement is a holdover from 
the holidays. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
unit. Heavy but with great stage 
show should earn fine $25,000. Last 
week ‘Delicious’ (Fox) bumper holi- 
day business for $31,000. 

Hippodrome (Publix) 
35-50) ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Should reach good $15,000. 
Last week ‘Local Boy’ (WB) and 
James Hall personally, skyrocketed 
to $20,900 in 7% days. 

Great Lakes (Publix (3,400; 25- 
35-50) ‘Private Lives’ (M-G). Smart 
business may edge past $20,000. 
Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) only $8,600 


(2,400; 25- 


in six days. 
Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
50) ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe). Looks 


good for $10,000. Last week 
of Broadway’ (M-G), $10,400. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35) ‘Bad 
Company’ (Radio). Indicates over 
$9,000. Last week ‘Dangerous Af- 
fair’ (Col) over $10,000. 


‘West 


Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25) 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). Looks big, 
maybe $3,000. Last week ‘Walling- 
ford’ (MG), $2,500. 





‘Mata’ $38,000 in 
Pitt—Buddy Rogers 
$35,000 at Stanley 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 4, 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 

Extra shows, holiday trade and 
b. o. names all along the line are ex- 
pected to start the year off in great 
fashion this week. Penn has ‘Mata 
Hari,’ while the Stanley has Buddy 
Rogers in person. A merry chase is 
anticipated. 

Counting New Year’s Eve mid- 
night figures in current week’s tak- 
ings, Penn should have slightly the 
better of the argument, with all-day 
picture trade, while Stanley, with 
weak ‘Under 18’ on screen, must 
depend on four-a-day Rogers draw. 
Looks line $38,000 for Garbo, with 
probably $35,000 for Rogers. 

Fulton is holding up surprisingly 
well on ‘Delicious.’ Possibilities of 
$9,000 for a second week and talk of 
holding it over again. Warner is 
getting seven days, as well as extra 
midnight show with ‘Manhattan Pa- 
rade’ and points to $11,000, while the 
Harris is sailing along to $5,800 with 
‘Heaven on Earth’ and vaude. ‘Her 
Majesty, Love,’ however, at Davis 
expected to take it on the chin at 
no better than $3,200, picture having 
taken a severe drubbing in the 
dailies, 

Impossible to tell yet just how 
much return of stage shows after 
15-week strike of musicians is go- 
ing to mean since last fortnight has 
been composed of holiday weeks 
with resultant boom of trade all 
around. Enright and Sheridan 
Square, in East Liberty, are fight- 
ing it out with vaudfilm on split- 
week policy, with Sheridan getting 
the break on screen product and 
Enright fighting back with fairly 
formidable stage names. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
5¢)—‘Her Majesty, Love’ (FN). In- 
different musical severely panned, 
and Marilyn Miller’s name unlikely 
to mean much; no better than poor 
$3,200 looked for. Last week 
‘Frankenstein’ (U), in second week, 
just short of $5,000, giving film close 
to $10,000 on fortnight, following big 
week at Stanley. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) 
15-25-35-50)—‘Delicious’ 
week). Running close to $9,000, ex- 
cellent. Follows $11,500 Xmas week 
opening; talk of a third week. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and vaude. 
Diamond street site off to good 
start with vaudfilm; takings more 
than doubled first week, and pos- 
sibilities of going to $5,800 for cur- 
rent session. Last week ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox) about $6,300. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Garbo still biggest 
name around here; should do mini- 
mum of $37,000; with a chance of 
going beyond that. Last week ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G), not counting 
New Year’s Eve midnight show, 
flirted with $33,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Under 18’ (WB) and stage show. 
Buddy Rogers in person the big 
noise this week; film attraction dis- 
counted almost entirely; looks like 
easy $35,000. Last week ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ (U) and Jean Harlow 
in person, $33,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 





(1,800; 10- 
(Fox) (24 


7 





Paris, Dec, 21, 
Film leader over here at prese 


is ‘Nitouche’ which has rolleq ~ 
around $53,000 on its opening fort. 
night at the Paramount. Business 
generally is fair but with few highe 
lights. 
‘Trader Horn’ has completed its 
15th week at the Madeleine ana is 


holding up pretty well. Some 14 
months after it premiered ‘Resqui]. 
ler’ is at the Imperial with the going 
none too smooth, 


Following table is for the week 
ending Dec. 17. 
Estimates 
Paramount (Par) (1,900) ‘Nie 
touche’ (Braunberger.) Still going 


strong; around $25,000 for its sece 
ond week; first week was $28,000. 

Gaumont Palace (G. F. F. A.) 
‘Captain Craddock’ (UPA). Second 
week at $16,000 against a $20,000 first 
week; not bad. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900) ‘Chanteur 
Inconnu’ (Osso). After a $19,000 
first week, eased to $15,000 second 
week, ° 

Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200) Roi 
du Cirage’ (Natan). Holding up well 
for a ficth week, $10,000. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200) ‘Apres 


Y’Amour’ (Natan). Doing as much 
in its second week as first, near 
+7,000. 


Miracles (Bailby) (700) ‘Congres 
s’Amuse’ (UFA). Sixth week here 
and $5,200; even with preceding 
week, 

Madeleine (Metro) (700) 
Horn’ (M-G). Touching 
15th week, very good. 

Aubert Palace (G. F. F. A.) (800) 
‘City Lights’ (UA). Second week 
slipped from $6,200 to $5,500. 

Colisee (Haik) (650) ‘La Chienne’ 
(Braunberger). Fourth week at this 
ritzy spot; $5,000 nice. 

Imperial (Natan) (500) ‘Resquile 
ler’ (Natan). Nearly 60 weeks be- 
tween this showing and the Moulin 
I-ouge where it opened; $2,000 poor. 


‘Ladies’ Newark Cinch, 
$30,000; Frank’ $28,000 


Newark, Jan. 4, 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Sensational business marks the 
opening of ‘Frankenstein’ at Proce 
tor’s. The crowd Saturday after- 
noon smashed glass doors, the brass 
stanchions, and things in general. 
Business was bad everywhere New 
Year’s due to steady rain. Special 
shows New Year’s Eve were gene 
erally good with prices from 75c. to 
$2 (at Proctor’s). 

New Year’s counts on this week 
for most houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) and F- 
M unit. Great opening, but prob- 
ably won't hold the gait; good at 
$16,000. Last week ‘Delicious’ (Fox) 
fine at $20,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col) and ‘Fore 
gotten Women’ (FN). Will benefit 
from Proctor’s overflow, $5,000. Last 
week ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) and ‘Rich 
Man’s Folly’ (Par) good at $6,300. 

Carlton (Ufa) (436; 35-50) —-4 
‘Operaball’ (Emelke). English titles 
and English translations dubbed on 
German film expected to draw 
American trade, as well as German; 
$1,500. Last week ‘Emil und die De- 
tektive’ (Ufa) fair at $1,100. ; 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50)—‘Die Lindenwirtin vom Rheim’ 
(Elsom). Second week fair at $1,000, 
Last week good at $2,100. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—‘Fly=- 
ing High’ (M-G) and vaude. Does 
not include New Year’s and okay at 
$16,500. Last week ‘Possessed’ (Me- 
G) splended at $27,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-30-35- 
50)—‘Surrender’ (Fox) and vaude, 
Not quite up to expectations, $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Under 18’ (WB) 
dropped from big opening to $12,000, 

Newark (Par-Adams) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60)—‘Ladies of Big House’ 
(Par) and vau’e. Very big near 
$30,000. Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) 
mats. and ‘Law of the Sea’ (Mono- 
gram) nights, $13,900. 


‘Trader 
$4,300 on 








Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300: 25-40- 
50-60)—‘Frankenstein’ (U) and 
vaude. Does not include New 


Year’s; terrific smash good for $28,- 
000 and may reach record of $29.100; 
probably holds over. Last week 
‘°C’ Reno’ (Radio) fine at $22,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) and ‘Range 
Feud’ (Col) with ‘Heaven on Earth 
(U) and ‘Law of the Tong’ (Syndi- 
eate) on split. Not so strong at 
$4,000. Last week ‘Local Boy’ (FN) 
and ‘Pocatello Kid’ (Tiff) with ‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA), on split okay at 
not quite $7,000. 


— 


‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB). Got New 
Year’s Eve opening; running 
through this Friday, which will give 
it seven days and likely $11,000. 
Last week Fairbanks travelog and 
‘Compromised’ (FN) in five days, 
just under $8,000. 
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London Film Biz Up—Champ’ $42,000; 


Think British ‘Susie’ Will Gross $350,000 


+ 





j 


London, Jan. 4. 

After the usual pre-holiday slump, 
picture houses in the West End 
have recovered nicely and are draw- 
ing pretty fair grosses. 

Holiday week was good to every- 
body in spite of the fact that most 
of the theatres were housing hold- 
over films. 

Estimates for Last week 
(Based on the current rate of 
exchange) 
Capito!l—‘Sunshine Susie’ (Gains- 
borough) (5th week). Averaging 
over $10,200; exceptional for this 
house; picture considered the best 
English offort to date and is figured 
to gross about $350,000 on its gen- 
eral release;. ‘Yellow Passport’ re- 

places here Jan. 11. 

Carlton—‘Five Star Final’ (FN). 
Under $10,000, but picture sched- 
uled to stick six weeks if not drop- 
ping below $9,000; indications are 
that it will barely hang a month. 

Dominion — ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
and Carmo’s Circus. Getting about 
$20,400 on three shows daily; cir- 
cus gets $1,360 weekly, expected to 
stay six weeks, but may not linger 
more than a month, after which pic- 
ture will go grind. 

Empire—The Champ’ (M-G). Got 
$42,500 first week and holding; good 
for a third week with no trouble, 
but will have to make room for 
‘Cuban Love Song’ (M-G) because 
house is behind schedule. 

Leicester Square—‘Secret Service’ 
(Radio). Got $9,200, and gave way 
to “Shanghaied Love’ (Col) and 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col). 

Pavilion—Tonight’s the Night’ 
(BIP) and ‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
(Unique). Disappointing at $3,800, 
especially with ‘Alice’ hoping to ob- 
tain some kid trade during the holi- 
days. ‘Tonight’ will be held with 
‘Strictly Business’ (BIP), replacing 
fairy story. 

Marble Arch — ‘Skylino’ (Fox). 
About $4,100, and replaced by ‘Old 
Man’ (British Lion), an Edgar Wal- 
lace yarn. 

New Gallery—Mischief’ (B.&D.). 
Doing nicely to the tune of $9,500 
for it’s third week; ‘Round the 
World’ (UA) replaces Jan. 11. 

Plaza—‘Huckleberry Finn’ (Par). 
Got over $17,000 for 11 days; ‘Once 
a Lady’ (Par) replaced and looks 
good for a week, 

Regal — ‘Lovelace’ (BIP). Got 
$8,500, and is holding over. 

Tivoli—‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa) 
(6th week). Still good at an aver- 
age $13,600 clip; moves out Jan. 
11 to make room for ‘Rhapsody’ 
(B.&D.). 


N. 0. Bets Greta at 
6 to 5 Over Norma 
In Screen B. 0. Fray 


New Orleans, Jan. 4. 

Two boxoffice names are battling 

for supremacy here this week. Greta 
Garbo in ‘Mata Hari,’ at the State 
and Norma Shearer in ‘Private 
Lives’ at the Saenger. Garbo plus 
Nevarro has an edge and will be 
around $19,000, against the Shearer 
Montgomery combo’s $16,000. 
_ Pitting of the stars against each 
other had the local fans so wrought 
up they were making Garvo a 7 to 
5 favorite but with the appearance 
of much Shearer money the odds 
dropped to 6 to 5. The battle has 
caused more comment and excite- 
ment around here than anything of 
the sort in some time. 

Other houses caught between two 
cards are suffering. ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable,’ at the Orpheum, is feel- 
ing the pressure the most. 

Estimates For This Week 

Loew's State (3,200; 60)—‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G). Garbo supreme here 
at the wicket and will pass $19,000. 
Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) got $12,- 


000 in six days, 

aenger (3,600; 65)—Private 
Lives’ (M-G). Miss Shearer handi- 
Capped some by class vehicle, but 


looks like $16,000; good. Last week 








- ‘Delicious’ (Fox) got $14,000. 


ot rpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Dishonor- 
, . (U). Will get $11,000; would 
nAY e done better but for heavy com- 
petition. Last week ‘Peach 0’ 
€no’ (Radio), $10,000. 
; trand (1,800; 50)—‘Platinum 
7 a, (Col). Doing fairly well 
oe Will grab $3,500. Last week 
tusband S Holiday’ (Par), $3,200. 
oF Odor (800; 35)—‘Rainbow Trail’ 
OX). Light for $2,500. Last week 


‘Ben Hur’ (M-G i 4 
$3,700. (M-G) surprised with 


GERING WANTS IT KNOWN 
aude. s ariety’ head writer tagged a 
iss onto Marion Gering last week 
nh @ report that the director had ar- 
Tived in the east. 

a ‘Miss’ don't go. He's very 
uch male and asks that there be 
no doubt about it. 





‘FRANKENSTEIN’ $20,000 


Easily Leads New Haven—Majesty’ 
and Vaude at Sherman, $14,000 








New Haven, Jan. 4. 
(Drawing Population, 300,000) 
Looks like ‘Frankenstein’, at the 
Poli, will have things its own way 
this week. Should touch high fig- 
ure for the depression period. 
Roger Sherman’s eight-act vaude 
offering stiff competition and seems 
set for nice figure in second week 
of this policy. Paramount is slash- 
ing expenses to meet the battle for 
local trade. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘Ladies of Big House’ and unit. 
(Par) Shaping for nice $16,000. Last 
week ‘Sooky (Par), $13,200, just fair. 


Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) and vaude. Set for a 
heavy $20,000. Last week ‘Deli- 


cious’ (Fox), a sweet $17,500. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65) 

‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) and vaude. 

Good for $14,000 with stage cred- 


ited. Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
(Pathe) got nice $16,500. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Our 
Children’ (Radio). On way to fair 
$3,400. Last week ‘Guardsman 
(M-G), good, $4,500. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Men in 
Her Life’ and ‘Reckless Living’. 
Looks moderate, $3,600. Last week 
‘Working Girls’ (Par) and ‘Good 


Sport’ (Fox) a mild $3,400. 


‘Working Girls’ $13,000; 
‘Peach’ $13,500—Col. 


Columbus, Jan. 4. 

(Drawing Population, 475,000) 

After enough holiday biz to put 
smiles on the faces of all local op- 
erators and managers, the present 
week is going to be one of those 
pick and choose things. A certain 
falling off all around. 

Garbo, at the Broad, is the major 
draw. Palace, with a nut film, al- 
ways a draw here, should do well. 
This house stood ’em plenty last 
aveek with Singer’s Midgets and 
‘Sooky,’ but too many kid tickets 
kept the gross down. 

Estimates for this week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Peach O’ Reno’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Stands nice chance for $13,500 this 
week, good. Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) 
and midgets unit at nice $12,500. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50) 
—Working Girls’ (Par) and unit. 
Will be satisfied if reaching $13,000. 
Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G), and unit, 
good at $15,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—‘Mati Hari’ (M-G). On way to 
plenty, $13,000. Last week ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G), over big at $11,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Hasn’t much 
chance to better meagre $2,800. 
Last week ‘Her Majesty’s Love’ 
(FN), stood up well for fine $4,200. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
‘Under 18’ (WB). On way to build 
$2,500. Last week ‘Secret Service’ 
(Radio), $2,200. 


‘Hari’ Slow as ‘Delicious’ 
Does $16,000 in 2 Wks 


Indianapolis, Jan. 4. 

Business just about holding its 
own during the holidays. Over at 
the Circle ‘WKBF Radio Revels’ 
augment ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ and 
Maurice Chevalier is booked in at 
English’s for two concerts Jan. 22. 

‘Delicious’ is running for a second 
week at the Apollo, Crowds stand- 
ing in block long line yesterday 
(Sunday) to see the Farrell-Gaynor 
combo. 

The Ohio, seating 1,400 (Publix), 
has no date for reopening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—“Woman From Monte Carlo” 
(FN) and F-M unit. Advertising 
picture as world opening, along with 
New York; should get $18,000, good 
figure. Last week ‘Her Majesty 
Love’ (FN) reaped $17,000, but 
pulled New Year’s Eve for ‘Work- 
ing Girls’ (Par) for one night only. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). Special 
stage presentation of local radio 
talent; about $10,000, good for this 
house. Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par), 
almost $9,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Started 
slow but expected to climb to 
$8,500, pretty fair. Last week ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G), hit $8,500. 

Apollo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 25-35- 
50)—‘Delicious’ (Fox) (2nd week). 
This week close to $8,000. Same 
figure last week. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (Vaudefilm) 
(2,600; 25-35-50)—‘Under 18’ (WB) 




















and vaude. Maybe $19,000. 


Extras’ Nice Sendoff 


Hollywood, Jan. 4, 

Year’s closing week was the best 
in December for the extras, an aver- 
age of 597 working daily. Their 
real Christmas present was the day 
after Christmas—pay checks for 
1,116. 

Eddie Buzzell’s 327 in a fight 
stadium for his Columbia feature 
was the main set of that day. 
Twenty-nine features working last 
week, and the carry-over for 1932 
is 26, with eight more in sight this 
week, 


Mastbaum Is on 
Way to $125,000 
For First 2 Wks 


Philadelphia, Jan. 4. 

As was to be expected the Mast- 
baum, reopening last week after a 
dark spell of a couple of months, 
and offering one of the biggest 
stage shows this town has seen in 
many moons, was last week's 
highlight in the downtown picture 
house situation. What's more, with 
another elaborate bill this week, it 
looks as if Philly’s biggest film the- 
atre will set the pace for some time 
to come. 

Last week’s Mastbaum array, an 
$18,000 stage show $12,000 of which 
went to the acts, the town’s most 
expensive film house lineup, in- 
cluded Buddy Rogers, Benny Rubin, 
Jack Haley and Armida on the 
stage with “Her Majesty Love” on 
the screen. The gross was around 
$65,000. This week with Joe Cook. 
Jean Harlow, Teddy Joyce, and 
Shaw and Lee on the stage and 
“Strictly Dishonorable”’ on _ the 
screen, between $55,000 and $60,000 
is expected. Natural post-holiday 
let down is likely to be partially off- 
set by interest in stage artists. 
City is wondering how long the 
Stanley-Warner people will, or can, 
keep up the pace and what will 
happen when stage shows get back 
to normalcy. 

The Fox was also sensational last 
week with “Delicious” and no em- 
phasis on the stage show. Farrell 
and Gaynor dragged them in to the 
tune of nearly $39,000. This week 
should see the same film beat 
$30,000. 

The Boyd had a red hot week 
with ‘Mata Hari’ but is likely to 
take a sizable drop this week 
though there is some talk of a third 
week. Here, as in the case of all 
downtown houses except the couple 
that didn’t change bills until Sat- 
urday, the big New Year’s day and 
Saturday business is bound to hold 
current week’s figures up. Even 
the heavy rain on the holiday and 
the Mummer’s parade Saturday, 
although they had a definite effect, 
didn’t dent attendance a great deal. 

With Mastbaum back in the field 
the problem is going to be to find 
suitable pictures for the S-W Big 
Four: Mastbaum, Boyd, Stanley and 
Stanton. 


Estimates for This Week 
Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) and 
stage show. House looks to be in 
for another walloping big week; 
should come within grand or so of 
$60,000. Last week ‘Her Majesty 
Love’ (FN) re-opened house after 
dark period with imposing stage 
array and during holidays beat 
$65,000, great. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75} ‘Delicious’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Easily the 
best of the recent Farrell-Gaynor 
pictures here, despite some luke- 
warm notices; about $35,000 in first 
week and should get $25,000 this 


week. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75) ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G). Third of the holi- 
day smashes; last week it got 
around $30,000 and should hit near 
$24,000 this week. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75) ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G). Last of this firm’s pictures 
reserved for S-W_ release; looks 
like about $23,000 this week with 
heavy competition from Mastbaum’s 
second big bill. Last week Garbo 
film $30,000, strong. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) 
(Par). Figures around $20,000, 
pretty fair. Last week ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U), naturally off in fourth 
week but strong at $14,000. 











‘Sooky’ 


Stanton (1,700; 25-65) ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe). Should go over 
$11,000. ‘Cheat’ (Par) weak last 


week on less than’ $9,000. 

Earle (2,200; 25-65) ‘Guilty Gen- 
eration’ (Col) and vaude. Eight 
acts and likely around $19,500. Last 
week ‘Makers of Men’ (Col) re- 
opened house with Trixie Friganza 
on stage and strong at $26,000. 
Karliton (1,000; 50) ‘Her Majesty 
Love’ (FN). Moved from Mast- 
baum and rates $6,500. Last week 


‘False Madonna’ (Par) in four days, 
$4,500. 

Arcadian (600; 50) ‘West of 
Broadway’ (M-G). Doesn’t look so 


forte; maybe $3,000. Last week 





‘Possessed’ (M-G) good on $5,500. 
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‘Hyde’ $60,000—Ladies’ $80,000, 
‘Mata’ Is Chasing Cap's Record 
And ‘Delish’s’ 2 Wk. $216,000 





New York film sites are swing- 
ing into the stretch of a hectic fort- 
night but it’s been a pip in some 
spots while it lasted. This week's 
battle is a three-cornered affair be- 


tween the Capitol, Paramount and 
Rivoli, with ‘Mata Hari,’ ‘Ladies of 
the Big House’ and ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ the respective features. De- 


spite the disparity in the capacities, 
the comparatively small Rivoli is 
taking no lip from the big ’uns and 
won't be far away from $60,000 when 
the week is over. ‘Hyde’ has the 
aid of a New Year’s Eve start but 
this total is by far the best the 
house has done in months. 

Garbo, plus the volunteered hys- 
teria of the taboid columnists over 
whether she was in town or not 


throughout the week prior to 
‘Mata’s' premiere, resulting in 
heavy and consistent space, has a 


good chance of breaking her Cap- 
itol record of $109,000. The picture 
came in the 3lst and will approach 
$110,000 on its first seven days. If 
allowing the feature an eight-day 
week the old record is bound to go 
under. House is running into the 
wee hours doing extra shows and 
the New York film bunch is inter- 
ested because they don’t think much 
of the film as a picture, but are 
checking to what extent that Garbo, 
Novarro, Barrymore and Stone 
lineup will camouflage everything 
else, 

Paramount is also flitting back to 
high numbers on the °'32 start and 
ought to nudge an excellent $80,000 
when the week concludes. Roxy is 
holding ‘Delicious’ a second week 
and may see $85,000 on the exten- 
sion, after sweeping through to a 
surprise $131,400 last week. 

Marquee Names 

No question that Broadway has 
been getting additional information 
on marquee names the past couple 
of weeks between the Gaynor-Far- 
rell combo and the Garbo support 
list. In contrast stand ‘Ladies’ and 
‘Hyde’ which only have Sylvia Sid- 
ney and Fredric March as their cast 
leads, with the latter films doing 
almost as well as the ‘personality’ 
entries. In fact, ‘Hyde’ is the cur- 
rent crop’s real punch. 

Christmas Week started slowly, 
never really getting under way un- 
til Monday (28). Christmas Day was 
around 10% off all over the east 
with Saturday and Sunday not 
much more than normal, But the 
flood hit Monday and never stopped 
until New Year’s Day (last Friday) 
when a cold and steady rain under- 
mined most of the houses, at least 
on Broadway. 

Regardless of the inclemency the 
current week is big and you can 
take your choice as to whether 
screen merit is drawing to the four 
pace making grind houses or if the 
names involved are doing it. In 
either case this quartet has opened 
up a decided drain on the remaining 
theatres which will show but fair 
totals on the present stanza. 

For instance, ‘Strictly Dishonor- 
able’ won’t do much over §$13,- 
000 at the Mayfair, a very ordinary 
sum there, while the Winter Gar- 
den and ‘Manhattan Parade’ will 
cut itself a thin $22,000 second 
week slice. The Strand is jogging 
along at a slightly more brisk pace 
on Lil Dagover’s debut and ‘Woman 
from Monte Carlo’ may acquire 
$25,000. 

The $2 triumvirate is not having 
smooth sailing; ‘Arrowsmith’ is do- 
ing well nights, but not so after- 
noons and ‘Hell Divers’ is light at 
the Astor night and day. This one 
is apt to be pulled anytime if Metro 
has a replacement on tap. The Cri- 
terion’s ‘Explorers’ has also now 
reached the indifferent stage, de- 
spite its auspices. 

One unusual wrinkle of Christmas 
week was the inability of ‘Sooky’ to 
work up momentum at the Rivoli. 
Juvenile picture only stayed two 
weeks and closed out to a weak 
$22,500 on 7% days after a $19,400 
pre-Xmas total. Meanwhile, the 
Swanson ‘Tonight or Never’ is going 
along pretty well at the Rialto, but 
‘Forbidden’ will replace it Jan. 14. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2)—‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (2nd week). Not happy here 
and may depart as soon as suc- 
cessor is picked. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-28-$1.50) ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) (1st week) Stage show. 
Chance for Garbo to beat own record 
of $109,000; opened 31st and every 
prospect of $110,000 on seven-day 
week; got freak press break with 
columnists falling the hard way in 
refuting each other’s stories in press 
and on radio whether Greta was in 
town or not; a perfect buildup thru- 
out week prior to film opening. Last 
week ‘Private Lives (M-G) good 
around $60,000 on six-day second 
week. 

Criterion (886; $1-$1.50) ‘Explor- 
ers of World’ (Raspin). Going along 





indifferently now; probably $10,000 


last week but few indications of 
stability at scale. 

Gaiety (S808; $1-$2) ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA) (5th week). Getting vast ma- 
jority of trade at night and $16,500 
for holiday week okay; decision due 
whether film sticks until Feb. or 
withdraws by mid-January. 

Paramount (3,664; 50-65-85) ‘La- 
dies of Big House’ (Par). Siage 
show. Plenty of ginger wrapped up 
in $80,000 prospect but won't hold 


over; best total here in long time. 
Last week ‘Husband’s Holiday’ 
(Par) and Cab Calloway band 


spritely at $70,700, though not un- 
usual gross for holiday week. 
Riaito (2,000; 45-65-85) ‘Tonight 
or Never’ (UA) (3d week). Drift- 
ing on holiday tide for maybe $25,- 


000 this week, mild. Last week 
$27,500 and moves out to permit 
‘Forbidden’ (Col) to open here 
Jan. 14, 


Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) ‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U). Previously at Cri- 
terion for $2 and disappointing on 
first pop priced showing; mere $18,- 
000 indicated this week and likely 
feeling surrounding pressure. Last 
week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) drew 
pretty fair $26,100; Wheeler and 
Woolsey not strong Broadway en- 
ticements. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—‘Jek- 
yll and Hyde’ (Par) (1st week). 
Carries smash characteristics in 


$60,000 opening week; only house on 
street to have a b. o. line early 
Monday afternoon; getting strong 
lip to ip, and figure is of mountain- 
ous size for house and pace of re- 
cent months. Last week ‘Sooky’ 
(Par) but $22,500 and out after very 
disappointing two weeks. 

Roxy (6,200; 60-75-$1.50)—‘De- 
licious’ (Fox). Stage show (24d 
week). From mild start built to 
terrific proportions and may have 
drawn lot of trade ‘Sooky’ wouid 
normally have attracted; pace suffi-, 
cient to mean around $85,000 on 
holdover after rolling up tremen- 
dous $131,400 last week. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1)— 
‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ (FN). 
Lil Dagover’s debut in American 
film; considering heavy opposition 
$25,000 here all right. Last week 
‘Under 18’ (WB) $24,500, just so-so 
considering jolly times. 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75) ‘Safe 
in Hell’ (FN). Sent in here after 


previously playing Strand; has 
chance to edge into five figures, 
okay for this stand. Last week 


‘Alice in Wonderland’ (Unique) drew 





sufficient vacationing tots to amass 
pleasant $7,800. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1) ‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) (2nd 
week). Fair at $22,000. Last week 
opened to $29,900; exits to permit 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) Jan, 14, 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75) 
‘Der Kleine Seitensprung’ (Ufa). 
Showing little pep and possibility 
of $4,000. Last week, final of ‘Emil 
und die Detektive’ (Ufa) only $1,500. 


Hell’ $22,000, Capital; 
‘Delish’ $61,000—2 Wks 


Washington, Jan. 4. 

Return of vaude to Keith’s has 
apparently clicked, with the current 
week topping the first. Funny part 
of it is that the other houses don’t 
seem to be suffering to any great 
extent, with the possible exception 
of the habit house, the Palace. 

Earle is also playing vaude and 
felt it last week, but currently with 
Belle Baker is doing very well. 

Figures for this week include New 
Year’s midnight shows. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35-50) 
—‘Possessed’ M-G). On its second 
week and still grinding them in; will 
do $10,000 easily. Last week same 
film $15,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35)—‘Safe in Hell’ 
(FN) and vaude. Seems headed for 
fine $22,000. Last week ‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) $18,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)—‘De- 
licious’ (Fox). In its second stanza 
easing considerably, but $23,000 all 
right. Last week same film, $38,100, 
house grabbing extra holiday prices 
over others when government em- 
ployees were given full day Satur- 
day. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75)—‘Around World’ (UA). Doing 
excellently and will run over $11,000. 
Last week ‘Penrod’ (FN) to $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50-75) 
—‘Sooky’ (Par) and stage show. 
Maybe $18,000. Last week ‘Side- 
walks of New York’ (M-G) and 
Conrad Nagel in person around $23,- 
000. 

Rialto——Dishonorable’ (U). On its 
second week will do about $6,000, 
against $9,000 last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and vaude 
heading for $22,000. oke. Last week 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) and first 











vaude bill, about $20,000. 
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Stock Market in New Low Ground: 


Amusements Neglected; Loew at 24; 


Dribblinge liquidation yesterday 
(Mon.) carried the stock market to 
the lowest point of the bear market, 
most of the selling being concen- 
trated in about a dozen pivotal 
stocks. The amusements did fairly 
well, in the absence of pressure, al- 
though Loew, the most important 
point in the theatre group at 24, 
came within a hair of violating its 
former bottom. 

The bond list did better, with the 
amusement loans likewise ignored. 
The two Paramount liens gave 
ground in small. dealings, while 
most of the others did not appear 
on the tape at all. 

No news was present to account 
for the weakness, a surprise to the 
Street which had looked for some 
sort of gesture of support to start 
the New Year. Most of the head- 
lines had to do with Washington’s 
legislative proceedings, but there 
was nothing in them to inspire the 
gloomy picture presented by the 
tape. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
ages, issued in preliminary form at 
the close, gave the figure 71.59, 
compared to the closing of Dec. 18, 
previous low, of 73.68. 

Everything was down, more or 
less, but the wide break in the index 
figure was brought about by the 

(Continued on page 31) 


‘Delicious’ $26,000 
In Two Balto Weeks; 
‘Hyde’ Is Big, $20,000 


Baltimore, Jan. 4. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Despite rather stiff opposition of 
legit and vaude, picture trade is 
booming. That is where the screen 
stuff is important, and mosi of it is 
at the moment. 

Conrad Nagel is the in-person 
top-liner at the Century this week, 
and is accounting for a considerable 
share of the swollen intake. The 
Stanley looks very good, but not as 
big with ‘Tonight or Never. The 
Valencia is handed a first run ‘Her 
Masepty Love,’ and should justify. 
‘Deiicious’ holds over at the New 
and ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ moves 
from Keith’s to the Auditorium. 
Former house takes on ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde.’ ‘Corsair’ second runs at the 
Parkway. ‘Peach o’ Reno’ on screen, 
plus Jack Norworth on stage looks 
okay at the combo Hipp. ‘Two 
Hearts’ holds over at caviar Europa, 
this being the third successful en- 
gagement of this musical here. 

Xmas week was big all round. The 
Stanley topped with ‘Mata Hari.’ 
‘Sooky,’ at the Century, was a satis- 
factory runner-up. ‘Delicious’ was 
very big at the New and ‘Secret 
Service’ ditto at the Hipp. ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ was okay at Keith's. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA)—The Cheat’ 
(Par) and stage show. (3,200; 25- 
60). Started with a jam, New Year's 
helping; much favorable comment 
on Nagel on stage; should do very 
good $26,000. Last week ‘Sooky’ 
(Par) got the juve trade, and mats 
were immense; nights could have 
been better; biz okay if not sensa- 
tional, $23,000. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) (3,600; 
25-60). Swanson still has following; 
besides, house got tremendous mo- 
mentum and great trailer plug for 
this one; should cross $23,000. Last 
week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) a mop-up 
for $27,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) —‘Her Ma- 
jesty Love’ (FN) (1,200; 25-50). Say 
a good $4,000. Last week ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G) accounted for satis- 
factory but not outstanding holiday 
draw, $3,700, 

Parkway (Loew-UA) — ‘Corsair’ 
(UA) (1,00; 25-50). Counted on to 
do better at this uptown stand than 
in pre-holiday week at Stanley; 
maybe satisfactory $4,800. ‘Private 
Lives,’ last week, day and dated with 
Val, getting a good $5,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) — ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde” (Par) (2,500; 25-50). 
Counted on for excellent intake; 
about $20,000 expected. Last week 
‘Dishonorable’ (U) got pretty good 
$12,000. 

Hipp (Rappaport)—‘Peach o’ Reno’ 
(Radio) and vaude. (2,500; 25-50). 
Looks good and should see $17,000. 
Last week ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) 
important with $16,000. 

New (Mechanic)—‘Delicious’ (Fox) 
(1,800; 25-50). Holdover and excel- 
lent second week of at least $10,000. 
Same picture last week went to the 
big total of $16,000, 

Auditorium (Schanbergers)—'‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U) (1,500; 25-50). Moved 
up from Keith’s and, despite stiff 








Dec. Bottoms Broken; Index 71.59 





Yesterday’s Prices 











Pa 
PICTURE GROSSES Tuesday, January 5, 1932 
——-——— om _—— 
HYDE’ $11,500 AND ’ , 1 
or 0 t; 
‘PEACH’ $24,000, K. C : . . 
oe e 
tyne cere ) | 
Kansas City, Jan. 4. isters oun an 
If New Year’s Eve special open- ' b 
ings and the present pace mean 
anything, at least three of the first é e 9 ° ° 
runners—Mainstreet, Midland, and S ne ee 
Newman—will chalk up some of the e e 
best grosses they have registered 
in a year. 
New Year’s mob jammed the 
theatres, The Midland was the only Los Angeles, Jan. 4, week over $20,000, including heavy wb 
one to retain its last week's picture stage show, pretty fair. 14 


Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last ch’g 
9,200 East. K... 77% 73 713% Ms 
1.0008 Boe A..sca. 3 2% 2% 
1,600 Gen. Th... 56 % wy— %& 
3,200 Loew ..... 25 24 24% — % 
40 Orph. pf.. 6 6 6 — % 
6.700 Pare? .ccv, 7 6% 66— % 
400 Pathe A... 2 2 2+% 
6,100 RCA ..... 556 5 5t2— & 
1,200 RKO ...+. 2% 2% 2% 
100 Shub ..... % % %+% 
40 Univ. pf... 37 37 37 — % 
5,100 W. B.....; 25 2% 2%— % 
BONDS* 
2,000 Gen. Thr.. 3% 3 3% — % 
5,000 Par-F .... 46% 45 45 —1% 
21,000 Par-P .... 39 387% 37%-—2 


2,000 Pathe .... 59 59 59 
CURB 

100 Col. P. pf. 3% 
300 Gen. T. pf. % % 


* Sales and prices to 2:10 p. m. 











‘HARI’ PUSHING FOR 
$28,000 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Jan, 4. 
With the holidays over film biz will 
be back to normal. The State, with 
‘Mata Hari’ at its scale should see 
a fine $28,000. Town has several 
good pictures which should help 
hold things up. 
Estimates for This Week 
Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75) ‘Ladies 
of Big House’ and unit. Headed for 
pretty fair $35,000. Last week ‘De- 
licious’ (Fox) excellent, $43,300. 
Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65) ‘Dishon- 
orable’ (U). Not much over $16,000, 
light. Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ 
(Radio) $18,000. 


Keith - Boston (4,000; 35-50) 
‘Heaven On Earth’ and ~vaude. 
Around $14,500, so-so. Last week 


‘The Deceiver’ good, $21,890. 

Scollay (Publix) (vaudfilm) ‘De- 
licious’ (Fox). Gaynor-Farrell com- 
bine should net big $17,000. Last 
week ‘X Marks Spot’ oke at $11,000. 

State (4,000; 35-50) ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) and vaude. Headed for big 
week of $28,000. Last week ‘Private 
Lives’ excellent at $28,500. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60) ‘Jekyli 
and Hyde’ (Par). Should have good 
$11,000 at end of week, Last week 
‘Sooky’ (Par) $10,500. 

Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60) ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par). Headed for about 
$8,000. Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) fair 
at $7,000. 


‘Dishonorable’ Fair at 
Frisco Orph, $16,000 


San Francisco, Jan. 4. 

Extra New Year’s Eve shows and 
slackening of two weeks’ heavy 
rains is sending picture grosses to 
a satisfactory level. ‘The Champ’ 
is a winner in shooting the Para- 
mount much above its usual intake. 
The Orpheum, with ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable,’ is also all right but not 
big. 

Fox with ‘The False Madonna’ 
and Warfield with ‘Safe in Hell’ are 
none too hot. ‘Tonight or Never’ at 
United Artists, town’s only holdover, 
doing satisfactorily. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘False Madon- 
no’ (Par) and stage show. Possibly 
a fair $32,000. Last week ‘Delicious’ 
(Fox) hit good $47,000, but not big 
for holidays. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Okay at $18,000 this week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—‘Dishonorable’ (U). Going fairly 
for possible $10,000. Last week 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) hit okay 
$14,000; house now clicking merrily 
after looking pretty sad a few weeks 
back. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘Champ’ (M-G). FWC, attempting 
to build this house up, shifting its 
ace product in here; ‘Champ’ may 
go $22,500, Fst here in months. 
Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) grabbed 
fair $14,000. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)-- 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) (2d week). 
Ge*ting an okay $10,000. First week 
was $12,500. 

Waffield (Fox) 





(2,672; 35-50-60) 
—‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) and stage 
show. Picture has little pull, credit 
going to stage show and Paul Ash: 
$22,000 indicated. Last week ‘Rain- 
bow Trail’ (Fox) $23,000. 


Warners § (1,365; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB). Fair at 
$6,500. Last week ‘Under 18’ (WB) 


only $8,000. 





week ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (414 days), 
under $5,000. 

Rivoli (Rome) — ‘Maker of Men’ 
(Col) (1,800; 25-40). Probably oke 
$4,500. Last week ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 


for the finish, so ‘Private Lives’ got 
a break. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50) 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Looks big for 
$28,000. Last week ‘Private Lives’ 


(M-G) opened Christmas Day and 
with extra New Year’s Eve got $21,- 
000. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60) 
‘Peach O’Reno’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Natural for this house; prospects 
for a fine $24,000. Last week ‘De- 
licious’ (Fox) and local kiddie revue 
smashed at $29,000. 
Newman (1,980; 
and Hyde’ (Par). 


25-35-50) ‘Jekyll 
New Year’s Eve 


oper.ing, with lights, cameras and 
everything; .will hit around good 
$11,500. Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par), 
failed to create the interest ex- 
pected, $8,800. 

Liberty ‘Mad Genius’ (WB). Will 
not be important at $4,500. Last 
week ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) created 


interest and got $6,100. 


Cincinnati Sees Some Neat 
Sums—'Lives’ $14,000 


Cincinnati, Jan. 4, 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 
With the aid of New Year’s Eve 
performances and an_ eight-day 
week, several houses temporarily 
rounded that W. K. corker. Holiday 
week was like old times with B. O. 
lines, holdouts, etc. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) —‘Her 
Majesty Love’ (FN) and vaude. 
Film secondary in draw; Lillian 
Roth on stage; good at $24,000. Last 
week ‘Secret Service’ (Radio), $30,- 
000 with $1.50 midnight show count- 
ing. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50)— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). Critics ad- 








versely view plot revisions, but a 
$15,500 gush is satisfying. Last 
week ‘Delicious’ (Fox) strong at 
$20,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 30-50)— 


‘Dishonorable’ (U). Pianissimo on 
sexy dialog gutted this, reviewers 
think, possibly explaining a weak 
$9,500. Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ 
(Radio) powerful $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50)— 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G). Everything 
about this a draw here, and indi- 
cated $16,000 is terrific; opened 
Friday. Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) 
better than anticipated, $11,500. 

Keith’s (Libson)—‘Maker of Men’ 


(Col). Low at $2,500. Last week 
‘Surrender’ (Fox) $4,500. 
Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 


‘Under 18’ (FN) and ‘Safe in Hell’ 
(WB) split. No draw and poor 
2,200; opened Friday. Last week 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) $2,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-35)— 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) and ‘Fanny 
Foley’ (Radio) split. Good with 
$3,500. Last week ‘Big Shot‘ (Pathe) 
and ‘Night Beat’ (Independent) also 
$3,500. 


Flying High’ Up, $16,000, 
As Denver Takes Drop 


Denver, Jan. 4. 

The Paramount looks to better 
average this week, while others are 
headed toward average or below. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—Dishonorable’ (U). Just fair, 
near $6,500. Last week ‘Delicious’ 
(Fox) took $7,500, good. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
unit. Has chance for pleasant $16,- 
000. Last week ‘Private Lives’ (M- 








G), a good’ mat picture, took in 
$19,100. , 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 


35-50) —‘Flying High (M-G). Should 
be around $13,000, fine. Last week 
‘Sooky’ (Par) took a drop and fin- 
ished to $7,500. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,000; 
50)—X Marks Spot’ (Tiff). Looks 
okay at $3,500. Last week, opening 
week under Huffman, a fine figure 
of $5,000 on ‘Heaven on Earth’ (U). 

Tabor (Huffman) (1,900; 25-35- 
50)—‘Good Sport’ (Fox). Poor on 
$7,000 gait. Last week ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox) stood ’em in lobby and 
grossed $11,000, splendid. 


25-35- 





Notice 





Comparative film grosses for 
December will be found on 
pages 27 and 29. 











competition, say $5,000 plus. Last 


Fatal Hour,’ $5,000, 








Special New Year’s Eve shows at 

$1.50 to $3 reserved seat 
in almost all the local key 
houses took care of almost every 
theatre’s gross this week. But 
after New Year’s, what? That’s the 
ery of practically every house. Most 
acute shortage of product faces all 


theatres, with almost everybody 
now scurrying for outside films and 
for stage names to bolster the 
poorer pix. 

‘Frankenstein,’ with just under 
$20,000 at the Orph, is duplicating 
its smash trade all over, giving that 
house a figure it hasn't seen for 
months. 

Sid Grauman, back at the helm of 
the Chinese, knocked over a $27,000 
opening week with ‘Hell Divers’ and 
an elaborate stage prolog and will 
better that with the help of the 
double New Year’s Eve shows at 
$2 and $3 tops, thus giving the 
house a double-barrelled ‘premiere’ 
take comparable to the $3 opening 
of last week. House hasn't seen 
anything approaching $30,000 in 
well over a year. 

‘Men of Chance’ (RKO) at the 
Hillstreet, with $17,000 also hene- 
fited by the extra holiday midnight 
shows, although RKO vaude has 
maintained an excellent pace and is 
building if anything. Paramount is 
holding over ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ this 
week after a fine $28,000 first week. 
Local ads have copied the ‘Franken- 
stein’ ballyhoo in plugging the Par 
pic, whieh helped after a slow start. 
House is also going heavy currently 
on stage show with Harry Barris 
and Bobbe Arnst heading. Demand 
for ‘Hyde’ was apparent at New 
Year preview of ‘Reckless Age,’ but 
omitting the advertised feature. 
Customers tore up lobby frames, 
carpets, etc. ‘Hyde’ was eventually 
screened that night. 

Loew’s State is also bullish on 
stage show with Roscoe Ates and 
Ginger Rogers, plus the regular 
F-M Idea to bolster ‘Stepping Sis- 
ters’ (Fox) to over $25,000, good. . 

‘Ladies of Big House’ premiered 
at the midnite shows at the U. A., 
and is paced at $10,000, but only 
stays one week. 

‘Delicious’ got off to a good start 
day-and-dating at the Criterion and 
Egyptian, although much evidently 
isn’t expected from it, as ‘Emma’ 
is set for the Crit Jan. 14. It will 
return that house to important 
downtown first runs. Egyptian then 
becomes a weekly changer with sec- 
ond and third runs plus the Jan 
Rubini-Salvatore Santaella orches- 
tra, augmented, and one big act on 
stage also at a grind. 

Warners’ three houses are those 
mostly pressed for product with 
deals for outside pictures now un- 
der way. Jan. 7 the Hollywood be- 
comes the ace stand with first runs; 
Downtown goes second run or plays 
outside product similar to Westerns 
which will offer ‘False Madonna’ 
(Par) this Thurs. 

‘Woman from Monte Carlo,’ cur- 
rently, is the last triple day-and- 
dater, which has been the picture 
policy at the three WB houses, and 
not working any too well. Film 
must be very strong to hold up all 
around, as witnessed by last week’s 
anticipated pace of $45,000 for the 
trio with ‘Manhattan Parade’ easing 
off sharply and winding up under 
$35,000 on the pool. This despite 
the ballyhoo that the picture was 
Hollywood’s answer to ‘Once in a 
Lifetime.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) and stage show 
(2a week). Sid Grauman rejuve- 
nates the house with $27,000 open- 
ing week and ditto pace currently, 
holiday scores figuring. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 
‘Delicious’ (Fox) (1st week). Opened 
nicely at $12,000 pace. ‘Private 
Lives,’ third and final last week, 
under $7,000; ‘Emma’ (M-G) starts 
Jan. 14 on solo run, abandoning day- 
dating with the Egyptian. 

Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 50-75)— 
‘Delicious’ (Fox) (1st week) and 
stage show. In for two weeks only, 
with Jan. 14 inducting new weekly 
change, second run grind with pres- 
ent Jan Rubini orchestra to be aug- 
mented by acts; mild at $5,500. Last 
week ‘Lives,’ $3,500. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50)—‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (ist week). Smashing 
$20,000, opening New Year’s day. 
Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) 
got benefit of New Year’s eve mid- 
night special to under $10,000, fair 
final gross. 

Pantages (Fox) 


$1 and 


scales 


(2,700; 20-40-65- 
90)—‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) and 
stage show. At $13,000 much better 
than the under $8,500 Xmas week 
for ‘Our Children’ (Radio). 
Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) and 
stage show (2d-final week). First 





week’s $28,000 merits h. 0.; current 


RKO 2,950; 30-65)—'Men of 
Chance’ (Radio) and vaude, Plenty 
up, with holiday bolstering to $17,. 
000. Last week ‘Tip Off’ (Pathe) 
likewise strong at under $14,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,023; 35-$1)~ 
‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) and F-y 
stage unit. At $25,000 helped by 
Rosco Ates and Ginger Rogers on 
stage. Last week ‘Rainbow Trai)’ 
(Fox) an Xmas week sluff-off, bad 
below $18,000. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1)—‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par), 
Premiered New Year's eve to good 
start and fair pace; only one week, 
Finale of fortnight of ‘Corsair’ (UA) 
over $5,000. ‘Cock o’ the Air’ (UA) 


next. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,295; 35-60)— 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). Swanson 
upped to over $5,000. Last week 
‘His Woman’ (Par) $4,000. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75)— 


‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ 
Weakness of new 
forcing stage-band policy in next 
week; less than $7,500. Last week 
‘Manhattan Parade’ on a triple day- 
and-date under $9,000, bad. 


(FN), 
theatre's gait ig 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75)— | 


‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ (FN) 
and vaude. Around $12,000 this week 
and same for ‘Parade’ (WB) last 
week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ (FN) 
and stage show. Tepid this week, 
Mild $10,000 last week for ‘Parade.’ 
House stays first run using ‘Taxi’ 
next. 


NEVER’ AT $14,000 AND 
HYDE’ $13,000, MONT'L 


Montreal, Jan. 4. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

This ought to be another big week 
before settling down to 1932. ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde,’ at the Palace, likely to 
get the spotlight with ‘Wallingford’ 
and vaude at Loew’s a close runner 
up. Grosses for New Year midnite 
shows much under last year’s fig- 
ures, not only because of lower 
prices but also smaller attendances, 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-$2) 
‘The Dumbells’ (legit). Not liable to 
make much over $8,000. Last week’s 
revival of ‘Student Prince’ had fair 
biz at holiday, but faded after for 
about $9,000. 

Palace (FP) 
and Hyde’ (Par). Looks like $13,- 
000, good. Last week's ‘Possession’ 
(M-G) also about $13,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Flying 
High’ (M-G) and ‘Heartbreak’ 
(Fox). Good double likely to get 
$10,500. Last week ‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par) and ‘Girls About Town’ (Par), 
$12,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 36-60) ‘Wale 
lingford’ (M-G) and vaude. May 
continue good recent biz at $13,000. 
Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) topped 
town at $14,000. ' 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) ‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA). Swanson will 
be big and likely to hold over; $12,- 
000 probable, Last week ‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col) only fair, $8,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) ‘Fif- 
ty Fathoms’ (Col) and ‘Transgres- 
sion’ (Radio). Fair combination and 
should do average $2,500. Last week 
‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and ‘Compro- 








2,700; 75) 


mised’ (FN), better than usual at 
$3,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25 
50) ‘Nitouche’ (French). About ave 
erage at $2,000. ‘Hardi le Gars’ 
(French) last week did well at 
2,200. 





‘Ladies’ $65,000 for Par 
In B’klyn—Fox $40,000 





Brooklyn, Jan. 4. 
New Year started cheerfully 
areund the downtown  deluxers. 
Paramount got the jump New 


Year’s by changing both stage and 
screen fare at 5 o’clock. Other 
houses merely put on special mid- 
night shows. All houses lifted. prices 
with a $1.50 top prevailing general- 
ly. Both the Paramount and Fox 
are handling big crowds with the 
Par a shade ahead on ‘Ladies of the 
Big House’ and Russ Columbo. ‘De- 
licious’ at the Fox, and Nick Lucas 
in person is better than anything 
for some time. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
stage show. Looks like a solid $9,- 
000 this week counting in big New 
Year’s Eve. Last week ‘Sooky 





(Continued on page 27) 
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‘BETTER TIMES IN 
SIGHT FOR 
AUSTRALIA 





Sydney, Dee. 38. 
Australia is slowly but surely 
gtruggling upward towards the 


bright light of prosperity despite 
politicians, depression and the like. 
@he people are pleasure-hungry 
efter such a long period of starva- 
Kion. 

It is predicted that this Christ- 
mas will be the brightest on record 
for many years. Right at the pres- 
ent moment the country is in the 
midst of a tremendous election. It 
fs expected the present government 
will be thrown out and a new 
United Australian Party installed. 
The prospects of a new and sane 
party being returned to power is 
having a big effect on the popula- 
tion in general. They are beginning 
to spend more “reely. 

Theatres are not feeling the pinch 
very much and there is a feeling of 
happy optimism along the main 
stems of each city. With the re- 
opening of the. government savings 
bank in New South Wales, folk are 
flocking to Sydney from outback 


country districts, all in a happy 
spending mood and amusement 
wild. 


In the past two years theatrical 
Organzations were unable to pay 
dividends because of the taxation 
load forced upon them. 

This December more actors are 
working than during the past two 
black Yuletide seasons. They are 
no longer forced to beg on the 
streets. This holiday time we have 
besides the talking pictures, pan- 
tomimes. vaude, revue, musicals 
and straight comedies all in produc- 
tion . 


RADIO OFF FOREIGNS; 
M-G’S PARIS TROUBLE 


Hollywood, Jan, 4. 

Trouble with actors’ groups who 
wouldn't permit members to work 
in dubbed versions caused Metro 
to recall Martin Sobelman, sync 
cutter, from Paris. 

Sobelman had been sent to edit 
& synchronized French version of 
‘Free Soul,’ Metro deciding to make 
the picture in Paris when an ac- 
tress to interpret the Norma 
Shearer role couldn't be found loc- 
ally. Poor equipment also decided 





Metro against producing the film 
in Paris, and it probably will be 
made here. 


George Kann, in Paris on a talent 
hunt and who was to supervise, is 
expected back shortly. He is re- 
ported to have contracted for few 
players. 

Radio studio will stick to domes- 
tics this year, the contemplated 
foreign program being off. Leon 
d’Usseau, who was in charge, goes 
off the payroll Saturday (9). 

d@’Usseau, appointed by William 
Le Baron when latter headed the 
studio, had been working on super- 
imposed versions, no other foreigns 
having been made recently. 


Radio’s English Made 


London, Jan. 4. 
Julius Hagen’s independent talker 
‘Frail Women’ has been sold in the 
open market to Radio Pictures for 
: distribution on this side. 
Picture features Mary Newcomb 
and is said to be the most spectac- 
ular talker yet made in England. 








Joinville Reopening 


Paris, Jan. 4. 
Paramount studios in Joinville re- 
open Feb. 12. 
Had been closed down 





for some 
Weeks because of completed pro- 
gram. 
U. S. IN FRENCH 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Batch of 12 one-reel travel shorts| 


owned by Multicolor has been 
bought by Andreas Dippel and Jac- 
ques Jou-Jerville and will be dubbed 
along Salking reporter idea for 
Showing in France, 

Footage was all of 
Unite. 1 States, 


scenes 


in the 


BRITISH BLACK AND RED 


B. & D. Profit £50, £50,000, Associated 
Shows £52,000 Deficit 





London, Dec. 24. 

Two British talker companies 
have just issued the yearly balance 
sheets, and income statements. 
British & Dominions Film Corpora- 
tion and Associated Talking Pic- 
tures. 

B. & D., who had previously tray- 
eled at a loss, chalked up a net 
profit of £50,000. B. & D. is prob- 
ably now producing the best talkers 
in England. 

Associated Talking Pictures, the 
Basil Dean unit making quotas for 
RKO, showed a loss of £52,000. In 
the directors’ report statement is 
made that the company’s first films 
were a loss in the States. 


PAR’S LONDON 








STAGE NAMES 


—_—— 


London, Jan. 4. 


Paramount here is beginning to 


line up big vaude names with the 


idea of billing them over feature 


the various Par houses on 
this side. Already booked in are 
Jack Hylton, the bandsman, and 
Layton and Johnston, Latter act is 
colored. 

Move 


films in 


is considered here as hav- 
ing tremendous significance  be- 
cause most Paramount houses here 
are in opposition with either Moss 
Empires or Gaumont British. With 
Moss Empires now planning a 





switch to pictures for the near fu- 
ture, looks like they will have to 
augment with vaude to continue the 
Paramount competition, 





Minimum Talk Makes 3 
U.S. Films Hits Abroad 


Milan, Dec. 24. 
‘Hell's Angels’ is a huge success 
at the S. Carlo Cinema. With prices 
well above normal the hall has been 
doing capacity. The picture is un- 
spoiled by cutting. Talk is left in 
exciting points so that nothirgs of 
the original value is lost. 
A great part of the extraordinary 
success is probably due to the sound 


registration, which has been hailed 
as perfect. 
Buster Keaton'’s first talker, 


‘Dough Boys,’ is a full sized click. 
All dialog has been eliminated ex- 
cept for Sergeant Brophy’s shrill 
screeching in the bombing scenes 
and a few others, 

The absence of talk and the slight 
cutting of the second half of the 
film have not appreciably spoiled 
the laughs. 

‘Trader Horn’ at the Odeon is 
another smash. Only jarring note is 
the Italian dubbing. Prices were in- 
creased by 509% and business is turn 
away. 





Carty in Berlin 





Jan. 4. 


Washington has instructed the 
American Embassy here to move 
George Canty’'s office aut of Paris 
and into Berlin. Canty is the film 
trade commissioner attached to the 
Commerce Department. 

Canty some time ago recommend- 
ed transferral of his office to Ger- 
many in order to enable a closer 
watch on picture biz in mid-Europe. 


SOVIET FILMER IN JAM 

Berlin, Dec. 24. 
The Prometheus Film company 
has called a meeting of its credit- 
ors seeking concessions. Move was 
a surprise as this company got out 
lately the good picture ‘Der Wes 
in’s Leben’ (‘The Road to Life’), a 

subject. 


Paris, 





Russian 











Prometheus is the second film 
company projected by the Soviet 
Russian trade representation here 
that has got into difficulties. The 
Derussa case is the other. 

Melnitz Sailing 

Curtis Melnitz, former U. A. rep- 
resentative in Berlin, and vice-pres- 
ident of Terra, sails for Europe to- 
night (5) on the ‘Conte Grande’ 


Expects to spend two months inja 


Paris and London, then returning al 
New York. 


‘PAR BIDS FOR STATE 


HOUSE IN BUDAPEST 


Budapest, Dec. 26. 

Varosi Szinhaz, largest theatre in 
this city, 2,500 seats, built originally 
for popular opera performances, is 
for lease. Building belongs to the 
municipality. which has subsidized 
operatic and musical comedy com- 
panies for 20 years, but in spite 
of the subsidy all have gone broke. 
The last two lessees, Sebestyen and 
Ferenczy, were not successful. 

Ferenczy got the lease as a re- 
ward for political services, but as he 
had not sufficient money to back 
him, the lease was not renewed. The 
next few days will decide which of 
the two likely ones among the many 
candidates for the lease will get 
Varosi Szinhaz. The two who have 
vest chances are Emil Abranyl, 
conductor and composer, and Para- 
mount’s Budapest branch. 

Par has no theatre of its own in 
Budapest, and if it gets the lease 
would have the most important one 
in town. The Town Council's 
scruple is that if Varosi is turned 
into a picture palace, the entire 
acting company and orchestra of 
the theatre will find itself out of a 
job. Par proposes to remedy this 
by engaging an orchestra and in- 
terpolating stage acts, a _ policy 
which has not been done here be- 
fore. 


MORE CUTS FOR 
EUROPEANS 


London, Jan, 4, 

John Cecil Graham, Fred Bacos 
and Robert Kane are sailing for 
New York Friday (8) with the un- 
derstanding that they'll confer with 
Paramount’s New York execs on 
salary adjustments for Europe. 
Graham is the Paramount chief here 
and Kane is head of the Joinville 
studios, with Bacos directly under 
Kane, 

Understood that all Par salaries 
in Europe will be readjusted, de- 
spite the recent 20% cut. 

William Hutchinson, Fox’s Eu- 
ropean boss, also leaves for Amer- 
ica soon with the same purpose in 
mind, 

Sol Newman, new head of RKO- 
Pathe over here, lately returned 
from an American confab with in- 
structions to slash 20% all around. 

For the time being it looks like 
Metro is the only American com- 
pany here so far immune from cuts 
or changes. 


Cuban Exhibs Demand 
That Metro Scrap Its 
‘Cuban Love Song’ Film 


Havana, Jan. 4. 

Action taken by the exhibitors of 
Cuba in a mass meeting held here 
threatens to wipe the Metro pic- 
tures off this market. 

The exhibitors voted against the 
showing of any Metro picture unless 
that company destroys the Law- 


Tibbett film, ‘Cuban Love 
According to reports re- 
Cuba and 











renc 
Song.’ 
ceived here it ridicules 
its people and customs. 

For quite a while the papers have 
been panning the picture, guiding 
themselves by reports of persons 
who had witnessed the showing in 
the States. The exhibitors’ action 
followed. 

Metro offered not to send the pic- 
ture here, but the exhibitors de- 
mand the film be scrapped. 

Tibbett, here for some concerts 
for the Cuban Musical Guild, re- 
mained silent on the rubject. 

Many episodes are cited in the 
panning, especially that American 
sailors scare the Cuban police into 
letting them get away. Also that 
Lupe Velez goes about selling pea- 
nuts and singing the famous ‘Ven- 
dor’ song when on a cart pulled by 
a donkey, while the peanut vendors 


|} here are mostly Chinese and carry 
| their merchandise in tin cans hang- 
ing by the side. 

Metro engaged Ernesto Lecuona 


and a Cuban band and some native 
singers and dancers for the picture, 
but lightly used them, 


Influential English 


Society 


Bearing Heavily on Stricter 
Censorship of Films for Young 





Vandal Back to France 
As U Chops Feature 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


Marcel Vandal, French producer, 
is on his way back to Paris follow- 
ing a 10-day stay here while trying 
to sell his picture, ‘Mountains and 
Flames.” He will be back in Paris 
this week. 

Universal has been negotiating 
for the picture and has a cutter 
working on it here. Studio will 
probably purchase some of the 
spectacular scenes to be used as 
nucleus for a picture to be made 
here. 


FRENCH ASSN 
SUGGESTS CUT 





Paris, Jan. 4. 

Picture Producers’ Association 
here decided to recommend a gen- 
eral trade salary cut. All branches 
of film biz are included in the pro- 
posed shearing. 

Proposal is to cut all salaries of 
$25 weekly 5%, $100 weekly 15%, 
and so on, 

Paramount's salaries will be unaf- 
fectea on this side, the staff already 
having taken a first cut. 

Native producers, outside of the 
cut, are beginning“to prune person- 
nel down 


LINE ON ADVERTISING 


Theatre Playing All-German Films 
Trying to Locate Best Mediums 





Newspaper advertising and its 
relative value as to different papers 
will be put to the test by the Ufa- 
Cosmopolitan, New York, during the 
next month, Theatre is installing a 
lobby voting machine with the 
names of all New York dailies, do- 
mestic and foreign language in- 
cluded, and attempting to get a 
vote from each customer. It plays 
German-tongue talkers, 

Customers will be asked to de- 
note the newspaper in which they 
prefer to see advertisements of the 
current Cosmopolitan films, with the 
doorman under orders to request a 
vote from each ticket purchaser. 
Machine will remain in the lobby 
for the voting purposes one month 
with results then tabulated, 

Idea was thought up by Count 
Westarp, house manager, in order 
to protect him from wasteful adver- 
tising. Cosmopolitan, he says, has 
been advertising in practically all 
the English and foreign language 
dailies because of no precedent on 
which to base advertising. Result 
has been that the house advertising 
budget has been an average $850 
weekly, with small ads everywhere. 
While figure is high for the theatre 
with average weekly grosses of only 
about $3,500, there is also.the added 
belief that much of it has been 
wasted. 


English Watchful at Last! 


London, Jan. 4. 


Archibald Forbes has a meeting 
scheduled for tomorrow (5) with 
the Stanmore council. He'll try to 
get them to withdraw the ban cn 
building picture studios at Stan- 
more, with the Ministry of Health to 
make final decision. 

Understood that the council wants 
to ask Forbes some pertinent ques- 
tions about his scheme, most per- 
tinent being who are his backers, 








TAMURA’S TROUBLE 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Delayed here three weeks by the 
serious illness of his infant son, Y. 
Tamura, en route from Japan to 
New York to write Japanese titles 
for Paramount, left here Jan. 2. 

In the interim he wrote titles for 
the superimposed editions of 
‘Touchdown,’ ‘False Madonna’ and 





Ladies of the Big House.’ 
Tamura formerly was editor 
‘Movie Times,’ Tokyo. 





Jan. 4. 
Welfare Organ- 


London, 

Order of Child 
ization, very strong here, is under- 
stood to be the driving power be- 
hind the severe local censorship re? 
strictions recently imposed in prov- 
incial centers, with the result that 


there's been a heavy slump in small 


theatre grosses. 


Order approached the Home sec- 
retary recently with a request for 
a third censorship certificate on all 
films, in addition to the present uni- 
versal and adult certificates now 
granted. Order also asked for a 
seat on the National Film Censor- 
ship Committee. 

Another recent move of the order 
was to approach local licensing 
bodies with suggestions that child 
admission laws be tightened. Result 
is that eight provincial centers have 
barred all children from adult cer- 
tified films. 

Order's intention now is to bring 
the whole matter to a climax by 
making the ‘Frankenstein’ (Uni- 
versal) opening at the Tivoli the 
occasion for a massed attack on 
existing censorship methods, with 
the members determined to urge a 
third certificate especially for films 
‘fit for children’, 

Group represents at least 100,000 


English. It is closely linked with 
the National Women's Council 
which sympathizes with the de- 


mands for sterner child regulations. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation is summoning a hasty meet- 
ing to cope with the tightening li- 
censing restrictions, although un- 
aware of the coming attack on 
‘Frankenstein’. 

Said here that the storm being 
brewed by the order, if successful, 
will precipitate the bankruptcy of 
hundreds of independent provincial 
houses. 


BACOS’ STATEMENT ON 
INGRAM’S FRENCH SUIT 


Paris, Jan. 4. 

Fred Bacos doesn’t like the story 
printed about him recently in ‘Vari- 
ety’ telling of Rex Ingram suing 
him for perjury in the Ingram-Cor- 
niglion suit. Bacos is administra- 
tive head of the Paramount Joinville 
studios. 

According to Bacos, Ingram ack- 
nowledged as far back as April, 
1930, that he had falsely accused 
Bacos of attempting to bribe the 
scribe of the investigating judge 
during the first suit. This cams 
after Ingram commissioned Bacos 
to settle the suit amicably out of 
court, with Ingram at that time 
signing a document clearing Bacos. 
This paper has been shown to ‘Vari- 
ety’s’ Paris correspondent. 

As to Ingram’s suit against Ed- 
mond Corniglion for $260,000 Bacos 
says there is a counter suit by Cor- 
niglion charging the American had 
looted Corniglion's desk. 

Bacos says that Corniglion ef- 
fected the purchase of the Ingram’s 
Nice studios to Gaumont-Franco 
Film-Aubert with borrowed money 
according to a deed that Bacos says 
he saw, thus corroborating Cor- 
niglion’s claim that he was operat- 
ing on his own account. 








French Returners 


Hollywood, Jan. 4 
Finishing assignments on the 
Maurice Chevalier French version 
of ‘One You,’ Pierre 
Etchepare, actor; Andred Hor-2z, 
lyricist, and Leopold Marchand, 
writer, will return to Paris within 

the next few days. 
George Cates, who 
here as collaborator on t 


Hour with 


has also been 


e English 


end, goes to New York at the same 
time. 

While here Marchand sold the 
studio rights to a play, co-authored 
with, Paul Armand, which will be 
used under the title ‘Love Me To- 
iter as Chevaltier's xt instead of 

make of ‘Duchess and the 
“1 Wai as intended. 
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...PARAMOUNT HAILS 1932 


Blase New Yorkers get 










REAL entertainment 
thrills as PARAMOUNT’S 
two ace dramatic hits 


strike Broadway! 









A Murderer 
And A Fiend 


A Gentleman 
And A Lover 





FREDRIC MARCH 
MIRIAM HOPKINS ROSE HOBART 


Every engagement is sensational business! NEW YORK; Keith’s 

Georgia, ATLANTA-Surging crowds break box-office windows 

to buy tickets. Paramount Theatre, LOS ANGELES-opened fifty 

A percent above average. Boom-time peak registered Palace- 

MOV REN — CINCINNATI. KANSAS CITY, DETROIT, CHICAGO, all over! 
Based on she, novel by Wins by a mile! The best film of its kind ever made! 
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WITH THESE SMAS 

















Terrific drama! Rapturous romance! 





Appealing... human...as entertaining 
as any picture you'll get this year. 
Loaded with heart interest... charged 


with electric suspense. - = | 3 


en, Rh RK 


LADIES oF THE 
BIG HOUSE’ 


SYLVIA SIDNEY 


GENE RAYMOND WYNNE GIBSON 


New York critics and public. concur that this is a dramatic treat not 


oe tw 


to be missed. “You'll enjoy “it,” says N. Y. Mirror. “The performance 
ee of Sylvia Sidney" creates such reality that her sorrows give you acute 
heartache.” :“Good melodrama... fast and exciting”—N. Y. Times. 
“Forceful drama...grim, invariably engrossing. *——Eve. Journal. “Ex- 

cellent new movie.”—Eve. ‘Graphic. aWell- played, well-written.”—N.Y. 
Telegraph. It’s utterly new and different! Directed by Marion Gering. 


Adapted by Louis; Weitzenkorn‘ from ‘an original by Ernesi Booth. 
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Six Best Money 


Film Stars 





(Continued from page 1) 


For instance, ‘Cimarron’ probably 
leads the list on gross for the year 
at around $2,250,000 but is doubtful 
of showing much of a profit, if any, 
due to its cost of $1,700,000 added to 
which must go the expenses (35%) 
of distribution. Eventually, ‘Trader 
Horn’ may equal or pass Cimarron’ 
on total income due to the jungle 
feature being playable in all coun- 
tries, but it’s doubtful at this time 
if ‘Horn’ has yet equalled the ‘Cim- 
arron’ figures inasmuch as ‘the 
elaborate western had ae few 
month’s head start. 

‘City Lights,’ the Chaplin film, is 
the second feature with a chance 
to outdo Radio’s p-incipal release 
of last year. This full length syn- 
chronized comedy is not included in 
this consideration because it is not 
a talker as are the others. Although 
isolated in a class by itself, the 
popularity of Chaplin and his world 
wide coverage, immediately opened 
up by his determination to adhere 
to silents, (and probably for that 
reason) must be noted in any sum- 
mary on film figures for the year 
which has just passed. 

‘Cimarron’ was deemed strong 
enough to have reestablished one 
star for Radio, Richard Dix, and to 
have opened the way for the de- 
velopment of at least two more 
players for draw value, Irene Dunn 
and Edna May Oliver. ‘Daddy Long 
Legs’ was based upon a highly suc- 
cessful play, and unfolded a whole- 
somely sentimental Cinderella story. 
It was done by Janet Gaynor and 
Warner Baxter and threatened to 
unloose a series of similar produc- 
tions from the coast studios. This 
anticipated cycle never fully came 
to life. 

In connection with ‘Long Legs’ 
the Fox distribution end was in- 
clined to favor ‘Merely Mary Ann,’ 
another Gaynor film, over the first 
named but the theatre circuits 
named ‘Daddy’ as having more b. o. 
power. The theatres even rate ‘Con- 
necticut Yankee’ over ‘Bad Girl’ to 
date, this thence taking its place 
as the top Will Rogers issue of the 
year. 

Foremost Gang Film 


‘Little Caesar’ was unquestion- 
ably the foremost of the gang films 
for money. It caught the public 
appetite for underworld stories at 
its height and established Ed Rob- 
inson as a screen attraction. 

Warners-First National had other 
strong hoodlum entries, particularly 
‘Public Enemy,’ ‘Doorway to Hell,’ 
and ‘Star Witness.’ On the other 
hand, ‘Secret Six’ (M-G), made so 
much of as a gang film by Metro, 
fails to show up in that company’s 
own list of best films or in other 
compilations. 

‘Min and Pill’ won the Academy 
award for Marie Dressler while aid- 
ing Wallace Beery no little in catch- 
ing the rung he currently holds. 
Along with ‘Politics’ and ‘Reducing’ 
these films unquestionably set the 
veteran lovable comedienne as the 
greatest feminine draw the screen 
knows at the present time. 

‘Smiling Lieutenant’ was an in- 
stant click with Chevalier and al- 
though that star's only picture of 
’31 it tops Paramount's list for the 
period with this designation agreed 
to by the theatre men. ‘Lieutenant 
was a musical and plus titular sub- 
stitution and Chevalier’s songs has 
already achieved heavy merchandis- 
ir ; abroad. 

‘Trader Horn’ was never in doubt 
as a popular success from the start. 
The only skepticism on the adven- 
ture film was its ability to get 
across as a $2 road show. This was 
tried and proved successful in most 
of the keys in which it was so 
shown. It will be recalled that 
‘Horn’ is the picture which Metro 
held at the studio for over a year 
after it was originally completed, or 
until the production staff was con- 
vinced that it was ‘right.’ 

Peculiarities 

Some surprise may be occasioned 
at ‘Five Star Final’ not being ad- 
judged the Warner leader, and with 
‘Min and Bill’ beating out ‘Politics,’ 
but these are the facts as stated 
by the firms from which they sprung 
and as checked and rechecked be- 
tween the studios, distribution and 
theatre departments. 

Another big hit of last year was 
*‘Pracula’ (U) although not in the 
top money due to circulation limita- 
tions. However, this first of the 
scarers served to soften up the pub- 
lic for ‘Frankenstein (U) currently 
the biggest money picture in 


country but released too late to 
class as a °31 entry. To ‘Dracula’ 
can also be ascribed the series of 
horror films which loom for the 
near future. 

The scarcity of names which will 
nationally draw to the boxoffice will 
be realized by anyone taking time 
out to figure the stars who actuaily 
count. This is as true of the women 
as of the men and the proof is in 
the tendency the studios are allow- 
ing to spread of teaming their big 
cast names. 

On the feminine end 1931 can be 
tabbed for the complete fading of 
such former personalities as Norma 
Talmadge, Colleen Moore and Cor- 
inne Griffith, with a definite paling 
in the b. o. attractiveness formerly 
displayed by such as Mary Pick- 
ford and Billie Dove. Among others 
to receive lessening popular box- 
office support is Marion Davies who 
trails the list of Metro’s fair sex 
draws, and Gloria Swanson. 


Equality for Foreigners 


A peculiarity in listing the women 
is the necessity of bracketing Mar- 
lene Dietrich and Greta Garbo as 
equal in b, o. strengh. The German 
actress had only one picture, ‘Dis- 
honored,’ sent out during the year 
with Paramount rating this film as 
its second best. Research reveals 
that this film, plus ‘Morocco’ (re- 
leased late in ’30), is strong enough 
to rate Miss Dietrich a standout at- 
traction and on a par alongside of 
the Garbo, despite the latter’s two 
features. These were ‘Susan Lenox’ 
and ‘Inspiration,’ the last named a 
distinct disappointment for money, 
but ‘Lenox’ solid if hardly sensa- 
tional. Metro, incidentally, fails to 
mention either of the Garbo films 
as amongst its three leaders for the 
year and rates the Swedish girl 
fourth on its own femme starring 
list for b. o. results, 


Janet Gaynor is again to the front 
on ‘Daddy Long Legs’ and ‘Merely 
Mary Ann.’ Former film returned 
the best results but ‘Ann” also rolled 
up some joyful figures and in each 
case Miss Gaynor is credited witn 
influence, Besides which she did 
‘Man Who Came Back.’ Constance 
Bennett stands out because of five 
films all of which were good if not 
unusual boxoffice films. Miss Ben- 
nett made two of these for Pathe, 
‘Born to Love’ and ‘Common Law,’ 
‘Bought’ for Warner, ‘Easiest Way’ 
for Metro, and ‘Sin Takes a Holiday’ 
(Pathe), also counts in having been 
released in December of 1930. She 
was also the subject of much miti- 
gating publicity when the hue and 
cry went up over her receiving $30,- 
000 a week. No one took much trou- 
ble to explain that Miss Bennett was 
getting $150,000 a picture, whether 
it remained in work five or 20 weeks, 
and that there isn’t a studio on the 
Coast which would turn her down 
right now if they could get her for 
$150,000 grand because of her estab- 
lished drawing power. A miscon- 
ception in values which is as noth- 
ing compared to another woman 
star for the producers of whom a 
recently released film had to write 
off $250,000 and thus sent the pro- 
duction cost up to $800,000 or more, 
with this particular film unlikely to 
gross over $500,000 if that, in rentals 
for its makers, 


Norma Shearer and Joan Craw- 
ford round out the Metro triumver- 
ate concerned in the feminine con- 
tingent. Both can be said to have 
had much to do with hastening 
Clark Gables to his prominence and, 
conversely, Gable probably also 
helped them. Miss Shearer, in New 
York, saw one of her two pictures 
obtain an Astor $2 showing for the 
first time (‘Free Soul’) while Miss 
Crawford, other than ‘Paid’ (‘With- 
in the Law’) was especially stamped 
through the year by her ability to 
discount weak stories at the gate. 


Miss Crawford also did ‘Dance Fools 
Dance,’ ‘Laughing Sinners, and 
‘This’ Modern Age.’ Metro rates 


Miss Shearer second only to Miss 
Dressler and names Miss Crawford 
third in its ranking. Miss Shearer’s 
other film was ‘Strangers May Kiss.’ 

Miss Dressler’s supremacy for 
1931 is unquestioned. To pace the 
girls this sterling performer romped 
through such laugh makers and 
gross accumulators as the afore- 
mentioned ‘Min and Bill’ and ‘Poli- 
tics,’ besides which there was ‘Re- 
ducing.’ 

Men 

Male stars of ranking b.o. pro- 
portions are not too many, like the 
women. If looking over the men 
players in the accompanying boxes 





listing the starred and featured 


the players 6f each company, any num- 


ber of names will strike the reader 
strongly yet there are few sufficient 
unto the day as money draws. 


Clark Gable and Wallace Beery 
win their places amongst the six 
leading 1931 masculine magnets on 
the basis of the pictures in which 
they took part. Although for the 
most part featured on starred sec- 
ondarily, in each case it more often 
amounted to co-starring with the 
Misses Shearer and Crawford or 
Miss Dressler. It is also true that 
these two men can be credited with 
an assist in helping these feminine 
players reach their ’31 pinnacles. 

No doubt about Gable being the 
big gabble-gabble of the femmes at 
the moment, but on the statistical 
angle if it hadn’t been for the 
Shearers and the Crawfords he 
might not have rated. Metro studio 
execs concede this plan with a 
policy that has been existent for 
several months on the coast, i.e.: 
that of giving the exhibitor as much 
boxoffice strength as possible by 
coupling stars and co-stars and 
strong supporting casts to insure 
boxoffice strength. 


Neither Gable nor Beery probably 
has the solo b.o. potentialities of 
Chevalier. No question that the 
French artist individually sustained 
his magnetism at the tills of the 
world’s cinemas. However, Gable 
is the anomoly for while not yet a 
star in his own right he indisput- 
ably is the head man as regards the 
male players at the moment and 
certainly for the latter half of the 
past year. 

This sinister male brunet, with 
a thoroughly masculine dimple, has 
done something to American wo- 
manhood to the degree that whether 
or not Metro ordains him & star he 
has been so decorated by the cus- 
tomers, to whom the exhibs cater 
by giving Gable top or extra bill- 
ing. As with Miss Dressler, ex- 
hibitors state they can underwrite 
their week’s net with a Gable pic- 
ture, 


Cheapest Big Card 


Gable actually amounts to the 
cheapest boxoffice card ever known 
to the show business. He is now 
getting $650 a week and but re- 
cently, badly advised by his agent, 
walked off the lot on a one-man 
strike for $1,000. }b'or Gable to com- 
plete a picture costs the producer 
about $4,000. This is in contrast to 
Will Rogers’ $150,000 per feature at 
Fox with the weil known wit not 
drawing so dynamically of late. 


Rogers figures among the top 
flight leading men, mainly because 
of volume on his four ’31 pictures— 
‘Connecticut Yankee,’ ‘Ambassador 
Bill,” ‘Young As You Feel,’ and 
‘Lightnin’. Some of these Rogers 
pictures could have stood a stronger 
exploitation drive by Fox on their 
star as the world’s best known hu- 
morist. For balkyhoo Rogers is 
about the most neglected star on 
the screen, there seemingly being 
too much dependence placed upon 
him and his standing to secure his 
own picture publicity. 

Edward G. Robinson evolved into 
fildom’s most famous’ gangster 
through ‘Little Caesar,’ but later 
got away from the gun play while 
retaining his drawing power 
through ‘Smart Money’ and ‘Five 
Star Final.’ 

George Arliss and Ronald Col- 
man had two features during the 
year which were sufficient to edge 
them into the same _ important 
niche, ‘The Millionaire,’ pointed out 
by Warners as its second best of 
the year, is deemed of enough 
strength so that with ‘Alexander 
Hamilton,’ a class film of but fair 
b.o. power, it serves to raise him 
above the run of emphasized screen 
names. Colman enjoyed good re- 
turns with ‘Devil to Pay,’ another 
late contribution, and although 
‘Unholy Garden’ was weak the com- 
bination is enough to parallel him 
with Arliss, the scarcity of male 
draws being a factor in both these 
cases, 

Practically none of the other well 
known men developed a true punch 
picture, although Joe E. Brown is 
on the edge with a sneeze capable 
of blowing him into the select circle. 


LeRoy Tops Directors 


The record of Mervyn LeRoy for 
last year is such as to boldly throw 
him to the front as trail blazer of 
the directors. With such pictures 
behind him as ‘Little Caesar,’ ‘Five 
Star Final,’ ‘Broadminded,’ and 
‘Local Boy Makes Good’ these alone 
are sufficient to quell all discussion 
as to the top director for company 
income during the past 12 months. 
Besides which must be considered 
the demand for LeRoy from other 
studios which had him doing the 
remakes on ‘Palr@y Days’ (UA), and 
the directing of ‘Gentleman’s Fate’ 





with John Gilbert at Metro, 
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Also from Warners and acknowl- 
edgedly prominent is W. A, Well- 
man who is credited for ‘Night,’ 
Nurse,’ ‘Public Enemy,’ and ‘Star 
Witness,’ each an important grosser 
on the WB books. Paul Stein (Pathe) 
turned in two financially impressive 
items with ‘Born to Love’ and 
‘Common Law,’ as did George Hill 
(Metro) on ‘Min and Bill’ and ‘Se- 
cret Six.’ 

Another Culver City director who 
practically runs Hill a dead heat is 
F. Reisner with ‘Politics’ 
and ‘Reducing.’ It will be seen that 
either Marie Dressler or Wallace 
Beery, or both, figure in all four 
pictures of these two directors. 

Robert Z. Leonard is the third 
Metro-director who has an edge on 
the majority of his compatriots via 
‘Susan Lenox,’ ‘Bachelor Father,’ 
and ‘It’s A Wise Child,’ one Garbo 
and two Marion Davies issues. Al- 
though in neither case were the 
Davies pictures unusual for money 
the total of the three, with ‘Lenox’ 
easily the best of the trio, is 
enough to again give Leonard his 
place amongst the leading six. 


Leading Directors 


Among other leading directors of 
the year vere Frank Borzage with 
‘Bad Girl, and ‘Young As You Feel’ 
(both Fox), former being among the 
best coin accumulators of the year 
and Will Rogers being in the sec- 
ond; John Adolfi, ‘The Millionaire’ 
(WB); Ernest Lubitsch, ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ (Par); Joseph von- 
Sternberg, ‘Dishonored’ and ‘Amer- 
ican Tragedy’ (both Par); Norman 


McLeod, ‘Monkey Business (Par); 
Eddie Sutherland, ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA); King Vidor, ‘Street Scene’ 
(UA); Clarence Brown, ‘Free 
Soul’ (M-G) and ‘Inspiration’ 
(M-G); Wesley Ruggles, ‘Cimar- 
ron’ (Radio); Frank Capra, ‘Dirig- 
ible,’ ‘Miracle Woman’ and ‘Plat- 
inum Blonde,” all Columbia; Earle 
Kenton, ‘Last Parade’ (Col); and 


Tod Browning, ‘Dracula’ (U). 
Browning’s ‘Dracula’ is UWniver- 
sal’s biggest for ’31 and until 
‘Frankenstein,’ but recently re- 
leased. U is held down a bit on 
terms through having pre-sold its 
money films and not receiving 
rentals such as the producing-ex- 
hibiting companies exchange with 
one another. 
Another U director to have a 
clicker was Russell Mack who did 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ which was 
the first football film of the sea- 
son, ran through the first runs like 
a solid hit but eased off in the sub- 
sequents as the grid fever paled 
and was actually hurt by U.S.C.’s 
defeat of the Ramblers at South 


Bend. Mack also did ‘Heaven On 
Earth’ (U), just recently getting 
around. Other noteworthy direc- 


torial efforts on a gross basis were 
Alfred Santell’s “Daddy Long Legs’ 


(Fox); Dave Butler, ‘Connecticut 
Yankee,’ (Fox); Henry King, 
‘Merely Mary Ann,’ (Fox), and 


Howard Hawks, ‘Criminal Code,’ 
(Col). 

An effort to compile the best six 
writers for the screen was aban- 
doned as to difficult to classify 
fairly. 

It should be noted that Para- 
mount and Metro are apt to secure 
more gross rental for pictures than 
the other companies, all things be- 


ing equal, due to their organiza- 
tions. 
Perhaps the outstanding small 


cost grosser of the year is ‘Bad 
Girl’ (Fox) which only cost $200,- 
000 to make, while ‘Night Angel’ 
(Par) cost $800,000 to die. 

Metro 

A studio-by-studio survey: 

This concern has paid more atten- 

tion to name material than perhaps 
any other. It hung onto its silent 
stars and by a judicious picking of 
stories and exploitation is today. so 
far as the star list is concerned, 
cashing in on the names that were 
the top rungers in the closing years 
of the silent regime. Its featured 
list, similarly, is made up for the 
most part of old silent favorites, 
plus a sprinkling of imports from 
the stage who have showed an 
adaptability to the mingled tech- 
nique of screen and stage. 
Star names on this lot carry more 
weight than the story in which they 
play and stories have been chosen 
with this in mind—a story or play 
to fit this or that star, or brace of 
stars, rather than the fitting of the 
players to the story after it is 
bought. Comparing the year’s re- 
sult with the results of other com- 
panies perhaps best emphasizes the 
importance of personalities in pic- 
tures. 

Meteoric rise of Clark Gable and 
the skyrocketing of Marie Dressler 
during the year have been taken 
eare of. 

Joan Crawford continued to be a 
consistent clicker, starting out with 
the outstander ‘Paid’ and finished 
the year with five pictures, all above 
the average. She takes a spot above 
Robert Montgomery, whose even 
consistency is paralleled with Miss 
Crawford. Greta Garbo and Norma 
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yet are considered bigger individua} 
draws. : 


METRO 


ee 


STARS 


MARIE DRESSLER 
NORMA SHEARER 
JOAN CRAWFORD 
GRETA GARBO 
WALLACE BEERY 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
MARION DAVIES 
BUSTER KEATON 
RAMON NOVARRO 
LAWRENCE TIBBETT 
JOHN GILBERT 
JACKIE COOPER 
JOHN BARRYMORE 


FEATURED 


Clark Gable 
Lionel Barrymore 
William Haines 
Walter Huston 
Anita Page 
Lewis Stone 
Conrad Nagel 
Polly Moran 
Charlotte Greenwood 
Reginald Denny 
Marjorie Rambeau 
Jean Hersholt 
William Bakewell * 
Leila Hyams 
Madge Evans 
Jimmy Durante 
John Miljan 

Neil Hamilton 
Cliff Edwards 
Hedda Hopper 
Joan Marsh 
Myrna Loy 

Una Merkel 
Kathryn Crawford 
Karen Morley 
Nils Asther 

Irene Purcell 
Virginia Bruce 

C. Aubrey Smith 
Mary Carlyle 
Claire DuBrey 
Wallace Ford 
Ralph Graves 
Marjorie King 
Ray Milland 
Helen Robinson 
Ruth Selwyn 














Importance of Wallace Beery at 
the box office increased during the 


year. He has been essentially a 
man’s draw, although in ‘The 
Champ,’ his recently released pic- 


ture with Jackie Cooper, the type is 
such as to appeal to the women, 
too. He finishes the year climbing 
for higher honors on the list and 
should challenge the top femme 
names on this lot during the com- 
ing year if he is as fortunate to get 
stories to which he was so well 
fitted this year. 


Marion Davies and Buster keaton 
have slipped. Comparatively Miss 
Davies iates a slighter favorite with 
the fans during the year, with a trio 
of pictures that were better matee 
rial for her than the stories gene 
erally falling to her lot. 
Ramon Novarro failed to hold his 
previous standing with his two pice 
tures, ‘Daybreak’ and ‘Son of India,’ 
proving disappointing. This star 
still carries a following among the 
more matured femmes. He is the 
oldest contractee on the Metro lot 
and during the coming year will 
carry both the titles of director and 
star, piloting his own pictures. 
Jackie Cooper went to Metro after 
‘Skippy.’ In the one picture by this 
concern, “The Champ,’ he proved a 
fitting running mate to Wallace 
Beery, and he still holds the palm 
as the kid sensation of the year. 
John Barrymore has yet to make 
a picture for M-G. 
Lionel Barrymore gave up direct- 
ing at this studio to return to grease 
paint, and aside from winning the 
trophy of the Academy for his work 
in ‘Free Soul’ proved he made no 
mistake, judging the reactions from 
his ‘Guilty Hands,’ at the same 
studio, and ‘Ten Cents a Dance,’ Co- 
lumbia, and ‘Yellow Ticket,’ Fox. 
William Haines, off the star list, 
went back to work after a salary 
tiff to the feature list and staged 
somewhat of a comeback, softening 
to a degree the ‘freshness’ of previ- 
ous roles that had become too stere- 
etyped in the eyes of audiences. 
He especially clicked in ‘New Ad- 
ventures of Wallingford,’ but must 
give some of the glory to Jimmy Du- 
rante who also showed he can build 
a box office pull for himself that 
makes for future possibilities. In 
some spots the Schnozzoler was 
billed ahead of the older favorite. 
Attempts to bring back John Gil- 
bert to former top glories didn’t 
pan. His ‘Gentlemen's Fate’ and 
‘West of Broadway’ received only 
mild approbation. Laurence Tib- 
bett, considered a draw with all 
classes from the swank opera crowd 
down, failed to show much. His 
‘Cuban Love Song’ was plenty mild. 
Paramount 
Unfortunate feature of the year at 
this studio from a personality angle 
was the box office prestige lost to 
Ruth Chatterton, who was heading 
last year to the top of the list. Her 
earlier work satisfied Warners that 
she is a heavy draw and she is now 
at that studio. She hasn’t any pic- 
ture yet under the new banner, g0o- 
ing there at the close of her Par- 
amount contract, late in the year. 





Shearer appeared in fewer pictures 


Miss Chatterton’s box office slip 
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must be registered wholly to a poor 


gelection of story material. 

| Maurice Chevalier rated top and 

the Marx Brothers, third with one 
each, ‘Smiling Lieutenant’ and ‘Mon- 
key Business,’ respectively, already 
nalyzed. Marlene Dietrich is sec- 
Bnd and ahead of George Bancroft, 


with a general pull from the femme |} 


hudience side plus a better than 
prdinary draw from the males. 

Younted in the prestige builders for 
jiss Dietrich were last year’s ‘Blue 
angel,’ made in’ Germany but re- 
Eoced by Paramount here; ‘Mo- 
rocco,’ big, and “Dishonored.’ 

George Bancroft’s duo, ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ and ‘Rich Man’s Folly,’ al- 
though comparatively good grossers 
were not the outstanders that some 
of his previous efforts under the 
Paramount banner had been. 


PARAMOUNT 
STARS. 


MAURICE CHEVALIER 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
FOUR MARX BROTHERS 
| GEORGE BANCROFT 
| RUTH CHATTERTON 
NANCY CARROLL 
GARY COOPER - 
} FREDRIC MARCH 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
RICHARD ARLEN 
TALLULAH BANKHEAD 





FEATURED 


Clive Brook 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Mitzi Green 
Jack Oakie 
Charles (Buddy) Rogers 
Kay Francis* 
Paul Lukas 
Phillips Holmes 
Charlie Ruggles 
Regis Toomey 
Carole Lombard 
Stuart Erwin 
Jackie Coogan 
Peggy Shannon 
Sylvia Sidney 
William Boyd 
Lilyan Tashman 
Eleanor Boardman 
Miriam Hopkins 
Charles Starrett 
Mary Boland 
Wynne Gibson 
Ross Alexander 
Adrienne Ames 
John Breeden 
Juliette Compton 
Russ Clark 
Robert Coogan 
Frances Dee 
Claire Dodd 
Tom Douglas 
Junior Durkin 
Florine McKinney 
Frances Moffett 
Vivienne Osborn 
Eugene Pallette 
Irving Pichel 
Arthur Pierson 
Gene Raymond 
Randolph Scott 
Jackie Searl 
Kent Taylor 
Dorothy Tree 
Jerry Tucker 
Allen Vincent 
Judith Wood 
*.Now with Warners. 





‘the popularity is over-balanced on 
‘the femme side and that Miss Gay- 








Gary Cooper failed to hold to 
previous promise, with Richard 
Arlen also suffering, although the 
football picture, ‘Touchdown,’ toward 
the end of the year helped the lat- 
ter materially. Buddy Rogers lost 
his hold, went back to the featured 
list and then refusing a salary cut 
left pictures for radio and revue 
work. Fredric March went into the 
favored class, showing plenty pros- 
pects for the future, but held back 
by stories. 

Tallulah Bankhead, heavily bally- 
hooed, registered only mildly, due, 
no doubt, as in the case of Miss 
Chatterton and other Paramount 
personalities, to unfortunate choice 
of material. 

Jack Oakie, off the star list this 
year, and listed among the featured 
Players, just about held his own; 
Clive Brook cont:nued as a more 
than ‘just dependable leading man; 
Paul Lukas failed to connect with 
Stardom that was to put him in 

illiam Powell’s shoes and got his 
best chance of the year in a picture 
off the lot, ‘Strictly Dishonorable, at 
Universal. On the Paramount 


‘comer’ list are Phillips Holmes, 
Peggy Shannon, Carole Lombard 


and Sylvia Sidney, all of whom are 
under a grooming process for later 
stardom. 

Jeanette MacDonald is back in 
the Par fold as Chevalier’s femme 


lead, although not under contract 
to the studio. As the French co- 
Mmedian's favorite vis-a-vis, she 


may anchor here for some time. 
Fox 
Will togers and Janet Gaynor 
Still remain the only personalities 


on the Fox lot entrusted with the 
title ‘star.’ 


Janet Gaynor gets to the top of 


the list. All of her three pictures, 
Man Who Came Back,’ ‘Daddy 
ong Legs’ and ‘Merely Mary Ann,’ 
ey among the top grosses for her 
tiene cually the last two which 
+ ge hit a market beginning to 

ot sophistication and lurid 


ge siuff, She pulled her team- 
te Charles Farrell, proving that 


as a team these two are sec- 
ond only to Will Rogers as the most 
consistent draw on the Fox program. 
Belief, however, of exhibitors is that 


nor would be a b. o. pull even with- 


out Farrell, 
FOX 








STAR 


JANET GAYNOR 
WILL ROGERS 
JAMES DUNN 
WARNER BAXTER 


FEATURED 
Charles Farrell 
Edmund Lowe 
Victor McLaglen 
George O’Brien 
Sally Eilers 
EI! Brendel 
Elissa Landi 

John Boles 
Thomas Meighan 
Spencer Tracy 
Paul Cavanagh 
Joan Bennett 
Mae Marsh 
James Kirkwood 
Sally O’Neil 
Frank Albertson 
Linda Watkins 
Helen Mack 
Conchita Montenegro 
Greta Nissen 
Violet Heming 
Minna Gombell 
John Arledge 
Hardie Albright 
Ralph Bellamy 
Edward Crandall 
Alan Dinehart 
Jesse De Vorska 
Bert Hanlon 
Weldon Heyburn 
Alexander Kirkiand 
Ralph Morgan 
Ferdinand Munior 
Lawrence O'Sullivan 
William Pawley 
Howard Phillips 
Raoul Roulion 
James Todd 
Charles Williams 
Janet Chandler 
Roxanna Curtis 
Nora Lane 
Ciaire Maynard 
Cecilia Parker 
Vivian Reid 
Manya Roberti 
Rosalie Roy 
Peggy Ross 
June Viasek 
Elda Vokel 





|} all potential draws on the 


the year were of a freak nature, 
needing no names to carry, such as 
‘Dracula’ and ‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame.’ However, Ayres was in the 
last named, but cannot be given 
more than a 50-50 split due to re- 
lease of the feotball picture while 
the country was still in the throes 
of its annual gridiron fever, plus 
the homage to Notre Dame and the 
late Knute Rockne. 

Virtually an unknown at the be- 
ginning of the year, Sidney Fox won 
exceptional favor in ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable,’ which will have its ef- 
fect no doubt on succeeding product | 
in which appears. With Miss 
Fox are three others, Genevieve To- 
bin, Mae Clarke and Hobart 
romantic 
side, but who for the restricted type | 





she 


] tose 


| of Universal product this year didn't 


|; have 
themselves felt. 





much opportunity to make} 


Warner-First National 
Gangster: regime’ had its special | 
reaction on this combined lot by 
bringing to the top of the First Na- 
tional star list Edward G. Robinson 
and bringing James Cagney to first 
place in the featured class. Rob- 
inson also had ‘Five Star Final’ to 
help him. 

George Arliss remains ‘on top of 
the Warner stellar list,,with his ‘The 
Millionaire’ proving one of the sur- 
prises of the year. Although not 
considered a typical Arliss type of 





| story, it nevertheless grossed heay- | 
| ily and made Arliss’ name known in|} 








Warner Baxter was another name 
on this program to jump upwards to 
rate No. 3, getting there for popu- 
larity in the series of ‘Cisco Kid’ 
films and his work with Miss Gay- 
nor in ‘Daddy Long Legs.’ He was 
one of the busiest of all players on 
the Fox lot during the year and was 
also used by Metro on a loan for 
‘Squaw Man.’ 

Victor McLaglen suffered from 
story choice, while his former team 
mate, Edmund Lowe, got under the 
wire with ‘Transatlantic’ and ‘Cisco 
Kid,’ but both failed to hold a pop- 
ularity formerly established with the 
virile combination pictures of other 
years. McLaglen’s best of the year 
is decreed to have been made at 
Par, ‘Dishonored.’ 

Comeback player of the lot was 
Sally Eilers, who was off the screen 
to come back this year and show 
exceptional promise, especially in a 
team with the juve find, James 
Dunn. This pair won audience 
favor, especially in ‘Bad Girl,’ which 
went heavy on first runs, and ‘Over 
the Hill.’ 


Universal 


Despite a paucity of names Uni- 
versal can look back on a satisfac- 
tory year, considering the toughness 
of general box office registration. 
Lew Ayres, inheritance from ‘All 
Quiet,’ is the only real name draw 
at present, although Tom Mix, a fa- 
vorite of former horse operas, is 
back to garner the open air busi- 


UNIVERSAL 
STARS 


LEW AYRES 
TOM MIX 


FEATURED 


Rose Hobart 
Sidney Fox 
Genevieve Tobin 
Mae Clarke 

Slim Summerville 
Bela Lugosi 
Andy Devine 
Arlette Duncan 
Tola Birell 
James Flavin 
Leon Adams 




















neglected sin talkers made 
Mix at this writ- 


ness, 
their appearance. 
ing cannot be rated, 








make his first of a series, which | 
would be well under way now but | 
for his sudden attack of appen-| 
dicitis and a resultant operation. 


Universal's bids for fame during 


quarters where perhaps his more! 
artistic types of pictures might not} 
show. His later ‘Alexander Ham- 
ilton’ was not as sturdy, 


WARNERS-FN 


WARNER STARS 


GEORGE ARLISS 
CHARLES (CHIC) SALE 
WILLIAM POWELL 
WINNIE LIGHTNER 
DOLORES COSTELLO 


FN STARS 


EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
JOE E. BROWN 

RICHARD BARTHELMESS 
DOROTHY MACKAILL 
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, JR. 
MARILYN MILLER 

BEBE DANIELS 

MARIAN MARSH 

LIL DAGOVER 


FEATURED 


James Cagney 
Loretta Young 
Ben Lyon 
Evalyn Knapp 
Joan Blondell 
Charles Butterworth 
David Manners 
Anthony Bushell 
Ralf Harolde 
John Wray 
Warren William 
Guy Kibbe 
Donald Cook 
Dickie Moore 
Polly Walters 
Ruth Hall 
George Ernest 














Joe E. Brown runs Robinson close 
for the consistent popularity of his 
comedies. Richard Barthelmess 
still remains a name, with ‘Last 
Flight’ the best of a year’s trio, but 
has dropped in draw power. Doro- 
thy Mackaill proved not outstand- 
ing and, effective this week, is off 
the WB contract list. 

Barbara Stanwyck,. now on con- 
tract here, did two earlier in the 
year on loan from Columbia, gain- 
ing momentum with ‘Night Nurse’ 
and ‘Illicit.’ 

Warner star list is enhanced by 
William Powell, Ruth Chatterton 
and Kay Francis, former Par- 
amounteers. Powell’s one starter, 
‘Road to Singapore,’ was not so hot. 
In the case of the women it is yet 
too early to judge just what can be 
expected from these expatriates 
under a new banner. 

United Artists 

The one silent picture of the year, 
‘City Lights,’ is sufficient to land 
Charles Chaplin back on the top of 
the United Artist group. Although 
the long-looked-for picture was 








as he is yet to} 


fyvear truly 


somewhat disappointing in many of 
the keys, it was great guns in the 
seconds and thirds, and has since 
rolled up big grosses in foreign 


UNITED ARTISTS 
STARS 


EDDIE CANTOR 
CHARLES CHAPLIN 
RONALD COLMAN 
GLORIA SWANSON 
INA CLAIRE 
CHESTER MORRIS 





FEATURED 


Billie Dove (Caddo 
Melvyn Douglas 
Shirley Grey 











is the one picture of the 
all-international. | 
Cantor with ‘Palmy Days’ ' 


countries 


Eddie 


|; her 
| Warners, 
| Pathe’s ‘Sin Takes a Holiday’ and 


| popularity among the masses with} 


Companies’ Own Selections of 


Ther 3 Best Pictures in 1931 





jumped behind Ronald Colman and 
Gloria Swanson. ‘Indiscreet’ was 
only a fair and ‘Unholy | 
Garden’ was somewhat of a disap- 
pointment to the Colman fans 


It’s too include Ina Claire's 


grosser 


early to 

I’nited Artist contribution, ‘Greeks | 
Had a Word for It,’ or Arrowsmith.’ 
Her other picture, ‘Rebound,’ at 
Pathe, won her considerable ac- |} 
claim from the class precincts but 
failed in comparison with the usual 
i run of pictures depedent on the hoi 
polloi for their big grosses. Billie | 
| Dove had one on this release, via 
Caddo, ‘Age for Love,’ which failed 
to cause a ripple in the cities, with | 


the hinterland yet to be heard from. | 
Radio 

Wheeler and Woolsey as a com- 

edy pair, with three pictures this} 

year, run second at Radio. ‘Cimar- 

ron,’ success of which cannot: be 

laid to personality draw, neverthe- 


RADIO 


STARS 





RICHARD DIX 
WHEELER-WOOLSEY 
EDNA MAY OLIVER 


FEATURED 


Irene Dunne 
Lowell Sherman 
Dorothy Lee 
Mary Astor } 
Ricardo Cortez 
Roscoe Ates 
Ivan Lebedeff 
John Halliday 
Joel McCrea 
Hugh Herbert 
John Darrow 
Delores Del Rio 
Joseph Cawthorn 
Lita Chevret 
George Duryea 
Roberta Gale 
Morgan Galloway 
Rochelle Hudson 
Arline Judge 
Kitty Kelly 

Eric Linden 

Ken Murray 
Laurence Olivier 
Ruth Weston 





sie ————— 











less through both Richard Dix and 
Irene Dunne to the front. 

Dix heads this studio with Miss 
Dunn rated third. 

A comer on the lot seems ap- 
parent in Edna May Oliver, in com- 
edy roles. 

Lot appears to be shy of names 
for the romantic type of story which 
proves over the years the most con- 
sistent coin producers as a class. 
However, deficiency is on its way 
to be cured with the merging of the 
Pathe lot and the opportunity it af- 
fords for the spotting into pictures 
here of names such as Constance 


Bennett, Ann Harding, Helen 
Twelvetrees and Pola Negri. 
RKO-Pathe 


This lot is heavy on names which 
now weld into the new Radio-Pathe 
programs. Topping its list is Con- 
stance Bennett for two pictures she 
had a quintet of good grosses to her 
credit, of which ‘Common Law,’ for 


RKO-PATHE 
STARS 


ANN HARDING 
POLA NEGRI 








FEATURED 


Helen Twelvetrees 
Eddie Quillan 
Bill Boyd 

Robert Armstrong 
Tom Keene 
Marion Shilling 
Harry Bannister 
Charles Quigley 














and 
the 


studio, 
were 


own ‘Bought,’ for 


outstanders. 


‘Born to Love’ also did well. 

Class attendance at the theatres 
echoed approval for Ann Harding, 
in second spot, for ‘Devotion’ and 





RKO-PATHE 
‘Common Law’ 
‘Devotion’ 

‘Born to Love’ 
RADIO 
‘Cimarron’ 
‘Cracked Nuts’ 
‘Donovan's Kid’ 


UNITED ARTISTS 
‘City Lights’ 
‘Palmy Days’ 
‘Street Scene’ 





COLUMBIA 
‘Dirigible’ 
‘Criminal Code’ 
‘Last Parade’ 

WB-FN 

‘Little Caesar’ 
‘Millionaire’ 
‘Night Nurse’ 


FOX 

‘Merely Mary Ann’ 
‘Bad Girl’ 
‘Young as You Feel’ 

UNIVERSAL 
‘Dracula’ 
‘Seed’ 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ 





PARAMOUNT 
‘Smiling Lieutenant’ 
*‘Dishonored’ 
‘Monkey Business’ 


METRO 
‘Trader Horn’ 
‘Min and Bill’ 
‘Politics’ 





Keene is new on the list, to catch 
the hamlet trade with Westerns. 


Columbia 


Barbara Stanwyck and Jack Holt 
about break the tape together, the 
former going to the top for her 
work off the lot at Warners, where 
she is now on contract, plus her 
showing in ‘Ten Cents a Dance’ and 
‘Miracle Woman.’ Jack Holt still 
continues carrying the heavy re- 
sponsibility on the male side, and 
has an edge on Miss Stanwyck, al- 
though Buck Jones and Tim McCoy 
are now under the Columbia ban- 
ner to answer the general theatre 
call for outdoor and action pictures. 


COLUMBIA 


FEATURED 
Jack Holt 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Buck Jones 
Tim McCoy : 
Constance Cummings 
Richard Cromwell a. o 
Robert Alden 
Loretta Sayers 














With Miss Stanwyck off, the solo 
leading woman is Constance Cum- 
mings, who with Richard Cromwell, 
a local boy first used in ‘Tol’able 
David,’ are being groomed to carry 
the romantic burdens, in casts 
mainly composed of other studios’ 
contractees and free-lancers. 


Booth Operator Roasts 
To Death in Tex. House 


Galveston, Jan. 4. 

L. L. Hickson, 27, booth operator, 
was burned to death late Friday 
(1), and Sam Parish, owner of the 
Dorothy theatre, at Huntsville, Tex., 
was slightly burned in a fire which 
broke out in the operating room. 

Blaze occurred at close of the 
afternoon show and only a few 
patrons were present. 

Parish was injured trying to 
reach Hickson who was locked in 
the projection booth to which fire 
was confined. 


Bomb Blast in K. C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 4. 











‘Holiday,’ and she gained further | 


Fox's ‘East Lynne.’ Company rates 
Miss Harding its best individual 
draw, though Miss Bennett had 
more films released. 


With the new year but an hour 
old the Baltis theatre, residental, 
was practically destroyed by a 
bomb. 

A short time before police had 





Pola Negri's first on her Amer- 
ican comeback is still to be heard| 
from. | 

Eddie Quillan and Helen Twelve- | 
trees continue to split honors atop! 
the featured list, although neither 
had anything during the year to get 
beyond the program class. Tomi 


discovered and foiled an attempt to 
blow up the St. John theatre. At the 
St. John a burning fuse attached to 
a number of sti lynamite was 
found and the fuse extinguished. 
Police state they have informawgon 
that the Lb grew 


f labor tz 


KS OL 


°° 2 } BSes 
iltis’ blast provawly 


s},? 
out o ube, 





— 





BE Mes aCe a ates ad Uae cae Seana? 


Corssits etre. 
rs 2 


——- 








SoA CBRE oe 


td OEY PORT Maar greens He 
I : 5 


: 
- 
? 
3 













Tuesday, January 5, 1932 





« 




















VARIETY ____—— 


caer CS rane 


— 


| 


























Theatre Advertising as 


Indicated 


From Various Cities 
On Week Days 
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TODAY! ... Ideal New Year Entertain- 

ment! ... Vield and stirring adventurea 

of a lovely imposter. Deception wag 
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JQ Midught PREMIER 
u NEW YEARS EVE j 


LAUGHED AT 
DEATH.....! 
~--with the execu- 
tioner waiting she 

the great sac- 
rifice ... broke jail 
to save her mag... 
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BIG HOUSE 
stae careers 


WYNNE GIBSON 
A PARAMOUNT PiCctURs 
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General Ad: 
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L t Not in1932 Years! 


Has there been entertainment on 
stage or screen that packed more 


SPONTANEOUS LAUGHS ! 
FASCINATING BEALITIES,’ 
EMOTIONAL THRILLS / 
EXCITING DELIGHTS 
LAVISH SCENES! 
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1932 Will Witness the 
Richer Fulfillment of 
Our Two-Picture Policy! 


In 1931 we experi i 
perimented with the i 

= two feature pictures for the Ager genta 
; © motion picture: world waited St. Louis* res 
— bye bated breath ; 

©d our anticipation Cc 
= , i + « « Confident that 
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evidence of this tec wv Year's show is ample 
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boys on the evils of rhend. 
do your own drinking with the 

shades pulled down. 
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Stay married 
n't want to. 


PHILADELPHIA 


MASTBAUM 


WE TOLD YOU SO! 


And Yesterday's Holiday Throngs 
Enthusiastically Agree This is~ 


The Biggest: Show Ever Produoed in Any Theatre Anywhere! 
JOE JEAN 





The Origisal Platiaum Blonde 
TEDDY JOYCE SHAW “LEE 
em iN PERSON 


Das “Week Only! Two Self-Made Meal 
“et ORIGINAL MASTHAUM BALLET—Amertes's Smartest Swevere 
maton CHARLES at the Organ DAVID ROSS Condacting 


ON THE SCREEN! 
WHAT. & WT! GAT! EXCITING! HASOHTY! 


"STRICTLY DISHONORABLE’ 


‘ Jeli ber Gance<, ..ta find love in a speakeasy 
aaah w thrill in « Bachelor's Apartment | 





World's Funniest Comedias 
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Home-Made Tester | 
Several cities report good results| 
on ‘Frankenstein’ through the use of} 
some sort of test to record nervous | 
reactions. This stresses the horror 
angle and makes newspaper Cops if 
the machine is better than the plain 
blood pressure tester. 
Stunt is usually beyond the 
er theatres, but for these houses a} 


a1} 
small- | 


simple nerve tester can be made for | 
lobby use by mounting a dial and a 
pointer on a table with whatever | 
trimmings available, running all the | 
way from an induction coil to an} 
elaborate setup. Dial is marked into 
sections. with numbered dots, and | 
the pointer is operated by a knob} 
on the back. 

A sign invites the prospective} 
patron to test. his nerve pressure if | 
he is uncertain as to whether or not 
he can stand the shock. Those who} 
apply are given a pair of metal han- 
dies affixed to a pair of electrical 


' 
cords and told to look at a picture} 


of the monster without winking | 
more than is absolutely nec ssary. | 
Pointer is slowly turned until a bell] 
rings. If the bell does not ring be-| 

‘ 


low 80 it is considered safe. Bell is 
not attached to the pointer, but is 
operated by a lever under the table 
which projects so that by leaning 
against it the operator can vary the 
reading from 85 up. 

If it is figured the stunt will keep 
too many hanging around the lobby, 
it can be worked as inside the "week 
before. 


Interchanging 


Some years ago there was quite a 
fad for interchangable lobbies, 0. T. 
Taylor, who operated at Aberdeen, 
Wash., developed quite a system of 
structures which could be worked 
into a multiplicity of designs. 

He had several pairs of pillars. 

These served as the ends for a cen- 
ter panel which could be wide or 
marrow as desired. With several 
different middle sections and three 
gets of ends, he was able, with a 
little painting, to present a new 
display each week without addition- 
al building. All sections could be 
fastened together through the use of 
pin hinges. It saved the cost of mak- 
ing a new setting each week and 
@economized both labor-time and 
@ompoboard. 
_ Another exhibitor worked out a 
@ozen false fronts for his’ still 
frames, all of which fitted over the 
standard frames and gave a new 
aspect to the lobby layout. 

A little planning ahead will give 
better than average lobbies with a 
minimum of cost. ‘ 





Helping the Deaf 


Apropos of the recent appeal for 
silent pictures for he hard of hear- 
ing, one manager writes that he has 
followed the custom of providing 
typed synopses for about 25 of his 
patrons who are unable to follow 
the dialog. In addition these patrons 
know that if there is any little point 
not made clear in the action con- 
cerning which they desire to ask 
questions, the head usher will de- 
tail an assistant to write the re- 
plies to the inquiries. 

Inquiries are often 
some minor action, but the girl 
cheerfully writes out the replies. 
The manager has a specic) moiling | 
list for these patrons and tips them | 
off both as to action pictures and | 
those which are too purely depend- 
ent upon dialog to be of. visual in- 
terest. Latter may cost a few ticket 
sales on an occasional picture, but 
it is easier to get them to come on 
the more active dramas, 


Not So Good 

Sometimes ideas are not as bright 
as they seem to be. When a tele- 
phone call asked the title of the 
current feature, a house manager 
figured he could do a double job by 
adding the title of the next feature. 
Instead of a straizht reply, he said, 
“We are now showing ‘Love in Dis- 
tress. Thursday we change to ‘A 
Mother's Sacrifice.’ 

He got his cue a few nights later 
when a woman responded ‘Thanks. 
I think I'll wait and see that one.’ 
Now he contents himself with try- 
ing to sell the current feature. 


concerning 





Birthplaces 
Hollywood. 

To aid managers in harping on 
the local-angle when Paramount 
pictures play their houses the studio 
is: sending Publix managers a list 
of’'Paramount players, writers and 
directors identified according to 
their birthplaces. 

Data is being sent by Arch Reeve. 
Par director of publicity on the 
coast. Reeve mentions the 
angle is invariably played up by 
newspapers.and. advises the man- 
agers to take advantage of it. 


Books“ boca! Shows 


Working the local talent angle, a 
manager has_a standing ofier of a 
split. with any club:or society which | 
contributes <a. show for his weak' 





| 


' 


| has 
i} must be at least a week in advance | 


| or garment and the award is made | highly celored 


| 
| 
local | summoned, but 
| 
} 





‘khown as the Minneapolis division. 


For Amateur Beauts 


Ted Toddy, rather belatedly, re- 
|; ports a stunt he worked on ‘Plati- 
'num Blonde’ at the Capitol, Atlanta. 
It’s good where this picture has not 
; been played and just as good fora 
number of other present and coming 
titles. 
| He hooked the ‘Georgian’ to a 
newspaper essay contest on ‘What I 
|; expect from my beauty shop,’ mak- 
|} ing the announcement of the contest 
|the center panel of a co-op with 
eight local beauty parlors. They paid 
for the ad and supplied the prizes. 


Thursday nights. Deal is usually 


| based on a 50-50 split above a cer- 


tain figure which just about covers 
the program and overhead. Shows 
répresent no cost to the manage- 
ment, the club or society doing all 
the staging. 

Nothing is booked until the man- 
ager has seen a dress rehearsal and 
given his approval, and this 


to permit proper advertising. 


Limited in its appeal and not to 
be recommended for general distri- 
bution, the Ritz theatre, Birming- 
ham, turned out a stag appeal on 
‘Platinum Blonde.’ It was a four- 
page folder titled ‘Men anly. What 
a girl.’ Inside was a cut of the star 
with the top and bottom lines read- 
ing ‘Make a date with—’ and ‘Meet 
her at the RKO Ritz today.’ Sales 
copy held no .misguided attempt to/| tainment for the evening. 
get hot, which would have flopped On three days special morning 
the idea completely. shows were given with all seats re- 

Such fliers can be confined to} served and on sale a week in ad- 
cigar stores, barber shops and other 
places of male congregation. 





Night and Day Specials 

Little Picture House, New York, 
worked an idea for Xmas week of 
matinee performances for children 
with ‘Rango,’ ‘Skippy,’ ‘Tom Saw- 
yer,’ ‘Connecticut Yankee’ and ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ with the program 
then changing to more adult enter- 





| the children would not be subjected 
to exposure to the weather during a 
standout. These morning perform- 
ances were at 75 cents, but the the- 
atre caters to that type of patron- 
age. 


Won by Applause 


Try adopting the idea of the au- | 
dience decision for limited give- 
aways. Promote a hat, a coat and 
announce that it will be awarded 
the person who can wear it most 
becomingly. At a convenient time 
all who aspire to possession line up 
on the stage, each tries on the hat 


Just Goodwill 


A real kick in a stunt worked by a 
small-town man who all Xmas Day 
kept his perambulator out with a 
28-sheet size poster 
reading, ‘The Union theatres wishes 
all a Merry Christmas.’ 

Nothing else appeared on the sign, 
not even a mention of the current 
show. But the manager received so 
| much favorable comment from holi- 
|days visitors he figured the sign 
| paid better than one advertising the 
| show. 


in accordance with applause, nar- 
rowing the selection down to the 
final two. It makes a single article 
go a long way, and some comedy 
can be injected by offering some- 
thing either larger or smaller than 
the usual. 





For the Files 

Another to be remembered for 
next year, since it comes too late for 
this year’s use. A manager offered 
ticket prizes for Christmas and 
New Year’s greeting suggestions for 
trailers. He wanted one of each, 
with the contest opened. after 


Testing the Ads 


One manager tests his advertising 
by tacking the ad to the office wall 
along with others. If his ad doesn't 
stand out from the rest so that it is 
the first t ng to catch his eye, he 
Thanksgiving and closing Dec. 19. figures he has missed. A secondary 

Most tries were evidently copies|test is his ability to read the main 
from Xmas cards, but a couple of| title at a distance of six feet. 
new ones, including ‘May 1932 be| MHe figures that the first 
al] that you hope and not what you | attract attention 
expect.’ ; likely to sell. 


BEHIND the KEYS 


Lynchburg, Va. 
James R. Resley, of Isis here, as 
manager of State, ace house at Co- 
lumbia, S. C. (Kincey). Succeeded 
here by Leo Young of Sumter, 8S. C., 
who managed Rex (Publix) there. 





ad to 
is the one most 














neapolis division chief, moves: to 
that key. 

With the recent addition of Kan- 
sas City and Denver to Morgan's 
territory, following dissolution of 
the St. Louis division, Minneapolis 
was pretty far away from those and 
other towns. 

As the Omaha division territory 
will take in several towns, Minne- 
apolis, St. Paul, Omaha, Kansas 
City, Denver, Des Moines and Sioux 
City. . 








London, Ont. 
Capitol, last of the local houses to 
charge 50c top for adults, has joined 
the others in downward revision. 
New rate is 35-15 nites and 20-10 at 
mats. House is Famous Players de- 
luxer Canadian here, 


Los Angeles. 

Fox-West Coast’s. latest man- 
agerial jiggle sends Carey Carr 
from the Fox Alcazar at Bell, Calif., 
to city manager at Ontario, Calif., 
in charge of the California and 
Granada. John Rantz goes from On- 
tario to Santa Ana, where he'll han- 
dle the Fox Broadway and Fox 
West Coast. 

Paul Bishop from the Fox Cali- 
fornia, Ontario to the Fox Alcazar, 
Bell. Strand, San- Pedro, --closed 
Dec. 12 for 60 days because of fire. 





New Market, Ia. 
J. F. Miller, Knoxville, has bought 
Community theatre of Ed Lawrenc< 
and will reopen it, 





Birmingham. 
N. Edward ~- eck transferred to 
West Palm Beach, Fla., as mgr. of 
the Beaux Arts (Publix). Tempora- 
rily at Alhambra here as p. a. 
Ben Sims now asst. mer. to Ver- 
; non Reaver at local Alabama. 


Des Moines. 


Birmingham. 
Ia., Christmas 


Publix has started Sunday’ shows 
at Greenville, Miss. Proceeds go to 
charity. 


Niles, Anamosa, 
opening. 


Dayton, O. 
James L. Weed named managing 
director of local RKO house Satur- 
day. Russell Beach remains as 
house manager. 


Birmingham. 

| Fire damaged the Five Points the- 
atre about $5,000 last week when a 
trick film caught in the projection 
machine and set the booth on fire. 
The blaze spread rapidly to other 
parts of the building, due principally 
to the cotton padded walls so built 
to destroy noise. 

Something like 50 people were in 
jthe house at the time of the fire. 
iJ. W. Peck, Jr., owner. 





Oklahoma City. 
Neal Gordon appointed manager 
of the Ritz, Parsons, Kans.; E. W. 
Egelston, owner of Electric theatre, 
Atwood, Kans., died last week; John 
Terry opens his new Metro theatre 
; at Durant, Okla., and Miller Davidge 
| also opens his old» Queen in same 

| town with name changed to Ritz. 








Worcester, Mass. 

| When a boy velled ‘fire’ after an- 
| other had blown a siren-toned whis- 
| tle there was a stampede of several 
children at the Dec. 26 matinee in 
the Publix-Capitol. Rush _ started 
and several children were knocked 
down but none was injured serious- 
ly. Ambulances and police were 
before they arrived 
calm had been restored and most 
|of the children returned to see the 
hrest of ‘Sooky.’ 





Gardiner, Me. 

Old Coliseum has been sold to the 
Russell Amusement Co. of Lewiston, 
which operates the Johnson opera 
house in this city. Coliseum may be 
torn down or reopened for vaude- 
ville. Built 25 years ago. Dark for 
long time. 





Topeka. 
Capital theatre, formerly Isis, to 
be reopened by John Plumb. Makes 
Topeka's 2d indie, 





Minneapolis, 
RKO operating 
what has been 





‘To centralize 


Pe perhpeiS Providence. 
jurisdiction for 


Modern reopened with pictures. 
Closed recently after try at vaud- 





headquarters in future willbe made! film. House under new manage - 
in Omaha, Morgan C. Ames, Min. ment . , 


vance, assuring careful mothers that | 





Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 


(Eighteenth of series of articles on motion pictures in the claszroom.) 





Visual education is gaining its 


greatest world impetus in Russia. 
Because it is a feature of the five- 
year-plan, the second chapter of 
a total up- 
heaval in Soviet picture production 
which will witness 70% of all stu- 


dio activity concentrated on class- 


that policy calls for 


room subjects. 
During the past year 75% of Rus- 
film with the 


fictional feature. At the same time 
‘the end of 1932 will witness pro- 
jection machine installations in 
163,000 Soviet schools and centers 
of congregation. 

This is the substance of an in- 
terview with Russia’s leading film 
authority, V. Smirnov, president of 
Amkino, now in this country. 

Secause he does not speak Eng- 
lish ‘Variety’ submitted a list of 
questions to him through an inter- 
preter. The text of Mr. Smirnov’s 
replies follows: 

‘During the initial stage of the 
Soviet motion picture development 
the place occupied by the educa- 
tional films was insignificant. It had 
not rendered any service to the 
schools and universities or to sep- 
arate groups engaged in the study 
of different subjects. 


sia's output dealt 


‘The tremendous demand for 
qualified labor resulting from the 
colossal building program under- 
taken by the Soviet union—the 


building program that has gone 
down in the history of mankind un- 
der the name of The-Five-Year- 
Plan—has compelled the Soviet 
cinematography to basically alter 
its attitude toward the educational 
film. 

‘We can safely say that at the 
outset the Soviet cinematography 
did not devote sufficient attention 
to the production of films of that 
type. Only three years ago the ra- 
tio. between features and educa- 
tional films produced in the Soviet 
picture’ studios was as _ follows: 
25% educational films, 75% features. 
If, however, we consider the core- 
lation existing in the production of 
films in the current year and that 
planned for next year, we find that 
the number of educational films 
constitutes about 70% of the entire. 
production and only 30% is allotted 
to features. : 

‘The educational film has at pres- 
ent achieved full-fledged citizen- 
ship. It is sufficient to glance 
through the pages of the Soviet pic- 
ture press to gather that the ques- 
tion of quality and theme of the 
educational picture is one of the 
primary questions which agitate the 
broad masses of picture workers 
and picture consumers. 


One-Sixth of the Universe 


.‘The Soviet Union occupying one-. 





cities, towns and villages scattered 
over great distances away from 
each other; the Soviet Union car- 
rying on a struggle against ordinary 
as well as technical iiliteracy and 
o>ligated to satisfy the-hunger for 
knowledge of its great population, 
can solve all ‘these problems—i, e., 
<o conquer space, to partly remedy 
the lack of pedagogues, to impart 
a mass of useful and necessary 
technical knowledge to the workers 
and peasants—only with the aid of 
the cinema. At every step the pic- 
ture film takes the place of costly 
and bulky apparatus, special equip- 
ment and so on in the schools, uni- 
versities and special groups study- 
ing technique. 


As the Educator 


‘The education of the broad 
masses under the present condi- 
tions cannot be accomplished with- 
out the utilization of the educa- 
tional film. It is the task of the 
educational organization to com- 
| bine the vividness of the motion 
| picture language with the available 
educational literature. The cinema 
and the book should go hand in 
hand in the educational work and 
|} it} would be erroneous to assume 
|that the motion picture will force 
{the book out of the school. 





i ‘The art of teaching is to be abié 


‘lien on. the picture their 


sixth of the entire earth, with its. 


get in print business. 
_ity of the state right buyers usually 
‘had the lab receiving much less than 


to supplement the sometime help- 
less word with a vivid, impressive 
scene from a film, and vice-versa, 
to furnish the film, at the neces- 
sary moment, ‘with a word that 
would fix the attention of the pupil 
on some detail of the subject, when 
the film itself cannot achieve that 
result. 

‘It is perfectly natural that the 
Soviet Union found it necessary to 
acquire for certain purposes a num- 
ber of foreign motion pictures, 
among them American, These films 
are being shown in appropriate 
places, sometimes with Russian, 
sometimes with English titles, 
cording to the audience. 

‘In any case, no branch of 
cinema has so rich a future, 
unlimited possibilities as the edu- 
cational film; for along with the 
development of the technique of hu- 
man thought these films, too, will 
develop.’ 


ac- 


the 
such 





Indies Lost Money 


(Continued from page 7) 


them change their policy. Now it’s 
cash on the line, no matter who the 
purchaser is, before film leaves the 


plant. 
Laboratories took it on the chin 
plenty through extending credit. 


When the Horsley lab went out of 
business last year there were some 
300 negatives of features in their 
storehouse. They represented pic- 
tures on which the producer had 
been unable to pay his lab bill, each 
with a bill upwards of $2,000. Every 
lab in town had the same experience, 


Wrong Figuring 


figured that if: they had a 
bill was 
safe. They always had the picture, 
but it didn’t work out as they had 
hoped. 

At one time, an eastern picture 
buyer spent seven weeks here look- 
ing over all the features held by the 
labs. He returned to New York 
empty-handed. Nothing he looked 
at was worth buying, even for a $2,« 
000 lab bill. 

Leasing studios where the indies 
work have had about the same ex- 
perience. Tec-Art has lost a young 
fortune by carrying producers. 
Metropolitan went out of business 
mostly because of the same reason,. 

Western Costume Co., the largest 
business of its kind in the world, 
couldn't collect and’ ‘went by the 
board to the sheriff. Prop houses 
and equipment companies all have 
plenty of space in their offices for 
bills marked ‘Past due.’ 


Labs 


Common Property 


Indie producers finishing up their 
features find that everyone in the 
‘business has a call on the picture. 


»Usually the studio and lab come 


first, with a horde trailing after. 
When the state righters were 
stow in picking up the prints, the 
lab as a rule clamped down on the 
negative, holding it for what it could 
Irresponsibil- 


its cost and finding itself the owner 
of a picture that couldn't be sold. 
By this time the producer was out 
after another bankroll and had for- 
gotten his last effort. 

The $15,000,000 owed to various 
branches of the business is for value 
received and does not include the 
amount of money promoted by pro- 
ducers for the shumpies who have 
seen nothing for their cash but the 
inside of a trick studio. 

If that amount was ever totalled, 
it would look like Germany's debt. 


Jacobs’ Road Handling 


Larry Jacobs is handling the na- 
tional exploitation and road showing 
of the Raspin Productions. It’s for 
‘The Explorers of the World’ pic- 
ture, now showing as a special at 
the Criterion, New York. 

First road showing will be about 
Jan. 15, in Boston, then Chicago. 
Film-is to be sent as a special] into 





eight key cities. 
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FILM REVIEWS 





i | Talking Shorts 





‘MOONLIGHT AND CACTUS’ 
TOM PATRICOLA 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Broadway, N. Y. 
Educational 

Two-reeler for the secondary and 
lesser houses, but an example of 
how dangerous Charlie Judels can 
be in shorts. Veteran is a threat to 
anyone featured above him. 

Tom Patricola, best known to 
wvaude and revue audiences for his 
hard-shoe tapping, is here under- 
lined beneath the title, but it’s 
Judels who will pull these reels 
through for what they may mean in 
minor spots. 

Script carries the thin premise of 
having Patricola and his pal signal 
danger to each other by going into 
their dance. No gag material here 
for Thomas, but neither is there any 
for Judels. However, the latter can 
do more with nothing than Patri- 
cola, who, after all, is primarily a 
dancer and requires special atten- 
tion if his laughs are to come via 
chatter. 

Judels has been in 
vaudeville and legit musicals for 
years. His phoney impersonations 
of a Frenchman has been known in 
show business, both on and off the 
stage, foranage. This vet performer 
invariably is able to hoke it up suf- 
ficiently to be amusing. It’s a sim- 
ple matter for Judels to twist this 
routine into a Spanish Don, as here, 
and there’s a distinct suspicion he 
probably could do equally well with 
Dutch, Irish, Wop or Hebe in a 
pinch—which about covers ’em all. 

Anyway, it gives an idea what 
any other performer is up against if 
Judels is in the running. It doesn’t 
mean that he’s an intentional scene 
stealer. He simply can’t help it, 
especially if the material or the sur- 
rounding talent is none too strong, 
which happens to be the case here. 
They can smother him better in 
full-length films, but for shorts it’s 
different, and Judels doing his ex- 
citable Frenchman in a series of ex- 
periences might be worth a one-reel 
try. He’s funny and they like him. 

This particular story has Patri- 
cola and his boy friend running a 
one-car medicine show. They bump 
into a couple of senoritas, with Pat 
making the big play for the af- 
fianced of the hot-tempered Judels. 
Thence, the usual jams, chases, etc. 

Only one set of any consequence, 
with the material unequal to the 
task of holding interest other than 
when Judels is on the screen. gia 

u . 


and out of 





ALTER ‘KULTUR IN JAVA 
(Ancient Civilization in Java) 
Travelog 

10 Mins. 

aie tiaees eee | N. Y. 


a 

Poor filler material. Shows an- 
cient statues, life and rites in Java. 
Much of it uninteresting and just so 
much old stuff to filmgoers. 

All silent action. With the lec- 
turing no aid. Kauf. 





EDGAR KENNEDY 
‘CAMPING OUT’ 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 
Pathe 

The horrors of going camping 
with the wrong people. Will pass 
for the B and C houses. 
_ Opening has the husband ad- 
miring fishing equipment, but pay- 
ing little attention to the camping 
out trailer a salesmen is trying to 
sell. He goes hook, line and sinker 
for latter, egged on by the wife, her 
mother and the brother-in-law, all 
of whom make the camping out ex- 
periment pretty miserable. 
_ Much of the following slapstick 
offers nothing new. Best built up 
8ags worked out around a hornet’s 
nest which unknown to the har- 
rassed mugg and his brother-in-law 
has fallen in their bed. Cast sup- 
Port includes Florence Lake, Dot 
Farley and William Eugene. Char. 


‘THE LORELED 
Cartoon 

Mins. 
Mayfair, N. ¥. 

Educational 

This Terrytoon cartoon is only 
filler grade because it hasn't 
enough punch comedy points. Be- 
gins smooth enough but finishes 
mildly after preparing customers 
for a lively satire on the German 
myth of the Rhine’s temptress. Fin- 
ish has the Lorelei dancing away 
with the shipwrecked sailor to an 
ordinary saloon and whisking empty 
bottles at a tough soldier boy who 
tries to interfere, 

Some baby face singing by Lore- 
ei, Shan, 


‘DUCKS AND DRAKES’ 
oan Sportlight 





Pathe 
Offscreen explanation of what 
and who the characters are in this 
duck hunting trip. Well made for 
What it is, but of limited appeal. 
Better for private audiences and 
clubs than for the public screens, 
Shan. 





‘VOICE OF HOLLYWOOD’ 
Station S-T-A-R 


9 Mins. 
Broadway, N. Y. 
Tiffany 
Badly edited compilation of poor 
subjects. Only for the smallest 
houses at best. Principals.here are 
Leon Janney and Helen Chandler, 


the latter doing a fan mail clerk. 

The Janney insert is rather ri- 
diculous in having this youngster 
perform in eccentric attire, which 
is not eccentric enough, It tags 
him immediately as one of those 
precocious theatrical youngsters, 
and will draw disparaging com- 
ments from middle class houses. 
Outfit on this 15 or 17-year-old is 
a bowler trying to hide a mop of 
blonde curls, a cane, a_ tuxedo 
jacket above white flannels, and a 
white soft shirt having a cgllar of 
which the points almost reach the 
elbows and which ties at the breast 
bone. 

Besides which Janney indiffer- 
ently sings a mediocre tune using a 
long vamp during which he just 
stands there. That wait is and will 
be disastrous, The bit kills Janney 
and the reel. 

Otherwise, there’s a view or two 
of Warner Baxter, Dorothy Mac- 
kaill, Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon 
on shipboard, all silent. Sid. 





UFA KABARETT 

Vaudeville 

20 Mins. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 
Ufa 

Third of this series 
films. In German the word ‘kaba- 
ret’ practically means vaudeville, 
four acts in this one. Short is not 
quite up to past issues in this 
string, but will please in the Ger- 
man houses, 

No m. ec. hurts somewhat because 
there is no way of identifying the 
turns. Woman sings a comedy 
song, after which Oskar Sabo and 
Lotte Werkmeister do laugh sketch 
of boarder and landlady. Too much 
talk keeps this bit from getting very 
far. Third is a lad with a voice, 
warbling as a girl dances. Finish 
is a dance band doing two num- 
bers. 

Proscenium opening is in view 
with the curtain used and the or- 
chestra always in evidence. 

Kauf. 


of kabaret 


we ee 


‘HE MAN HOCKEY’ 

Sports Review 

10 Mins. 

Broadway, N. Y. 
Educational 

A plug for the Boston Bruins, pro 
hockey outfit, in the hands of Bill 
Cunningham, who'is doing a sport 
series for Educational. Figures 
okay around New England where 
and if they’re sufficiently steamed 
about this game and team. Other- 
wise, a routine sport short. 

Flashes of the squad in training 
before and after they put on skates. 
Thence onto the rink, presumably 
the Boston arena, for practice ses- 
sions, and finally the closing min- 
utes of a game with Detroit. Much 
of the action is silent. 

A year ago, when the Bruins were 
cleaning up, this short might have 
carried some billing weight. With 
the Boston team taking the slap 
pretty regularly in league games 
this winter, that special value is 
gone. Cunningham’s explanations 
are clear enough, but he turns the 
mike over to somebody else for the 
actual contest viewed. Sid, 





‘THAT’S MY MEAT,’ 

AL ST. JOHN, 

Comedy, 

15 Mins., 

Academy, N. Y. 
Educational 

Will serve as comedy padder for 
any house, 

St. John is a butcher who is held 
up regularly by burglars, so he de- 
vises a scheme of pulling a lever 
when he’s locked in the ice box 
which releases two bloodhounds. 
Burglars arrive but there’s not 
enough money in the till so they 
start a sale, with St. John forced to 
attend customers while one of the 
crooks does some sidewalk spieling 
in front of the shop. Finally they 
have money enough and lock him up 
as he wishes, 

He releases the hounds, who, in- 
stead of going after the crooks go 
after the meat in the shop and 
call in all their canine friends for 
a party. Kauf. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES, 
‘INCREDIBLE INDIA,’ 
Travelog, 
10 Mins., 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox 

As entertainment and an instruc- 
tive subject, ‘Incredible India’ is 
outstanding in the Carpet series. 
More than just the ordinary camera 
conception directed the making of 
this record. A vivid realism in the 
photography and a wide scope, but 
treated so as to be compact in il- 
lumiuating details. It will intrigue 
even the most hardened of picture 
goers. ’ 

Elephants have many times been 
shown at work but never has the 











Miniature Reviews 


‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Greta 
Garbo, Ramon Novarro starred; 
Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone 
featured. Picture’s strength 
all in these players, An im- 
portant grosser on that account. 


‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). 
Elaborated, artistic version of 
the old standby. Promises 
abundant shocks and returns 
now that the fan public is hor- 
ror conscious. Probably loses 
something in popular appeal by 
highbrow treatment, but will 
create talk. Runs 98 minutes 
in Broadway form, but easily 
adaptable to cutting. 

‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par), 
Powerful in heart appeal and 
should do very well. Under- 
world slant, charming romance 
and drama of a _ sacrificial 
woman, blended into a story of 
well sustained interest. Sylvia 
Sidney backed by a fine cast. 

‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ 
(WB). Lil Dagover’s first 
American film. Poor continuity 
hurts, but it shows Miss Dag- 
over as promising screen mate- 





rial. Looks a light draw at 
best. 
‘Men of Chance’ (Radio). 


Worthwhile and well made 
programer, Campaign doubly 
important because of but fair 
cast name lineup and racetrack 
background. 

‘Ridin’ For Justice’ (Col). 
Buck Jones western that will 
please on double feature bills 
and in the minor grinds. 

‘The Big Shot’ (Pathe). Rural 
comedy of an old vintage. Stars 
Eddie Quillan. Weak feature 
only suitable for split week 
leadership and the top rung 
on minor double feature bills. 
Little cast name strength at 
best. 

‘Der Kleine Seitensprung’ 
(Ufa). German farce with 
songs and not too good. But 
Renate Muelier’s name will 
help draw. Okay for Teutonic 
nabes, 











secret of this beast’s carrying 
power. been revealed as clearly as in 
this short. Fishermen battling with 
high waves, parades, activities ‘in 
the market places, etc., are included. 
Waly. 





‘DOOMED TO WIN’ 

JAMES GLEASON 

Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Loew’s New York 
Pathe 

Sprinkled with laughs having 
mugging during a poker game 
which majors. All about a palooka in 
training and a_ burlesque prize 
fight. An indifferent short. 

Daisy picking fighter who finally 
turns out to be a pansy is the fin- 
ishing twist. Gleason does_ his 
usual hardboiled trainer, Waly. 


‘YELP WANTED’ 

SCRAPPY SERIES 

Cartoon 

8 Mins. 

Loew’s New York 
Columbia - 

Kid cartoon series with the hu- 
man interest touch. Especially for 
youngsters, although possessing 
enough to amuse adults. 

Nothing new in the pen and ink 
antics, although more continuity 
here than in the average cartoon. 

Waly. 





MATA HARI 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer y production and re- 


lease. Stars Greta Garbo and Ramon No- 
Varro. Directed by George Fitzmaurice. 
Lionel Barrymore and Lewis Stone fea- 
tured. Story by Benjamin Glazer and Leo 


Birinski; dialog, Doris Anderson and Gil- 
bert Emery. William Daniels, plrotog- 









raphy. At Capitol, N. Y¥., week Dec, 31. 
Running time, 90 mins, 
Bate FeOTS o4 onc ccc cccstentssn ds Greta Garbo 
Lt. Alexis Rosanoff........Ramon Novarro 
General Shubin..........Lionel Barrymore 
Andriani...ccccccccccccessseess Lewis Stone 
Dubois...... eccces ..C. Henry Gordon 
Carlottem. ccccccccccccccceess Karan Morley 
CAPOR.. cccccecccecvessccesd Alec B. Francis 
Sister Angelica...sses --Blanche Frederict 
Warden........cccceces----Hamund Breese 
Sister Genevieve...eee. Helen Jerome Eddy 
The Cookspy..ccccccccsececs Frank Reicher 
Garbo, Novarro, Barrymore and 
Stone—the Metro Tragedy Four— 


are too strong a marquee combina- 
tion of names to leave this film in 
boxoffice doubt. With Garbo lead- 
ing they dominate the whole affair 
making the picture, as a picture, 
very secondary. Through them 
‘Mata Hari’ becomes not only flop- 
proof, but practically surefire for 
heavy returns. Also through: them 
it manages to slide by as enter- 
tainment. 

As a talker on merit and its story 
alone, this is just a picture. It 
needs its cast names at all times, 
being a yarn which can’t stand up 
for long on its own gams. Though 
Garbo is sexy and hot in a less 
subtle way this time, and though 
the plot goes about as far as it can 
in situation warmth, the story pre- 
sents nothing sensational. Its few 
attempts at power are old style and 
all have been used before in similar 
trite spy stories. 

Garbo’s introduction is strictly 
Mutual wheel. She does a polite 
cooch to Oriental music as a starter 
and in the same number makes a 
symbolic play for a huge idol, with 
the hips in motion all the while. 
The finish is a neatly masked strip 
with Greta’s back to the lens, 

Two other torrid moments later 
in the running are given to Garbo 
and Novarro. Both times they turn 
out the lights. The first dousing, 
with both in a boudoir doorway, 
occurs a few minutes after they 
meet in a flirtatious manner. After 
the second blackout they’re shown 
fooling around in the dark for a 
little while. 

Mata Hari’s method for grabbing 
enemy info, if this scenario is au- 
thentic, was to get ’em in the bed- 
room and keep ’em interested, while 
am assistant operative snatches the 
papers. The boy lieutenant, whom 
Mata learns to love after two 
samples in the dark, is blind at the 
finish and doesn’t know what’s go- 
ing on when Mata is finally taken 
for a walk by a French firing squad. 
It’s pretty sad and will provoke 
plenty of gushing. 

While Mata and Alexis are going 
through the Simmons routines, 
.Lionel Barrymore and Lewis Stone 
are playing what, for them, are 
minor parts. Barrymore, as a 
broken general who loses his honor 
and finally his life through the gla- 
morous Mata Hari, succeeds in in- 
serting a punch in his moments of 
despair. Nobody could have done 
it better and few as well, so Barry- 
more’s presence comes in handy to 
the picture inside the theatre as 
well as outside. But Lewis Stone 
is under wraps with a semi-vil- 
lainous assignment that doesn’t 
warrant his ability. 

Other standards like Alec Fran- 
cis, Edmund Breese and Helen 
Jerome Eddy are relegated to short 
ons and offs. They haven’t as much 
to do as C. Henry Gordon, the gen- 
darme who finally nabs Mata, 

That grouping the names may re- 
duce the total of individual pictures 
during the year, and will, be favor- 
ably counteracted by business and 
attention created by the grouping, 
seems clearly shown by ‘Mata Hari.’ 
It might have managed to make the 





grade with Garbo alone, but it’s 








The Woman’s Angle 





‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). 
ing, sustained by Greta Garbo and 


Melodramatic espionage, with a tear-jerker end- 


a strong cast. Inspired costuming 


and calculating star treatment will reap a rich feminine reward, 


‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). 


Classic shocker loses much of its stark 


horror and consequent unpleasantness for women, by growing logical 
with pschoanalytical motivation and daringly presented sex appeal. 
Latest version made enticing instead of repellant to the girls. 


‘Ladies of the Big House’ (Par). Credible presentation of the inside 
on prison life with Sylvia Sidney fighting to free her unjustly jailed mate. 
Holds the ladies’ interest by arousing their sympathy. 


‘Woman From Monte Carlo’ 


(WB). 
formula sent to sea with the French navy, 


Guinevere-Launcelot-Arthur 
Childishly dialogued film 


wastes its energy failing to establish Lil Dagover as a glamorous foreign 


star. 





‘Men of Chance’ (Radio). 


Obviously 


insincere characterizations of 


big-time gamblers, negligible love interest and shoestring shots of splen- 
dor mitigate against feminine interest in this racetrack yarn, 





‘Under 18’ (WB). 


Whether ’tis better to be pure and poor or care- 
less and comfortable, peppered with 


dizziness and leers. As phoney 


as its bachanalian penthouse swimming pools and fake chinchilla coats. 
Too shoddy an imitation to fool the gais, 





‘Zwei Menschen’ (Cicero). 
focused on a spiritual theme. 


Rare pictorial beauty, sincerity and dignity 
Inherent pathos but tragic conclusion 


places it above popular femme tastes on this side, 





—_ 


going to get a lot more on the adde@ 
help. 

Production is first rate in every 
department. George Fitzmaurice’s 
direction gives pace to a story that 
could have easily dragged. Instead, 
it succeeds in sustaining a fair clip 
in the 90-minute running time, 
Where cutting is desired, the foote 
age can stand it. Bige, 


JEKYLL AND HYDE 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
Fredric March. Produced by Rouben Ma- 
moulian Features Miriam Hopkins and 
Hobart. Based on novel by Robert 
Louis Stevenson, with screen story by Same- 
ue! Hoffenstein and Percy Heath. Photog- 





Rose 


raphy, Karl Struss. At Rivoli, N. Y., Dec. 
31, for grind run. Running time, 98 mins. 
Dr. Henry Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, 

Fredric March 
Ivy Parson....- eececcseces+-Miriam Hopkins 
Muriel Carew..scocccecccccsss: Rose Hobart 
Dr. LARVA. .cccccesoeccece Holmes Herbert 
Brig. Gen. Carew..eeees- Halliwell Hobbes 
POOIE ..ccccccreccccsceseeses Edgar Norton 
UClerson asccccccccccssssessesd Arnold Lucy 


The time-tested horror tale, in an 
over-elaborated version and with 
modern trimmings, falls into a 
strong spot during a popular vogue 
for this story type. Circumstances 
of its release, besides its production 
merit, assure it good returns, both 
for deluxe runs and subsequent 
general release. 

Script has departed widely from 
the traditional stage and screen 
form, for it has been done over and 
over in both mediums, but the ele- 
ment that detracts from its highest 
box-office possibilities is that it 
runs overtime on footage. Labored 
adornment of the original simplicity 
weakens the production for mob ap- 
peal. High pitch of emotional hor- 
ror is difficult to maintain beyond 
some certain degree of elapsed 
time, and the 98 minutes this pic- 
ture runs carries it past that human 
limit. 

Camera trick of changing a central 
figure from the handsome Fredric 
March into the bestial, ape-like 
monster Hyde carries a terrific 
punch, but in each successive use of 
the device—and it is repeated four 
times—it weakens for hair-raising 
effect. The new version, seeking to 
improve on the old, has brought up 
too many complications. 

The fundamental story is that a 
brilliant scientist turns himself into 
an ogre who goes upon orgies of 
lust and murder in peaceful London, 
all in a misguided frenzy of scien- 
tific research, and after murdering 
a number of other people by ex- 
tremely horrifying means, destroys 
himself. That was the length and 
breadth of the stage play, and it 
served in that form for years. 

But the more resourceful camera 
must improve on the simple form, 
by expounding principles and mo- 
tives, weaving in a thread of mod- 
ern psychology that interprets the 
adequate original, and telling it all 
with a wealth of distracting sym- 
bolism. The picture is infinitely 
better art than the old stage play— 
indeed, in many passages it is an 
astonishingly fine bit of interpret- 
ing a classic, but as popular fare it 
loses in vital reaction, 

General effect is of misjudged 
values; the picture doesn’t build to 
an effective climax, and it seems 
that the reason is the too slow and 
especially too labored approach in 
the climaxes, This view is solely in 
consideration of its probable effect 
upon a film audience and without 
relation to an adequate, artistic 
version of the Stevenson story. 

On the latter angle the picture is 
a fine work of the studio art. Asa 
literary transcription, the picture is 
the last word in artistic interpreta. 
tion, done by understanding adapt- 
ors and an extremely skillful direc- 
tor. There are startling interpre- 
tations of meanings, such as the re- 
action of Jekyll’s casual meeting 
with Ivy (done into a capital com- 
edy scene by the way) upon his na- 
ture when he assumes the Hyde 
nature in order, as he explains, to 


study the effect of letting one’s: 


baser self have its temporary way. 
March does an outstanding bit of 
theatrical acting. His Hyde make- 
up is a triumph of realized night- 
mare. Other people of the cast 
matter little, except that Miriam 
Hopkins plays Ivy, the London 
soiled dove, with a capital sense of 
comedy and coquettry that contrib- 
utes to the subsequent horror build- 
up. 
Settings and lighting alone are 
worth seeing as models of atmos- 
pheric surroundings. Shadowy, fog- 
dimmed London streets are elo- 
quently conveyed for the creation of 
ghostly effect, and the picture is full 
of excellent camera work that helps 
to make striking dramatic devices, 
Rush, 


Ladies of Big House 


Paramount production and release. Die 
rected by Marion Gering. Features Sylvia 
Sidney, Gene Raymond and Wynne Gibson, 





Ernest Booth, author; screen play, Louis 
Weitzenkorn; cameraman, David Abel. At 
Paramount, N. Y., week Dec. 31, Running 


time, 76 mins. 

Kathleen StorM., ccocccoccesecs Sylvia Sidney 
Stardish McNeil. cecsceseses Gene Raymond 
Susie Thompson. sceesesees++- W¥nne Gibson 
Martin DoremuS. seesessesRocklifie Fellowes 
Kid Athens..... cert) Te eee eee Earle Foxe 
Warden Hecker. csosesseess-Frank Sheridan 
The Countess. cocsesocceces:++- Edna Bennett 
Reno Maggie. ccoccsscccess+Fritzi Ridgeway 
IVOTY.....-seescsescccesosess. Louise Beavers 
The Mexican Woman..e....Miriam Golding 


A picture with intense human ap- 
peal that abundantly compensates 
for its depressing atmosphere within 

(Continued on page 23) 
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with “Bad Girl’: 


DOZENS OF THEM! 

































@ JAMES DUNN & SALLY 
EILERS, “Bad Girl” stars. 


@ MINNA GOMBELL, also of 
“Bad Girl.” 


@ EDWIN BURKE who wrote 
' this and “Bad Girl’s” brilliant 
dialogue. 


@ THE STORY: Happy, peppy, 


human, tender, clean. 


@ “THE SALLY-JIM,” new dance 
step created by Dunn-Eilers. Now 
tied-up nationally with big dance 
schools. 


@ Plenty more in the Fox press 


. a |S es _ 
book for showmen. ee ee co x 
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‘to Reckon with Fox for Profit! 
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KEEPING UP 


WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 





the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


When Size Counts 
Biggest F. & M. stars in years 
piloted through Brooklyn streets by 
Kinzler and Livingston, p. a.’s at 
the Fox. Ballyhooing F. & M. “Cir- 
cus Days” Idea. Biggest stars were 
the performing elephants, of course. 





Start At Year’s Start 


Caligary Brothers started New 
Year right by joining F. & M. New 
Years Day. Happened at New 
Haven Paramount. Their Idea is 
“Hot Java,’ and they’ll make it a 
hot success. 





Sensational Dancer Joins 


Joe Rose, marvelous acrobatic 
dancer who has been with F. & M. 
before, signed by Leonidoff for “On 
Parade” Idea. This is unit first 
billed as “German Echoes.” Rose 
joins at Philadelphia next week. 





Show Booster’s Angle 


W. E. J. Martin, dramatic editor 
Buffalo Courier Express, gives: un- 
usual space to F. & M. Ideas, and 
for a reason, Feels they encourage 
liking for legitimate shows, which 
he is very anxious to bring back to 
Buffalo. 





Why Is a Gag? 


Boyce Combe, comedian, played 
first F. & M. engagement at B. & K. 
Chicago Theatre. In ,“Parasols” 
Jdea. As-P. A. Bill Pine wrote: 
“Combe doesn’t have to stay under 
any parasol Goes right out and 
gets ’em.” 


ee 


Ruth Gets Three - 


Kunnel Snyder agreeably sur- 
prised when Clark Robinson and 
Phil Ploom told him Wifie Ruth 
Etting stayed at the Roxy for three 
weeks. Seldom is stage act held 
this long at this cinema. Next 
Etting stand is Fox, Brooklyn. 


Why Bookers Age 


F. & M. New York office booked 
fifty special New Year’s Eve shows, 
setting a new record and making 
the old debbil depresh look wobbly. 
So many shows to fill that Bookers 
Kaye, Kutchuk and Solomon went 
dizzy finding suitable acts. 





Answer: He’s a Showman 


Manager Arthur Benson, “Rhap- 
sody in Rhythm” Idea, wired that 
Lionel Keene, for Fox Theatre, At- 
lanta, gave this F. & M. unit equal 
text space with “Private Lives,” 
masterpiece picture, which is inno- 
vation in that city. All box office 
records smashed. 


Keeping Directors Busy 


Leonidoff shot back to Coast to 
put new Idea into production at 
Hollywood main studio. This leaves 
next Eastern Idea to Clark Robin- 
son to direct. Robinson’s first F. 
& M. Eastern unit, “Rhapsody in 
Rhythm,” makes no one worry about 
what he can do in Idea field. 





Contest Notes 


Larry Conley and Allen Glenn, 
Warner’s Stanley, Jersey City, toying 
with plan for star act contest, act 
to get F. & M. full route. Chicago 
World’s Fair talent contest still get- 
ting big space. Mebbe they'll locate 
a Mary Lewis or Harry Richman, 
who knows? 












ACTS 


® Get the billing you 
deserve 





® Play the longest route 
in show business 


@ Get your pay checks on 
the minute 


® Sign with a show that 
never folds 





See 








to correct the errors 


of 1931 


THEATRE 
OPERATORS 


@ Get the biggest stage 


show at minimum cost 








@ Forget your wotties in 
hiring talent 


®@ Book acts that always 
show up 


@ Bolster weak pictures 
with a show that draws 


COME ON IN and talk over 
your 1932 problems with... 
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. Ladies of Big House 


(Continued from page 19) 


a jail. Superlatively made and fault- 
Jessiy played and a sure grosser in 
the high brackets. — It puts Sylvia 
sidney forward again in the running 
after several tries that did her no 
ood in spite of good performances. 

Story and production has plenty 
of quality and a world of punch. 
But most of all it has that priceless 
element of sustained interest. It 
starts at good speed with an inter- 
underworld-politics angle; 
picks up with a charming sequence 
of young romance and then with 
great swiftness develops into tense 
drama. Three clearly defined phases 
would suggest a diffusion of interest, 


esting 


put on the contrary the story has 
excellent unity and the theme is 
neatly cemented into a complete 
whole. 

As a sample of economy in story 


telling and playing down of nones- 
sentials, one of the earlier passages 
preparatory to the main tale is a 
murder and the railroading of two 
innocent people to jail for the crime. 
The actual killing takes up remark- 
ably little footage and the usual in- 
tricate courtroom trial scene is elim- 
jnated entirely. Point involved here 
is that the producer has triumphed 
over the temptation to introduce 
mere theatrical acting possibilities 
in the interest of intrinsic dramatic 
force. 

Much of the length is devoted to 
realistic presentation of uningpiring 
atmosphere inside a women’s peni- 
tentiary. It conveys the sense of 
grim monotony, but still it has hu- 
man highlights that give it com- 
pelling interest. There is the for- 
eign woman who is terrified at the 
prospect of having her impending 
baby born in jail; there is the slink- 
ing stool pigeon; the stalwart, hard- 
faced matrons; the Countess (Enid 
Bennett) with drawing room man- 
ners in excellent comedy contrast to 
the hardboiled gang girl types that 
surround her. All these things are 
mere quick sidelights, deftly planted 
in passing. They never intrude upon 
the important business of the cen- 
tral narrative. 

Script is rich in clever dramatic 
device. The heroine is bent upon 
saving her condemned husband on 
the eve of his execution, and pro- 
poses to join a jail-break for that 
end. Escape plot is introduced with 
expert indirectness. All the women 
prisoners are talking to their vis- 
itors under the watchful eye of a 
matron. An Italian girl among them 
is talking to her husband and occa- 
isonally breaks into her native 
tongue, only to be warned to use 
English, and it is as part of this by- 
play that the husband reveals the 
scheme for the jail-break. 

Miss Sidney’s type lends itself 
especially well to the sympathetic 
role of the little flower girl who is 
framed because she refuses the ad- 
vances of a gangster with political 
influence. And she makes an ideal 
opposite for the blonde young Gene 
Raymond, the lad who marries her 
and finds himself enmeshed in the 
same conspiracy. He plays the con- 
demned prisoner with manly sim- 
plicity if without any special power 
except the vigor that is innate in 
the part. Wynne Gibson as a blonde 
and bitter underworld type was 
equal to her incidental assignment. 

Photography is extremely good. 
The central sequences are set in the 
drab gray atmogphere of a prison, 
and the lens has managed to get 
something of a flat quality into its 
compositions and lightings that 
carry out the idea. 

It has a happy ending and a cli- 
mactic finale that carries a heavy 
punch, putting a satisfactory period 
to one of the best pieces of class 





commercial producing of the last 
few months. Rush. 
Woman from Monte Carlo 


First National production and release 
— Lil Dagover. Features Walter Hus- 
Mich le Warren William. Directed by 
nt Curtiz; screen play and dialog, 

arvey Thew. At Strand, N. Y., week Jan. 
Potts time, 60 mins. 
Captai teeta eeees Rbawevess Lil Dagover 
D'Ortell Corlaix. .. Walter Huston 
Brambour treeeseseseess..Warren William 
le Due” ..John Wray 

orbrag tt eeeeeees Terr George Stone 
% ..Robert Warwick 


* POP eee esesesees 


ee 


TOPO e eset teen 





The coming out picture for Lil 
re ight German star, on this side, 
aa while it probably will serve to 

roduce Miss Dagover’s name to 
pm audiences, it’s not a good 
film iecaitt — story will keep the 
offices rating importantly at box 

Miss Dagover speaks pretty fair 
nar with a distinct Teutonic 
al nt. Her performance in this 

m is much under the quality she 
48 shown in some German pictures. 
aaa never seems sure of herself 
P never quite convinces here. 

Ossibly nervousness or direction. 
o Walter Huston, in support, is 
a off. The story seems to 
other both. 
_. rn has to do with a beautiful 
a married to the captain of a 
oP tian battleship (Houston). Two 
“eng of the officers try to make 
fs ay for her and she falls, for a 
oe tae for Warren Williams, cast 
Before andsome young lieutenant. 
tm ore anything can happen she's 
 -Pped in his cabin and the boat 
- tts off. At this point the ship 
. attacked by the Germans and 
Sinks with almost all hands lost. 

a tiundreds of people supposedly 

Own, but the princinals are saved 


The woman's husband doesn’t find 
out she was aboard ship and some 
explanation is badly called for here 
but is not given. 

Later the captain is being tried 
for having allowed the ship to sink 
and the only way he can be saved 
is for the woman to tell the truth 
about her being aboard ship. The 
captain freed and everybody 
marches out, including her husband, 
without talking to ker, making an 
unsatisfactory ending for a muddled 
yarn. 


is 


Several good things, about the 
picture, however, uppermost being 
Warren Williams’ performance, his 


best yet and the first time he really 
shows promise of important film 
work. Also the battle on 
board the ship is well done. It 
used on a wide screen at the Strand 


scene 


which helped. 

Miss Dagover left for Berlin right 
after this picture, but she can make 
rood if given a break in stories. 

Kauf. 
MEN OF CHANCE 
Radio production and release. P. S&S. Ber- 


man associate producer. Story by Louis 
Weitzenkorn with adaptation and dialog by 
Louis Stevens. Directed by George Archain- 


baud. Features Mary Astor, Ricardo Cor- 
tez, John Halliday and Ralph Ince. Pho- 
tography, Nick Musucaro. At Hippodrome 
N, Y., week Dec. 26. Running time, 65 
mins. 

Marthe Ven Peeere ye te Mary Astor 
JOMNNY. BK... cccoecsccccess .-Ricardo Cortez 
EPOEVEL wdc c cceccesccccesese John Halliday 
WUETIOY «kwicccecscscvece sive ..Ralph Ince 
Gertie ..isscccecccccccseresces Kitty Kelly 


‘Men of Chance’ is 
people inside the 
theatre to find out it’s worthwhile 
entertainment. As programmers go. 
this film gives more than the usual 


Problem with 
how to attract 


satisfaction. Lacking draw names 
and having a race track back- 
ground, results will mostly come 
through exploitation. 

Story holds strong love interest, 
but first sets out to develop the 


race track angle. Initial sequence is 
laid in Paris and topped by a well- 
done scene at Longchamps. Mov- 
ing to the States, it then takes in a 
stock farm and several American 
tracks. Final race is actually ex- 
citing, since interest in its outcome 
has been whipped up to a neat turn. 

Narrative concerns the efforts of 
two gamblers to marry a girl toa 
betting rival in order to learn what 
horses he is playing so that the race 
xan be fixed to suit. Having been 
befriended in Paris the young wife 
of John Silk, luckiest of all race 
pickers, unwittingly slips the win- 
ning tips only to find she has thus 
double-crossed her husband for his 
enemies. Final reel finds the girl 
turning. the tables the other way 
and recouping her husband's for- 
tune. Partly because the. story has 
built it up, plus good camera com- 
position, the race is excellent. 

Ricardo Cortez and Mary Astor 
do full justice to their parts, while, 
as the schemers, John Halliday and 
Ralph Ince are also good. 

Picture is a first run at the Hipp 
because at the last minute cancella- 
tion of ‘Frankenstein’ (U) was made 
through refusal of U to approve the 
contract because of terms. Char. 


RIDIN’ FOR JUSTICE 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Charles ‘Buck’ Jones. Directed by D. Ross 
Lederman. Photography, Ben Kline. At 
Loew's Circle, N. Y., as half double bill, 
Dec. 2% Running time, 60 mins, 








Little doubt that these Buck 
Jones westerns possess more b. 0. 
plausibility than the ordinary run 
of broncho comedies. But this issue 
lacks the realism and punch that 
should put this Jones’ piece over 
as a solo feature on a minor pro- 
gram. Made smoother than others 
but cheaply enough so that it’s no- 
ticed. Plot is catch-as-catch-can 
and therefore, ‘Ridin’ for Justice’ 
seemed best suited for the double 
bills or lesser grinds. 

Usual yarn about a wild broncho 
buster who’s a hit with the saloon 
dames in a Nevada town but not 
with the city marshals. Also has 
the chief marshal’s wife for him and 
that’s a rub. She befriends him as 
a fugitive and they get mixed up 
in a murder. But the duo wind up 
happily the husband eventually be- 
ing proved guilty. Shan. 


Secrets of the Orient 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and Kolb distribution in 
U. S. Synchronization in New York. Di- 


rected by Alexander Wolkoff. Photog- 
raphy, Kurt Courant. At the Europa, N. 
Y., for grind run Dec. 30, Running time, 
80 mins. 





This is an old Ufa silent, now, for 
no reason, synced and _ revived. 
Never shown here previously in any 
form and perhaps just as well. 

Must have been quite expensive 
in its original form, but acting and 
direction, however, are not impor- 
tant and the story is not likely to 
get anywhere. It’s one of those 
Arabian tale things played with a 


tongue in the cheek. Result is that 
it’s neither good satire nor good 
romance of the old school. 


Nikolai Kolin, as the cobbler who 
dreams himself into and out of be- 
ing a prince, is interesting, but the 





old style makeup doesn’t help the 
girls any. Ufa isn't distributing 
this itsel Kavf. 





was | 


A NOUS LA LIBERTE 


(‘Freedom for Us’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Dec. 20. 
Tobis production and re- 
Tobis Epinay studios. Di- 
Rene Clair from own scenario. 


Film 


ease 


Sonore. 
made in 
rected by 


Music Georges Auric; photograpry, 
Perinal. tecorded on Tobis Klanefilm. 
Running time, 95 mins. At Ermitage, 
Paris. 
BmmasO.. . cccndcocevecvceseses Henri Marchand 
en Perrer Sbeones -.-Raymond Cords 
SOMME, cc cecececcccccdvececten Rolla France 
DOO” COIs «cbc cccevcce eseccdas Paul Olivier 
RES Pre eee Cee Te Jacques Shelly 
The For BE cccccececsssed Anare Michaud 
NG i <2 xco ee eee ... Germaine Aussey 
An Old Gentleman............Leon Lorin 
4 One Time Prisoner........ William Burke 
An Orator weeeee Vincent Hyspa 
Rene Clair has applied a techni- 
| cal formula similar to that of his 
proceeding productions, ‘Sous Le 
Toits de Paris’ and ‘Le Million,’ to 
a subject matter which constitutes 





a social satire. That is his film has 
a minimum of dialog and a good 
deal of accompanying music. It 
is easily understandable even to 
those who do not know French. Re- 
action to the film is not locally on 
a par with its international chances. 
This was the case with ‘Sous Les 
Toits de Paris, adversely commented 
upon over here before becoming an 
international hit. 

This film really comprises two 
parts. One half is social, and really 


the backbone of the picture, tend- 
ing to show conditions under which 


industrial workers are laboring as 
identical to those obtaining in pri- 
sons. The other part, which prac- 
tically constitutes an independent 
story, is a love affair. Like most 
Clair films it contains much foot- 
age devoted to chases. A distinct 
effort at production has been made 
and cost of film is well over $100,- 
000. The spectacular part, either in 
jail or the factories, is somewhat re- 
mindful of ‘Big House,’ but the 
treatment throughout is more Ger- 
manic than that of many German 
films. 
Clair 
as in 


the same trick 
‘Le Million,’ having a ghost 
chorus express in song thoughts 
which the principals act. . Film is 
different from the usual run and 
despite its weak parts, it is an in- 
ternational bet with eventual dub- 


has used 


bing facilities since there are no 
closeups. 
Social half shows two prisoners 


attempting to break jail. One es- 
capes while his pal is captured. The 
man who escapes secures a job as 
a gramophone salesman and then 
rises to the position of a big manu- 
facturer. Chain system and disci- 
pline obtaining in his factories are 
identical to those obtaining in the 
prison. When the recaptured man 
has been liberated, he traces his 
former mate who gives him a job 
and both are happy until more jail 
birds appear who attempt to black- 
mail the manufacturer. Latter re- 
fuses to come across, and the last 
scene has the two former convicts 
escaping to live as tramps on the 
day of his crowning achievement as 
an industrialist; the inauguration of 
a factory where machines do the 
work while the personnel goes fish- 
ing. 

Love story consists of the man- 
ager’s pal, as one of the workers, in 
love with a girl clerk and finding 
that she already loves another man. 

Raymond Cordy, who gives a fine 
impersonation of the industrialist, 
was a taxi driver a year ago. He 
is somewhat of the Bancroft type. 
His pal is well played by Henri 
Marchand. Balance of the cast is 
excellent. Mavi. 


THE BIG SHOT 


RWO-Pathe release of Charles Rogers 
production. Stars Eddie Quillan. Features 
Maureen O'Sullivan and Mary Nolan. Di- 
rected by Ralph Murphy. Screen play and 
dialog, Joseph Fields and Earl Baldwin; 
story an original by George Dromgold and 
Hal Conklin; film editor, Charles Craft; 
photography, Arthur Miller. At Moss’ 
Broadway, N. Y., week Dec, 31. Running 
time, 65 mins, 


mE cévcce -..-Eddie Quillan 
EPO cescces seeesees++-Maureen O'Sullivan 
Fay Turner...ccccccccceceees- May Turner 
DREOOE  sccvcene seeccceseceses»- Roscoe Ates 
Mrs. Thompson...eccese++++-Belle Bennett 
Dr. Peasley.....ccccscesese++--Otis Harlan 
Old Timer.. coeeseresces Arthur Stone 
Mr. +eeeee-Louis John Bartels 


eee wat eeeeeee 


Howell....-. 


Can and will solo only for split 
week dates. Otherwise the top of a 
minor dual bill. Its Broadway dis- 
play is the result of a sudden Moss 
decision to fling this theatre’s hat 
into the ring. Result will not be 
happy despite the attendant holi- 
days. 

‘The Big Shot’ is a rural comedy 
of the young hotel clerk whose real 
estate purchase turns out to be a 
valuable sulpher spring instead of 
a worthless swamp. The recogniz- 
able race to reach the young man 
by the girl and those who would 
keep from telling him his luck is 
present, besides resting in many a 
trunk. Thrill is the plunge of the 
fiancee’s car into the mud, which 
acts like quicksand, with the res- 
cue accomplished via rope. 

Production holds nothing to give 
this film other than secondary con- 
sideration. Eddie Quillan, starred, 
and Arthur Stone, who does an old 
derelict, predominate for perform- 
ance. They are seconded by Roscoe 
Ates and his stutter spotted here to 
the best advantage, a bit. Femme 
contingent is weak. Maureen O'Sul- 





livan is a colorless heroine, while 
Mary Nolan’s entrance into ané 
exit from the picture remain un-" 
explained. 

Story and its manipulation by 
Ralph Murphy, the director, is for 
the most part uninteresting and 


dependent upon what invigoration 
the youthful Quillan can give it 
with the addition of the contrast 


of age supplied by Stone. Latter re- 
ally turns in the best piece. of work 
in the film. It is a goud characteri- 
zation of an old and grump pessi- 


mist who takes a liking to the lad 
who has been stuck with his buy 
ot a desolate auto camp 

Louis John Bartels is the first 
talking individual who entices the 
kid into his supposedly hopeless 
plight. Miss Nolan's entrance is on 
a runaway from a pursuing cal! 


which gives the film an underworld 
tinge, further carried out by the 
portrayal she delivers. Her exit 
after hiding out for days in one of 
Quillan’s bungalows, is at the 
rough hands of Ralph Ince, who 
isn't even named in the cast. Hence 
the tall blonde girl’s presence looks 
merely an excuse to separate the 
lovers and explain where the $259 
comes from which Quillan pays 
back as evidence of his honesty. 
Murphy's uneasy frame of mind 
is indicated in an ice cream party, 
where Quillan and the heavy go 
into a comedy fight involving pie 
throwing, ete. No other audiences 
than those in the cheapest grinds 
will forgive him for this inclusion. 
Picture is actually a tough break 
for Quillan, who might start going 
places if given’ suitable yarns. 
Handed such as this it does neither 
the boy nor his company any good. 
An old-fashioned picture in which 
sound is the most modern note and 
possessing a cast of little marquee 
strength. Its boxoffice prospects are 
therefore dull. Sid. 





Viktoria und Ihr Husar 


(‘Victoria and Her Hussar’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Dec. 24. 

Rotofilm production and Aafa film re- 
lease. Operetta, by Alfred Grunwald and 
Dr. Fritz Friedmann-Frederich; music, 
Paul Abraham. Directed by Richard Os- 
wald. Production management Walter 
Zeiske. Sound, H. Pirkhofer. Recorded 
on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Michael Bohnen, 
Friedel Schuster, Iwan Petrowitsch, Gretl 
Theimer, Ernst Verebes, Else Elster, Willi 
Stettner, Julius Falkenstein, Julius von 
Soereghi, Ch. W. Kayser, Eugen Neufeldt, 
%. A. Licho, Ernst Pittschau. Running 
time, 


92 mins. At Primus Palast, Berlin. 
Paul Abraham’s most successful 


operetta has here been made into 
a picture. But Richard Oswald has 
directed hastily and without orig- 
inality. Main success of the oper- 
etta, its score by Paul Abraham, is 
no longer in the foreground. In- 
stead, the sentimental story of the 
Hungarian officer is underlined. Its 
boxoffice chances are mild. This 
officer, on his escape from Russia, 
is saved by his former fiancee, now 
wife of the American Ambassador 
in Peking. She again falls in love 
with him, is divorced from her hus- 
band, returns to Hungary and 
finally marries her first fiance. 

Friedel Schuster plays Viktoria. 
Her voice and appearance are a 
decided help. Nothing much on her 
performance, as well as Michael 
Bohnen, as they are in but walk- 
through parts. 

Sound is not satisfactory but 
the photography is excellent. 

Magnus. 





Der Kleine Seitenspring 


(‘The Slight Indiscretion’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Ufa production and 
nate Mueller. Directed 
Schuenzel; production 
ther Stapenhorst; 
Schuenzel and 


release. Stars Re- 
by Reinhold 
supervision, Guen- 
scenario, Reinhold 
Emmerich Pressburger; 
camera, Werner Brandes; sound, Dr. 
Erich Leistner; music, Ralph Erwin; 
lyrics, Robert Gilbert. At Ufa-Cosmopoli- 
tan, N. Y., for grind run Jan. 1. Running 
time, 90 mins, 

Walter Heller............. Herman Thimig 
Erika, his wife...... .....Renate Mueller 
Dr. Max Eppman...... Hans Brausewetter 
August Wernecke.......... Otto Wallburg 
Lona, his wife..........Hilde Hildebrand 
Singer .. Wbeeecessé6etvarsesean ..- Dinah 
Pianist ..-Hermann Blass 


seeeee 





- 

Just a fair German farce with 
music. Its slowness is the biggest 
fault, but there are some funny sit- 
uations and Renate Mueller’s name 
will help bring in German custom- 
ers. Okay German program mate- 
rial, though not for anyone without 
a complete knowledge of the lan- 
guage. 

Story is built along usual farce 
lines. Divorce lawyer allows him- 
self to be vamped by another wom- 
an. His wife, jealous, does some 
vamping on her own. Two divorce 
suits result, with everything turn- 


ing out all right after the usual 
complications. 
Frauiein Muller is one of the 


youngest and best liked of the Ger- 
man film names and does very well. 
Otto Wallburg, easily the best of the 
German comics, is excellent. Hans 
sSrausewetter also gives a good per- 
formance. 

Ralph Erwin’s music for this pic- 
ture is not impressive, none of the 
songs carrying weight, 

Directorially film is okay, accord- 





ing to the Teutonic standard, al- 
though about two reels of excess 
footage are included Kauf 


Hippolyt, the Lackey 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


Budapest, Dec. 21. 
Sonor production and Magyar Filme 
olesonzo release. Directed by Istvan 
szekely. Manuscript and dialog, Istvan 
Zagon and Karoly Noti; music, Mihaly 
Kisemann; photography, Istvon Eiben; 
sound, Ferene Lohr and Dustmann. Cast: 
Gyula Csories, Gyula Kabos, Eva Feny- 
vessy, Mici Erdelyi, Gyula Gozon, Mict 
Haraszthy, Erno Szenes, Sandor Goth, 


Maresa Simon. Kalman Zatony, Paul Javor, 
Lajos Gardonyi, Jeno Herceg, Andor Sar- 
ossy, Istvan Barsony, Ferenc Pazmany. Ree 
corde! on Tobis-Klanefim at the Hunnia 
studios. At Forum and Radius, Budapest. 
Running time, 835 mins 


This 


produced at 


picture 
an 


second Hungarian 


Hunnia studios is 
both 


artistic 


outstanding for busi- 


success, 


ness and from an point. 
“his is due to a good story which is 
full of laughs. Picture has been 
cleverly directed by Stephen Sze- 
kely, a Hungarian living and work- 
ing in Berlin. ‘Hippolyt’ is as good 
as the best German pictures. 

Story is of Mattias Schneider, a 
newly-rich parvenu, who started 
life as an expressman, and his fam- 


ily. He has simple habits and 
works hard all day, his. daughter, 
Terka, helping. Mrs. Schneider, 


however, aims at higher things. She 


wants a position in society and 
wishes Terka to marry well. Terka, 
however, loves Benedek, an em- 


ployee in her father’s firm. 

Mrs, Schneider revolutionizes the 
household by engaging Hippolyt, a 
butler who has always been in the 
service of the aristocracy. Hippolyt 
then proceeds to educate the fam- 
ily. He tells Schneider that a real 
gentleman should frequent night 
clubs and procure ae mistress. 
Schneider falls for Mimi, a dancer, 
who follows him to his house just 
when Ma is giving her first party 
sponsored by Hippolyt. It’s a wild 
mixup, ending with the firing of the 
butler and the family going back to 
its former routine. 

Csortos, prominent actor of the 
National theatre, does the butler, 
and gives an excellent performance. 
So does Kabos as the hen-pecked 
profiteer. Paul Javor is agreeable 
to look at and Gozon is very humor- 
ous. Eva Fenyvessy is pretty, but 
cold and constrained. Mici Erdelyi 
has had screen experience in Ber- 
lin, and is clever and fascinating. 

‘Hippolyt’ is another good mark 
for Hungarian pictures. Import 
difficulties will improve the chances 
of native productions. This picture 
is strong enough to do away with 
prejudice against home-made prod- 
uct. 

A German version of ‘Hippolyt,’ 
with German actors, has also been 
made, but not yet released. Jacobi. 


MEIN LEOPOLD 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Berlin, Dec. 22. 

Majestic-Orplid production and Messiroe 
Film release. After the popular play by 
A. L’Arronge. Manuscripts written by A, 
Brennert and Dr. Johannes Brandz. Come 
positions Leo Ascher. Production manage- 
ment Georg M. Jacoby. Direction Hans 
Steinhoff. Photography Willy Goldberger. 
Scenery Architect Franz Schroedter. Sound 
Franz Schroder. Recorded on Lignosee 
Breusing Lichtton. Casts: Max Adalbert, 
Gustav Froehlich, Harald Paulsen, Camilla 
Spira, Paul Henckels, Ida Wuest, Lucie 
Englisch, Elfriede Borodin, Hermann 
Thimig, Vicky Werckmeister, Hilde Hilde- 
brand, Alfred Beierle, Rolf Drucker, Eugen 
Burg, Gerhard Dammann, Aenne Goerling, 
Kurt Lilien, Anna Mueller-Linke, Heinz 
Sarnow, Julius V. Szoereght. Running time 
98 minutes. At Atrium, Berlin, 


L’Arronge’s popular play ‘Mein 
Leopold’ was a great success nearly 
60 years ago. L’Arronge was not 
only a skillful playwright but also 
a capable producer and he evolved 
a popular play of sentimentality and 
comedy that moved our grandpar- 
ents to tears. 't does the same thing 
nowadays as a film. Subject looks 
like a success, 

It is an old story that always re- 
mains new: dealing with fathers 
who give everything to their chil- 
dren an. get nothing but ingrati- 
tude. Hans Brennert has adapted 
L’Arronge’s story of the rich old 
shoemaker in Berlin who sacrifices 
everything for his son. Three couples 
get married, young people become 
rich ana even the spoiled son of the 
shoemaker redeems himself thru 
hardships. 

Hans Steinhoff has done a fine 
job as director. He understands how 
to express 1870 in terms of today. 

Gustav Froehlich is excellent. 
Simple and natural, he shows again 
that he is a gifted actor with a fu- 
ture. Harald Paulsen is the son. 
Paul Henckels plays a correct Prus- 
sian judge and Ida Wuest as his 
wife is charming. Hermann Thimig 
contributes a capital comedy role. 
Max Adalbert finally as the shoe- 
maker is happily cast and must en- 
joy escape from slapstick comedies. 
The women are not so capable. 
There are so many pretty young 
women in the German film that one 
cannot understand why they chose 
Camilla Spira who is a good but a 





little too roundish and Elfriede 
Borodin who doesn’t fit her role. 
Sound reproduction on Lignose- 


treusing was not clear in the music 
but excellent in the dialog. For the 
time being Lignose-Freusing cannot 
compete in technical point of view 





with the other systems. Willy Gold- 
photography is clear anda 


lighted Mavi. 
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WALLACE BEERY—CLARK GABLE t 


i Conrad Nagel—Dorothy Jordan—Marjorie Rambeau—Marie Prevost. Directed by GEORGE HILL dict 
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CHI. PROPOSES 
TRICK SEATS 
AT $23 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

For the second time in as many 
years the city council is trying to 
put through a change in the build- 
ing code, requiring that local thea- 
tre equip all seats with a device 
that automatically flips the seat up 
when it is not occupied. 

In the proposed amendment it is 
claimed that the present style of 
seat would cause a panic in event 
of an emergency, as no one bothers 
to raise a seat when leaving. 

Similar amendment to the build- 
ing code was passed by the council 
two years ago but withdrawn be- 
fore becoming effective. All exhib 
groups in the city are now prepar- 
ing to battle the present proposal 
when it comes up before the council 
later this month. 

While it would be possible to in- 
stall this flip-up device on existing 
seats, it is believed that in most in- 
stances it would be necessary to re- 
place present pews with new seats 
equipped with the flip-uppers. This 
would run up into the millions of 
dollars for the more than 500,000 
seats in Chicago. 

Publix-B. & K., in order to ap- 
pease the fire department, installed 
a row of these automatic seats at 
the new Southtown theatre adja- 
cent to exits. Publix paid $23 per 
seat. This compares to $8 or 80 
for ordinary chairs. It would be 
possible, no doubt, to get cheaper 
seats for the smaller indie theatres. 








PAR’S MAINTENANCE 


Dept. Covering 2 Sections of Coun- 
try—Heads Remain as Before 








A new Paramount-Publix mainte- 
mance and construction department 
setup splits the country into two 
sections, with J. H. Elder in charge 
of one and B. B. Buchanan over the 
other. Elder has been at the home 
office in charge of the maintenance 
end, while Buchanan has had juris- 
diction over construction matters 
under Morris Greenberg, chief of 
maintenance, construction and re- 
‘earch for Eugene Zukor. Dr. N. 
M. La Porte continues to head the 
research enc a. the h. o. 

Elder’s district will take in Dal- 
Ttas, New Orleans, Denver, Atlanta 
and surrounding territory, while 
Buchanan’s will comprise Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Scranton, Boston and 
New York. Former will move head- 
quarters to Atlanta, while Buchanan 
will direct his division from New 
York. 


. Each, as in ihe past, will be sub- 


iect to Greenberg. 


“GIRL CRAZY’ B. & K. REPEAT 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 
Deal has been cemented to bring 
Girl Crazy,’ legit musical, back to 
town for Publix-B. & K. Condensed 
version, with the original 61-person 
east, returns Friday (8) to open at 
the southside Tivoli, It is to be fol- 





‘lowed by consecutive weeks at the 


ether two B. & K. neighborhood de- 
luxers, Paradise and Uptown. Con- 
tract carries an option clause for 
more time without specifying just 
how much. 

Show played the B. & K. down- 
town Oriental two weeks ago at a 
$7,500 flat salary. Price for the 
Present trio of sessions is boosted 
to $8,000. Additional is to cover the 
transportation cost in bringing the 
eompany back from Cincinnati and 
also to take care of the new scenery. 
This scenery is lighter than the reg- 
ular legit sets and most of it can be 
hung on battens, 


Howard McCoy’s Ap Op 


New Orleans, Jan. 4. 
Howard McCoy, division manager 
of Publix, stricken here with ap- 
Pendicitis at his home, removed to 
Baptist Hospital, where operation 
Was Successfully performed. 
McCoy is recovering. 








TITLE PETITION DENIED 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Superior Court has turned down 
Olsen and Johnson's petition for an 
injunction restraining the exhibition 
of Paramount's ‘Monkey Business.’ 
Vaude team wanted the film 


stopped, charging it was a title in- 
trineemant 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Return of Martin Beck to present-day active show business operation 
of the more modern fashion should have its humorous moments in the 
relations of Beck with the RKO office staffs in New York. It’s another 
day altogether from when Beck started, built up and operated the for- 
mer Orpheum Circuit of big time twice daily vaudeville houses from 
Chicago westward. 

In the Beck day after pictures became pronounced the Orpheum Cir- 
cuit paid probably $200 top a week for all of the film in any of its houses. 
Were the pictures to cost $300 for a week the cry would be robber! 
With two-a-day vaudeville there could be no lengthy features along with 
the customary seven or eight-act vaude bill. 





But today when Beck learns that the same Orpheum theatres are pay- 
ing 15 or 17% or more of the total weekly gross in a vaudfilm house for 
the feature talker only, it’s doubtful if Beck will be able to quickly 
fathom it. 

While the Orpheum Circuit is now a subsidiary of RKO, it is held as 
an intact wheel of houses by itself on the RKO books. That is probably 
through the Orpheum Circuit at one time, directly or indirectly, having 
issued $10,000,000 worth of 8% Orpheum preferred stock. That stock is 
& first lien upon all realty owned by the former Orpheum Circuit. In its 
last fiscal year the Orpheum Circuit as a unit lost over $500,000 in its 
own operation under the RKO direction, and RKO caused the Orpheum 
preferred to default on its dividend. 

With no surety of Orpheum resuming its preferred stock dividend the 
holders of that Orpheum preferred, mostly show people like Beck who 
has over $1,500,000 in Orpheum preferred, commenced to worry over 
their loss of income. Several of the ‘Orpheum preferred holders are 
dependent to an extent at least upon the Orpheum annual income. For 





Orpheum preferred to default was a severe shock, other than the loss of 
income, for the market value of the Orpheum preferred issue dwindled 
to under one-sixth of its par at the same time. 

In building the Orpheum Circuit, Beck and his associates selected 
locations in the key cities of the south, west and northwest, beyond a 
marginal line starting with Chicago and New Orleans, westward. They 
were debarred from east of Chicago through an agreement with Keith’s, 
although Beck was the instigator and first builder of the present Keith’s 
Palace, New York. Beck still retains his 25% interest in the Palace. 

In erecting the Orpheum Circuit, piece by piece through many years, 
the conservative German group heading it, led by Morris Meyerfield, 
Jr., its first president, to be later succeeded by Beck, chose sites that 
would be inexpensive. It was an overhead economy, to keep down the 


rent In keeping down the rent mainly of new theatres, the Orpheum 
located mostly on side streets in key cities, adjacent to the main or 
downtown street or section. Again economizing in space as well and for 
the same purpose, the theatres were limited to a seating capacity of 


1,500, considered sufficient for a big time vaude house and the intimacy 
that style of entertainment calls for from its stage performers. Later 


larger vaudfilm houses were built in those same Orpheum towns by 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum. 
Which leaves the Orpheum Circuit proper, as at first constituted, 


nearly entirely a series of side street limited capacity theatres. With 
some the downtown or main street may have moved away after all of 
these years, while otherwise and with other modern theatres of larger 
capacity on the main transient thoroughfares, the Orpheums with their 
change to straight pictures or vaudfilm, have their troubles in drawing 
people to them, as against the more modern picture palace on the live- 
liest thoroughfare in town. 

It’s reported on the inner side that of the $10,000,000 Orpheum pre- 
ferred issued, but $6,000,000 remains outstanding. Remainder is reported 


in the RKO treasury, never issued perhaps or bought in by RKO~at 
bargain market prices, to further reduce the actual amount outstanding 
in the hands of investing holders to below six millions. 

The sudden change in the Orpheum Circuit situation is as rabid as 
Beck must have found upon his return to the show business through the 


(Continued on page 49) 
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ARIETY 


oe Denver Given Big Time Opening 
By Goldberg for New Paramount 


Denver, Sept. 2. east as soon as the house opened. 

Leu Goldberg of New York and George S. Baker is manager ané 
Denver, publicity expert for Publix,| E. A. Patchor, assistant. 
put over the Paramount opening 
here right. 

He persuaded Governor Adams to 
issue a proclamation that “Progress 
is Paramount” in Colorado, Most 
of campaign hinged on that. It made 
front pages all over the state. 

Rallroads were persuaded to give 
excursion rates, the lowest since the 
war, lesa than ic. a mile. Every road 
entering Denver used placards furn- | 


ished by Goldberg calling attention fi Of 
to the Paramount opening. Stations 
from the Mississippi to Salt Lake | 
youd 
we 


CRAB rr 



























local union station looked like a 
Paramount lobby. | 
George 8S. Baker, manager, broke | 
a record, having the house ready , 
for the opening 48 hours ahead of : 
time, j 
The natives were treated to-a real ; 
Hollywood opening. Governors, : 
mayors, social and financial leaders : 
attended and were announced over : 
the radio, which was picked up: 
over a loudspeaker in the street and ! 

















Nearly every station in this section | 
of the west were used for dally ' 
broadcasts in advance of the open- 


ing: 
36-Mile Throw : 

4 searchlight, throwing 35 miles, ; 
let the campers and cowboys know 
of the opening. : 
Airplanes fired salutes from over- { 
head as the searchlights swept the . 
sky. 
So great was the mob that the 
police roped off the street. 
Several press stunts and exploita- 
tions were worked to make this 
event a success, Through a tie-up 
with a Jewelry store a $100 diamond 
ting was given for the best review 
of the inauguraY week program. 
Cash prizes were awarded for tho 


iargest sts of wordg using the let- 
ters in the word “Paramount.” Tha 
winner found over 1,200. 
Ten thousand envelopes were dis- Ss bc. 


tributed, each containing a folder’ 
advertising the opening and hav- 
ing @ new penny glued to the front 
with the wording: “A Penny for 
Your Time.” { 
The house, costing $1,000,000, 
pats over 2,000. Prices are 25, 35 
0 cents. Twin organs presided 
Katherine Kaderly and 
an. 

caught the rattler for th 























Lou Goldberg. associated with Paramount-Publix for six years, at Balaban and Katz- 


Denver-New Haven-Brooklyn-Buffalo-Canada; Supervisor of Advertising for DeLuxe 


Theatres and in the Publix Stage Show Department, severed this connection in Nov., 


1931. You can reach him at 20 Donnellan Road, Scarsdale, N. Y. 
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Co ative Grosses for December a Mats 
5 Vi Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
BRANFORD] Local Boy Over the Hill} Her Majesty | X Marks Spot 
ten. ae $13,000 $10,000 $5,500 Fanny Foley 

Total of erbesee during Decediber for towns and houses listed as pre- | -°“""* (8 days) (6 days) (New Low) $6,100 

yiously reported weekly. mak neice Guardsman Unholy Pa a na ens 
* ’ 19,00 arden Blonde 15,000 
NEW YORK Low... 11,500| (Bill Haines $14,000 $14,000 : 
on stage) 
— Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 ‘Dec. 26 Vaude 

~ CAPITOL Possessed Possessed Flying High Private Lives RKO Our Children| Dangerous Friends and Heaven on 
High. $109,286 $85,000 $60,000 $48,700 $79,900 PROCTOR’S $21,000 ffair Lovers Earth 
Low. 30,000| Siaze Show (2a week) High. .$29,000. Vaude $21,000 $14,000 $15,000 

——pAR- Man’s Folly | His Woman The Cheat He Low... 7,000 Harry 

AMOUNT $385,500 $51,500 $655,900 $35,700 Langdon 
High. .$95,000; Kate Smith (6 days) Gloom 
Low... 35,700) on stage (New Low) a 

(8 days) on s age a 
Stage Show CAPITOL Compromised Speckled _ Madelon The Deceiver 
ROXY Surrender Cuban Good Sport Makers of Sidewalks Band Claudet Good Sport 
High.$173,658| $61,000 $58,400 $49,300 Men $6,650 Palmy Days $3,500 $3.900 
Low.. 32,000) Stage Show $48,300 —_$4.500 ___{|_ _(6 days) _ 

“MAYFAIR | Suicide Fleet | Frankenstein | Frankenstein | Frankenstein 
High. -$53,800 $19,000 $53,800 $42,800 $27,245 DENVER 
Low... 10,500 (New High) (2d week) (3d week) 

STRAND Local Boy Blonde Crazy} Blonde Crazy; Safe in Hell Dec. 5 Dec. 12 _ Dec. 19 . Dec. 26 
High. $75,800) $24,700 $35,000 $24,700 $32,400 DENVER /|His Woman Madelon The Cheat} Husband’s — 
Low... 10,700 (2d_week) High. .$27,700 $15,000 Claudet $11,800 Holiday 
— Low... 7,000|Stage Show $14,800 $15,400 

LOS ANGELES 5 roel ciree -— ,Home er Ben-Hur 
,200 40 $6,900 
Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 ton. P7800 ($ Days) (6 Days) 
°o 

LOEW'S Flying High Surrender U.S.C.-Notre West of , — = | SS 

STATE $16,000 $18,000 Game Broadway uigk nioeee ae i yeuere — 

High. #731800 (6 days) (8 days) $31,000 $19,000 Low... 5,500 $11,000 a $8,500 $7,000 
Low... 13 Stage Show , (3 Days) * ’ 

PAR- His Woman The Cheat Husband's Sooky amor im — : 
amount | ‘'azosie.” | “sisae™ | Hetidey’ | geoe0 | AGABBINE| Over. the |" Suisige | “Surrender | Uke. Your 
High. 967 Stage Show Bar nnck (9 days) |Low... 1,650} $4,500 $8,000 é $4,500 
ao - (8 Days) 

UNITED Around the Tonight or Tonight or Corsair = £35 > 

ATISTS World Never Never $10,000 
High. .$38,700| $7,200 $17,000 $7,500 WASHINGTON 
Low... 3,000) (2d week) (24 week) 

WARNER'S | Safe in Hell | Local Boy | Her Majesty | Under 18 Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 

DOWNT’N $12,000 $16,000 $12,500 $10,000 EARLE Cheat Platinum Her 
High. .$38,300 (Vaude) High. .$25,000 $17,400 Blonde Majesty 
Low... 7,000 Low... 6,000; (Vaude) $23,000 — $18,500 
WARNER'S | Safe in Hell Local Boy Her Majesty Under 18 vee nite 

HOLLYW’D $12,000 $15,000 $12,500 $10,000 a Htage) : 

High. $37 300| Stage Show PALACE Touchdown Rich Man’s Corsair 
Low. 7/000 “g High. .$29,300 $17,600 Folly $18,000 
Stee Low... 8,500/Stage Show | $15,500 
COLUMBIA Champ ~~ Champ Big Parade 
CHICAGO High. .§19,000] $12,000 $3,000 $7,000 
9 > 
cial Dec._5 Dec. 12 Deo. 19 Deo. 26 ar Ox ; Surrender Marke = Good Sport 
~ CHICAGO | Ambass. Bill | His Woman Husband's | Private Lives| High. .$41,500| $20,300 $16,900 $18,100 
High. .$71,300 $37,700 $37,100 Holiday $45,000 - — : 
L 32,000! St Show $24 000 (8 days) KEITH'S Suicide Our Secret 
te ee — (S dave) ¥ High. .$18,400 Fleet Children Service 
7 Low... 4,600 $6,000 $8,000 $9,500 
McVICKER’S| The Champ | The Champ | The Champ Guilty (9 Days) 
High. .$53,000 $37,700 $24,200 a. a 
Low... 10,100 (2d week) d wee : 
ORIENTAL Possessed bat About wee B. Bas of MONTREAL 
a I O00 $43,900 own 34,2 roadway 
Band on stage $38,800 PALACE Madelon The Champ Over the Yellow 
Stage Show 5 High. .$32,000 Claudet $11,000 Hill Ticket 
ROOSEVELT] Cuban Song Possessed The Cheat The Cheat |Low... 7,000) $14,500 $9,500 $10,000 
High. .$36,500 $9,800 $17,900 Beau Hunks $7,900 . E (6 Days) 
ow... 7; (24 week) $14,600 (New Low) CAPITOL Devotion Man’s Folly | Ambass. Bill! Guardsman 
(8 days) (2d week) High. .$30,000; Big Gamble | These People| Sob Sister Tip-Off 
STATE- [Suicide Fleet| Frankenstein | Frankenstein | Frankenstein Low... 5,500) $10,500 $10,000 9,000 $8,500 
LAKE . $24,500 $43,700 ‘i $16,600 LOEW'S Sidewalks Waterloo Last Flight Dangerous 
High.. (11 days) (6 days) (2d week) (3d week) i. yoda tae wnete $11,000 ed 
Low... ow... aude i " 

UNITE Guardsman Guardsman Around the PRINCESS East of Consolation | Star Witness Around 

ARTIste corey “$18,200 $12,300 World | High. .$25,000/ Borneo $6,500 5,5 the World 
High. $49,100 (24 week) (24 week) $12,700 Low... 4,500 $6,000 $5,000 
Low... 10.200) (8 days) (24 Week) (6 Days) 

IMPERIAL Graft Murder at Women Reckless 
HAVEN High.. $6,000; Sundown Midnight Forever Living 
NEW Low... 2,000 ontes Oe go Texas Ranger ne + oa 
2,800 
aiite Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 ’ , ' (New Low) 
Abous His Woman The Cheat w.., .... on 
OUNT $14,500 $14,000 adonna a 
High. .§21,000 Stage Show $12,100 $11,700 PORTLAND, ORE. 
Low 9 
4 : : . Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
te L Ss der 

“FOX- POLI | The Champ | Over the Hill} Priva a ives — SAR: Rich, Blane lle Waimea The Cheat Haskende 
High. .$26,000 $13,000 $12,100 $14,500 $10, , 
Low... 7,500 Stage Show AMOUNT Folly $9,500 $6,500 Holiday 

“SHERMAN. Blonde Crazy| Local Boy Consolation | Age for Love High. aaa s ea1aee $7,500 
High. .$16,000 $6,500 $5,500 Runaround $1,500 OW 2. tage S on, 
Low... 1,500} (8 days) $4,500 (3 days) BROADWAY /|Over the Hili| The Champ | The Champ Surrender 
. (Record) (New Low) — er $5,500 $10,000 Pe yn A $6,000 
i Fatal Hour | Nice Women OW... 9 24 wee 
High.» $12,600 ar a y ony Pa Leftover Deceiver RKO Suicide Fleet} Frankenstein | Way Back Homicide 
yt: i Ladies 3,700 ORPHEUM , $13,000 Home Squad 
Low. 1,600; Mad Genius $4,300 $3, , 
2 een $4,000 $2.800 ph. ee $11,100 $6,600 
= : — ow... 
RLEANS MUSIC BOX Penrod Platinum Men in Her | Safe in Hell 
NEW O High. .$20,000] $4,000 Blonde gbife $3,000 
peas Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Bes. 26 OW... , Py 

LOEW’ Lad Ambass. Bill | Palmy Days uban 
__ STATE. On si7 000" a $12,000 $14,000 $11,000 __ MINNEAPOLIS 

SAENGER | The Champ His Woman The Cheat | Over the Hill 
. $14,000 $14,000 $11,000 $12,000 Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
ORPHEUM | Frankenstein Secret Back Home Homicide MINNE- Possessed The Champ | His Woman Over the 

$10,000 Service $9,000 Squad SOTA $28,100 $25,000 $18,500 Hill 
— $11,000 $8.500__| High. ane Stage Show $16,700 

STRAND | Guardsman | W. of B’way| Madonna | Working Girls how. -_16,000 
: $5,000 $2,500 $2,300 $1,900 KO Frankenstein ane Boy “—- Home Secret 

T Surrender Good Sport ORPHEUM $20,000 10,00 12,000 Service 

wenn oe Se $1,600 $1,700 High. .$25,000| Vaude $12,000 
$1,200 $2,700 i. : 5 (Weaver 
oe OW. ’ 
Bros.) 
BALTIMORE STATE Madelon The Cheat | Flying High | Husband's 
ian Dec. 5 Dec. 12) __ Dec. 19 Dec. 26 | (tion. #7000| $11,000 ower wae S.s00” 
Qe ° — - ow... ’ ’ 2,0 

CENTURY | His Woman | Local Boy | West of | Safe in Hell) “(Vere Heartbreak | Girls About Yellow Marks Spot 
High ..$29,600 $25,200 $20,100 Broadway $17,000 High.. $7,000 $2,500 Town Ticket $4,100 ia 
Low... 9,000 (Alice White $18,500 Low... 1,200 ___ $4.000 $4,500 

on Stage) =O —_ 4 
Stage Show a — 
ee, _ quan - 
AK a Champ Big Parade fing Sir eee BIRMINGHAM 

i 3,500 22, 10,400 ives ie —— 

Low). 0°00 — (nese Low) $20,000 a a RA Dec. ® : ass = Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
“VALENCIA | Guardsman | Possessed |The Champ | Ben-Hur | ALHAMBRA) Rich Man's a Once a Lady 
High. .$11,000| $2,800 $4,200 $3,900 $2,800 | py A ry y $12,100 

»& } 9 00 3 f) 
Low.. 1,800! any Fa ee Vaude 
7 a a House —$—$$—$— | —_______ . . oe. ee 
HKertys he it es a Divided | RITZ Frankenstein Way Back Men in Life Heaven on 
Low:. 4,000: (2d Week) $8,000 $7,000 eer Generation Sacth 

——— + a A — -—— . ~ b, O06 5 5,00¢ 
PARKWAY | Guardar Guardsman Possessed Tater Ben-Hur | oe (Split’ week) _— 

ig $4, 000 $4,90¢ 0% ,40U go,4 —————SS a — - a = 
Low... 2,500 — ——— j (Continued on page 29) 


WHITBECK EAST F OR 
RKO GEN. PUBLICITY 


Frank Whitbeck is due in New 
York between Jan. 10 and 15th, to 
assume general supervision of the 
RKO publicity depts. These will 
be the Radio Pictures end with Hy 
Daab in charge, and the RKO the- 
atres advertising staff that now has 
Jack Hess at its head. 

The Whitbeck thing has been 
hanging in the air for some time, 
Harold B. Franklin is said to have 
promoted Whitbeck to Hiram Brown 





of RKO. Brown wired Whitbeck 
last week to come on. Whitbeck 
has been in charge of publicity at 


the Universal studio on the coast. 
When Franklin was overseer of the 
Fox West Coast circuit, Whitbeck 
was his p. a. This will be Whit- 
beck’s first publicity job east. 

In New York Whitbeck will at- 
tempt to coordinate the two RKO 
depts. No change is to be made 
with either Daab or Hess it was 
stated in the RKO offices, but each 
will be subject to Whitbeck’s au- 
thority as will the output of the 
respective depts. 

Daab and Hess rate high in their 
lines. Daab haz been with Radio 
Pictures since its formation. He 
previously was with FBO which 
sold into RKO. Hess was brought 
from Chicago to the New York RKO 
headquarters by its theatre dept. 





U GOES AFTER SMARTIE 


Mike Mindlin Heard About Mary 
Shelley and ‘Frankenstein’ 








Seventeen years ago an English 
company produced Mary Shelley’s 
‘Life Without a Soul,’ which story 
is the basis for Universal’s current 
release, ‘Frankenstein.’ 

Several weeks ago, and right after 
the new ‘Frank’ began to roll up at- 
tendance, Mike Mindlin, erstwhile 
cozy theatre promoter and film free 
lancer, got wise that Miss Shelley’s 
version had also been made a long 
time ago. 

Mindlin dug up the old produc- 
tion. Under the corporate title of 
Mindhyam Theatrical Co., Inc., he 
had it ballyhooed in throwaways to 
states righters and indie exhibs as 
the original version. The name 
‘Frankenstein’ was played up in 40- 
point type, while the title under 
which it was made, although in 
quotes, was reduced to 12-point 
caps, The announcement also said 
that versions of the original could 
be obtained ‘in all languages.’ 

Universal is now awaiting a de- 
cision in the New York Supreme 
Court on its application for an in- 
junction of restraint. The claim is 
unfair competition. 


BRONX STUDIO IN LINE 


Largest Eastern Plant With Clos- 
ing of Par’s L. I. Plant 











Considerable independent, indus- 
trial and visual educational film 
production is in line for the east 
this year, with much of it to be 
concentrated at the Audio Cinema 
studio in the Bronx. On closing of 
the Paramount film factory at As- 
toria, L. I., in February, this old 
Edison plant, entirely rebuilt and 
re-equipped, will be the 
studio in or near New York, with 
complete facilities for features and 
shorts. 

Currently set to house all indus- 
trial production of B. K. Blake, who 
formerly headed the Warner Bros. 
commercial film activities as well as 
the industriai and educational work 
of Western Electric and A. T. & T., 
numerous indies will also use the 
plant. Negotiations are now under 
way to bring in a number early in 
1932 for making of both features 
and shorts. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 10) 





(Par) week fell down nights, but 
ended to good $48,000, 

Fox (4,000; 5-35-50-65)—‘Deli- 
cious’ (Fox) and stage show. Will 
probably be held second week, as 
looks like close to $40,000, is ex- 


cellent. Last week ‘Maker of Men’ 
(Col) a mild $29,500, but better than 
house has been doing. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—'Dis- 
honorable’ (U) and vaude. Should 
get a nice $30,000. Last week with 


‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) $30,100. 
Loew’s Met (3,000; 25-35-50-65)— 

‘Private Lives’ (M-G) and vaude. 

Started well and should get a nice 





$26,000. Last week ‘Possessed’ (M- 
G) big at $34,600. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50)—‘Safe in 
| Hell’ (FN). Vill do a good $20,000, 
| Last week oke with ‘Blond Crazy,® 
| $22,600. 
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Ay change now to find out the 
i } theatre and time of showing! 
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Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
DAVIS Beloved Dreyfus Case| Age for Love! Frankenstein 
High. .$10,000} Bachelor $4,00 $3,750 $7,200 
; e7 Low... 2,000 $3,600 
(Continued from page 27) FULTON |Yellow Ticket Cuban About Town Tip-Off 
High. .$12,000 $11,000 $8,000 $7,500 $6,000 
DETROIT Low... 1,900 > obad 
es HARRIS Mad Parade Chinatown Reckless Expensive 
Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. ud Dec. 26 High. .$11,000) Range Feud | After Dark Living Women 
MICHIGAN | The Cheat [Private Lives} WHusband’s | The Deceiver;tow... 1,200 $3,100 Smart Anybody’s | Mounted Fury 
High. . $53,100 $30,000 $40,000 Holiday $16,700 Woman Blonde $3,000 
Low... 16.700) Stage Show (8 Days) $24,500 (New Low) . $3,000 $3,150 eet MAL 
= — — — _{§ Days) _ Sy age RG PENN The Champ Possessed | | His Woman Husband’s 
7 Fon Over the Surrender Woman Marks_ Spot High. $41,000 $20,600 $21,000 $15,000 Holiday 
High. .$50,000 Hill $20,900 Between $19,700 Low... 11,000 $11,000 
Low... 18,000 $28,400 $18,700 . - Tee Ps (New Low) 
Mee. 4. 1.4 ese . ——_— | STANLEY | Touchdown | Over the Hill| Frankenstein Sooky 
FISHER West of Blonde Gompromised | Men in Her High. . $48,000 $20,000 $19,000 | $31,000 $17,500 
High. .$29,000| Broadway oy. $11,800 ae Low... 11,000! Stage Show 
... 9,400 $17,200 14,200 —= 
1 __| Stage" Show ___ | (New__Low) SAN FRANCISCO 
~~ PARA- The Champ | The Champ | Flying High Guilty , oe 
MOUNT $11,200 $12,000 $17,100 Generation Dec. 5 Dec. 12 | Dec. 19 | Dec. 26 
High. .$40,100; (2d Week) (34 Week) (10 Days) $6,500 _ FOX His Woman | Private Lives Surrender Husband’s 
Low... 5,500 ey High. .$70,000 $28,000 $44,000 $33,000 Holiday 
“UNITED Corsair Around the Guardsman | Guardsman | Low... 18,000} Staze Show hits $30,000 
ARTISTS $14,000 World $15,300 Pa senna WARFIELD Honor of Ruling Voice| W. of B’way Expensive 
High. .$39,000 $9,100 (2. Week) High. .$48,000 Family $19,000 $21,000 Women 
Low... _ 6,500! = -——— |} Low... 8,200 $16,000 $24,000 
Stage Show (Paul Ash's 
CINCINNATI return on 
i 4 ms ___ Stage) 
Dec. 5 Dec. 12 | Dec. 19 | Dec. 26 PAR- Over the Hill| The Cheat Sooky Her 
“ALBEE Guilty ~ | Sob Sister Mad Genius Road to Reno High $36,000 iS tavel $15,000 $13,500 ryt y 
High. .$35,500 Hands $20,500 $17,000 $22,500 +e a ays 2,00€ 
tow 17,000 $19,000 (James Hall) | (Heidt’ Band | SS .5: Seer] Se | celilaannminibasas pees as 
chabert Vaude (New Low) on Stage) GOLDEN Bad Dangerous Friends and Smart 
22h gel a" ; _ GATE Company Affair Lovers Women 
PALACE Possessed | Ambassador Frankenstein High. $19,000 $16,000 $15,000 $13,000 $14,000 
High. .$28,100 $21,000 Bill $8,500 TOWN a Ue — 
12,500 
Low... 8,000 7 | nga week) LOUISVILLE 
~ CAPITOL roe ee oe Madenna Dec. 5 Dec. 12 _ Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
High. 9a eD Record $9,000 i hae The Champ | Cuban Song Corsair W. of B’way 
—— | = — te eee igh. .$28, 14,00¢ 7,9 11,50 800 
LYRIC Champ Champ Ovee he Blonde | twas. too (New Low) es wes 
. 7.00 ,D =a 
oo ay $17,000 (24 Week) | _ $9,000 |___ $7,000 ALAMO Blonde False Good Sport Heaven on 
Low... 9,VW' High. .$11,600 Crazy Madonna $4,300 Earth 
SEATTLE Low... 2,450 $5,200 | $4300 | _ $6,200 
a RIALTO The Cheat Surrender Working X Marks Spot 
___|__Oee. 6 __| __Dec. 12 __ | __ dee. Be tio an Lens wiazess. 920088 er Girls, $10,900 
IF TH AVE. Possessed dame * T sah $9 600 $9,100 BROWN Way Back Consolation |Our Children Dangerous 
High. $26,000) $19,400 — ” eC High. .$14,200/ Home Marriage . $6,300 Affair 
Low... 7,800) Stage Show | ___$11,000 jt ~~ de | Low... 2,250 $4,000 5,200 $6,500 
ORPHEUM |Frankenstein | Way Back crete gm STRAND | His Woman | Over the Hill} Platinum Husband's 
High. .$32,000) = $17,600 oo 70 $6,700 High. .$12,500 $5,300 $9,200 Blonde Holiday 
Low... 6,600) _Vaude__ | __$10,000_ | _ $8,000 _ | ___ 2 — | Low... 87 | $11.200 $7.200 
MUSIC BOX| Local Boy | Round the | Round the Dreyfus | =O Se —— 
i 5,500 Wor or 
High. FE tO $5 $2,150 $2,000 $2,500 BUFFALO 
(ew Law) Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
—$—______—. | —__—_———. oe era. — Pe gt ee ee BUFFALO Possessed His Woman The Cheat Ambass. Bill 
LIBERTY | Night Life | Too Young oe fo roy High. .$42,000| — $30,000 $29,000 $17,300 $15,000 
‘i oe $6,000 al $5,100 $4,800 Low... 13,800; Stage Show | (Marx Bros. 
ow... 4, 9, rere F stage) 
(New Low) on g F i a 
HIPPO- Girls About Sidewalks Bionde Good Sport 
CITY DROME Town $15,900 Crazy $11,300 
KANSAS High. .$22,000 $14,000 (Irene Rich $12,500 
Low... 6,100) Stage Show on stage 
Deo. § __- ) _ Deo. 12 a 7 = CENTURY | Unholy Cuban Cisco Kid | Around the 
MAIN- Frankenstein Way Back Danger ous Yellow High. .$21,000} Garden $7,000 $9,400 World 
STREET $20,600 Home try ‘cian Lew... 4700 $8,700 $7,000 
High. .$32,0W0 Vaude $19,200 o14.8 "4 GREAT |The Champ Back Home Guardsman Flying High 
Low... 8,000 . LAKES $20,000 $9,100 $12,400 $4,800 
LOEW'S | The Champ Cuban Corsair W. of B’way High. .$40,000 (8 days) (6 days) 
MIDLAND $25,000 $14,800 $13,800 $14,200 Low... 6,600 
High. .$35,000 ; LAFAYETTE| Shanghaied | Dreyfus Case| Leftover | Grief Street 
Low... 7,800 . —— | High. .$16,000 Love $7,500 Ladies $5,000 
NEWMAN /|Over the Hill| The Cheat His Woman Husband’s |i ow... 5,500 $8,500 Mother Son (5 days) 
High. $33,000} $8,000 $8,200 $9,000 Holiday $8,700 
Low... 4,400 sun ' (Split week) 
LIBERTY Borneo Surrender Sob Sister Ruling oice 
$4,000 $5,200 $4,500 3.900 TACOMA, WASH. 
——— ” Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 
: BOSTON BLUE Murder at Around the Left Over 
MOUSE Midnight World Ladies 
Dec. 5 Dec. 12 | Dec. 19 Dec. 26 $1,750 $1,500 $1,400 
rFRO- ~The Cheat His Woman Husband’s a inntais . 
POLITAN wage oe Ae $26,200 $30,000 Holiday RKO Ruling Voice; Honor of Men in Her 
4 ap $24,200 ORPHEUM Local Boy Family Life 
High. .$66,000 Vaude $5,350 Pg: Servies 
Low... 19,500) __ Ni pon. sey 955,200 Secret 
LOEW'S The Champ ory 2 $4,650 
STATE $24,800 16,906 —— Yellow | The Champ|”~ Double 
High. .$40,000 Vaude RIALTO Ticket Porconal Feature 
Low... 10.000 —— in | Around th Over Hill Maid $4,150 
RKO Frankenstein | Frankenstein Frankenstein a ” e $4,300 Piashow (Split’ Week) 
KEITH’S $41,200 $22,000 $13,700 or L | of Paris 
High. .$41,200! (New High) (2d week) (8d week) Age ee ove $4,600 
Low... 10,300 $10. 0 seg: = 
(New Low) 
KEITH'S Generation Nice Women House Deceiver _ 7 
BOSTON $16,600 $13,700 pet $14,300 D; P, 1; 1] f ° 
ttigh. $23,090 Vaude ce Picture Fossibilities 
Low... 13.300) <i, ee) Se ee 
PROVIDENCE ‘The Bride the Sun Shines On’—Favorable 
a | Dec. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 ‘THE BRIDE THE SUN SHINES wi Lape coer 4 New York pees. 
“STATE “The | Possessed W. of B’way Corsair Co., Fulton). Best that can be expected is a mild programmer, possibly 
High $28,000 Gee $22,000 $12,800 $14,200 for a male-female starring duo. Will probably need many story changes. 
Low... 9,500) — 
PAR- His Woman False The Cheat usband’s ; si 
AMOUNT | $5,000 Madonna $10,500 Holiday os See 
High. .$18,000 $7,500 $8,000 ‘ADAMS’ WIEE’ (Drama, William A. Brady, Ritz). 
Low. .. 4,000) - A play of hard-headed, intolerant Kansas farmers, with a lynching and 
RKO —‘|Suicide Fleet |X Marks Spot |Our Children| Heaven on horse-whipping. Ibee. 
ALBEE $8,000 $2,200 $9,000 Earth pie ae 
High. .$20,000 (5 days) (9 days) $4,100 - 
Low... 3,000 ‘Berlin’ —Unfavorable 
“MAJESTIC. Yellow Ticket | Over the Hili| Ambass. Bill | Her Majesty ‘BERLIN’ (Moore & Reed-Geo. M. Cohan). Story of German secret serv- 
tien. -$15,000 Neck and — —— venne ice. Too crude in theatric device to be effective as melodrama. Film 
ow... 6,500 Neck Band rm fans wouldn't find it entertaining as satire of exaggeration. 
iy $3.500 $10.500 —— 
INDIANAPOLIS ‘Society Girl’—Favorable 
‘SOCIETY GIRL’ (William Brandt, Booth). Combination prize fight and 
- __Dec. 5 __ Dec. 12 __Dec. 19 oes. S society yarn with talker ingredients that need some cleaning up. Much 
LYRIC Lasca Divided House Heaven on would depend on the dialog revision. 
$9,000 $8,000 Good Sport egy paacimeane 
Vaude $9.000 —_—... a ‘ ‘ U , 
Sat; — | ———— cessary’—Unfavorable 
PALACE | The Champ Guardsman | Flying High Ben-Hur . Eapersenee nee ¥ he , a -_ 
etch 310.000 $9,500 $9,000 ft . $6,000 ‘Experience Unnecessary’ (Comedy; Shuberts; Longacre). nfavot 
INDIANA | Consolation About Town | The Cheat Husband's able in the sense that if sold, the best that can be expected as the stor) 
$29 000 $20,000 $22,000 yore stands is a mild program picture of a theme ofien used. Of German 
ws fet 


| Stage Show | 

















origin, but film rights prebably held over here. 





[TALIANS HAIL 
PLAYS OF U. 3. 


23. 
For some time now foreign plays, 


Milan, Dec. 


either in the original tongue or in 


translation, have been doing hand- 
business in Milan, 


‘The White Horse Inn,’ mostly in 
German, at the Teatro Lirico, at en- 


some 


hanced prices, has, during the last 
$70,000, 
means big money here. 
Stirling and Reynolds’ English 
Players have given four new plays 
at the Eden theatre in English, and, 
in spite of clashing with a French 
attraction, have done remarkably 
well. The plays were ‘To See Our- 
selves,’ by E. M. Delafield; ‘People 
Like Us,’ by Frank Vosper; ‘Coune- 
sel’s Opinion,’ by Gilbert Wakefield, 
and ‘The Second Man,’ by S. M. 
Behrman (American). Shaw’s 


four weeks, done which 


‘Candida’ was also given. 

While no fortunes are likely to 
be made, nevertheless there is 
money and experience to be gained, 


and it might be worth while for an 
all-American company to try out @ 
similar experiment. 

The Odeon theatre has been en- 
tertaining a French actress, star of 
the Pierat Company, and, owing to 
its success, the proprietor is seri- 
ously thinking of establishing a 
permanent French theatre. 

The previous week, at the same 


theatre, the Italian actress, Irma 
Grammatica, had given ‘Variete,” 
by Kir Loe, and will follow the 


French actress with another French 
play (in Italian), ‘Nozze D’Argento’ 
(‘Silver Wedding’). 

As if the Franco spirit were not 


represented enough, the Manzoni 
theatre has ‘Topaze’ by Pagnol 
(Italian version) and the Olimpia 


theatre ‘Ces Messieurs de la Sante’ 
by P. Armont (in Italian ‘Un Uomo 
Che Ispira Fiducia’). 





Church Issue Enters 
Dutch Censor Dispute 


The Hague, Dec. 24. 

Film censorship is still a muddle 
here. After a bitter fight a com- 
promise was reached between Cath- 
olics in the south and Protestants 
in the north, by which the former 
agreed that when the censors 
passed a film for audiences of all 
ages (censor weigh films for chil- 
dren under 14, under 18 and adults) 
there would be no review for spe- 
cial Catholic audiences. 

Now the Catholic churchmen 
claim that censors are too lenient, 
basing this contention on passing 
for all ages the American film, ‘The 
Smiling Lieutenant.’ The priests 
started a campaign from the pul- 
pit against this film, and one of the 
papal mouthpieces in parliament 
contended new blood was required 
in board, arguing that seeing daily 
so much vice in films up for cen- 
soring made censors too compla- 
cent. 


The latest feature of censoring is ~ 


German Itala Film, ‘Der Storch 
Streikt,” was passed with big cutg 
and change of title. 





BIBLE DRAMAS 


Munich, Dec. 24, 
Beginning of next year Biblical 
plays will be performed at the Ober- 
ammergau theatre where the fam- 
ous festivals were rehearsed. 
First performance to be Feb. 16 
‘Das Weib des Jephta’ (‘Jephta’s 
Wife’) by Ernst Lissauer. In the 
leads Hugo Rutz (1930 Caiphas) 
and Alois Lang (1930 Christ). The 
theatre, seats 450. 





Crypt Waits 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Cryptography story being fash- 
ioned at Radio by Herbert O. Yard- 
ley, crytograph expert, and James 
Seymour, goes on the shelf for three 
weeks due to Yardley leaving for 
the middle west Wednesday to com- 
plete a 15-day lecture tour. 

Team will pick up the yarn on his 
return. 


Ginsberg Moves West 


Henry Ginsberg, v. p of 


and g. m. 


Hal Roach, leaves for the Coast toe 
day with his family after two weeks 
in New York collecting his stuff. 
Ginsberg formerly in New 
York, but will now make his resle 
denee and headaguarters in Hollye 
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All Acts in Europe Appear on the 


PARAMOUNT EUROPEAN CIRCUIT || 


with the 
Plaza Tiller Girls 


Paramount Tiller Girls 














Mangan. Tillerettes 
Carlton Tiller Girls 
Mangan Tiller Girls 
Dances arranged by Mayfair Tiller Girls 


Miss ETHEL HELLIWELL 
eat Astoria Tiller Girls 




















IN PRESENTATIONS 





PRODUCED, STAGED and LIGHTED 


FRANCIS A. MANGAN 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 10) 


astonishing losses in about a dozen 
former blue chip stocks; some of the 
losses being Eastman Kodak, more 
than 5; Allied Chemical, 24%; Amer- 
ican Can, 2%; Telephone, 2%; Case, 
61,4: Consol. Gas, 2; Motors, 1, sell- 
ing below 20; Sears, Roebuck, nearly 
2: Union Pacific, 3, besides a few 
others. 

Turnover was moderate, at about 
1500,000 shares. Weakness began 
with the opening gong and there 
was vicious selling in the first half 
hour when the ticker was behind 
for a large part of the time. Speed 
slackened thereafter for the rest of 
the session, but there was no pause 
in the slow persistent liquidation of 
stock. Several issues showed large 
blocks thrown over, such as one 10,- 
000 and one 8,000 lot of Motors in 
the first hour. 


Bull Arguments Negative 

The new year starts with much 
bull ballyhoo from business leaders, 
but only negative arguments for the 
bull side, especially as affecting the 
amusement stocks. Severe deflation 
in share prices already accomplished 
in this group prove nothing, where- 
as the failure of theatre bond prices 
to rally togéther with the rest of the 
industrial loans during the upturn 
of the last week of the year is not 
a happy omen. 

It is true that a number of sore 
spots have been ‘treated,’ notably 
the refinancing of RKO, the new par 
status put upon Warners’ common; 
Paramount has accomplished the 
deferment of its repurchase obliga- 
tion and Fox has put into effect a 
drastic system of economy both in 
coast studio practice and basic ref- 
forms in theatre operation. 

This much is probably ground 
covered on the way back to pros- 
perity, but nobody can say what 
new problems face the industry, On 
the testimony of the ticker the 
amusement group is less promising 
than the generality of American in- 


dustry. The active film leaders 
made a weak showing during the 


late December upturn, and on the 
minor relapse which happened on 
the first trading day of the new year 
they showed up most uncertainly. 

Notably Loew, one of the few re- 
maining theatre stocks on a regular 
dividend basis, broke through a re- 
sistance point at 26%, closing on 
Saturday at 25%, its low on the 
movement till then, although some- 
what above its extreme low of Dec. 
18 at 24, which was the bottom for all 
time. Loew's is betng watched es- 
pecially as an index to the others of 
its group. It came to the end of the 
year in poor form, after making a 
brave fight for a place in the sun 
during all the trying months of 1931. 

Failure of Loew to keep abreast 
of other industrials in its individual 
rating is having a depressing effect 
upon the other theatre shares, since 
it is regarded now as the pacemaker 
on a basis of its earnings during 
times of depression, and has more 
than any other maker of pictures 
maintained a high quality of film 
output. For the fiscal year ending 
Aug. 30, for instance, it showed about 
$7.50 net a share on its common. 
How it fared in the Oct.-Jan. quar- 
ter has not yet been released, but 
fears are felt that it has not been 
keeping up a similar rate. 

Par’s Best Quarter 70 Cents 

One reason for taking this view is 
that Paramount's estimated profits 
for the autumn quarter, normally 
the best three months of the year, 
has been far from satisfactory. One 
of the market services broadcast the 
estimate last week that the Par. 
net for the fourth quarter probably 
would be 70 cents a share, a figure 
— evokes anything but satisfac- 

ion. 

The company showed $2.32 for the 
nine months to Sept. 30, or an aver- 
age of 77 cents a quarter, including 
the dull summer. The inference, 
then, of an autumn quarter below 
the average of the preceding three 
quarterly periods, is one of progress- 
ively declining profits, the season- 
ally best period having fallen below 
the preceding periods of normally 
lower returns. 

News of Paramount of a more 
cheerful tenor was that the com- 
pany had made arrangements to pay 
off $2,500,000 in stock repurchase, 
due Jan. 2, 1932, over a period of two 
years, calling for $530,000 down and 
the remainder spread over 18 
months to Sept. 1, 1934. Another 
Stock repurchase payment of $4,000,- 
000 is due March 1, this transaction 
having to do with the company’s 
deal for a 50% interest in Columbia 
Broadcasting Co. An arrangement 
to handle this on a deferred pay- 
ment system is under negotiation, 
but whether it will be concluded sat- 
isfactorily is not known. 

In any event the compromise on 
the Jan, 2 payment is only one of a 
number of similar compromises 
temporizing with pressing problems. 
The deals are all the best that could 
be made under the circumstances, 
and doubtless are wise and con- 
Structive for the long view, but they 
do not encourage buying of the 
Stock even at its present price. 

Much is being made by the con- 
structive element downtown of the 
striking improvement in 

for 


business 


old year and the first week of the 
new, but whether this is any index 
of definite box office improvement 
or merely a manifestation of holiday 
spending by a public which for the 
moment is seeking escape from a 
mood of gloom, remains to be seen. 
Certainly Saturday’s market record 
gave no indication that Wall 


sentiment 


Street 
had to- 
ward the show 
Fox Economies 

Only news about Fox was ‘a re- 
iteration of the economies to be ef- 
fected by the consolidation of West 
Coast studios, estimated at 
000 -a year alone, 


improved 
business, 


much 


$1,000, - 
together with 
tive savings, and 
production schedules. 
in the face of pressing problems 
facing the company in other direc- 
tions seemed rather trivial. At any 
rate the ticker manifested no spe- 
cial enthusiasm from the bulls to- 
ward the stock. 

Warners’ appears to have run 
into a rut. Several days last week 
it was churned around in heavy 
volume, but practically without 
price change either way For the 
whole week of five business sessions. 
the turnover amounted to 91,000 
Shares, half as much again as the 
active RCA, and the -heaviest vol- 
ume among the amusement group 
On this imposing bulk of trading, 
the extreme range of price was only 
53 of a point, low at 2%, and high 
at 2%. 

During all the bustle of going no- 
where by the stock, the Warner 
bonds made a double bottom at 25 
flat, the first time the loans heve 
actually hit the old low mark dur- 
ing all the tax selling of the year- 
end. It is difficult to find any hope- 
ful significance in this state of af- 
fairs, since it is pretty generally 
conceded that as far as the general 
market is concerned, there can 
scracely be any upturn in stocks 
until bonds have shown more sup- 
port from interest and dividend 
money seeking reinvestment. 

Speaking of tax selling brings up 
the performance of the last day of 
the year, when any sales for that 
purpose had to be made ‘for cash’ 
and came out on the ticker defi- 
nitely identified as to tax sale. The 
figure on cash sales for Dec. 31 may 
or may not shed any light on the 
probable effect upon the amusement 


These things, 


shares of tax selling during the 
earlier weeks of December, but 
they are here spread on the rec- 


ord for what they may be worth: 





Hifh. Low. Last 
300 Con. Film pf....... R%y 8%, S34 
100 Eastman Kodak.... 83 i 83 
Kf g @ Peer Pet ae - 2% 2h 
1,500 Gen. Elec.......... 255% Q5te 
None Gen. Theatres...... .. o4 
BOO EMGOW scccccsccccecse BOK 6 2814 
See EMP sencesepeseos FT 6% 6% 
2,000 RCA ccocccscececes 6% 53% 5% 
None RKO .,..... eoeceece oe ee o« 
2,700 Warner Bros....... 2% 216 21, 
Except, perhaps, in the case of 


Warners, there is no evidence in vol- 
ume or price that there was any tax 
sale pressure among the amuse- 
ments. Indeed, the only cash trans- 
action in Loew for th- day was at 
the high for that session. Of course, 
Thursday's tax sales may be of no 
use at all in estimating tax sales; 
holders of these issues may have 
made their transactions’ earlier. 
However, the volume of tax selling 
during December may be of great 
importance, since in a great ma- 
jority of cases tax sales are sales 
‘against the box’ and have somewhat 
the same effect as an outstanding 
short account, since sellers would 


Summary for week ending Saturd 





theatre | 
the last week of the 


other departmental and administra- | 
reforms inthe} 


NEW RKO MONEY READY 


Sum Raised Through Financing 
Plan Is Arranged For 





Payment was reported ready by 
yesterday (4), of the amount raised 
under the financing plan for RKO. 
That was recently placed in work 
through subscriptions for $5 de- 
bentures by stockholders, with the 








| Corp., Ltd. 

Congress Pictures 
County of Los 
$75,000, $50 
sey, John 


Corporation, 
Angeles, Capital stocl 
subscribed. Robert E. Tan 
Robert E, Wharff, Jay 


Tansey, 


Chotiner, G. Van Vleck. 
Sacramento, Jan. 4, 
Moonlight Gardens, Los Angeles 


(Ballrooms). Capital stock 25,000 shares 
none subscribed. D. 8S. Fridner, J. B 
Long, W. T. Hill. 

Tysen Ticket Agency, 
Capital stock 100 shares, 
Bernard D. Lane, Martin Gang, 
Beverdige. 

West Coast United Theatres, County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock 10,000 no 
par value shares; 7,500 to Fox West 
Coast Theatres, 2,500 to United Artists 
Theatres of California. Oscar 8S. Old 
know, Charles A. Buckley, Albert W. 
Leeds, Lou Anger. 

Los Angeles County Drama Associa- 
tion, Ltd., County of Los Angeles. No 
capital stock, Virgil Dahl, Inglewood; 
Clinton C. Clarke, Pasadena; Elizabeth 


Los Angeles 
non subscribed 
Ruth 


Clauss, Hollywood; Chalmer D. Day, 
West Los Angeles; Mrs. Harold Brew- 
ster, Glendale. 


Copy of Joseph M. Schenck Produc- 
tions, Ltd., New York. 

Dissolution of The Whirl Wind Dipper 
Corp., County of Los Angeles. 





Judgments 


Gus Hill; L. Singer; $41. 

Cameo Broadcasting & Recording 
Studios, Inc., Jack Goetz and Moses 
J. Mintz; Bank of America Nat’! 
Ass’n; $4,595. 

Palace Music House, Inc., Colo- 
nial Radio Corp.; $135. 

Sau! Birns; Colonial Radio Corp.: 
$976. 

Morris Kleinerman; De Rosa Film 
Trading Corp., et al.; $5,351. 





normally be in the market for re- 
purchase soonér or later. 

During the week theatre bonds 
made a poor showing. Where high- 
grade industrial liens in many cases 
jumped as much as 7 or 8 points on 
big dealings, the recovery among the 
theatre issues were small and trad- 
ing was listless. Against miinor 
gains in the old Paramount 6's and 
a fractional advance in Loew’s 6’s, 
Warners’ made its double bottom at 
25, General Theatres was back with- 
in a fraction of its bottom at 2, and 
Shubert bonds dropped to a new all- 
time low at 1%. The Keith 6’s were 
dull around 41 for a gain of 1%. 


ay, Jan. 2, 1932: 





STOCK EXCHANGE 
-——1931-———. Net che 
High Low. Sales. issue and rate. High, Low. Last. for wk 
9 1% 486 American Seat...... reer err eee 2 1% 1% — % 
15 3% 1,200 Caomeck, Willis. .ccccdcdss Pr TTTTy 4, 4 a 
18% 7% 900 Consol. Film pfd. (2)... .ccccocce 9. 9% 9 
185% 77 18,940 Eastman Kodak (8)....scsccee+2 83% 77 79 —2 
38% 2% G.GGO From, Cimes A...rccccccceccosese 3\% 2% 2% — % 
54% 22% 139,150 Gen. Elec. (1.00). ccccccccsccccce 25% 23% 23% —1%4 
15% 1, 6.708 Gen. ThROG. Hae, Mecccscsceseeve & 4 + % 
101% 10 300 Keith pref. (7)....+.. eovcccccce 17 12 12 —S8'« 
63% 23% SAeee COW ABA caccsecads escoceseoese 9% 25% 25% —1% 
98 56 300 Do peel. (6%)... ccccccecsceooese 66 65's O54 +1% 
7% 2 8,140 Madison Sq. Garden... .cccccocce 2% 2 2% + % 
27 15 300 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)...cccccesse 19 18% 19 +1 
75 4% a See ecccvece 84 5% 6% +1% 
50% 5% 62,688 Paramount ......ccccocce oscecee 7% 6 6% + % 
2% 1 2,700 Pathe Exchange..... 6 seecegeceee dy % 4a 
8% 1% 2,600 Pathe, Class A. ..cccscocccccccs 2 1% | a 
27% 5% 61,950 Radio Corp......ceee. Trrrrrrry 6 5% 5% 
2% eee aes ~ Gs 6- 4305 0dasebesae 500000 3% 2% 2 — .% 
9% 1s 1,000 Shubert ...... eeece ° eveere MY My — % 
57% 24 150 Universal pfd (8). cece erccceces 39 37% 37% — % 
20% 2% Saseee - CATES BOG. cacccvicwos eoeres 2% 2% 2 + % 
40% Sle 100 Do pref. (3.585) ee e0ee e 10 10 10 
107% 21% 75,882 Westinghouse (214).....e6. s6eees 24 21% 21% —3% 
5% Ky 5,350 Zenith ........ 6 - a cocccccesce 1 % s. 3% 
ur 
23 3% 100 Columbia Picts........ ° coce 315 3% ae - 
8% 1 22,800 De Forest R2dio.......e0 oevcce 1's 1 1% 
2% 14 200 Film Inspect. Macl oeeee % % My 
6% Xe 26.000 Dem WTHEREIOR sows sc cvccscees oove 5, ™ he - 
31% % 7,900 Gen, Thea Eq. pf. (3'2) er %, % % T 
15% 1% 6,300 Technicolor ...... coe 17% 1% 1% ‘| 
13% 1% 2000 Trai Lux. pied esceeeue cece 1% 1% 1% | 
BONDS 
> 9 $324,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40....... Sesceee 3'% <1 3% + %i 
TRY, 36 95,000 Keith G's, '46.....c.cccceee cocce 41 391% 41 +1%s | 
00%, 70 23000 Loew 6's, "41. .ccocccccccesoe ‘ 78 75 76% , % | 
OB . m1 OGG Pathe F's, "Sls cccicicacecsse coco COU +) oo 1 | 
07 40 36,000 Par-Fam-Las} f} BT cccces 477% 444 46 ae | 
804 33 148.000 Par-Pub 5,’ Do csocscvcesece 40", 3 39" — | 
25 1 94000 Shubert G'S.....+.---cccccscces 2 1 1 a —1 | 
= 41 or, on OOO Warner Bros. | 3 péeeéseerce 20% 25 26 
{SSUES IN CTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Saturday 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
we) n Te] . . P eee a | “ - = ‘ 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Rid “ 
Ms A z mr lates A (3.90). coccces eee * ** ** 


| 
} 


; 


| 


| films four times wes 


} tion 


| 


; wee: 


| formance 


time limit for subscriptions ex 
tended from Dec. 21 to Jan. 9. 

Despite the extension, the full 
amount of $11,000,000 as unde 
written by the Radio Corp. o 
America, was made available fo 
RKO late last week, 

In the amount is six million do! 
|lars for settlement of the advar 
‘ oad 
}of the same sum advanced RKO 
recently through the Comms 
Investment Trust. 

Sacramento, Dec. 26. 

; CALIFORNIA 

Walt Disney Enterprises, Los Angele 
Capital stock 1,000 shares, none sub 
scribed. H. E. Higginson, W. D. Hig 
ginson, M V. Anderson, A. M, Peter 
son, Blair Masse 

Color-Art, Ltd., County of Los Ar 
|} geles, name change to Combined Pictures | 


Ltd., | 


— 


Kaplan Overwhelmingly 
Re-elected Pres. of 306 


fights within 
the Moving Picture Machine Operas 


Publix’ 2 in Uniontown 


Uniontown, Pa., Jan. 4. 
The State and Penn theatres here 
were taken over last week by Pub- 
lix on a 20-year lease. The the- 
atres were operated by the Penn 





Owing to factional 


State Amusement Co., owned by|ter’s Union, N. Y., Local 306, die 
Charles H. Gorley, O. M. Boughner|] rected chiefly against Pres. San 





and Frank FE. Merts. Two theatres 
temporarily will be under C. W 


Norman, Publix dist. n 


Kaplan, the election Dec. 30 was sue 


: > t 4 2  wnia 
perviseda 2) <A committee ol union 
ration 


The Publix lease is said to call for | officials selected by the Fede 


1-affiliated trades, 


Littl nar 


inticipated., 


Prov. House Adds Foreign |}. *. Lane 
Film Four Times Weekly | °c"! votre At {Be conctwsion 


dates signed ar ittestation 1 it. im 
their 
‘6 | fairly 
With 


ballots 


Providence, Jan. 4. opinion the election had heen 


The Albee (RKO) 


will run fore conducted. 


a membership of 1,202, 1,160 
were ’ Kaplan 
841 votes and his opponent, 

Beckman, 314, a majority 
used once alof 527 votes, for president The 


| I I 
per- | others elected were Charles F. Eiche 


‘ 
kly in 
with its 


‘egular program. 


periment at the 


cast, of which 
the result of an ex 
a couple of 
films were 


directly af 


res eive ad 


hous¢ months 





ago. Charles 
Foreign 5 
evening 


> 13 
> ‘ rT ‘ ’ i T reco? ne 
saa Pa ol i ) a j | . a ! uns 


Oy VW il 
ige increased » rapidl hat hous« ec.; Mmnge ul il se M. 
decided to 1 , the films Feinberg trea ing PF. Cit a elll, 
ind Tuesdays serg't.-at-arms. Trustees are B, A, 
Friedman, M. Kravits and M. Pall, 
while C. Bayer, M fe totker,. H, 


Mondays 


and now four times 


B&K’S 15TH BIRTHDAY 





Greenberg, M. Sternberg, F. Lache 
: mann, E. T. Stewart, H. Luck, Wm, 
Big Wk. Preparing for Jan. 29 at| Weiss, Wm. Pastner and J. S. Wine 
Chicago Theatre ick were elected to the executive 

aes board. 
Chicago, Jan, 4. The trouble, which culminated 


Deciding that now is the time for 
some oldtime drum-banging, 
entire Publix-B. & K 


last week in court charges resulting 
the | in indictments against Kaplan and 
lorce has re-| 2} others, largely centers arouatd 


ceived notice of the circuit's cele- Kaplan's alleged unauthorized di- 
bration of the 15th anniversary of | version of more than $70,000 of the 
Balaban and Katz. Teaser ads in| Jocal’s funds for the purchase of 
all papers and trailers due to start] sound trucks which were used in 


late this week; everything pointed 


the campaign of Franklin D. Roose- 
to the blow-off session of Jan. 29. 


velt for governor of New York, but 








Central point of that week wi'l be| the malcontents also allege a gen- 
the ace B. & K. spot, the Chicago] eral high handedness in ‘the man- 
theatre. A special stage show is agement of the local’s affairs with- 
being prepared; the show to pre-| out consultation with the member- 
sent the progress of the B. & K.| ship. 
firm since its beginnings. Kaplan explains that the action 

Frank Cambria, with BP. & K.| was brought by a comparatively 
formerly, arrives in town this week] small number of former members 
to produce the presentation. He/ who have bee dropped. 
will devote the next three weeks to pane 
the effort. Will Harris, resident 
producer, will be kept busy with his Although he’s only written one 
regular weekly presentations. Talent | book, Samuel Milton Elam is talk- 
for the show to be booked this | ing about it before ine literary cire- 
week, cles already. Blame Pierre Loving. 





isterine soothes tired 
hroats and prevents | 


507% of Colds 


The chances are you’ve been missing one of the 
most valuable aids to your voice that you could 
find. Even if you know how effectively Listerine 
kills germs—even if you have been using it to 
prevent and relieve sore throat—very likely you 
have not known that Listerine will soothe and 
relax hoarse, tired voices. 

Nothing can clear up and strengthen your 
voice better than a Listerine gargle. After over- 
exertion, heat, cold, dust, and other strains, it 
will help tremendously. 

Many mouth washes are so violent and caustic 
that they harm human tissues. But Listerine is 
more than safe—it is extremely beneficial. 


Tests Show Listerine 
Cuts Colds in Half 


And consider these results of a recent scientific 
study of ordinary people during two-and-a-half 
winter months. It was proved conclusively that 
those people who gargled twice a day with full 
strength Listerine had only half as many colds— 
only one-third as long-lasting—only one-quarter 





as severe—as those who did not gargle. 

Today you can begin protecting your throat 
against colds by regular twice-a-day gargling 
with full strength Listerine. And you can begin 
relieving your voice, every time it is tired or 
hoarse, with an extra Listerine gargle. Lambert 
Pharmacal Company, St. Louis, Mo. 


| 9 4 , & 
KILLS 200,000,000 GERMS 
IN 15 SECONDS 
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AS WE TURN THE CORNER INTO 1932 
The William Morris Agency, after 39 years during which its trade-mark has never 
come down, greets the new year with the most significant and impressive list of \ 


bookings, presentations and artists under its management in all the history of its 
existence—which is virtually the history of modern theatricals. 


Still under the head of the same man who 
founded this institution, with all its prestige 
of integrity, sagacity, energy and honesty— 
with the infusion of young blood to con- 
tribute the enthusiasm and progressiveness 
of the advancing times to the unimpeachable 
traditions of almost four decades—the Will- 
iam Morris Agency carries on. Its banner 
flies around the world and over the temples 
of every branch of the amusement realm— 
vaudeville, presentation, circus, revue, radio, 
cafes, concerts, film production, film and 
stage authorship, mechanical records, manu- 
script rights and even television. 


Its contacts are unlimited. It has been 
happily able to enter into associations which 
would curtail the activities of any other rep- 
resentative of either artists or managers, be- 
cause it represents and always has repre- 
sented both with fearless fairness. “It’s the 
William Morris Agency” has been enough to. 
stifle any conjectures as to the diplomatic 
propriety of its many alliances, for that 
means the motive is beyond suspicion, the 
transactions must be beyond reproach. 


When Hammerstein’s and Koster & Bial’s 
were at swords’ points, William Morris dealt 
with them both—and enabled both to have 
the cream of attractions and enabled the 
performers to play both sides; later, when 
Hammerstein, Williams, Keith and Proctor 
and others were bitter enemies, William 
Morris still did business openly with the 
whole field. Today all doors swing wide in 
welcome to this agency—it deals with the 
whole world—and deals squarely with the 
whole world! 


Work-Serve-Help-Watch-Tell the Truth-Sell the Truth! 


And thus the world’s oldest agency, the unique and extraordinary institution of the 
world’s amusement world, turns the corner into 1932, faces the difficult economic 


~ Hollywood, London and Paris and reliable 





Its name carries conviction with employers 
of talent in all branches because it represents 
and never misrepresents—it strives to bring 
about proper prices and conditions so that 
both or all affected will be justly and sanely 
treated and the business may remain and 
grow Stable, livable, profitable. 


The William Morris Agency more than 
books, presents and sells acts and artists. It 
trains them, teaches them, procures their 


material and stages it; it has its facilities 
for break-ins and try-outs, and when the 
offering is considered ripe and right it offers 
it and sells it where it serves the best pur- 
pose and where it commands the best re- B) 
turns. No other agency in the world is | 
equipped to even attempt such a compre- ; 
hensive service. 


It has staff offices in New York, Chicago, 





representatives schooled in the Morris ethics 
around the globe. It places its. attractions in 
every civilized city on earth. It handles the 
most modest beginners and the most illus- 
trious stars. Its dozens of rising young 
organization men, all trained in the Morris 
code, are specialists in their multitudinous 
departments. They are animated with opti- 
mism, enthusiasm, drive-force and team- 
play. William Morris, still the directing 
dynamo of his beloved institution, beams to 
see that strong young hands and shrewd 
young heads are with him to preserve and 
perpetuate the spirit which from the first 
has been his inspiration: 





conditions and proudly contemplates its position, bigger and sounder than 


ever, and still growing—growing in its clientele, its friendships, its standing, its 
man-power, its opportunities to accomplish—-and its horizon. 
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FOR JANUARY, 1932 


THE WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY is in the unprecedented position to book, represent, 


FRANCES ARMS 

ANDERSON and ALLEN 

ARNAUT BROS. 

MURIEL ABBOT SIRLS 

DAVE APOLLON 

PAUL ASH 

LESTER ALLEN and 
PEGGY HOOVER 

ARMIDA 


(By arrangement with Gus Edwards) 


AUBERT 
AARONSON’S COMMANDERS 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG BAND 


(Arrangement with Johnny Collins) 


ANNE ANDREWS 
ROSS ALEXANDER 
ACHMED ABDULLAH 
JOSEPH ANTHONY 
ROSCOE ATES 


NELLIE ARNAUT and BROS. 


BURNS and ALLEN 
BERNARD and HENRI 
JACK BENNY 
BERNICE and EMILY 
BEN BLUE 

BOB BOB and BOBBY 
BLOCK and SULLY 
BUCK and BUBBLES 


(By arfangement with Nat Nazarro) 


IRENE BORDONI 

RAY BOLGER 

BELLE BAKER 

JOAN BLONDELL 

FRANK and MILT BRITTON 
PEG LEG BATES 
RAYMOND BAIRD 

GEORGE BEATTY 

BEN BERNIE and BAND 


(By arrangement with MCA) 


BARTO and MANN 

BROX SISTERS 

LEILA BENNET 
GEOFFREY BRYANT 
JAMES BURKE 
JOHNNY BURKE 
BREDWINS 

BURNS and KISSIN 
BEEHEE and RUBYETTE 
BEN BARD 

CARDINI 

CLIFFORD and MARION 
JAMES CAGNEY 

CAB CALLOWAY 


(Arrangement Irving Mills) 


CHRISTIE and NELSO 
JERRY COE 

FERRY CORWEY 
CONRAD’S PIGEONS 
WILTON CRAWLEY 
JULIA CURTIS 
CHILTON and THOMAS 
CHANEY and FOX 
EDDIE CANTOR 
VIOLET CARLSON 
CAITES BROS. 
CANDREVA BROS. 
LEO CARILLO 


(Arrangement Leo Morrison) 


LOUIS CALHERN 
DORIS CARSON 
CLEMONS and MARCY 
JAMES M. CAIN 


NO ACT TOO BIG - - - 


Butler Building 


CHICAGO 


present and manage the following lists of acts and artists* 


E, E. CUMMINGS PEGGY HOPKINS JOYCE MASTERS and GRAYCE 


CLARE, LU and EM RIAN JAMES MELVIN BROS. 
LARRY CEBALLOS HELEN KANE MILLER and HENRIETTA 
BERNARD DEPACE CHARLES KING MOWATT and HARDY 


ADRIENNE DORE WALTER C. KELLY LILLIAN MORTON 


BENNY DAVIS KING FEATURES ATTRAC- TOM MIX 
DUCALION TIONS LEE MORSE 
DIGITANOS DENNIS KING PAUL MALL 
DUNCAN SISTERS FREDERICK KERR JEANETTE McDONALD 
ALLAN DINEHART GUY KIBBEE DONALD MEEK 

rrangemen en oyer 
DUFFIN and DRAPER po peg ae 
BIRDIE DEAN GINA MALO 


LIMBERLEGS EDWARDS 
LESTER and GARSOk 


DOOLEY and LEE 
WILLIAM EDMONDS 


ALLAN MOWBRAY 
HENRY MYERS 


EMILY and ROMANIE LUCKY BOYS LOUIS MOSCONI 
DUKE ELLINGTON BAND ALFRED LATELL 
(Arrangement Irving Mills) EARL LAVERE JAMES McHUGH and 


LITTLE JACK LITTLE ron Slat 
MYRON C. FAGAN JANE and KATHERINE LEE MICHEL McLALLEN and 
FARINA and MANGO LASSITER BROS. SARAH 

FALLS READING and BOYCE TED LEWIS and BAND 
ANATOLE FRIEDLAND LEWIS and DODY 


CONSTANCE EVANS 


MITCHEL BROS. 
JACK NORTH 


REVUES FREDDY LIGHTNER WALTER NILLSON 
ART FRANK VINCENT LOPEZ and BAND NICOLA 
FORD and WHITEY GEORGIE LYONS NOVELLE BROS. 
i ay weg td FIELD LANG and HALEY POLA NEGRI 
DA and P BOB LASALLE ’ 
FRANCES FAYE THOMAS LOMAS — ond BLAIS, 
DOROTHY FITZGIBBON HARRY LANGDON SONNY 0’BRIEN 
IRWIN R. FRANKLYN ART LANDRY and ORCHES- on wan TROUPE 
oan ooo TRA REGINALD OWEN 
BERT GORDON LOWE BURNHOFF and HELEN OSHEA 
GRUBER’S ODDITIES WENSLEY 
SOL GOULD LAMBERTI PETERS and WILMOT 
JOE GRIFFIN ED LOWRY BERT PRIVAL 
LES GELLIS LOHSE and STERLING ASHLEY PAIGE 
SAMUEL HOFFENSTEIN EDDIE LAMBERT JACK PEPPER 
WILLIE and EUGENE LIME TRIO PUCK and WHITE 
HOWARD GUY LOMBARDO BAND MOLLY PICON 
ALEX HYDE BAND (Arrangement MCA) PROSPER and MERIT 
RAYMOND HACKET ANDRE LUGRET BOBBY PINKUS 
CLYDE HAGER LOUIE’S HUNGRY FIVE + PASQUALLI BROS. 
HARRISON and ELMO JACK LAIT EDDIE PEABODY 
HORACE HEIDT and CALI- JACK LESTER PICCHIANI TROUPE 
FORNIANS YOLANDE LANGWORTHY Ss. J. PERELMAN 
HERSHEL HENLERE SIR HARRY LAUDER ELEANOR POWELL 
HILL and HOFFMAN RALPH MORGAN LUCILLE PAGE 
HOWARD FINE end HOWARD CONCHITA MONTENEGRO Parr peng 
Tak EENERROCH grime Irwin) IEITAy cere 
(Arrangement Lou n 
HECTOR and PALS MONTROSE and REYNOLDS pr Bagi and PAT, JR. 
NAN HALPERIN MAXELLOS E 
PAUL HOWARD WM. and JOE MANDEL A. ROBBINS 
HARRY HERSHFIELD MICHON BROS. RUNAWAY FOUR 
JOSEPHINE HOUSTON BORRAH MINEVITCH DESZO RETTER 
EDNA WALLACE HOPPER MITCHELL and DURANT ROYE and MAYE 
JOHN HARRINGTON MORGAN and STONE THREE RYANS 
SESSUE HAYAKAWA MORAN and WISER RUSSELL MARCONI and 
MOSS HART MULLENS SISTERS JERRY 
ARTHUR HOERL HARRY MOORE LOUIS RUSSELL and BAND 
CHARLES IRWIN SENATOR MURPHY ALAN RENO and BAND 
FRANK JENKS MARRIETTA RITZ BROS. 
ALLAN JENKINS MONREO and GRANT RENARD and WEST 
GEORGE JESSEL LULU McCONNELL RATH BROS, 
AL JOLSON MAXIMO TOM and RAY ROMAINE 
TEDDY JOYCE MIACAHUA WILL ROGERS 
ELSIE JANIS MARKS and ETHEL HERBERT RAWLINGSON 
SAM JAFFE MULROY McNEECE and GEORGE RAFT 
NUNNALLY JOHNSON RIDGE LYDA ROBERTI 


* NAMES ARRANGED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER 


ANY ATTRACTION ANYWHERE 


(OUR SMALL ACT OF TODAY IS OUR BIG ACT OF TOMORROW) 





Mayfair Building 
NEW YORK CITY 


39 Ave. des Champs Elysees 
PARIS 


cs 


ROY ROGERS 

YVETTE RUGEL 
JOSEPH SCHILDKRAUT 
FRED SANBORN 

SULLY and THOMAS 
SEED and AUSTIN 
SMITH and DALE 
STADLER and ROSE 
STETSON 

THREE SWIFTS 
SINGER’S MIDGETS 
STONE and LEE 
WILLIE SOLAR 

HAL SHERMAN 
THREE SLATE BROS. 
EILEEN STANLEY 
CARL SCHENCK and SON 
JOHN PHILIP SOUSA 


(Arrangement Harry Askin) 


CE SALERNO 
SWOR and GOODE 
SHEAN and CANTOR 
DANNY SMALL 
STANLEY BROS. 
SANTOS and BUTLER 
RUTH ST. DENNIS 
SANABRIA TELEVISION 
SHOW BOAT CRUISES 
HENRY SULLIVAN 
BEE STARR 
STERNER, LOIS and JEAN 
THREE SOCIETY STEPPERS 
THREE JACKS and a QUEEN 
THREE JAYS 
TRACY and HAY 
THURSTON THE MAGICIAN 
RAQUEL TORRES 
SOPHIE TUCKER 
JOE TERMINI 
TIFFANY TWINS 
TUCKER, SMITH and SIBLY 
TALENT and MERIT 
VOX and WALTERS 
GUS VAN 
BOBBY WATSON 
MINOR WATSON 
WELSCH and HILLS 
TED and AJ WALDMAN 
TOMMY and BETTY WONDER 
AL WOHLMAN 
MARION WILKINS 
AUDREY WYKOFF 
ALICE WHITE 
GRANT WITHERS 
EVELYN WILSON 
JOHN WALSH 
FRANCES WHITE 
WHITE and MANNING 
MAE WYNN 
GREAT YACOPIS 
WEBER and FEILDS 
WARREN WILLIAM 


(Arrangement Ben Boyer) 


SOLLY WARD 

THYRA SAMTER WINSLOW 
WARREN and DAKOTAS 
HAROLD WALRIDGE 
YOUNG CHINA 

PAUL YOCAN and CO. 
ZELAYA 


WE BOOK, MANAGE, REPRESENT OR PRESENT 


NO ACT TOO SMALL 


Taft Building 
HOLLYWOOD 
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Inactive Co. Sues for 
‘Anti-Trust’ Damages; 
Sold Out 4 Years Ago 


Indianapolis, Jan, 4. 


A suit asking $450,000 from 10 
picture producing and distributing 
companies has been filed in Federal 
court by the Indianapolis Amuse- 
ment Co., f operator of the 
Ohio theatre. 

The complaint charges the de- 


conspiracy in 
*‘ block 
booking’, not permit the the- 
atre owner to view pictures before 
he buys them or to trade in the 
open market. The complaint charges 
the amusement company was forced 
to sell its theatre in 1927 at a loss 


fendants with re- 


straint of trade, alleging 


does 


of $150,000 because of inability to 
obtain suitable films at reasonable 
prices, 

The complaint also alleges action 
of. the 10 films companies has 
driven many theatre owners from 
business and as. a result the de- 


fendants own more than 3,000 the- 
atres throughout the United States. 
All downtown Indianapolis theatres 
are under control of the companies, 
it is charged. 

E. H. Bingham is president 
the Indianapolis Amusement Co., 
and Harry E. Cohen is secretary. 
The concern is inactive. 

The F. J. Rembusch Enterprises 
and the Capitol Amusement Co., 
both of Indianapolis, filed a similar 
suit in New York Federal Court 
against the same defendants, 
charging violation of the anti-trust 
laws. 


of 


Grimm and U 
* Ben Grimm is now home office ad- 
vertising director for Universal. He 
succeeds Milton Silver. 


SAM SONIN JOB COPPER 


Clubman Keeping Some _ Blonde 
Away From Switchboard 
Sam Sonin, summer exhib and 
clubman, is contributing to the un- 
employment situation in the New 
York industry by operating gratu- 
itously the switchboard at the head- 
quarters of the Theatre Owners’ 

Chamber of Commerce. 
Interviewed by a sobbie at 
Mr. Sonin declined to 
a statement, but released the 
keeps the crying 
President Charlie 


his 
new post, 
make 
patent lock which 


boys away from 


| O’Reilly, when he has candy instead 


of indie politics on his, docket. 

‘I find things today like they were 
yesterday,’ said Mr. Sonin, adding 
rambunctiously, ‘Business is excel- 
lent all over the country where the 
people have money.’ 

Just then a call came in and Mr 
Sonin shouted: ‘No, Mr. O'Reilly 
cant’ be seen today. He’s all tied up.’ 








Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


Jack Frost, L. A. division man- 
ager for Fox-West Coast, has been 
transferred to Seattle to handle 


that’ territory, Robert 
Bender, resigned. 

All Portland theatre interests of 
F-WC will be handled by J. J. Por- 
ter, who formerly owned the United 
Artists theatre there and continued 
to operate it after it went over to 
F-WC., 


New Cleveland Officers 


Cleveland, Jan. 4. 

Following the recent death of 
John J. Harwood, former president 
of the Cleveland Motion Picture 
Exhibitors’ Ass’n., Edward C. Flan- 
igen has been elected head of the 
organizations. 

Other newly elected officials are 
Paul Gusdanevic, vice-pres.; John 
Urbansky, treas. and G. W. Erd- 


replacing 








mann, sec. 


FWC-UA CORP. HOLDS 
EIGHT UA THEATRES 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Fox-West Coast and United Ar- 
tists executives have formed the 
West-Coast United Theatres Co. to 
control eight United Artists the- 
atres in California sold to. FWC 
foliowing settlement of the booking 
war, 

FWC 
W.C.U.T. 





will operate the houses, 

acting as’ the holding 
company. Directors are Oscar Old- 
know, Charles Buckley, Albert 
Leeds, all of FWC, and Lou Anger 
of UA, 


Oakland’s Talent Leader 
Now Going All Film 


San Francisco, Jan. 4. 

Grand Lake, Oakland, long Fox 
West Coast’s leading uptown house 
in the East 3ay district, goes 
straight sound next week. House 
has been sharing stage shows with 
FWC-Paramount and Oakland, giv- 
ing this circuit a three-cornered 
battle with itself for stage recogni- 
tion. 

Other talent show policy in Oak- 
land at RKO has been getting by, 
though forced to adopt eight-act 
bills a few weeks ago. 

Locally produced shows by Peggy 
O’Neil have been the vogue at the 
Grand Lake. Policy similar to that 
used at San Francisco El €apitan, 
which will continue. Fanchon & 
Macor’s Ideas at Fox Oakland for 
several years were switched to the 
new Paramount, Oakland, middle of 
December. At that time Fox Oak- 
land adopted policy of name acts. 
stage band and some production 
overtures. Grand Lake’s return to 
sound gives the two downtown 
houses split of all Fanchon & Marco 
talent week following San Fran- 
cisco. 

All above houses operated by 
Fox-West Coast under supervision 








of Arch Bowles. 




















THEATRES 


BOOKED BY 


LEW GOLDEN AGENC 


Equitable Building, Hollywood, California 


EDDIE RUBIN, Associate 


JAMES DUN 


of “BAD GIRL” and “DANCE TEAM” 


BY PERMISSION FOX FILM CORP. 


NOW PLAYING SIX WEEKS NEW YORK 























‘Thiet Stabs Manager 


Chicago, Jan, 4. 
Because he was slow in opening 


the safe at the Lincoln-Dixie thea- 
tre at Chicago Heights, A. J. Damen, 
house manager for Publix-Great 
States, was stabbed in the back 
with a knife. 

Two bandits forced their way into 
his office and after attacking him, 
decamped with $1,100 worth of the- 
atre’s receipts. Damen is recov- 
ering from the wound and is now 
back at his post. 

tobbery makes 
Publix took the 
months ago. 


CONCESSIONS TO OCHS 
IN NO. 306 SETTLEMENT 


Unusually... juicy. concessions. to 
Lee Ochs, operating in upper Man- 
hattan and the Bronx, were :given 
by the operators’ union in organiz- 
ing that indie chain, it is now re- 
vealed as. part of a maze of inside 
information and charges coming to 
light with the election Wednesday 
(30) at. which Sam Kaplan was re- 
elected president for a four-year 
term. While reported for quite 
some time now, N. Y. operators’ 
local No. 806 has consistently denied 
Ochs got. a deal that gives him the 
edge on other independent exhibs in 
the New York zone. 

Included in a plethora of charges 
by the committee which sought to 
elect Charlie Beckman president but 
failed, is the following apparently 
authentic explanation of the Ochs 
deal sent to all No. 306 members: 

‘Do you remember the midnight 
roll call meeting of March 27, 1931, 
when a 10% assessment was levied 
on every member, to be paid ina 
period of 20 weeks, and the permit 
men were assessed an additional 
10% for the same period? This as- 
sessment was for the purpose of 
unionizing the Lee Ochs theatres, 
and after a strike of about seven 
months an expenditure of about 
$200,000. Why weren’t you informed 
prior to the settlement of the strike 
as to the wage scale and conditions 
that was agreed upon between Sam 
Kaplan and Lee Ochs? All that you 
were told was that the strike was 
settled, but you were not told under 
what wage scale and conditions the 
men are NOW working in the Lee 
Ochs theatres. 

‘Prior to Lee Ochs taking over 
the Manhattan, Mosholu, Kings- 
bridge, Ogden, U. S. and Tuxedo, 
they were operated by the Fox 
Theatre Corp. and employed four 
steady card men at $85 per week 
and one four-day card man at $56.68 
per week, a total of 30 card men be- 
ing employed in the above theatres. 

‘After the strike only nine card 
men went back in the above thea- 
tres and 21 card men were replaced 
by permit men. Nine of those per- 
mit men were non-union operators 
who worked in these theatres dur- 
ing the strike and after the settle- 
ment they were made permit men 
and eight of them were permitted 
by Sam Kaplan to remain working 
in Lee Ochs theatres.’ 

Card men are regular members of 
the union at scales around $85, 
while permit men get only half or 
slightly above, after paying for the 
privilege of becoming a permit man. 

There are 1,200 card men in 306 
and 600 permit men, with latter 
often used for picketing. 

Heavy Defeat 

Kaplan defeated Beckman for the 
presidency by a vote of 841 to 314. 

Election was in progress concur- 
rently with return of an indictment 
in New York City against Kaplan 
and 21 others, charging coercion and 
conspiracy against Kaplan and 17 
others, with balance (five) named 
only on coercion indictment. Most 
are Officials of 306. 

Arbitrary expelling of members 
even after court orders have de- 
manded reinstatement, has partly 
caused the present indictments 
hanging over Kaplan and associates. 


the third 
house over 


since 
some 





District SC 
Out as UA Economy: 
Stick in Exchanges 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 
As‘a further economy move, the 
United Artists exchanges are elim. 


inating district supervisors. In 
most instances, these . supervis: rg 
are taking spots as exchange mane 
agers. 

Locally, Ben Fish, midwest dis. 
trict supe, assumes charge of the 


Chicago UA exchange. Eddie Gross. 


man, former exchange manager 
here, moves to Cincinnati to take 
over that branch. Jack Goldhar, 
district supervisor out of the Cine 
cinnati office, takes over the mane 
agership of the Detroit exchange, 

All switches. effective today (4), 


Topeka’s Open Sunday 


Topeka, Jan. 4 
Topeka. theatres begin Sunday 
operation Jan. 10. 
Decision of Judge Pollock of fed-« 
eral court restraining state officers 


from applying Sunday labor law to 
theatres was extended by him to 
include this county, 





Hughes-Franklin Move 
Will Save $3,000 Weekly 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Moving of the Hughes-Franklin 
headquarters to the Caddo offices in 
United Artists studio ran into a 
snag because of a lease running ane 
other year on one of the stores. The 
change from present headquarters 


in a building on Hollywood blvd 
and Sycamore, which was to take 
place Wednesday (30), will be dee 


layed several weeks. 

Move is being made as a moneye- 
saver. teduction in overhead 
through the change in address and 


other economies is expected to 
amount to $3,000 per week. 

Howard Hughes, who is in New 
York, may permanently keep the 


Northern California and Texas divie 
sions of his circuit, as well ag 
southern California houses. 

The Our theatre in Bellingham, 
Wash., was returned to its former 
operator, Loren Wahl. He assumed 
all obligations and took over H-I’s 
equity at a reduction of 15%. 


Quash Maloy Charges 


Chicago, Jan, 4. 

Closing chapter of the late ope 
erators-indie fracas was written by 
Judge Prystalski, who quashed 
charges against Joseph Maloy, 
brother of Tom Maloy, union chief- 
tain. 

Joseph was accused and indicted 
on charges alleging malfeasance in 
office while he was city examiner 
of picture operators’ licenses. Court 
held that Maloy was not responsible 
for duties that should have been 
observed by his department head. 











REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


FILM 


FOR 
Professional and Amateur 
CINEMATOGRAPHER 
35 West 45th St. 


NEW YORK 











HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 
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It’s Never Too Late to Wish All Our Friends A Happy and Healthful New Year 


eEvNA TOQORRENCE asounry 


NOW!—Third Return Engagement ORIENTAL, Chicago—NOW! 


APPEARING NIGHTLY AT WINTERGARDEN CAFE, CHICAGO 
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RKO DEPT. MEN 
APPROVED AT 
MEETING 


Approval of the operation of the 
RKO theatres by Jos. E. Plunkett 
and his associates and the vaude- 
yille booking of the same circuit by 
Charles J. Freeman and his staff, 
was officially handed out at an in- 
formal meeting in the Hotel Am- 
passador, New York, last week. 
Present at the evening session were 
David Sarnoff, Paul Mazur, H. Bay- 
ard Swope, Hiram Brown, with 
Plunkett and Freeman. The first 
named three, along with Brown, the 
RKO president, are members of the 
RKO board of directors. Mazur is 
with the banking house of Lehman 
Brothers. 

After the conference the theatre 
and booking heads were advised to 
proceed with their work as they 
have been doing. At the same time 
it was said, according to the re- 
port, that there should be no fur- 
ther interference in operations by 
RKO showmen, this particularly re- 
ferring to the booking dept. and in- 
cluding the theatre operation. 

Submitted to the meeting was a 
lengthy proposal compiled by Roxy 
(Rothafel) and James Turner to 
supplant the present booking office 
and Freeman with a production de- 
partment headed by Max Gordon. 
This proposal was rejected. 


F&M GIVES COMPSON 
52-WEEK GUARANTEE 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4, 

Fanchon & Marco has taken Betty 
Compson for a unit temporarily 
titled ‘Mimics.’ Screen actress gets 
the longest contract ever issued by 
F-M, being guaranteed a full 52 
weeks. Customary F-M paper calls 
for 12 weeks with options. 

F, & M. is hot after screen names 
who can do something on a stage 
and is expected to take other film 
players regularly. Miss Compson 
will play the violin and sing. 

Unit opens Jan, 14, Gae Foster is 
staging, 


Colored Act Is Stopped 
From Working in Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 4. 

Buck and Bubbles, colored actors, 
spent a quiet Xmas week in Philly 
by direction of Judge Allessandroni, 
sitting in Part V, court of Common 
Pleas. They will encore their lay 
off vacation this week, also by court 
order. 

On application of the Lincoln 
theatre they were enjoined from 
appearing at the Pearl theatre dur- 
ing the weeks of Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. 

At the trial it appeared that their 
agent, Nat Nazarro, booked the 
comedians for appearances. those 
two weeks at the Lincoln and de- 
livered the contract. Later the Pearl 
theatre management offered more 
attractive terms and Nazarro shift- 
ed the date without consulting the 
Lincoln, with the result both the- 
atres advertised the pair as a Xmas 
week attraction. The Lincoln sought 
to enjoin them from appearing at 
the other house. 

The Judge declared that he was 
averse to granting injunctions un- 
less there existed strong evidence 
of unfair competition, but stated 
that in the present instance Louis 
Berman, pres. of the United Chain 
theatres, which operates the Lin- 
coln, had made out a clear case, and 
the injunction was issued, prevent- 
ing the act from appearing during 
the weeks specified. 

















- DENNIS KING FOR B&K 
; Chicago, Jan, 4. 
Dennis King, musical comedy and 
Picture warbler, has been spotted 
for the Chicago (B. & K.) week of 
n. 23 
Stipend is understood to be $2,000. 





wn Crosby and Vaude 
RKO is dickering with CBS for 
Ping Crosby. The vaudeville cir- 
— wants Crosby for its neighbor- 
ood New York houses following 


his dates at the downtown Para- 
Mount. 


No salary mentioned yet. 


SCARBOROUGH’S VAUDE 
REACHES A.C. COURTS 


Atlantic City, Jan. 4. 

With chorines, dancers and sing- 
ers refusing to continue on empty 
stomachs, Harry Scarborough’s 
dream of a theatrical career in this 
city received a rude jolt when his 
Palace theatre vaudeville venture 
appeared in the courts. 

A number of Scarborough’s em- 
ployes, claiming to have gone un- 
paid for several weeks, seized the 
box office and used the daily re- 
ceipts to pay off. 

This was revealed when Ray 
Rooney, 2413 Pacific avenue, assist- 
ant to Scarborough, appeared be- 
fore Magistrate Nappen, charging 
false pretense. Rooney said $125 
was due him for five weeks and 
that when he tried to collect he was 
threatened by the theatre manager. 

Two other suits appear in the dis- 
trict court records, one by William 
White, of New York, dance pro- 
moter, for a balance of $20 he claims 
is due him, the other by Jean White, 
chorus girl, who also demanded the 
same amount for back wages. 

The employes meanwhile gave 
Scarborough 15% of the daily re- 
ceipts to keep the house open. 3al- 
ance is divided among themselves 
and the cast. 


ACTORS IN KY. FINED $5 
THROUGH SUNDAY SHOW 


Lexington, Ky., Jan. 4, 

Fourteen vaudeville actors at 
Kentucky-Publix were arrested last 
night on warrants charging them 
with operating a vaudeville show 
on Sunday. 

As several of the performers had 
engagements to play elsewhere to- 
day, the cases were not contested. 
Pleas of guilty were entered and 
fines of $5 each paid before a mag- 
istrate at an improvised court ses- 
sion. 

Under an old and little-observed 
Kentucky law, showing of motion 
pictures on Sunday is no less a 
violation than vaudeville. Attempts 
to stop Sunday pictures, however, 
were abandoned here years ago be- 
cause juries would not convict. 

In this case, performers could not 
wait around for a jury trial, hence 
the guilty pleas. Warrants were 
sworn out by county attorney, 
active church and Sunday school 
men, 











PIANIST SAVED 


Becker Goes Upstairs at 86th St. to 
Find Out—He Found Out 





Roland Becker, Fifi  Dorsay’s 
vaude pianist, barely escaped a 
ganging in the balcony at RKO’s 
86t hStreet, New York, New Year’s 
Eve when he walked upstairs dur- 
ing the act to berate some hecklers. 

The midnight show audience was 
doing some kidding while Miss Dor- 
say was on, most of it coming from 
the shelf. Towards the finish of 
the turn Miss Dorsay does a num- 
ber alone while her pianist walks 
off. During the lapse Becker went 
up to the balcony. 

It took three theatre attendants 
to get him back on the stage safe- 
ly, with Miss Dorsay meanwhile 
unaware of her pianist being in the 
balcony or what was going on up 
there, 


Boswells at $3,000 


Boswell Sisters opened for Publix 
at the N. Y. Paramount Friday (1) 
under a four weeks’ contract. Girls, 
booked through CBS, will get $3,000 
a week, 

Harmony trio will split the time 
between the New York and Brook- 
lyn Paramounts. Publix holds an 
option on four additional weeks on 
the Boswells. 











Dunn with Picture 


James Dunn, Fox player, has 
been booked for a two-week per- 
sonal appearance showing at the 
Roxy, beginning Jan. 15 in conjunc- 
tion with the screen booking of 
Fox’s ‘Dance Team,’ in which Dunn 
also appears. Presently Dunn is 
touring the Skouras houses around 
New York. 

Roxy also holds over Ruth Etting 
for a third week in connection with 
the second week's showing of ‘De- 





licious,’ feature, 





Soe: 


SYLVIA FROOS 


Little Princess of Song 
Next to Closing at 
Palace, New York (Wk. Jan. 2) 
On the Air Over NBC 
Direction, 
Miles Ingalls—Jack Curtis Office 





RKO 





$18,000 VAUDE 
BILL AT ROXY 


An $18,000 variety bill, probably 
the most expensive yet played on 
Broadway, goes into the Roxy, New 
York, next week (8) as Fanchon & 
Marco's 10th 
tion program, 

James Dunn, Mme, Schumann- 
Heink, James Barton, Fritz Leiber, 
the DeMarcos, Nick Lucas and the 
Stevens Bros. are the acts set so 
far. A film name, probably El Bren- 
del, will be added. 


MAYOR REINSTATES 
‘FREE SHOW’ CENSORS 


Worcester, Jan. 4, 

Worcester’s citizen board of 75 
‘free show’ motion picture censors, 
abolished two weeks ago by Mayor 
O’Hara, has been reintstated by the 
mayor. O’Hara, the police chief and 
a member of the city’s law depart- 
ment had decided the censors were 
needless. But they changed their 
minds after a storm of protests 
from the censors, aided and abetted 
by Worcester newspapers. 

The local censors have no legal 
standing; they merely vote on what 
should be removed from pictures— 
sometimes banning the entire film— 
and then make their reports to the 
police chief who has the authority 
to enforce their decisions. The 
censors represent more than a score 
of civic organizations, 


Kiki Roberts ‘Shows’ 
For Fox at Academy 





anniversary celebra- 














If Kiki Roberts, the late Jack 
‘Legs’ Diamond’s sweetheart, does 
business during her current three 
days’ engagement at Fox’s Acad- 
emy, Fox will extend the playing 
time of the former showgirl. Miss 
Roberts opened at the Academy to- 
day (Tuesday). 

Miss Roberts will do a single. 
Jerry Franks, head of Fanchon & 
Marco’s radio department, will do 
the announcing. 





Arnow with Meyers 


Maxwell Arnow is now assistant 
to Walter Meyers, head of the War- 
ner booking office in New York. 
Arnow will scout talent for pictures 
to send to the Coast studio. 

Arnow was previously in charge 
of the Leo Morrison office in New 
York. Morrison’s new York office 
is still operating, but with Arnow’s 
successor not yet selected. 





Frank Cambria’s Vacation 
Chicago, Jan. 4. 
Frank Cambria, Publix stager, is 


coming here next month to put on 
an anniversary stage show for the 
B&K houses. 
Cambria will 
his Publix 

March. 


Understanding is that 
de this one show as 
contract expires in 
Canibria 


Immediately following, 


contemplates a vacation abroad. 








enough for the 


at the Palace. It 


ENTIRE PALACE BILL SHIFT 


Marx Bros. Moving Over to Albee, 
B’klyn, for 2nd wk 


A week only is considered long 


current vaude bill 
is headed by the 
Marx 


second 


Bros., who will play their 


also for 


Albee, 


intended 
RKO 


week (9) 
the Palace, at the 
Brooklyn. 

Other turns on the present pro- 
gram will also be changed at the 
Palace for next week. 

Max Gordon, agent for the Marxes, 
says he didn’t consider their pres- 
ent turn new enough for this visit, 
and suggested the shift after the 
first week. 

The bill comprising Benny Rubin, 
Jack Haley and Fifi Dorsay, booked 
to start Jan. 16 at the Palace, New 
York, may be moved ahead one 
week for next week (9) in the event 
the RKO booking office is unable to 
secure an emergency headliner be- 
tween now and Saturday. 

Last week, the final for the Can- 
tor-Jessel run bill, in which New 
Year's Eve and the Jan. 1 holiday 
fell, grossed $41,000. It gave the 
house around, $12,000 profit, which 
more than covered the previous two 


weeks’ loss. 


Girl Crazy’ Unit 
Out for RKO Due 
To Radio Picture 


Because it might take the edge 
off Radio’s ‘Girl Crazy’ talker, the 
Gregory Ratoff condensed stage 
version of that musical has been 
dropped from consideration as a 
possible unit for the RKO vaude- 
ville theatres. 

The stage ‘Girl Crazy’ was sub- 
mitted to RKO last week, through 
Jack Curtis, agent, for a straight 
$8,500 per week. No other terms 
were discussed, due to the RKO 
theatre department killing the book- 
ing right away. 

This troupe played the Oriental, 
Chicago, a downtown picture house, 
two weeks ago at $7,500. The stage 
nut for the house mounted to $10,- 
000, however, due to a $2,400 bill 
for stage hands, 


Charity Loses $1,000 


Charity lost $1,000 when Herman 
Ruby and Bert Kalmar were forced 
to cancel their current New York 
Palace booking. Paramount called 
the pair in to work on the new 
Marx Bros. talker script. 

Songwriters rehearsed an act for 
the Palace and were all set to open. 
They intended to give the $1,000 
salary to unemployment relief, 

















Tie Up Salary 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Jay Mills, appearing at the Pal- 
ace with Florence Robinson, got a 
New Year’s present from the Wm. 
Morris office in the form of an at- 
tachment on his salary for $2,063 
back commission. Slap came as a 
surprise to Mills who claims he 
hasn't been working for Morris in 
over a year. 

According to Mills he signed with 
the agency two years ago when go- 
ing with a Publix unit. Booking 
was through Phil Tyrell, then with 
the Morris office. Mills claims he 
thought he was through with the 
office when leaving Publix. Morris 
agency thinks otherwise and is hold- 
ing up the Palace money until Jan. 
11 when the case goes to trial here. 


Yanked for Palace 


Barry and Whitledge, comedy 
team, were yanked from an RKO 
unit to play the Palace the current 
week. 

They opened with the intact Sat- 
urday (26) and will rejoin it in 
Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 9. 





IKE ROSE IN HOSPITAL 


Youngstown, Jan. 2 


Ike Rose (Rose's Midgets) is a 
patient at St. Catherine’s hospital 
here, under treatment for diabetes 

He'll be out in about two weeks. 





Martin Beck Returns to Former 
Office on Palace Bldg.'s 6th Floor 





Martin Beck is back in his old 
oflice which he occupied as presi- 
dent of the Orpheum It’s 
on the sixth floor of the Palace the- 
atre building and the northwest 
corner of that floor. 

Beck has returned to the vaudevilie 
business by consent of RKO and its 
departmental heads. As a 25% hold- 


Circuit. 


er of the Palace theatre stock, and 
a large holder of Orpheum Circuit 


preferred 8% stock on which the 
dividend has defaulted. Beck asked 
and received the right to semi-offi- 
cially hang around to watch what's 
doing in the theatre and booking 
departments in New York. 
The western Kohl-Castle crowd 
is said o hold most of the remain- 
ing 24% of the Palace stock. RKO 
owns the other 51%. It all came 
to RKO with the rest of the Keith- 
Orpheum circuit three years ago. 
Beck’s principal concern will be 
the Palace theatre, New York, and 
the Orpheum houses in the west, 
their booking and management. De- 
spite that the Palace in 1931 shot 
$150,000 ahead of its net over 1930, 
Beck wants to see at close range 
how they do it; who they book and 
why, what they pay and why, how 
they manage, ete. It all may have 
something to do as well with the 
suits Beck is reported having 
brought against different RKO sub- 
sidiaries including the Palace The- 
atre Co, 
Beck’s Share 

Beck doesn’t like the idea of the 
amount RKO spent to fix up the 
front of the Palace. He figures that 


25% of that cost came out of his 
piece of the Palace. Beck wants 
the old front of the Palace tga‘ 


stored; nor does he like the adver- 
tising copy, ete. 
Neither theatre operating or book- 


ing dept. resents Beck’s entrance, 
He is without title or salary. The 
chiefs of those divisions, Joe 


Plunkett and Charlie Freeman rec- 
ognize the showmanly experience of 
Beck may always be of value in 
their operations. 

It’s about four years ago since 
Jos. P. Kennedy bought out the late 
E. F. Albee’s interest and control of 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum at which 
time Albee with his executive as- 
sociates, including Beck, retired. 

Beck Grows Officious 

In the RKO offices as an obser- 
ver and advisor, Beck started to 
assume authority late last week. 
It brought about a jam. 

From the report Beck, accom- 
panied by two of his former eme- 
ployes of the old Orpheum Cir- 
suit staff, but now with RKO, 
visited the different press depts. 
of the theatre dept., giving instruc- 
tions as to advertising and pub- 
licity and in one instance firing a 
press agent for the Palace thea- 
tre. 

These unexpected actions by Beck 
were at once reported to Joe Plun- 
kett, operating chief, who did not 
okay them. As an aftermath it was 
anticipated a showdown would fol- 
low to exactly define Beck’s status. 

Recently the Palace front and 
lobby were remodeled at a cost of 
$45,000. Beck doesn’t like the trans- 
formation and has requested the old 
fronts be restored, at another cost 
of probably $10,000. 

Nor is Beck pleased with the cost 
of the Palace advertising. It has 
been running to $2,000 weekly. Beck 
says in his day the Palace never 
spent over $700 a week to advertise 
it and he would like to ilmit the ad 
cost weekly to $1,000. 

Sunday night for the first time in 
months the four rear rows of the 
Palace orchestra were empty. Beck 
is not blamed, though the ads were 
cut after his talk. 

Yesterday (4) acting under in- 
structions from Beck, Elmer Rogers, 
manager of the Palace for many 
years, assumed that position in full. 
Beck advised Rogers to run t= 
house as he wanted to without pay-* 
ing attention to anyone else, pos- 
sibly not Beck though Beck didn’t 
go that far. 





RKO’S NEW CBS SINGER 
Vaughn DeLeath, new CBS singer, 
opens for RKO at Paterson, N. J., 


Jan. 16. CBS is working on a come. 
mercial account for Miss De Leath 
with negotiatns expected to be 


closed this week, 

Miss De Leath is the girl who ree 
fused to renew with NBC because 
network failed to secure come 
work for her. 


that 


mercial 
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WB TALKING VAUDE FOR 
HOLLYWOOD OR STRAND 





Warner Bros. is considering a 
vaudeville policy to reopen the 
Hollywoou, one of its Broadway 


picture houses. An alternative may 


be stage shows of the vaude or 
presentation type at the Strand 
which has been in straight films for 
about four years. 

The tight talker product situa- 
tion is reported forcing Warners’ 
stage move in at least one Broadway 
theatre. Besides the Strand and 
Hollywood the company has the 
Winter Garden and Warner to sup- 
ply with films. Latter house has 





been taking outside product right 
along. 

The Hollywood was taken back 
by WB recently from Al Aarons 
who failed to go through with his 
$2 legit musical idea. It has been 
only intermittently lighted since it 
first opened. 





Mather, Stage Mer., Now 
Pres. of N. O. I. A. Local 


New Orleans, Jan, 4. 
E. J. Mather has been elected 
president of the stage hans’ local 
union ir this city. 


Mather has been the stage man- 
ager at the RKO Orpheum for 20 
years. 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 
(Week Jan. 2), RKO Kenmore, New York 


EBONY FOLLIES 


more you get—The more 
you want” 
_ (Direction of Harry A. Romm) _ 


WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


with Brother Den 
In “A Spinning Romance” 
(Direction of Milton Lewis) 


HEALY and CROSS 


“T he 


(Direction of Charles H, 


“The 








Smartest ‘Styles in Songs” 
Alien) 


ARTHUR ana MORTON 
HAVEL 


n 
“Flot Water”—By H. C. Greene 


With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 


Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) 





(Dir. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 76 
(Week Jan. 9), RKO, Columbus, Ohio 


VERNON RATHBURN 
“The Prince of Rhythm” 


AND HIS SAX-0O-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 
Songs by Jean Paure)l 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 

















THE DANCING ADAMS 


“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 





DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


MAKER OF FINE -_—* ASHES 
SINCE 1889 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgeraid) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 79 
(Wek Jan. 9), RKO, Syracuse, New York 


THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 
a of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 
in 

“Wait and See” 

Jeff Davis & Billy 


CLARA BARRY 
ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesn't Know the Music and 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” 











(Dir. of Jackson) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 7% 
(Week Jan. 9), RKO, Dayton, Ohio 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD © 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 


with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 
THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. S. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 
































(Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) (Direction of Weber-Simon) 
ee eee eS ee ven RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 





CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL — ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South Amecrican Dancers 








(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtie Lansing 


(Personal Mer., Jesse H. Martin) 





The 


(Week Jan. 9), RKO, Toledo, Ohie 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender” 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 











THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 











BKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 77 
(Week Jan. 9), 105th St., Cleveland 


THE ORANTOS 
“Heads Up” 
World's-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA MORTON > 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


« The Slick Soap Salesman 
“Direction ef Thos. J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 

















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 
(Week Jan. 3), RKO, Milwaukee, Wis. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 











Bronx Central Places 
Vande on Daily Basis 


Weekend vaude at the Central 
(Bronx), proved so encouraging, Hi 
Gainsborough has extended the 
stage shows to a daily schedule. 
Six acts and two features for 25 
cents, 

Central was formerly the America. 
and before that Miner’s Bronx. 
House has played burlesque, big 
time vaude, dramatic stock, musi- 
cal stock, Italian shows, Yiddish 
shows, and what have you? But 
no money in the last 10 years until 
now. 








STOCK PLAYLETS LIKED 


Loew’s in Cleveland Trying Them 
Out More Extensively 








Cleveland, Jan. 5. 

Experiment of stage playlets put 
on in Loew’s nahibs by local stock 
companies have led Loew’s officials 
to extend the idea in their other 
suburban houses, 

Sam Bradley Players starting pol- 
icy this week in Loew’s Granada 
with sketch, ‘Jimmy Comes Back.’ 
Company will double half-week at 
Loew’s Alhambra. 

Marie Ilka Diehl’s troupe started 
playlets at Loew’s Liberty, but is 
being pulled out of Alhambra in 
favor of Bradley’s company. 

Loew officials figure stage 
sketches draw in weak nabes and 
are less expensive than other stage 
shows as local muggers are will- 
ing to work for coffee and cakes. 


Belmont, Chi, Vaude 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Publix-B. & K. Belmont, which 
has been straight film for two years, 
returns to vaude next week, play- 
ing five acts each Sunday as a 
starter. To be booked by the locai 
William Morris office. 

Other one day spots starting five 
acts this coming Sunday (10) are 
the Ritz in Berwyn; York in Elm- 
hurst; Colonial and Avalon, Mil- 
waukee; Morris, Morris, fll., and 
the Patio on the northwest side of 
Chicago. These are to be handled 
through the Tommy Sacco desk. 


Worcester’s 25c Vaude 


Worcester, Jan. 4. 

The Plymouth, downtown house, 
has started a vaudfilm split week 
policy playing five RKO acts. Mats 
15 and nights 25 cents. 

This is the only local vaude 
house, as the Plaza plays burlesque 
and Fox-Poli Palace has F-M units. 
Marks another of many attempts 
to put over vaudfilm in New Eng 
land at two bits top. 











RKO STANDS BY 

RKO’s regular Friday night pro- 
gram over the NBC network will be 
skipped Friday (8) for the first 
time since the theatre organization 
started broadcasting. 

NBC requested RKO to give up 
its time to the Jackson Day dinner, 
10:30 to 11 p.m., eastern standard 
time. 





Rushing Gabby 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

Frank Gabby, ventriloquist, was 
rushed to San Diego by Fanchon & 
Marco to go into the ‘Limehouse 
Nights’ unit. He replaced Warren 
and Inman, whose contract expired. 

Last day of the San Diego date, 
Gabby flew to Fresno to replace Val 
and Ernie Stanton in the ‘Cherry 
Blossoms’ Idea, which opened there 
Thursd:y (31). 





Agency Partnership 

Ez Keough and Jack Fine, both 
of the old Western Vaudeville 
alumni from Chicago, are entering 
an agency and producing partner- 
ship in New York. 

Fine has been with Tishman & 
O’Neal lately. Keough last had 
Texas Guinan on the road. 





Prinz Back at Mastbaum 
LeRoy Prinz goes back to the 
Mastbaum, Philadelphia, next week, 
as producer and dance stager. 
Prinz had the same position with 
that house before the theatre closed 
due to union trouble. 


ee 
— -——-—— 


PUBLIX STAGE COMMITTEE 


Meeting Weekiy for Par’s Stage 
Shows on B’way and in B’klyn 








A committee in place of the dis- 
banded Publix stage production de- 
partment is now meeting once 
weekly on presentations for the 
New York and Brooklyn Paramount 
theatres. This group selects the 
talent and plans the shows two 
weeks in advance, 

Committee comprises Milton Feld, 
Jack Partington, Boris Petroff and 
one of the William Morris agency 


staff. Feld does the supervising. 
While Petroff and. Partington at- 
tend all meetings, they alternate 


weekly as the nominal stage pro- 
ducer. 

Routing of the Fanchon & Marco 
units playing the other Publix 
houses into the two metropolitan 
Paramounts has been indefinitely 
deferred, while the Pars continue 
with non-stage band specialty pres- 
entations constructed around names 
and standard vaudeville acts. This 
may last as long as the list of 
available acts lasts, with stage 
names currently counted as sup- 
port for the pictures. 

Next week (8) the New York 
Paramount, with Bing Crosby hold- 
ing over, will headline Ruth St. 
Dennis and Leo Carillo, while 
Brooklyn Par plays the current N. 
Y. lineup; Boswell Sisters headlin- 
ing. 





Columbus in Doubt 


Columbus, Jan. 4. 

Chances for continued vaude at 
the RKO Palace theatre are looking 
plenty bleak. Musicians have been 
given the required six weeks’ notice 
and stage hands the required two 
weeks, with only two weeks of 
vaude following the present shows 
booked into the house. 

RKO officials are to check both 
net and grosses the next two weeks 
before deciding whether or not to 
continue stage bills here. 

Past experience with the theatre 
on a straight film basis has proven 
that to be a losing policy and com 
plete change of plan due to this 
still possible. 








MORE STAGE SHOWS 


Two Additions in Syracuse—Making 
Four in All 








Syracuse, N. Y., Jan, 4, 

Syracuse, one of the first cities to 
go talker, today is seeing the Rialto 
pendulum swing in the direction of 
stage talent with all indications 
pointing to the fact that stage pol- 
icies will be in effect in four Main 
Stem houses within the next fort- 
night, 

New and permanent additions to 
the talent roster will be the Para- 
mount, and the Dewitt, where the 
Marcus troupe finally will open next 
Saturday (9). 

Keith's and Loew’s have been 
playing stage shows in addition to 
films for some time. Whether the 
Paramount will play Fanchon & 
Marco units or name attractions Is 
uncertain, but it is accepted the 
house will go stage as quickly as 
bookings can be secured. 


COST ACT $200 WKLY. 
TO CHANGE ITS CAST 


Frank Libuse’s RKO route hag 
been restored to him, but at $1,050 a 
week instead of the $1,250 weekly 
first contracted. 

Route for Libuse was canceleg 
when it was discovered by the book. 
ing office he had changed members 
of the company. Explanations 


brought about the restoration with 
the cut. 








RKO’s 3-Day Stands in 
W. Va.; Possible Route 


Around Feb. 1 RKO will start to 
book indie three-day stands in Mor- 
gantown and Clarksburg, W. Va, 
They will be used as the nucleus 
for a possible short jump indie 
route in that section. 

Both towns will be placed on Jack 
Vempsey’s family dept. book. Demp- 
sey is booking RKO’s own Sheridan 
Square, Pittsburgh (full week), with 
the Morgantown and Clarksburgh 
shows to be filled by the Pittsburgh 
acts. It’s about a $3 jump between 
the Pa, and W. Va. dates. 
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for a Limited Time 


FINE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
For Publicity and Lobby Use 
Size 


200 sic $50.00 


Glossy or Dull Finish 
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212 West 48th Street 
TEL. CHICKERING 4-3960 sd 











BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT—REKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 
WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 











MATT BROOKS 


In a Fanchon & Marco Idea 
with 


BEN BARD 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 








BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-O 























NEW YEAR 


from 


FLUSHING VAN & STORAGE CO. 


GREETINGS 

















NEW YEAR 





from 


DRUCKER ART SHOP 


GREETINGS 








ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 
Marty May 
Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorettes 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 
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DAVE 


Direction: 


HEADLINING 


HARRY FITZGERALD 


~~ GENARO. 


JAN. 2, EARL, PHILADELPHIA 
BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB.. 1932 
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Chicago, Jan. 4, The Eddie Cantor-Jessel vaude-| 1. Pe. ag Jer hy BEM Morton Downey will play one 
“Fanchon GE ene Ve aren Burlesk in L End? | ville bill with Burns and Allen,|on eight acts of vatude in mid-Jan-| Week at the Roxy, New York, and 
> 00p- ? ; gee ‘ a week at the Fox, Brooklyn. Fox 

gtart playing the Regal (B-K) in 


| Janet Reade and Noble Sissle’s or- |uary, Fox West Coast will inaugu- 
'chestra, which started tts $20,000 /rate six weeks of coast vaudeville. PS si 
. s ’ gga ghee ale <4 2a 8 yah CPS singer. 
» Chicago, Jan. 4. | week at the Civic Auditorium, | Pate is indefinite, peta om ys Oe Downey plays the Roxy week of 
Burlesque is likely to return | Cleveland yesterday (Monday), will fof the ‘Delicious’ (Fox) run, : h 4 pb tt adit t me ves 
tion to the lay-off problem which) shortly to the Leop-End, formerly | : ’ ; wh | Six weeks will embrace the| Jan. 8 and then immediately mo\ 


office also holds an option on the 
the colored belt. If the Ideas click ce alsc 


nere it will be the long-sought solu- 








- , t4 = ~=— Inu. vate a "> oF 
ollow with a one day percentag 


: 4 - ] nn *j cre 9 « 
has become serious for the F-M/known as the Rialto. Vaude ha: date in Columbus, O., Jan iW Egyptian, Hollywood El Capitan pt ce, splat re me — 
shows locally. proved too expensive for the small- " lumbus stumertans eenlies d tht ouch |=2n Fran isco Arlington Santa | 000 on B ay Fochctic Rb tte a “154 5 ase 

Due to the unusually large number '| seater. ies asia athens oon ideas Caetnial Barbara Fox. San Rernardino: | eusly did sev ores ” rage Md | ee 
of outside talent bookings 1ade by Jones, Linick & Schaefer, opera will he at Uhkendrtal Hall and locally | P°*: Phoenix, and Grand Lake, Oak- | me eae aaa hed ee ne ae as 
B. &. K., several regular units have|tors of the spot, have been paving land. 1 $4,000 weekly rate. 


| backed. The bill is guaranteed 
worked only one or two weeks of the| the way these last two weeks with 


echeduled four in this town. The| pseudo tab shows, being billed as 
B. & K. contract with F-M con- ‘girly’ outfits. 





$3,350 for the day against 60% of 
the gross on a two-a-day basis at 


>. top. 











‘t 
,for a rest between Columbus and | 
|}his week at the B.&K., Chicago, | 

| with Jessel. For the Chi picture | 
| house week the Palace run team | 

As Offered You by | will draw $14,000 of which $10,900 | } 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 





— _ . Two days in Cincinnati and three 
Ee in Pittsburgh on a similar basis | 
were tentatively set for the troupe | 
|but called off when Cuntor asked | 























Cleveland, Jan. 4. | 
Local independent theatrical men | 
have set up a loud squawk to city 
| Officials about renting the civic hall | 
to such shows as the Cantor-Jessel 
| affair. Unfair competition is 


| claimed. 















Same protest was made year ago | 
AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA by exhibitors when the hall booked | 


|‘Abraham Lincoln” (film). 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the | _ 
‘RKO Houses Abandoning 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL |"? Wet ovens: f= 


With the Fox theatre in San 
55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 





| Francisco switching its opening day 


‘rom Thursday to Wednesday and 
the new Paramount, Oakland (Fox- 
| West Coast,operated), set for a 


| Wednesday opening, RKO’s Golden 
NOBLE SISSLE and His Orchestra | Gate in ’Frisco, and Orpheum in 
| Oakland, will move their openings 
| to Friday to get away from the 


Wednesday pile-up. 
This will necessitate the local 


| RKO theatre moving from Thurs- 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 





MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 








From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 | day openings to Saturday. 
. | Intact vaude units, following the —_ _ 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations | three-day Sacramento date, will lay | — , ' ae 





| oft from Monday to Thursday in- 
| stead of the two-day lay off at pres- 
ent. Following the local engage- | 


ment units will have their one week |} ‘The Largest Independent Vaudeville Agency 
COME ON, LETS GET TOGETHER, | isroyie or tee ceaners 
“ity aa 

DANCE THE BLUES AWAY Wednesday, ARTHUR 
Largest Single Rooms in New York J) ..2<0 wit yee ste nivotr meatre FI S H ER 

break-in and showing spot for acts 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES commencing Jan. 8. SUITE 414 

Radio Outlets, Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, Period peng pest wee as oe of the 1560 Broadway, New York 
Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions Wan whiat Weaken aac Oeiertans. sew 


? 
RKO’s N. J. Break-In 
Bills, all five acts, will be played 
bills on Sunday for that day only. 






































NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


from 


McELRoy Bros. POSTER ADVERTISING CoO., Inc. 
FLUSHING, LONG ISLAND, BORO OF QUEENS 














DAVE JONES and PEGGY LEE 


PRESENTING THEIR ORIGINAL BALL ROOM TAP DANCE 
THIS WEEK (January 2), LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
NOW AT RKO PALACE 


THE YACOPIS nev von iwee'sen a 


Ind—JOHN HYDE—WM. MORRIS OFFICE Direction RKO—JAMES PLUNKETT 
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Acts 




















ROSCOE ATES (1) 
Chatter and Dance 
10 Mins.; One 
Loew’s State, L. A. 

Rosco Ates has gotten away from 
the routine reel of film which ac- 
quaints the audience with the work 
of picture people appearing in 
vaude. His daughter, Dorothy 
Darling, precedes him on the stage 
and asks the orchestra leader if he 
has seen that ‘funny little picture 
atar, Rosco Ates, who appeared in 
So-and-So and So-and-So and So- 
and-So, He stutters and I’m sup- 
posed to meet him here.’ 

Ates, a standard vaude performer 
before he hit pictures, should be too 
smart for that type of stuff. He's 
known well enough to picture audi- 
ences without dragging out the in- 
troductory gag. 

Gags and the daughter's dancing 
are unchanged from his previous 
turn, but the bit with the police 
dog and the dog itself are missing. 
And the dog is missed. 

Biggest change is Ates working in 
a double-breasted dinner suit. Few 
men look hot in this. type tux and 
Ates could never pose for Lyen- 
decker. Also, it's tough to try and 
be hokey in formal clothes, De- 
spite the suit, Ates is still a hoke 
comic. 

That picture rep won't satisfy 
them after they hear the first stut- 
ter. From then on the audience ex- 
pects something. Present material 
is far from big time. If Ates in- 
tends to get big money out of vaude 
for the next few months he'll have 
to invest in material. As his act 


shows, it’s no next-to-closer. 
Call. 





VALENTINE and BELL 

Bicycle Act 

6 Mins.; Full 

Haymarket, Chicago 

’ here is a good deal of solid bike 
1 in this act, but it is ruined by 

some of the worst production and 

showmanship seen here in many 

months. Production can be excused 

because of the circumstances, but 

there was no reason for the bad 

showmanship. 

This man and woman are good 
bike workers; some of their bits are 
go good they are able to withstand 
the above-mentioned drawbacks. 
Their closing punches are surefire 
for anywhere. Final is the particu- 
lar standout. Woman, standing on 
@ pedestal, bounds by means of a 
gort of miniature trampoline to the 
ghoulders of the man who is seated 
On a single-wheeled high mount, 
about eight feet tall. It’s a nifty 
trick. 

As presently arranged, the turn 
would find its best chances in the 
fair and circus fields. Lack of pro- 
duction wouldn’t hurt so much out- 
doors and the bad showmanship 
wouldn’t be so noticeable. 

For theatre work the turn needs 
new arrangement, production and 
costuming. It can be done and 
made into a nifty bike act. As an 
example, the man at the beginning 
of the turn pulls out a bell and tells 
the audience that he'll ring it every 
time a good stunt is pulled. The 
audience froze immediately. 

Gold. 


‘BALLYHOOLIGANS’ 
Comedy 

15 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 


Two boys have taken a cue from 
the mag ‘Balivhoo’ in a burlesque 
of radio programs. It is ingenious 
and new to vaudeville. 

Act is unusually good, nearly ex- 
cellent, from all angles. Material is 
smartiy written with none of the 
burlesque bits dragged out too 
much. Line are punchy and the 
boys show talent in their burlesque 
imitations. 

Both use mikes, attached to am- 
plified horns, with one of the boys 
sitting at the ivories. Programs 
like those carrying Bing Crosby, 
Kate Smith, Singin’ Sam, Rudy 
Vallee, etc., are parodied. 

The boys do about eight bur- 
lesque imitations. One straight bit 
was included, that of Maurice 
Chevalier, delivered by the boy at 
the ivories. Latter also did the Rudy 
Vallee gag imitash,. 

Hoke program announcements 
plus gagging the commercial names. 
like Scremo, for Cremo, and Bar- 

ole, for Barbasol, included. 

A real smart vaudeville novelty 
that should go big anywhere. 


(2) 


BESSETTE and PARVIS 
Songs and Dances 

5 Mins.; One 

RKO, ne A. 

Nicely routined deuce act with the 
girl taking the dancing honors. 
Man sings one number while the 
girl changes. His voice is pleasing, 
but the dress suit he wears gets a 
giggle. 

Girl is aces on her tapping and 
looks. Both are youthful. Finale, 
an Irish jig, is going back a bit and 
should be dropped in favor of some- 
thing modern. Okay for presenta- 
tions, aiid . = Call, 


e 


JAMES DUNN 

Chatter, songs 

15 Mins.; One and Full 

Academy 

James Dunn, from pictures, got to 
Hollywood via legit stage. He 
doesn't show it In this act, which is 
a personal appearance thing. Fox 
evidently thinks his work in ‘Bad 
Girl’ was enough to get him audi- 
ence appreciation. Maybe right, to 
judge by the way his stuff was eaten 
up at this house. 


After some of the usual phony 
nervous business and gagging, Dunn 
does &@ pop number with a pianist. 
Not unpleasant voice but pretty 
small. Even with the amplifiers go- 
ing it was hard to hear him in the 
rear. 


Some more gags and all moth- 
eaten. Dunn even uses that same 
one used by almost all picture peo- 
ple in vaude of reading a fan letter 
which turns out to be signed ‘Your 
Mother,’ 

To round he acts out the doctor 
bit in ‘Bad Girl,’ which is explained 
first hy someone else while the stage 
is being set. Short and ates bit. 

auy. 





BERKES and SULLY 
Comedy 

12 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 


The Berkes in this turn is ap- 
parently Johnnie Berkes, previous- 
ly with Vesta Wallace in the Tra- 
han-Wallace copy act. The pattern 
of this turn still smacks of the 
same style. 


There's a piano on the stage, al- 
though barely used, Beginning is 
somewhat criginal, the tall girl 
starting by singing, and. Berkes, in 
comedy chalk-face, interrupting. It 
is toward the finish where the gag 
love stuff is commenced that it re- 
calls the other turns. Resemblance 
isn’t close enough to bring a 
squawk, 
Berkes’ best bet is his comedy 
dancing. Finish, with the girl maul- 
ing him around in a gag love scene, 
gets the most response. 

It’s a fair comedy turn that will 
please. 





WARNER BROS. KIDDIE REVUE 
Dancing, Singing 

23 Mins.; Full 

Warners, Hollywood 


Nine kids culled -by Warners 
from the raft of children offered 
around town for the holidays, All 
of them clever and pleasing, minus 
most of that staged smartness that 
makes the average child entertainer 
a pain. Backed by a kid chorus and 
some unusual production idea, this 
would make a pleasing Vitaphone 
short as is. Children range from 
eight to 16 years in age. 


Numbers are introduced by Betty 
Jane Graham (Miss Vitaphone), 
who also does some neat stair tap- 
ping. Joyce Shiffner opens the act 
with eccentric stepping aided by a 
bend in the back that kids out here 
seem to acquire with the climate. 
Followed by an American Indian 
dance, pleasingly -mixing folk and 
ballet stepping, by Edith Fellows, 
smallest of the lot, who later finales 
strongly with a cute Hawaiian hula 
and song. 


Boy soprano, Pablo Cabezud, has 
the pipes to handle his semi-classic 
numbers, but could cut down on the 
rather affected use of hands and 
diction. Hit strong. Jane Slater, 
mixing a hot carol with musical 
comedy stepping, was a bit over- 
long, considering the encore she 
took. Toe work by Doris Dean 
stood up well, with the girl selling 
her pirouettes well. 

Comedy represented by Frances 
Gumm, with a shouter voice, plastic 
mug and eccentric hoofing. Girl 
scored effectively but could be 
stronger if she sang to the lower 
floor instead of the balcony. Betty 
Durae’s contortion work pleased the 
torso-twist lovers in the audience, 
though the girl should be toned 
down on that applause anticipation. 

Next to closing,. Walter Moss dis- 
played the most promising talent of 
the aggregation with his Bill Rob- 
inson type of tapping. He's plenty 
good and sells it all the way through. 
Entire act done in front of Jess 
Stafford’s stage band. 





DIXIE HAMILTON 


Singing 
10 Mins.; One 
Orpheum 

Dixie Hamilton hasn’t been 
caught as a New Act since 1910 
when working with a pianist and 
making a change of costume. Miss 


Hamiiton’s act is still No. 2 
medium grade houses. 
up here. 

Affecting a lively manner and 
projecting an amiable personality, 
songstress does three numbers. 
Opens with ‘Roll On, Mississippi,’ 
pretty old, turns to a special having 
to do with a visit to the doctor and 
closes with a Harlem special in 


for 
So spotted 





high yaller accent. The dialect 
isn’t so good. ‘ Char. 





SYLVIA FROOS, 


Songs 
15 Mins.; One 
Palace 
A youngster with a remarkably 
mature vocal delivery. Already 


making an impression over the air 
and asserting herself here as a ca- 
pable vaudeville single, the amuse- 
ment branch which first knew her 
as Baby Sylvia. 

Pleasant looking girl, Miss Froos, 
of some 17 or 18 years, who, despite 
her age, can unfurl the modern 
torch ditty with the best. Remark- 
able part for the Palace is that she 
is doing it the hard way, opening 
intermission with no assisting piano 
or pianists or special arrangements. 
Just in ‘one’ with the pit crew and 
five songs, the last an encore. 

If ever taking the time to acquire 
special orchestrations and varied 
interpretations of songs this adoles- 
cent will find herself on the recep- 
tion end of much more applause 
than she is now gaining. And she 
Cid well enough at the first show 
Saturday. The young woman is le- 
git ingenue material unless radio, 
the picture and vaude houses prove 
the easiest way. Some time spent 
in learning to handle lines and 
dancing lessons should take care of 
this opportunity, which seems bound 
to arise sooner or later. She’s of 
the type who become known over 
the ether and then bounce in and 
out of the variety theatres at four 
figures. 

Not much worry over the pro- 
fessional future of this lass, the ex- 
ception to that rule which says 
few child. prodigies realize upon 
their early promise, or burn them- 
selves out before they reach ma- 
turity. Miss Froos reads a song ex- 
ceptionally well, has the voice to 
sustain her intentions, and for the 
most part deports herself like a 
veteran, Especially does she know 
how to use her hands, a matter 
which handicaps more than one in 
the coterie of performers to. which 
she belongs. 

The only thing resembling a ges- 
ture to get away from the usual in 
her present routine is a medley 
tracing the lineage of blues num- 
bers. Not particularly interesting or 
novel, Otherwise, just pop num- 
bers. But the public will uncon- 
sciously be concerned when this 
miss delves into the ditties of the 
day, thereby permitting comparison 
with their favorites. This mental 
weighing will not be unfavorable to 
Miss Froos either by the laiety or 
the professional element of whom 
the agents will probably take an 
active interest before the Palace 
week is out. 

A blind session with Miss Froos 
through a loud speaker indicates a 
girl who knows what it’s all about 
and who can have her say at the 
polis next November, A glimpse of 
this singer in person immediately 
belies the second half of the radio 
impression. Just a kid who nor- 
mally would be up at Emma Wil- 
lard, but who has been facing au- 
ditoriums more or less full since 
childhood and who has developed 
a sweet soprano voice rating the 
attention of orchestrators and 
which will do much to hasten her 
progress. Sid. 





RICHARD KEAN 
Protean 

7 Mins.; Full (Special) 
RKO, L. A. 

Richard Kean was a standard turn 
for years and rated special billing. 
He returns to vaude again after 
four years in retirement, billed as 
Mr. Richard Kean. Novelty of this 
type act, the first here in several 
years, is its greatest asset, though 
the work of Kean is not to be dis- 
counted, 

Booked as one of the locally spot- 
ted four acts, Kean’s was cut to al- 
low him only three characteriza- 
tions, but these were enough to 
halt the show and call for a speech. 
Vaude patrons apparently appre- 
ciate the work of a heavy actor as 
much as hoofers or stooges. 

With bushy hair and theatric cos- 
tume, Kean is typical of the trage- 
dian of 20 years ago, but his appear- 
ance to a vaude audience calls for 
respect. It’s something they've 
heard of but haven't seen for long. 

Opening with a short study of 
Uriah Heep addressing David Cop- 
perfield, he jumps to Shylock. Plen- 
ty of contrast both in action and 
costume. His third and last effort is 
that of a miser, announced as his 
own creation. Latter is his weak- 
est and slightly gruesome, but oke 
for those who believe that exag- 
gerated gesture is good acting. 

Outside of New York, Kean could 
fit in nicely on most any bill and 
would be a welcome addition to the 
four-act units. He has stopped 
every show here this week. 

Call. 





FRANCES, HARRY and 
FERNANDO 

Dance, Acrobatic 

7 Mins.; Full 

Jefferson 


This turn evidently been around 
for some time, but new to ‘Va- 
riety’s’ files. Fair dancing act that 
should fit the opening or deuce 
notch, 

Opens with the two boys in full 
dress for a bit of fancy ballroom. 
In this bit the boys vie with each 





other for the girl. Leads to a prop 





i 


‘which saw the men muffing 


PALACE 


Country's ace vaude house starts 
the new year displaying vaudeville’s 
highest-price act, the Marx Bros., 
and a bill which it intended to keep 
two weeks and will stay one, There 
will be no run try with this $15,500 
lineup, of which the Marx family 
will cut up $10,000, net, this week. 

Bill has Trini in a flash agt, the 
construction of which is so old as 
to appear new again and which not 
more than a year ar two ago would 
have gotten around $3,500. Now 


it’s working at much less than half 
that figure Merely cited as an 
example of the change induced 
by ‘31. 

There are the Diamond Boys and 
Barry and Whitledge, respectively 
Nos. 3 and 4, and a strong comedy 
sock in any theatre. Larry and 
Whitlege, as fine a 12 minutes as 
vaude knows, were lifted from an 
RKO intact to fill in on this show 
and will rejoin their unit upstate. 
Both are splendid performers. Miss 
Barry traces a family line holding 
no mean professional significance 
and which reputation will not suf- 
fer in her hands. Mr. Whitlege con- 
tinues a corking foil and really 
something more than that, the 
theory of this team being to share 
alike on laughs. 

As a whole the Palace currently 
is not an applause show. Cardini, 
deucing it, and his suave card 
manipulation hardly instigates wild 
acclaim, though he entertains all 
the way. Same for Barry and 
Whitlege, whose high-speed laugh 
chatter leaves no chance for a hur- 
rah finish and who must seek the 
major share of their satisfaction in 
the hilarity from out front. 

The Diamonds and their slugging 
stand the best applause chance of 
the bill and won that election Sat- 
urday afternoon. Particularly an 
upstairs act, the trio had them 
whistling in the gallery at the finish, 
infrequent enough to cause mention. 
Previously the Yacopi Troupe had 
opened in a gymnastic display 
their 
catches too often to rate as build- 
ups, though probing for full effect 
by this means on the climax trick. 
Seven men and two women con- 
cerned, with one of the latter doing 
a single somersault to a sheulder 
catch four high off the springboard. 
An elaborate system of preliminary 
transfer bounding from one see-saw 
to another until finally reaching the 
flyer is good showmanship and as 
theatric as actually unnecessary. 
Outfit works fast and carries a cou- 
ple of flyers who sell. 

For some reason or other the 
Marxes are invariably a vaudeville 
disappointment on Broadway. There 
isn’t a genuine draw name in the 
lineup outside themselves, but the 
rest of the bill is doing the major 
share of the entertaining on the in- 
side. Following the early comedy 
fireworks, not much doubt that the 
show seems to slow up a little with 
the Marxes unable to eradicate the 
impression. One solution might be 
to move Sylvia Froos (New Acts) 
to No. 3 and let the Diamonds open 
the second half in front of the legit- 
picture disciples. It sounds im- 
plausible and probably is the wrong 
solution, but it gives an idea how 
the Marxes are working and reg- 
istering. 

Once inside {it’s still ‘Josephine,’ 
and if there had been a second 
week it probably would have been 
‘Du Barry.’ The boys just don’t 
seem to be able to work up any en- 
thusiasm for or in vaude audiences 
any more. At least at the Palace. 





fight in which both boys go through 
a little acrobatics. 

Girl troupes on for a short toe 
ballet number. It means nothing, 
but gives the boys a chance to 
change to strong men shorts, 

Boys on for an adagio, in which 
familiar routines are used, 


ST. GEORGE DUO 
Roller Skating 

4 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson 


Mixed couple in some snappy trick 
roller skating routines. Act fits 
either end of the bill. 

Couple probably have more rou- 
tines than were exhibitefl here, but 
appear to have been cut to keep the 
show going on schedule. Along the 
lines exhibited by the majority of 
roller skating turns. 


DOUGLAS WRIGHT (4) 
Novelty 
12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Douglas Wright is evidently. one 
of the two men under the blankets 
of the prop horse. It is the prop 
horse that’s the act. Two girls are 
scenery, although they open the 
turn with some harmony and a lit- 
tle dancing. 

The human antics and manner- 
isms which the prop horse affects 
arouse a few chuckles. It does a 
little tap dancing, takes a few falls 
and sits on chairs. Despite the men 
inside are o‘ten visible, it never- 
theless gets some response. 

Included is a bit with a prop dog, 
who barks words. 

A soso noveity 





| 
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They laughed. .regularly eno 

‘ ugh, 
for Groucho is still an ace comedian, 
but the howls were missing. Ang 
even Groucho stepped over the ling 
once or twice, possibly because he 
detected a hollowness in the pat. 
rons’ answers. Chico stil! plays the 
piano, and Harpo the harp, and 
they're cleaning it all up in 24 min. 
utes. while closing the show. In 
toto, it’s a revival = of ‘Animal 
Crackers,’ which probably is okay 
out of town but is no smash for the 
Palace. So it looks as if the 
Marxes are through as @ 47th street 
panic until they get a new act, ang 
for 10 grand that shouldn't be too 
much _ trouble. Or perhaps the 
Marxes give so much to the camera 
there’s nothing left for B'way. 

Trini’s extravaganza is closing in. 
termission and serving the purpose, 
They haven't seen a production act 
like this, featuring a single woman, 
around in some time, so there's g 
certain novelty concerned. Action 
is in full stage with a duet of ac. 
cordionists assisting, as also a male 
singer and two dancers, one of 
whom specializes in one for a 
feathery and good acrobatic lack- 
ing a finish. 

The Spanish heel-and-toer looks 
well and is rounding out on a thinly 
themed charade of the jealous lover 
shooting her as she throws herself 
in front of the other boy. It starts 
in ‘one’ with a song to which she 
tacks the final chorus, 

Miss Froos opened intermission, 
a none too-inviting spot for this 
young girl who is going up against 
‘em alone. She promises more than 
her present routine of songs is al- 
lowing her to show. 

House is getting a bit hi-hat with 
its 2:35 or 2:40 overtures. It may 
have been due to Lou Forman being 
delayed in Gerson's, as both Lou 
and Basil arrived at the same time. 

Sid. 


Stratford, Chicago 
Chicago, Dec. 26 

In line with the general upswing 
of vaude in the entire midwest, 
this Warner returns to the 
footlights, playing six acts of vaude 
on a split week policy. There is a 
hot battle for the public's coin un- 
der way along this southside ave- 
nue. Four theatres are engaged in 
the tiff. Across the street from the 
Stratford, the RKO Englewood has 
dropped vaude and gone double fea- 
tures. Down the lane, Publix-B. & 
K. has opened the new and flashy 
Southtown, also with twin pro- 
grams. 

Already there are indications of 
how the southside public feels about 
the bargain displays. The Engle- 
wood, which has tossed away flesh, 
is not happy with its straight screen 
fare. For when it comes to films 
the Englewood is getting the bad 
squeeze, because the Southtown, in 
the first instance, has the pick of 
the better product, besides the lure 
of a new and gaudy theatre and 
free parking space, which counts 
much in this district. And if it’s 
price that annoys the public they 
can step across the street to the 
grind Linden where they can par- 
take of the double flicker banquet 
at 20c. per, a new low, 

In the final analysis then, it fig- 
ures that only at the Stratford are 
they getting the solid bargain for 
their kronen. At the Southtown the 
admish is 380c.; at the Englewood 
it’s 25c. for the afternoon hours. 
Stratford meets all comers at the 
two-bits rate, giving them a flicker 
and six acts. How this all adds up 
in the books may be seen from the 
capacity audience in on an after- 
noon show for Monday, though it 
also must be remembered that this 
was the post-holiday week. 

House formerly played a stage 
band and presentation hook-up, but 
sloughed it about two years ago in 
the epidemic slump of flesh locally. 
Its return heralds the comeback of 
the footlights in many Warner spots 
hereabouts, which takes in Milwau- 
kee, Racine, Sheboygan and several 
Indiana towns. It marks the first 
Warner arena locally to tread back 
to the stage, and may lead to sim- 
ilar action for the Warner Avalon 
and Capitol here. 

It has always been a heart-break- 
ing job to book the Stratford, due 
to the exceedingly small stage; the 
full stage here not registering more 
than ‘two’ on a regular stage. Which 
makes it impossible to spot the 
larger dancing, acrobatic and sketch 


hares 
6M0USS 


turns, especially those which re- 
quire a passage-way behind the 
back-drop. 

Currently there are _ six acts, 


which includes Monk Watson, who 
is in as interlocutor for four weeks. 
Watson arrives here backed by a 
weighty rep established through 
four years as picture house m. c, at 
the LaSalle and Grand Riviera in 
Detroit, being pushed out only by a 
flock of fractured bones acquired 
when he tried to clown with a tram- 
poline turn. He's all mended once 
more and okay except for a certain 
anti-trampoline expression. He's 
safe here; there’s no room for the 
bounding acts. 

Watson left an unfinished impres- 
sion at this house for he made al- 
most as many muffs as hits. Muct 
of his material was evidently stuf! 
that he used four years ago in De- 
troit. This is another year and an- 
other town. Watson evidently needs 
time to get the swing of the audi- 

(Continued on page 49) 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Jan, 2. 
The Paramount ace gets off on the 
new year with its best foot forward, 


both on stage and screen. Sereen 
subject is ‘Ladies of the Big House’ 
(Par) and the stage show, minus 
any powerful names except perhaps 
the now familiar Bing Crosby, does 
its full share. 

‘How Do You Do, 1932,’ is the title 
for the Jack Partington layout 
which makes much of not overgen- 
erous material. Again it's a spe- 
cialty show with the general adorn- 
ment of a line of girls, only this time 
the production director has used his 
people and given up the traditional 
Publix idea of smothering them with 


scenic accessories. The change is 

an improvement, and an economy 

besides. ; ei ; 
Show opens in _ spirited fashion 


with a capital ballet idea. Twenty- 
four David Bines girls enter in sin- 
gie file, stretching across the stage, 
dressed in red, white and blue like 
the figure of Columbia, except that 
they wear shining helmets. Girls 
are on their toes for a military drill 
mixed with precision steps. Skirts 
are half white and half red for good 
effect in the precision legmania, and 
a brisk arm drill completes the num- 
ber, for applause at this show. 
This time they’ve concentrated on 


Bing Crosby himself, with a neat 
introduct’pn, the singer appearing 


on an entirely dark stage, standing 
on what is apparently a ‘boom,’ 
which moves him about from side to 
side and up and down as he sings 
his characteristic torches into the 
mike, which follows along at his 
elbow. Only the singer’s face is 
visible. 

Adler and Bradford, adagio danc- 
ers, are surrounded by an allegorical 
ballet, girls grouping on an incline 
back stage as sort of ‘Pilgrim's 
Progress’ ghosts, while the two 
dancers, representing Good and Evil, 
do their excellent acrobatic ma- 
neuvers, 

Rio Brothers, dancers, work before 
a simple draped drop, and they need 
no other background for their capi- 
tal stepping and comedy. Boys go 
in for bizarre eccentric routines, but 
the real kick of their specialty are 
the comedy incidentals Idea of 
showing how first a schoolboy, then 
a high school lad and then a col- 
legiate would ask a gir] to dance is 
a first-rate bit of comedy character- 
ization. One of the boys does a 
pantomime of a young man taking a 
bath, also good for laughs, and so 
good that it’s a pity he hokes the 
bit with incidentals in extremely bad 
taste. 

Boswell Sisters, also from radie, 
are introduced ‘from a dark stage in 
the midst of a bower of flowers built 
on the movable platform and: con- 
cealing the piano they use for their 
hot-cha harmonizing. Open in a 
trio; two girls are off while Connie 
does a sympathetic ballad solo in 
her nice contralto. Absent sisters 
return for ‘Mississippi Mud,’ with a 
reference to it’s having been intro- 
duced by Crosby. They go into the 
number and Crosby joins them, 
standing behind them but on thé 
platform, and singing as a back- 
ground for their harmonizing. Near 
the end of the song the travelers 
behind part and the stage is re- 
vealed in a rising tier of levels hold- 
ing the girls in a series of lines 
dressed in violent red but scanty 
skirts and enormous beach hats dec- 
orated with two huge scarlet feath- 
ers. A smash of a color and the 
girls give the finale the appropriate 
climactic atmosphere. 

Rubinoff’s overture is an agreeable 
medley of hits of the year just 
passed, while the Jesse Crawford in- 
terlude brings the organist back to 
the pit console for a trio of what he 
calls ‘Time Numbers’—‘Sleepy Time 
Down South,’ ‘Time on My Hands’ 
and ‘As Time Goes By,’ the latter 
being a rhymed New Year’s greeting 
to the customers, the lyrics flashing 
on the drop. Rush. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 31. 

Stage show is satisfactory if luke 
warm, but good or bad it stood lit- 
tle chance of finishing better than 
second behind the feature ‘Mata 
Hari’ (Metro). House packed early 
this afternoon (31). 

Jimmy Savo, headlined over the 
Stage unit's title, doing his panto- 
mime and gag singing out in ‘one’ 
for about.15 minutes. He appeared 
to miss the warmth of the more 
intimate vaude and legit houses, but 
they got enough of the Savo pan 
and antics to respond with nice ap- 
Plause. The show needed Savo if 
for nothing else than a personality. 
Balance is chiefly girly. 

Joyce Coles, a rising young lady 
in the toe dancing class, leads toe 
numbers, one elevated and one not. 
he first is a Russian whoopee idea, 
in which Nicholas Daks and Carlos 
Peterson in a hock step, knee-drop 
and twirl routine, provide a strong 
climax. The Hale girls, house line, 
are colorfully and tastefully cos- 
tumed in this, as they are through- 
out the show. 

Pasquali Bros, acrobatic. have the 
other solo 


‘ spot, working in about 
three on the mat and a set of 
Stairs. They drew considerable at- 


tention with their novel stuff. 
Finale number in full with the 
whole company on is chiefly a leg 
Show by the stockinged line and 
Miss Coles. Finish involves the 





drawing of a mask curtain up to 
the thigh tops of a huge pair of 
legs painted on a flatpiece. Savo 
walked on here with a pair of field 
glasses. 

_ Yascha Bunchuk’s pit crew is do- 
ing a medley of Gershwin composi- 
tions, entitned ‘Gershwiniana,’ with 
no squawks due from the composer 
or the audience. It landed stronger 
than anything else in the show. 





Bige. 

CALIFORNIA, L. A. 
(Yiddish) 

Los Angeles, Dec. 29. 


been 
the advent of multi- 
linguals with the exception of one 
disastrous week of German films. 
It now goes Yiddish for what looks 
like a swell week’s business. 


House has playing Spanish 


talkers since 


Program is enough for the money | 
with five shorts, musical prolog and ; 
Stratford met the unlocking of the 


feature, all:in Yiddish, and the first 
in that tongue to reach this city, 
which has a Jewish population of 
around 100,000. Top 50c, loges 75c. 
Business so good second night that 
Joe Finger, who brought the reels 
here from N. Y., and booked them 
into Fred Miller’s house, is talking 
with Miller about holding the pro- 
gram for a second stanza. 

All film produced by Judea Films, 


Sidney Goldin directing, and re- 
corded on disl by a _ process 
credited as RLA. Shorts were: ‘In 
a Jewish Camp,’ straight singing 
by 10 girls and interesting only 
because of the language angle; 


‘The Broken Doll,’ slight plot about 
a doll seller and a prosti that leads 
into the former talking ‘Broken 
Doll’ song lyrics; ‘Shoemaker’s Ro- 
mance,’ nifty comedy in any lan- 
guage, performed by four members 
of the Vilna Troupe, before a mod- 
ernistic peasant set no major stu- 
dio designer would be ashamed of; 
‘A New Year Hebrew Prayer’ 
straight, and shaky in spots, re- 
cording of one of the high holiday 
chants by fine voices led by young 
Cantor Louis Waldman; and ‘Oy, 
Doctor,’ another crackerjack com- 
edy along lines familiar to English 
speaking audiences, with an El 
Brendel-Chaplinesque comic who 
handles lines and mugging equally 
well. Despite slight familiarity of 
last theme, it bears translation into 
an English short. 

Orchestra of eight, mainly strings, 
of the local Jewish International 
Radio Hour, over KFAC_ twice 
weekly, supplies the half hour stage 
show, with a male singer. Liba 
Frankel, soprano, 
Schnitzer, boy violinist, on for so- 
los. 

Feature 
(Judea), 


is 
tear-jerker about Ameri- 
can-Jewish life. Lack of syne on 
reel four on 
nullified some of the melodrama ef- 


fect, but almost capacity audience 


otherwise ate up this program, 
which ran @ full three hours with- 
out 15 words of English being 
spoken. Patrons mainly middle-aged 
with a good sprinkling of younger 
people and not many of the non- 
English speaking elders present. 

Show plays matinee and night 
performances, with grind New 
Year’s Saturday and Sunday and 
midnight performance New Year's 
Eve. 


MOSQUE, NEWARK 


Newark, Dec. 31. 


Reopening of Newark’s largest 
theatre with eight acts added to the 
film fare brought crowds which on 
this performance at least manifested 
plenty of approval of the vaude, If 
the quality of the shows is kept up 
to that of the opener there seems 
to be no reason why Warners’ vaude 
splurge should not succeed. The 
house is off the beaten trail, but 
this is nothing to a vaude hound 
offered eight acts instead of five, 
with the price the same or less. 

None of the acts had a class set 
of its own and the house seemed 
content with very simple drapes and 
drops. Lighting was good. Acts 
tended to drag a little and could 
have been speeded up. The orches- 
tra, apparently numbering about 
10, satisfactorily. 

Show runs Three Aces and 4a 
Queen in casting very neatly done; 
Jean Carr in taps which becomes 
ok when. she. introduces a woman 
and a man as her parents. Pillard 
and Hillier, two men and a girl, in 
a melange of nonsense, with the 
girl singing and playing a harmon- 
ica. They end with the train stuff 
which is liked. Using two pianos 
with girls playing, Bob Albright 
sings and gags, with the songs the 
better. 

Lewis and Altee are a miniature 
dancing revue of four girls and two 
men. The girls do pretty skirt work 
and with four metallic fans pose 
novelly. Harmon and Sands, two 
women, clown generally to laugh- 
ter. Three Sailors who have played 
the town this year do their panto- 
mime as usual and get many guf- 
faws. Closing are the Three White 
Flashes on roller skates. Besides 
the usual trick skating and acro- 
batics they tap on their skates, the 





girl does a Russian dance, and a 
man plays a _ violin’ whlie heing 
ewung around with a foothold. 

A Fox Movietone newsreel is 


shown With the feature ‘Under 18,’ 
Austin. 





and Lester 


Local favs and over pleasingly. 
‘My Yiddish Mama’ 


the night. reviewed 





Southtown, Chicago 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 
When Publix B & K unveiled this 
deluxer to the Englewood citizenry 
Christmas Day, it chalked up an- 
other 3,300 seats against an already 


heavily overcrowded southside. 
Time for measuring the full extent 
of the resulting squeeze upon the 
sector’s other amusement. spots, 
naturally, won’t be ripe until after 
the holiday spell. Currently, they’re 
all doing a substantial evening and 
solid mat business, with one excep- 
tion, and that’s the dinky RKO En- 
glewood, which reopened the same 
day with a competing double fea- 
ture policy and the evening tap 
three jits under the Southtown de- 
mand. 

Located on the same 63rd street 


block with the new deluxer and the} 


Englewood are the Stratford, War- 
ner operated, and the little Linden. 


Southtown doors with a shift to a 
feature picture-six act policy and a 
clip of the matinee scale to two bits, 
as compared to the 30c asked by 
B & K, while the Linden continued 
to grind away with a double feature 
show, but took the precaution to lop 


a nickel from both the mat and 
night admission. That left the 
Linden bidding for 20c in the aft- 


ernoon and 5c more in the evening. 

Neighborhood’s wave of  price- 
slashing brought the kid scale down 
to a dime at every one of the four 
older houses, with the Southtown 
alone asking 15c. In all camps the 
same figure prevails from opening 
to closing. 

Besides its newness, the South- 
town has two big advantages. One 
is the fact that it has the pick of 
the product, having exclusive call 
upon Metro, Paramount, Fox and 
United Artists. Other is the free 
parking space offered the customers. 
Over six acres of it on both sides of 
the theatre and capable of providing 
for at least 650 cars. An undeni- 
ably impressive selling point in 
bringing them hither. Factor’s im- 
portance in this particular area was 
indicated by the move made by the 
Stratford, shortly before the South- 
town opening, to work out a deal 
with an independently operated 
parking lot located across the street 
from the former house. Negotiations 
broke down when the Warner man- 
agement refused to come through 
with more than 12% cents a car. 
Lot’s regular scale is two bits. 

In addition to the two features 
only other item of entertainment on 
the Southtown bill is a newsreel, 
with changes all around slated for 
once a week. Big problem here will 
be the product sources, if the full 
week policy doesn’t pan out. Both 
the Stratford and Englewood are 
operating on the split-change plan, 
with the headache for each of these 
spots aggravated even now by 
limited product resources. 

With the parking space included, 
the latest B & K showplatz develop- 
ment is sprawled over an area equal 
to the average city block. As a 
piece of architectural designing, 
planning and decorating, the South- 
town ratés in the artistic scale be- 
low such B & K neighborhood 
flashes as the Uptown and the Tiv- 
oli. To the discriminating eye, the 
drab, barnlike exterior of the 63rd 
street affair will loom up, from the 
aesthetic angle, as not so good. 

Theatre was constructed on the 
Spanish mission motif, incorporat- 
ing a campanile tower rising to a 
height of 175 feet and featuring an 
illuminated metal beacon at the 
apex, creating a flash that can be 
seen for miles. Each side of the 
tower has the Southtown lettering 
strung downward. Outstanding fea- 
ture of the high and spacious grand 
lobby is a decorative pool or aquar- 
ium measuring 45 by 20 feet. 

From the vision angle the audito- 
rium is perfectly laid out, with 
screen distortion practically elimi- 
nated from almost every point on 
either of the two floors. Flat-ceil- 
inged, the decorative scheme here is 
limited to magenta or green-lit 
niches and coves, with an occa- 
sional piece of statuary. 

Initial bill’s screen features were 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) and ‘His 
Woman’ (Par). Odec. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 


In ‘Reflection’ Idea, Larry Ceballos 
has turned out one of the neatest 
units carrying the Fanchon & Marco 
label. With class in production and 
talent, it should score in the major 
spots and rate gasps in the prov- 
inces. 

Padded with Roscoe Ates and Gin- 
ger Rogers for the New Year’s week 
flash here, the unit has plenty for 
the road without those two names. 
Miss Rogers is just getting close to 
her public for one week, but Ates is 
breaking in a new act for an east- 
ern route with RKO. 

Presentation lists Tut Mace, acro- 
batic dancer; Grauman, Hess and 
Valee, tap dancers, and Claudia 
Coleman, character comedienne. 
Specialty talent shortage will never 
be missed. 

Line girls, the best group F. & M. 
has sent out, are all lookers. They 
work three routines—a tap for the 
opening with half the line repre- 
senting images in a mirror, while 
the other half work in front of the 

















TRANSLUX 


Strictly a magazine program, but 
an interesting assortment, with a 
few exceptions. One of these is the 
most bold-faced declaration by a 
Filipino yet heard from the Philip- 


pines. It is that the U. S. must 
grant the islands absolute inde- | 
pendence or else the tiny continent 
will resort to trade reprisals, a la 
India. 

Denouncement of bear raiding is 


made in an interview with the head 
of the New York Stock Exchange. | 

Laugh of the program is prompted | 
by a travesty on the Lenz-Culbert- 
son contest among inmates of the 
New York Hebrew home. The old- 
timers are natural actors and when 
they resort to vituperation, every 
one in the house is rocking. 

That Paramount cameraman who 
made such a hit in his debut as a 
‘nance’ is revived by Pathe in an- 
other locale this week. At the baby 
hospital he is shown going through 
his prattle. Not a giggle this time, 
though, 

Some 
sports, 


more 
Berlin 


of Gandhi, winter 

beauties, English fox 
hunt, Captain 3artlett, Florida’s 
new race track and dogs being 
trained for the Olympics. Waly. 


EMBASSY 


Well balanced and entertaining 
program although containing noth- 
ing spectacular in the strict news 
sense. Youngsters are featured in 
eight of the clips. From playing 
with lion cubs, the tiny tots sing 
for Florida Indians or play models. 
The Presidents in the U. S. and 
France play Santa. Hoover is on the 
receiving end since American news- 
boys present him with a gift. 

An exceptional camera study of 


children’s faces is offered in a com- 
parison between expressions of 
French and German youngsters 
watching the same show. 


Senator Johnson is getting heavy 
applause for his general broadside 
against European leniency. Senator 
Capper, following him in the pro- 
gram, is at the disadvantage of be- 
ine forced to do an echo. 

A Chicago judge shows 
went into the underworld and got 
evidence which resulted in 150 are- 
rests. When he slips a cap over his 
eye and talks about law enforce- 
ment there is a greater audience 
tendency to laugh than cry. 
Incidentally this. is the first week 
in a month that the Embassy hasn't , 
been plugging the Roxy. 

The library is used for Hawaii 
volcano shots. That wall of lava 
moving into the ocean can be used 
over and over again. It is one of 
those subjects commanding inter- 
est regardless of how many times 
fans have viewed it. 

Lake Placid is getting more foote- 
age than Florida. Three of the cur- 
rent clips have to do with its win- 
ter sports. 

Both news theatres give 
review of news highlights of 1931. 
At the Luxer Universal gets the 
credit, the previous week having 
been claimed by Paramount. The 
Chinese envoy at Washington gives 
his version to all of the reels on 
the Manchurian situation. Missis- 
sippi flood, navy boxers and Italian 
maneuvers are among the subjects 
seen at both houses. 


how he 


another 


Embassy leads off its program 
with what is described as New 
Year’s Eve in Havana. Interior 


might have been that of any night 

club in any ctiy. Havana girl 

chorus allowed too much footage. 
Waly. 





frame. Later they do a toe routine 
with nothing intricate but excep- 
tionally smooth. Finale is a gasper, 
with the entire stage dressed in 
chromium plate and the stage floor, 
sloping from the foots to the back, 
covered in the same material. Girls 
dance on this sloping platform with 
a trick lighting arrangement throw- 
ing their images to the sides, back 
and top of the stage. For a picture 
house audience it’s a great novelty, 
and even in revues the idea hasn't 
been worked so elaborately. 

Grauman, Hess and Valee, two 
boys and a girl, follow the line’s 
opening, working in ‘one.’ Tap two 
numbers to good returns. High 
spot is a slow-motion fight by the 
boys, with the girl on the sideline. 
Could have encored. 

Tut Mace, ace acro dancer with 
much s. a., is the money. Girl is 
the daughter of a local physician 
and has been spotted in a number 
of productions hereabouts. Her con- 
trol high kicks give a lot of the girls 
something to shoot at. On twice, 
she does a mild adagio with an un- 
programmed man. Later she re- 
turns for her kicking in a white 
dress with a lace bodice that dis- 
plays more than the admission price 
warrants, She’s an eye-opener for 
the boys. 

Claudia Coleman does three im- 
personations—a shop girl, society 
dame and a drug clerk. Working 
in ‘one’ in front of a black drop, the 
blonde lady looks like a million. 
Something new, her type of work, 
for F. & M., and it scores. 

Miss Rogers works with a piano 
player and sings two numbers. One 
from her first picture, ‘Young Man 
of Manhattan,’ and the other a 
medley of numbers from ‘Girl 
Crazy.’ Latter means nothing, as in 
the main it is an imitation of Willie 


Howard imitating Chevalier and 
Jolson, Out here Howard is un- 
known. Miss Rogers could routine 


her personal appearance better, as 
she failed to impress and hada hard 
time taking one bow. 

Roscoe Ates, with his daughter 
Dorothy (New Acts), just pleased 
and no more after an elaborate in- 
troduction by the orchestra leader. 
Ates needs better material than he 
has if he intends to sell himself on 
the ‘screen star’ angle as announced. 

Sam Jack Kaufman led the pit 
band through ‘St. Louis Blues’ with 
plenty of inane mugging. Out of 
keeping with the unit’s general 
class. 

‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) the fea- 
ture. Metrotone News, Silly Sym- 
phony and ‘Stung,’ ‘Liberty’ maga- 
zine short story, fill. Business fair 
Wednesday night, opening. Call, 


ENRIGHT, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 

East Liberty’s big deluxer is get- 
ting its first taste of vaude and how 
the policy will go in a nabe spot 
remains to be seen. Seems some- 
what of a mistake in a house that 
has always made much of person- 
alities, particularly m.c.’s and even 
bandsmen and chorus gals. 

Return to talent here isn’t exact- 
ly of the management’s own voli- 
tion. Even before the musicians’ 
strike, which came to a close last 
week after three months, the En- 





right had been operating under a 


straight picture policy, second runs 
on a split-week. Had been megying 
dough, too, and more than thrd@r a 
presentation policy. However, with 
RKO’s Sheridan Square, a block and 
a half away, going vaudfilm, the En- 
right was forced into the policy, al- 
though a wiser stunt might have 
been the resumption of presenta- 
tions instead of the present layout. 

No getting away from the fact 
that Pittsburgh is a presentation 
town. That appears to hold par- 
ticularly true at this nabe site, 
where Dick Powell, now m.c. at the 
downtown Stanley, was literally 
nurtured into a citywide fav. May- 
be it’s just the unfamiliarity of 
seeing a band in the pit here and a 
succession of ‘in ones’ and ‘full’ that 
makes the vaudfilm policy register 
as out of place. 

Present policy continues with sec- 
ond run pictures on a split week 


and the five act bills likewise 
changing twice weekly. Current 
layout isn’t any too hot.. Audience, 


used to the fast moving m.c. type 
of show, found itself out of tune 
with the vaude routine and every- 
thing, save for tne closing act, laid 
a sizable egg. 

Chevalier Brothers open acrobati- 
cally, although boys missed plenty 
of tricks at the first night show and 
wound up in sultry fashion. Kay 
Hamilton, a singing single with ac- 
companist, showed nothing new 
with Harry Howard Co. following. 
Howard's act, a feeble hodge-podge 
of freak stooges and a dog, fared 
pretty badly. 

Next to closing Primrose Semon 
brought along a partner, Blanche 
Saure, and the usual two-girl act 
had their ups and downs and most- 
ly downs. Dave Genaro and his 
Youngsters of Yesterday wound up 
and sure-fire. The gray haired old- 
timers got them. 

Picture ‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) 
and biz not to heavy at this per- 
formance, although house was rap- 
idly filling as the second night romp 
approached, Cohen, 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 2. 

Among other resolutions for the 
new year it seems the Oriental has. 
adopted an experimental policy. 
Maybe the ‘Girl Grazy’ venture of 
a couple of weeks ago has some- 
thing to do with this. At any rate 
it afforded Walter O’Keefe the op- 
portunity of finding out what he 
looks like as a picture house m. ec. 

B&K spread it on thick, for 
O’ Keefe, hailing him as new Ana, in 
person, etc., etc. From a local per- 
spective O’Keefe is unfamiliar ex- 
cept for his presence in the ‘Third 
Little Show’ a while back. As for 
being billed ‘in person’ that’s just 
another slight exaggeration com- 
mon to publicity departments, 
O’Keefe’s only connection with the 
screen was in a song writing capac- 
ity. His floor show style, if that’s 
what it was, somehow didn't click 
on the Oriental stage. 

For this house it’s strictly vo-deo- 
do and the less smart the material 
is the better received. Oriental pat- 
ronage, which for this week any- 
way, took in a flock of kids, with 
schools out, didn’t relish subtle wise 








(Continued on page 62) 
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Stratford, Chicago 


(Continue¢c from page 38) 


ence here, and will no doubt do 
better when he gets closer to the 
crowd. 

Rest of the turns have been 
around town so often in the past 
ew months that they must have 
layed every barber shop and beau- 
y parlor and probably repeated on 
everal of them. It’s a sad yarn the 
iocal bookers are sobbing, yelping 
the old story about the shortage of 
material. This time, say the pencil- 
vielders, it’s the genuine thing; 
they state it’s never been so tight 
before. They’re booking’ turns 
they’ve never seen. Much of it is 
now hit-or-miss booking; the prob- 
em is no longer to get a well-bal- 
lanced show, but only to get a show. 

Acts can’t be blamed for having 
scooted this burg in the past year; 
it was a starvation locale. But now 
that the town is opening up once 
more there's likely to be an influx 
of performers to the loop. 

Opening the outlay were Larimer 
and Hudson, standard bike turn, de- 
livering a successful routine of free 
wheeling and easy circus clowning. 
For the herd of kids in for the after- 
100n show it was like an extra dish 
ff ice cream. Fulton and Parker 
rot a quiet quota of laughs on a 

uiet delivery. Their restraint 
cted against them in this large- 
seater, being heard with difficulty 
long the rear rows. Another well- 
nowner were the Six Brown Broth- 
rs, the saxotet selling their toot- 
ng comfortably and pleasantly for 
his audience. Al Abbott was next- 
io-closing with an orgy of small 
town caricatures, but managed to 
squeeze a Chinaman, a narcissy and 
a Swiss yodeling bit into the home- 
town characterizations. Went away 
with the audience in his hands. 
Watson then brought his stooge on 
for a cornet solo, and the stooge, 
known only as Bud, stole the after- 
noon completely, forcing the follow- 
ing act to come on without the 
benefit of the Watson announce- 
ment, which was buried in the rain 
of mitt-smacking. 

In the final sluf were the six kids 
of the Chinese Kiddie Revue, who 
with songs and dances repeated the 
nsyllMing clicks of the preceding 
urns, In all it was an afternoon 
ff cheer for these vaude-men, since 

ractically everything in the reg- 
ilar line-up stirred this audience. 

The returns, both at the box office 
ind inside, may convince the War- 
.er Office of the efficacy of vaude in 
his district. They were not too 
anxious to go vaude here, being im- 
pelled into the flesh by the lack of 
sufficient picture product. Since the 
advent of the Southtown which has 
xobbled up the majority of the ace 

ickers, the Stratford is left with 
-he Warner product as its sole main 
support, not enough for double fea- 
.ures, its former policy. Feature 
here was ‘Ruling Voice’ (WB), 
which didn’t play a major loop 
house, 

Though it is vaudeville that is 
the main enticement at this house, 
the press department is again com- 
mitting the dismal error of other 
press departments by merely stat- 
ing ‘vaudeville’ and not bothering 
.o list the names of all the acts in 
all ads. If the press department 

-oesn’t think that a vaude bill is 
vorthy of newspaper space, the 

ublic will always think that the 

aude bill is then not worth seeing. 
_uecessful exhibitors using vaude 
aave always made it a rule to ad- 
vertise the name of every act on 
he bill, no matter how small or 
unknown that act may be. _ It’s 
sound salesmanship. Gold, 

ACADEMY 

Quite some time now that this big 
lox 14th streeter has been getting 
its share of biz and better every 
week, Maybe it’s the show or may- 
be the price or- the two, Certainly 
nobody can ask a bigger or better 
slice of entertainment than is hand- 
ed out currently. James Dunn in 
person, two vaude acts of standard 
calibre, Fanchon and Marco’s ‘Cir- 
cus Days Idea,’ feature film ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox), three short film sub- 
jects and a newsreel. Not to men- 
tion Sol Klein’s pitmen with their 
eo overture. For a 25-65c 
nick, 

Quality of this week’s layout is 

‘nite high, too. Dunn (New Acts) 

3 perhaps not entertainment to 

ave about, but his name evidently 

neans something in the indoor ball 
varks. He was received here with 

a terrific bombardment of applause 
and had a tough time leaving. 

Dunn is given a walk-on build-up 
by rton Beck from the previous 
act h Beck coming back for some 
more clowning. Virginia Bacon 
opens the layout with a nine-person 
flash, which includes six girls. Pret- 
ty good material, although looks 
wrong preceding an F. & M. Idea. 
As it turns out there are no gals 
in the F. and M. thing, so it’s oke. 

Ed and Morton Beck do their 
usual singing act to good results. 
Boys have really strong voices, and 
know how to use them. 

‘Circus Days’ is about what the 
title indicates, Stage is set in a 
one-ring circus piece, with Hooper, 
of Hooper and Gatchet, spieling as 
a ringmaster. Lillian St. Leons, 
‘lassy bareback rider; Nelson’s ele- 
v*hants; gag riding business with 
ids from the audience invited to 
‘y; the Saytons, hand-to-hand | 





boys, and Bee Starr, rope worker, 
fill out. 

Most of it is pretty good, espe- 
cially for this type of naborhooder 
with beaucoup youngsters in the 
audience, Kauf. 





JEFFERSON 


With ‘Frankenstein’ (U) the first 
half, the booking office cut one act 
off the bill. Seven acts instead of 
the customary eight. House also did 
four performances Saturday, one 
more than usual. 

Vaude layout weak. The one sock 
act in the bill was ‘Ballyhooligans’ 
(New Acts), No. 2. 

Frances, Harry and Fernando 
(New Acts) opened. Straight danc- 
ing turn with an acrobatic and 
adagio finish. Will J. Kennedy, No. 
3, with his old turn. It revolves 
around his attempts to get into 
jail. Three men and two girls assist. 
Berkes and Sully (New Acts) fol- 
lowed with a comedy turn a little 
above par, but unoriginal. Douglas 
Wright (New Acts) just a fair turn 
in which the comic mannerisms of 
a prop horse, played by two men, 
make the act. Two girls and a boy 
assist. 

George Givot appeared to have 
some difficulty warming up, but 
came through toward the finish and 
bowed out to a good hand. Patter 
is tepid, imitations being the meat. 
Some of his impersonations, espe- 
cially his gag Mae West, contain 
lines blue enough to make the Irv- 
ing Place burlesque theatre, one 
Llock up the street. 

St. George Duo (New Acts) closed 
with a four-minute trick reller 
skating turn. 


86TH STREET 


Marquee and lobby billing make 
the show look almost stag, with 
names of three men, singles, and one 
mixed team. The show itself, of 
course, is nothing of the sort, there 
being a plentiful sprinkling of petti- 
coats— well, femmes, anyhow — 
through the program. 

Style of billing strikes one as 
faulty salesmanship, especially for 
this neighborhooder. The boys of 
the block might be given some sort 
of magnet, even if only the hint of 
femininity. Even the women might 
back away from three solo men en- 
tertainers on a four-act bill. ! 
It’s a curious sample of lobby dis- 
play. Four men are named and one 
woman, femme partner of Betty and 
Jerry Browne, but an appreciable 
portion of the actual entertainment 
is provided by quite a group of lady 
stooges, nameless in the billing, but 
by no means inglorious in the play- 
ing of the show. 

Once inside examination of the 
house program (try to examine a 
program in a vaudefilm amphithea- 
tre Hight!) discloses that the open- 
ing act has, besides Johnny Tyrell, 
Helen Tejan and the Three Rhythm 
Girls (New Acts), but you have to 
await the appearance of the other 
acts to learn that Charlie Hill has a 
woman foil, introduced from the 
stage as Laura Hoff, and the closing 
act of Bob Hope has a trim blonde 
girl, who helps greatly in putting 
over the monologist’s gags. 

Anyhow, as constituted the show 
plays nicely, principally on the 
strength of its comedy values, the 
four-acter being solid laugh mate- 
rial and mostly clean-cut specialty. 
It plays briskly, thanks to nicely 
spotted song and dance, and all four 
turns are on and away in less than 
15 minutes each, Tyrell works like 
a practiced trouper, but does not ap- 
pear in ‘Variety’s’ files. Sightly girl 
flash of five dancing maids starts 
bill off in lively fashion. 

Betty and Jerry Browne appro- 
priately spotted No. 2 for their talk 
xchange of straight man and dumb- 
bell comedienne, following the com- 
edy technique of Burns and Allen, 
although using none of their actual 
material. 

Charlie Hill has developed a dis- 
tinctive comedy style of his own, 
with a mild eccentric get-up and a 
suave line of appropriate gags, run- 
ning through a piano specialty built 
around the similarity of current 





popular numbers with old-time 
standards. Not new, but well laid 
out here. Midway of the act he 


introduces his foil, a buxom brunet 
sedately garbed in black and white 
grande dame street dress, which 
somehow gives her the perfect set- 
ting for her stooge foiling. Climax 
of the turn is the woman’s revela- 
tion of a clear high soprano, masked 
at first by comic discords. 

Bob Hope starts alone, but gath- 
ers to himself numerous assistants 
as he proceeds. Hope works almost 
straight but with a faint sugges- 
tion of the awkward ‘patsy’ type, a 
style that gives point to his funni- 
ments. In an exchange of talk with 
the gir] later he shrewdly gives the 
gag line to the girl, taking the sock 
of the repartee upon himself. This 
is as it should be and almost never 
is with men singles. He opens not 
so smartly with a revival of the old 
Frank Tinney leader-gag line, and 
for his finish introduces a boob 
comic saxophone player, who croons 
through a megaphone in a Vallee 
travesty, with interruptions from 
two plants in boxes across the house 
from each other. Four helpers, thus, 
in this ‘single,’ but for the 86th 
Street a laughing gale. 

House just short of capacity this 
rainy Saturday afternoon, the mag- 
net being ‘Erankenstein’ (U). 





Rush. 


HIPPODROME 


No theatre is free from the effects 
of depression, but at the biggest 


combination spot in the country it 
is probably less noticed than any- 
where else. Even the traditional 
pre-Christmas inroads on box of- 
fices didn’t make it tough for the 
house through that period. And 
over that, the new year seems to 
be starting right. 

Occasionally a picture with box 
office meaning, with all of those on 
second run here, fills more than the 
average seats, but the difference is 
seldom much. Hip has its own 
crowds, with whom the house and 
its long show of film and eight acts 
has become a habit. They come 
regularly. 

And over here more children are 
brougkt in than in most downtown 
theatres, whether straight picture 
or vaude film. Kids like a lot of 
show, even if not topnotch, and they 
also like the sight stuff with which 
each bill is spiced. Currently there’s 
both a gymnastic and a roller- 
skating turn in addition to a dog 
act. Curiously enough, that type of 
attraction seems to do the best, even 
considering the handicaps talk is 
up against on coming in here. 


Picture is ‘Plonde Crazy’ (WB) 
with James Cagney. Doubtless it’s 
doing more drawing than some 


booked in on second run, with Sat- 
urday afternoon attendance near to 
capacity on the lower floor, includ- 
ing loges. Nasty weather another 
b.o. break that day. 

While the Hip is a favorite spot 
to place many new acts to a test, 
some on showings for RKO, this 
week there isn’t a fresh one among 
the eight. Show on whole not up 
to value of some that have even 
been well littered with new turns, 
but it has a lot of variety, enjoys 
fair balance and at no time lays 
down very low. 

Choice spot, next to last, holds 
George Givot who’d be No. 2 in 
other RKO combinations. Though 
a personality lad, carrying some 
fairly good talk and doing various 
impersonations in song, he never 
quite reaches desired strength for a 
next to closer, Ahead is Gloria 
Foy, with her novelty flash. It’s 
not the type of act for penultimate, 
but it holds. 

The Lee girls, Jane and Kather- 
ine, also make a strong bid for the 
top spot. If they leaned a little 
more to comedy, perhaps they'd 
make the next to shut. Jane dis- 
tinctly has a flair for comedy and 
in a minor way proves herself hu- 
morous. The girls personably sell 
several song numbers but what one 
remembers about the act are the 
comedy touches. The Lee twain 
held fifth, but failed to elicit more 
than a medium palm. 

With Mangean’s Internationals, 
teeter board troupe, second, Bobby 
May, otherwise the logical selec- 
tion for that position, followed 
them, third. His is a smart little 
juggling turn in which he’s assisted 
by a plant, at first working from 
the pit. May did 12 minutes and 
then came back for an encore, let- 
ting his plant do a tap dance. Why? 
There’s plenty of room ahead for 
that dance, which shouldn’t take the 
place of May’s slick juggling for 
the finish. 

Heller and Riley, mixed team in 
talk and songs, were fourth and 
did fairly. Chatter works up a few 
laughs and is well sold, but sock 
of the act lies in the singing by 
Miss Heller. She has a nice so- 
prano and sells her numbers effec- 
tively. 

Hector with his flock of terriers 
and spitzes opens the show okay. 
Johnny Dove and his three skater 
compatriots end it. Dove’s acro- 
batic routines on the rollers put the 
appeal into his turn. That blind- 
fold leg-chained twirl, especially 
announced, is tame. Far better to 
announce some of the acrobatic 
stuff, if anything’s to be eget. 

ar. 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 2. 

Not a turn on the current stanza’s 
set-up that can be guaranteed to 
set them on fire, and that includes 
the now slightly subdued Helen 
Kane, but as a seep they make up 
a neat and satisfying package of 
post-holiday entertainment. Initial 
session moved sluggishly, but the 
slack here was of a genre that could 
easily be taken up with another run- 
off or two. Healthy week for the 
house’s exchequer appears in pros- 
pect, if the substantial holdout at 
the first performance meant any- 
thing. ‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) on 
the screen. 

Lots of s. a. and looks spotted 
practically all through the bill. 
Smart and colorful costuming usu- 
ally goes hand in hand with a pro- 
fusion of looks, and there are enough 
examples of the dressmakers’ art on 
this layout to pique the femme at- 
tention and also make up for a 
marked lack of backgrounds. 

Opening niche turned out a cinch 
for the Bernice and Emily turn. 
Staircase number alone sufficed to 
register them solidly all around and 
rate them high among dancing acts 
of their type. Deft pair of steppers 
they have supporting them in Wally 
Crisham and Lee Murray, with the 
latter particularly shining brightly 
in an inebriate eccentric on the 
staircase. 





In Fred Sanborne and Judson 





a 








Cole, who shared the deuce spot, is 
represented the merger of a sleight- 
of-hand and a xylophone act, with 
the best features of each retained 
to make a highly diverting 10 min- 
utes. Amalgamation is still in need 
of lots of smoothing out, but the 
laugh results between them at this 
show convinced that a happy future 
is in store for this odd partnership. 

After a couple of her Boop-a- 
Doop numbers, Helen Kane switched 
to an attempt at dramatic song 
weaving that proved utterly beyond 
her ken. Latter, if anything, served 
to cut down on the ovation coming 
to her on the walkoff. For an encore 
she tossed off a medley of some of 
the hit numbers associated with her 
lisping style of warbling, and gar- 
nered enough of a response here to 
indicate that the girl packs a goodly 
amount of her old ‘give-it-to-em, 
baby,’ and box-office inveiglement. 

Steady popping of the laughs in 
the next spot, filled by Eddie Stan- 
ley and an unbilled looker. Latter 
knew how to feed them to him, and 
Eddie showed his old knack for un- 
limbering a lot of the old ones. But 
no matter how old they were, they 
were still surefire here. A clever 
eomic who knows his audience and 
what to perk them up with when the 
proceedings begin to lag. For good 
measure the partner regaled an all- 
Eddie Stanley audience with a 
clever take-off of Miss Kane, an- 
other of Ethel Waters, now at the 
Garrick here. 

Heavy sprinkling of kids at this 
show, and the next spasm was all 
Pepito’s. Adults seemed to get an 
equal kick out of the clown, with the 
giggles swelling on the entry of the 
pooch in a cow get-up. Special bou- 
quet of applause went to Pepito’s 
frizzly-haired contortionist, Juanita, 

Odec. 


KEDZIE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 2. 

Once more this well-worn audi- 
torium turns on the glims with the 
band playing and the acts strutting. 
This chalks up the second occasion 
this season of an attempt to pump 
back vaude in this old split week. 
Initial experiment some months ago 
withered like a fish in a frying pan 
after three brutal days, closing with 
a bang when the realtor angel flew 
back to real estate after three ses- 
sions. 

Basic trouble with the No. 1 try 
was that the promoters had billion- 
aire ideas and short purses. They 
ruined themselves from the hop- 
off with several amazingly brutal 
errors in handling shows and audi- 
ence. They ran two shows nightly, 
at 6:30 and 9:30, but the shows 
didn’t run three hours. This forced 
much of fhe audience to sit for 
many long minutes, staring into 
space, between vaude shows, for 
t ere no picture to fill the intervals. 

Present operator, Ace Cohn, has 
better chances for getting estab- 
lished. For he at least has no ideas 
about making a million dollars 
overnight or being a second Roxy. 
He'll be satisfied with a fair take. 
He’s a show business man from way 
back and knows the angles of op- 
erating cheaply for a cheap crowd, 
as now inhabits the west side re- 
gion surrounding the Kedzie. 

At the flukey first attempt at the 
Kedzie the tariff was up to 60c on 
matinees; and they wondered why 
nobody came around to see the 
show. Cohn is remembering the 
neighborhood and the times. He 
has the house scaled like the show 
business of many years ago; 10, 20 
and 30. It’s 30c in the orchestra, 
20c upstairs and a dime for the kids 
anywhere. 

Cohn has afternoon shows on Sat- 
urday and Sunday only, on which 
occasions he delivers three perform- 
ances daily. Regularly, he runs two 
shows nightly. Changes acts on 
Thursday and Sunday; on Wednes- 
day night the house ‘previews,’ add- 
ing two or three turns to the regu- 
lar five. House is booked locally by 
Dick Hoffman at RKO. 

Major idea behind the entire ven- 
ture is strict economy all down the 
line. And because of this cheap- 
ness the house may stand a chance 
to struggle through. Now in its 
second week and reports are that 
everybody is still satisfied. 

One of the big obstacles here is 
the absence of feature films. Owner 
of the house operates the Kedzie 
Annex theatre next door with double 
features and wouldn’t lease this spot 
to anyone for pictures. Cohn has, 
however, secured the right to run 
shorts and appears to be getting by 
capably with them. It is to his ad- 
vantage that all other houses in the 
district are running double features 
and therefore not using shorts. To 
the end that shorts are something 
of a novelty at present in this 
sector. 

Averaging about five shorts, all 
run off in a batch, and displaying 
a varied list from comedies to 
©-enics. This small afternoon house 
appeared to enjoy them, especially 
the minors who haven't seen slap- 
stick shorts in some time. 

As for the show on the stage, it 
is in line with the admission price. 
The smaller family time probably 
gives the best pictures. Five acts, 
all of whom have been around town 
before. And all but one held up 
well with the mob out front. 

Opening were West, Lake and 
Hane, a pair of straight hoofers 
and a comedy femme impersonator. 
The impersonator, who is usually 
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Hollywood 
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play, Bartlett Cormack having dra. 
matized the novel. 








Fox-West Coast is in the unusual 
positior of filing for a mechanic's 
lien foreclosure on its own house, 
the Westwood Village. F-WC had 
taken a sub-contract from the con- 
struction company to decorate the 
house. 





Convertible Man 
When there was a bear market 
in Spanish versions, Luis Alonzo 
changed his name to Paul Ellis. 
When he got a job in Columbia's 
Spanish ‘Men in Her Life,’ he be- 
came Alonzo again. 





Hollywood correspondent of the 
Tokio ‘Nichi Nichi’ tried to get 
statements from picture names on 
the Manchurian situation. Studios 
sat on him in a hurry to keep celebs 
from committing diplomatic faux 
pas. 





Norman A. Bailie will represent 
James Cruze Productions, and Ben 
Cc. Cohen will speak for Tiffany as 
arbitrators in the Cruze-Tiff miff. 

Dorothy Fletcher and Irene Kuhn 
promoted from junior to senior 
writers at Fox. 


No ‘Screenland’ Weekly 
Weekly fan mag which Screen- 
land Publishing Co. contemplated is 
off. Elizabeth Goldbeck, who was 
to be ed, goes to the staff of the 
monthly. 








On the shelf since July, when 
Joan Bennett was injured, ‘She 
Wanted a Millionaire’ starts again 
at Fox today (Monday). Seven 
days’ work remain, 





U on Cop Futility 
Futile job of the cops in attempt- 
ing to curb crime will be pictured 
in Universal’s ‘Radio Patrol,’ which 
Allan Rivkin, P. J. Wolfson and 
Tom Reed are writing. Eddie Cahn 
directs, 





Reed’s Triple 
Florence Pierce. Reed will direct 
and start in her own play, ‘The 
Rainbow's Lining,’ to follow ‘The 
Bandit’ at the Figueroa playhouse. 





Louise’s New Deal 

Instead of optioning Anita Louise 
at $350, Charles Rogers gave her a 
new contract at the same $200 for 
52 weeks, but when actually work- 
ing $250 and when farmed out $350. 
Radio took over the 14-year-old 
girl’s contract and has it up for 
court approval, 


Col. Biz Mgr. Out 
Walter Stern, biz megr., is one of 
Columbia's budget  parings. Ga. 
Sampson, comptroller, takes over 
the title and shares its duties with 
Sam Briskin. 





Marcus’ Indie 
Gene Marcus, ex-Philly exchange 
man, igs now an indie producer, 
Started his first of a series of weste 
erns last week with Buffalo Bill, Jr., 
featured. Trade name, Principal 
Attractions. 


Co-Directors Off 

Co-directors on a falling market 
at Fox. Harold Schuster and Sam- 
uel Godfrey removed from their 
first assignment, and John Blystone 
to direct 
stead. Bert Sebell and J. M. Ker- 
rigan had the same experience with 
— Bandit,’ Al Werker supersed- 
ng. 








U Sues Beaton 
Welford Beaton, picture reviewer, 
appears as a producer in a suit 
against him for $8,392 leasing 
charges by Universal. Bill is for a 
two-reel Ken Duncan picture he 
made last May. 





Brown’s Legit 
Joe E. Brown is rehearsing an- 
other show for Henry Duffy, ‘Square 
Crooks,’ to open at the Alcazar, San 
Francisco, next week. Isabel With- 
ers and Jason Bobards also in it. 





good for his quota of laughs, spoiled 
things this time by announcing his 
burlesqued bits beforehand as bur- 
lesques. Hoofers themselves are 
smooth rhythm workers and man- 
aged the great weight of the turn. 
Meyer and Nolan, who return to 
town after some months, took plenty 
of laughs and bows. This man and 
woman comic team hasn't changed 
its routine at all and still grabs the 
giggles mainly on the lady’s avoir- 
dupois gags. 

Low spot of the line was the 
Bradford Revue, four person danc- 
ing arrangement. Amateurish 
throughout. Chick Thomas, whose 
act is almost word-for-word the 
routine of the other soldier mono- 
logist, Johnny Burke, was an easy 
next-to-closing cinch for the low 
rumbles. For the comedy talk, 
plenty of results, but he still has 
to figure out a better finish than 
that fake musical bit. 

Four Cards closed with an assort- 
ment of tumbling and teeter-board 
work, Their youth and clean-cut 
flash give them a neat advantage, 
and as they better their routine and 





timing should wind up with a 
standard acrobatic turn. Gold. 
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Numerals la son 


Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (JAN. 9) 
THIS WEEK (JAN. 2) 


nection with bills below Ind:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 








yew YORK CITY 

Palace (9) 
Buck & Bubbles 
Han Halperin 
(Others to fill) 

(2) 
ms 
rdin 

Siamond Boys 
Barry & Whitledge 


Trini 





4 Spiders & a Fly 
2a half (13-15) 

Robinson Rev 

(2) 
Frances Harry & F 
Dumbsters 
Kennedy Co 
Johnnie Berkes 
Douglas Wright Co 
Geo Givot 
St George Skaters 














JACK POWELL 


Serving Syncopation 


“SURE TWO” 


Satisfy Say 
LEDDY 4& SMITH 














Sylvia Froos 
Marx Bros 
Chester 

ist haif (9-12) 
M Douglas Co 
Street Singer 
Clifford & Marion 
(One to fill) 

2a half (13-156) 
Sylvia & Clements 
Nell Kelly 
Powers & Wallace 
Jim McWilliams 
Young China 


(2) 
DeW'lf Mete’lf & F 
Roxy La Rocca 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Bill Telaak Co 
Donatella Bros Co 
Coliseum 
ist half (9-12) 
Mandy Randolph 
Bob Hope 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (13-16) 
Marion Eddy 
Benny Rubin 
(Two to fill) 
(2) 
D White Co 
Moss & Frye 
Nan Halperin 
4 Ortons 








Royal 

ist haif (9-12) 
Wayne Co 
Holt & Turi 
Kennedy Co 
R E Keane 
Olsen & Bingham 

2d half (13-16) 
Smith Co 
Gresham & Blake 
Fred Pisano 
Foley & LaTour 


Mildred Morine Co 
(2) 


Markell & Faun 
King Co 
Petticoats & Pants 
Paul Mall 
Sullys 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (9) 
Hunter & Percival 
(Three to fill) 
(2) 
5 Elgins 


Reilly Kids 
Ruth Roye 
Mero Orch 
Flushing 

ist half (9-18) 
Earl Sande 
Percelain Romance 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Tapps Co 








HARRY SAVOY 
SMILE SPREADERS 
Care of LEDDY & SMITH 








86th St. 
ist half (9-12) 


John Steele 
Harlemania 


24 half (13-16) 
Gloom Chasers 
Porcelain Romance 
(Three to fill) 


(2) 
J Tyrell Co 
B & J Brown 
Hilt & Hoffman 
B Hope Co 


am 

Ist half (9-12) 
Marion Eddy 
Benny Rubin 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (13-16) 
Btreet Singer 


Bob Hope 
(Two to fill) 
(2) 


J Gwynne Co 
BSybilla Bowhan 
Gus Shy Co 
Barto & Mann 
Franklin 
lst half (9-12) 
@ Danwills 
Bentell & Gould 
Lewis Mack Co 





John Steele 
Harlemania 
Bobby May 
Stewart & Lash 


(2) 
Phylis Rae 8 


Neal Sis 

Millard & Marlin 

Rath Bros 

Johnny Perkins 
Kenmore (9) 

4 Ortons 


Moss & Frye 
Bill Telaak 
Dance Aristocrats 
2a half (6-8) 
June Purlane Co 
Earl Lavier 
Rita Royce Co 
Gloom Chasers 
Madison (9) 
W & G Ahearn 
A & M Havel 
Healy & Cross 
2a half (6-8) 
Dance Aristocrats 
Bertillino 
Douglas Co 
Street Singer 
Hilton & Garron 
Young China 
KRON 


Palace 
Ist half (9-12) 
Heidt Bd 
2a half (13-16) 

















IN IRENE VERMILLION’S 
REVUE KKO INTACT 


NOW 


BEVERLY SISTERS 
Placed by LEDDY & SMITH 

















Earl Faber 
Kate Smith 

24 half (18-16) 
Fine Feathers 
Jay C Flippen 
Kate Smith 
(Two to fill) 


(2) 
Ricco 
Dusky Cadets 
Eddie Hall 
onroe Hopkins 
Farnell Co 
Embassy Rey 


Hippodrome ( 
Ebony Follies 
Dixon & Pal 


Dainty Marie 
Hill & Hoffmaa 
Ussian Revels 
Harry Langdon 

Bonhaire Tr 


(2 
Mangean Tr 
e er hy 
Clyde — 
JS&XK Lee 
Gloria Foy 
Bobby May 
ove Co 
Flash Girls 
efferson 
Ist half (9-12) 
Rogan & Triggwe 
Gloria Foy 
El Cleve 
Hickey Bros 
Chas King 





Harriman & R'ves 
J Mills & Robinson 
Bernice Claire 
Willie West & McG 
2a half (6-8) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Christy & Nelson 
Lee Morse 
Harry Savoy 
ALBANY 
Palace (9) 
Thurston 
2a half (6-8) 
6 Danwills 
Jack Petit & B 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Al Trahan 
ATLANTA 
Keiths (9) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 


(2) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Kary! & Norman 
Harry Burns 

BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (9) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 

Karyl Norman 
Harry — 
) 


( 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 





Runaway 4 


BOSTON 
Keith’s (9) 
James Evans 
Pall Mall 
B & J Brown 
Meroff Bd 


(2) 
Case Bros & Marte 
Rogers & Wynn 
M & A Skelly 
Jim McWilliams 
Borah Minnevitch 

BUFFALO 

Hippodrome (9) 
Kitayamas 
Furman S'rk’y & L 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 

(2) 
Deteregoes 
Iubin Lowry & A 
Lillian Shade 
York & King 
Zelda Bros 
CEDAR RAPIDS 


(9-12) 
Forbes Bros 
Frances Kennedy 
Blackstone 

2d half (13-16) 
Joe Peanuts 
Frank Salerno 
Talent & Merit 
Seiler & Wills 
Webb & Lane 

2a half (6-8) 
A & L Rudack 
Madeline Patrice 
B Waters & 8 
Wilson Bros 





Paul Remos 


Taient & Merit 


Seiler & Wills 
Webb & lane 
2a half (13-16) 


Gilbert Bros 
Sherman & Vaye 
Bob Fisher 
Bernivici Co 
2d half (6-8) 
Forbes Bros 
Frances Kennedy 
Blackstone 
DETROIT 
Hollywood 
ist half (9-12) 
Naro Lockford Co 
Weber & Ray 
(One to fill) 
2a half (13-16) 
Bob Dupont Co 
Madeline Patrice 
Waters & Stone 
2d half (6-8) 
May Joyce 
(Others to fill) 
Keith’s (9) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Geraldine & Joe 
Daphne Pollard 
Sid Marion 
Pollock Co 
(1) 

Bill Robinson Rev 
FORT WAYNE 
Keith’s 
lst half (9-13) 

Karoli Bros 
Gracie Barrie 
Joe Herbert Co 
Rose's Midgets 
GRAND KAPIDS 
Keith’s 
lst half (9-12) 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1569 Broadway 
This Week: Johnny Boyle; Jules Des Vall 





CHICAGO 
Palace (9) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Timblin Co 
Lillian Roth 
Jerome & Grey 
Olivette Co 
(2) 
Bernice & Emily 
Fred Sanborne 
Helen Kane 
Eddie Stanley 
Pepito 
Kedzie 
2d half (7-9) 
Barton’s Melodyl'’d 
Giord & Pearl 
Gus Walero Gang 
Trout & Heff 
McGarry & Dar’n 8 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (9) 
Nelson Fam 
Carl Freed Co 
Derothy Stone 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Rose 
(2) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Timblin Co 
[Allian Roth 
Jerome & Grey 
Olivette Co 


(9) 
Bernice & Emily 
Fred Sanborne 
Helen Kane 
Fddie Stanley 
Pepito 


(2) 
Yong Kam Tr 
Gracie Barry 
J Mills & Robinson 





Heidt Bd 


Dupont Co 
Kerr & Ensign 
lee Morse 
Bergen Co 
Page Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Keith’s (9) 
Billy Stennard 
Raymond Wilbert 
Lytell & Fant 
Rich Co 
Archer & 
Enrico Th 
(2) 
Downey & Claridge 
Mack Harold & B 
Kerr & Ensign 
Peter Higgins 
Summers & Hunt 
Koran 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (9) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Edwards’ Co 
9 
Valerio Co 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
Gracello & Th'dore 
LINCOLN 
Lyric (9) 
(To fili) 


Jackson 
& 


(2) 
Marjorie & June 
Thomas 6 

LOS ANGELES 

Hi'istreet (9) 
Lita Wales 
Delmar Co 

(2) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 








CARNEY 


& JEAN 


LAFFIN’ THRU 


For LEDDY & SMITH 











105th St. (8) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living —_— 
(2) 


Rathburn Co 
Edith 
Dr Rockwell Co 


Rathburn Co 

Edith Bow 

Dr Rockwell Co 
(2) 


Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (9) 
Earl & & B 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy’s Gang 
Lewis & Ames 


(2) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
Cc & J Preisser 
Toto 
DAVENPORT 
Keith’s 
ist half (9-12) 
A & L Rudack 
Madeline Patrice 
Waters & Stone 
Wilson Bros 
Paul Remos 
2a half (13-15) 
Forbes Bros 
Frances Kennedy 
Blackstone 
2a half (6-8) 
Togo & C Blossom 
Derson Co 
Bayes & Speck 
Bedini Co 
Hal Sherman 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (9) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard — & H 
( 


Bob Stickney 
Maker & Redford 
Singer’s Midgets 
DES MOINES 
Keith’s 
ist half (9-13) 
Joe Peanuts 





Frank Saierse 


Billy Glason 
LOUISVILLE 
Keith’s (9) 

A&G Falls 

Edler & Reed Bros 

Olsen & Johnson 

(2) 

Morgan & Stone 

Raymond Wilbert 

May Usher 

Rich Co 

Lander Bros 

Enrico Th’'d're & N 
MADISON 

Keith's 
lst half (9-12) 

G & M Eline 

Gaston Palmer 

Gerber Co 

(Two to fill) 

2d half (13-16) 

Karoli Bros 

Page Co 

Bergen Co 

Peter Higgins 

(One to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 

Les Klicks 

Dalton & Craig 

Ashley Page 

Don Santos & EB 

The Meyakos 

MILWAUKEE 
Keith’s (9) 

Fort’ello & Cirillino 

Hope Vernon 

Marty May 

Anatole’s Co 

Lander Bros 

(7) 

Thomas Co 

Charles Melson 

Teck Murdock Co 

Lee Lee & Lee 

4 Casting Stars 


4 Casting Stars 
Charles Melson 
Teck Murdock 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
(2) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
NASHVILLE 
Keith’s (9) 
Karren Co 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
3 Swifts 
(One to fill) 
(2) 


VARIE TY 


4} 
































Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Edwards’ Co 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (9-12) 
hiardo & Bennett 
Nell Kelly 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
Hilton & Garon 
Shade & Siegal 
(Two to fill) 


2d half (6-8) 
3 Aces 
Howe Leonard & K 


Lewis & Moore 
Hunter & Percival 
Blake Bd 


Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
SIOUX CITY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (9-12) 
Gilbert Bros 
Shermay & Vaye 
Bob Fisher 
Bernivici 
SO. BEND 
Kelth’s (9-12) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Summers & Hunt 
Peter Higgins 
(Two to fill) 
SPRINGE’LD, 
Keith's 
ist half (9-12) 
Togo & C Blossom 


ILL. 











JACK S 


Featured in F. & M. “Manhattan Idea” 


IDNEY 








PHILADELPHIA 
Keith's (9) 
Arnaut Bros 
Lewis & Moore 
Britt Wood 
Harrison & Elmo 
(Two to fill) 

(2) 
Furman Sh’k’y & L 
Powers & Wallace 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Harry Kahne 
Mardo & Bennett 

PORTLAND 
Keith’s (9) 
3 Lordens 


Morgan & Stone 
Swanee & Daly 
Hal Sherman 


ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (8) 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Paul Whiteman 
(1) 
Nelson Fam 
Carl Freed Co 
Dorothy Stone 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Rose 


















































siihiaatieeiainde = 
i MONTREAL 
A & @ Falls Tote el MiOSTORIA, 1. I. Loew's (9) 
Edier & Reed Bros (2) ° Triboro Pallenberg’s Ce 
iptell & Fant °° | christensens Picture Theatres = )| sx: teir"G.ir) | hic *"" 
Harry Holmes Co Ray Hughes & P j Ed O’Rourke Co Miss Patricola 
NEWARK Bernard & Henrie H Bergman Co Welch & Hills 
. — (9) Laurie Co ; =? | Sa : Sone’ Trado Twins Roy 2 Domes Ce 
FRAN NEW YORK CI ‘Cuban Love So (Two to fill) cEW! 
or are poe reagan Py (81) auener 2nd half (13-16) State (9) 
Cen Secs & 2 en ‘Frolics of 19332 — “ Vanderbilt Boys Honey ten 
Johnny Hyman 8 Allison Sis Jimmy Savo ae gy € jorcon 2 Daveys Frank rag e 
Lyons & Snyder Dick Henderson Joyce Coles ; ane . “Bu a Chas Foy Co c arrying an 
Dave Apollon Kramer & Boyle Nicholas Daks ee s +, payee A BALTIMORE (Two LM... Does 
‘EW ORLEANS Rimac’s Orch Carlos Peterson Deagon Pm Century (9) ; PITT: ; 
Keith’s (9 (2) Pasquali Bros Reckless Age Gordon-Reed & K Penn (9) 
" osn's (9) : Hale Girls Michigan (1) F Lightner Co B Davis Co 
Ray lieghes ““ P hg ee ‘Mata Hari’ Don Barcley J Blank Co ROCHESTER 
- = a "aramount (81 Brooke Johns :TO? Loew's (9 
Bernard & Henrie Owen McGivney ‘How ese ; Wilson Keppel & B me G't Nicola ih 
Joe Laurie Co Anger & Fair Bing Crosby Jeannie Lang __,| Kaye & Sayre SYRACUSE 
2.222. 2 2. =D2.2.[2—[=__—_iim—==e i Rid ros ‘Ladies of Big H’se’| Lange & Haley State (9) 
Boswell Sis MILWAUKEE G Carpentier Co finy Town Rev 
AL B O A “~ B E R G aa = Sete Majestic (1) (Two to fill) Donahue & Pal 
WwW David Bines Girls Campbell & Brady CLEVELAND 8 Brown Buddies 
New York Les Angeles Rubino= in | 3 reahmen State (9) WASHINGTON 
“MeCatt Bren-Orsatti ‘Ladies of Big H'se’| Wille & Wilson Ross & Edwards Loew's (9) 
Beef 8464 Sunset Blvd Roxy (31) : J’n't Adler Syn’tors) Rodion Dancers C‘Iton & Ballew _ 
LA. 4-9756 Crestview 3714 r ‘Happy New Year Nelscn & Knight Sanami & Michi C’te Ayres-Rene C: 
; Mills Bros 4 Hass Bros Kitaros Kerns Sis 
= : ———— | Patricia Bowman PHILADELPHIA COLUMBUS Don Howard 
(2) SCHENECTADY Ruth Etting — Fay’s (1) | Ohie (9) YONKERS 
F & E Monroe Keith’s Fred W aring’s Bd Modernistic Rev | Billy House Loew's - 
Jerome Mann ist half (9-12) ‘Delicious Bison City 4 |3 Jacks Ist half (9-12 
Hibbitt & Hartman] Jack Major , BROOKLYN Le Paul " Lea Penman Eddie Miller Co 
Anatole’s Affairs Dave Harris Co Paramount (31) Harry Santley Ce Terry Green Olyn Landick 
OAKLAND How Talkies Are M| ‘Holiday Revels B & J Pearson CO | Thomas Coppe Cc Foy Co 
Keith’s (9) (One to fill) Cab Calloway Orch | Glad Rag Dolls Conrad Nagel (Two to fill) 
Wallace Sis 2a half (13-15) Barto & Mann Jack Janis Co Joan Marsh 2nd half (13-15) 
Bob Nelson 6 Hot Shots Russ Columbo Cameron Co 
Owen McGivney Reynolds & White | Frances Fox C Sharpe & M ——- Oe ee 
Anger & Fair Gloria Foy D & E Barstow Grand (1) 
(2) 2d half (6-8) ‘Ladies of Big H'se’| Sophie Tucker 
Lita Wales Rich Unit CHICAGO Lee 2 Co a 
Loop Ead (2) Manny King Co VraACk, 
| Larimer & Hudson | ‘Possessed’ RGH 
Sweet & Proctor PITTSBURG 
ROBINSON & DeWITT | °°: 5," Damages TOILETRIES 
“Well staged act, pd than seme so-called | Bert Fay Willie West & M 
headliners.’’—Tacoma ‘‘Times.’’ Johnny Special Wally Vernon Co Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
ee Ss ee, She Serkan, See. an tea ee SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 
—~ --- wan — Johnny Cook (Two to fill) Try My Rouge Pomade (Under Rouge), $1.00 
Delmar Co SEATTLE Bob Morris Harrie (1) EE : 
OMAHA Keith’s (9) Jerry Sullivan Primrose Semon JERSEY CITY | Dixie Hamilton 
Keith's (9) Vardell Bros Frances Moore Bobby Rollins Loew's (9) Russell Orch 
Swan Lucille & C Yorke & Goldie Paradise (8) 4 Robeys Bradna's Circus (Three to fill) 
Lassiter Bros B Wells & 4 Fays | Ted Lewis Bd ‘Heaven on Barth’ 
Harrington Sis Emil Boreo Eleanor Brooks Penn (1) 
Herman Timberg (2) Dixie 4 Billy House 
(2) Chas Carrer Snowball Whittier | 3 Jacks Fanchon & Marco 
Aussie & Czech Foy F & Ted Lewis 8 Lea Penman 








in His One 
Week Jan. 9, R 


JEROME MANN 


KO, Atlanta, Ga. 


Dir.:—Bernard Burke, Jack Curtis Office 








Tivoli 
‘Girl Crazy’ 
Gregory Rato 
Vivian Janis 
Frances Upton 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo (1) 
Jans & Whalen 
Evelyn Hoey 
Costello & Leo 
Harrison & Fisher 
‘Ladies of Big H'se’ 


(8) 


Hippodrome (1) 
York & King 
Lillian Shade 
Lubin Larry & A 


Zelda Bros 
De Torreges 
CLEVELAND 
State (1) 
Gt Nicola 


Thomas Coppe 
Terry Green 
‘Mata Hari’ 
Stanley (1) 
Buddy Rogers 
Dick Powell 
Vera Marsh 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Burnett & Clark 
12 Am Steppers 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (1) 
‘Rev of 1932’ 
Joe Wallace 
3 Moderns 
3 Crosby Bros 
Bert Munroe 
Adams Sis 
Walsh & Norton 
4 Serlarneys 
‘Rainbow Trail’ 











Loew 





Boulevard 
Ist half (9-12) 
Roger & Williams 
Williams & Del'ney 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 








AND 


“+HEeECcTOR” 


PALS 


A DOGGY IDEA 
“Let That Airedale Out’’ 








Anita Case 
Brems Fitz @& M 
Ledova 


(2) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 


5 Lelands 

Irving O’Dunn 

Chapelle & Carlton 

Krugle & Robles 

Frank Libuse 

Ruiz & Bonita 
(2) 

3 Orantos 

Cole Bros 

Ada Gordon Co 

Morton & Parks 

Don Zelaya 


ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (9) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 

2 


( 
Van Cello & Mary 
Farrell & Dad 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (9) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Barry & Whitiedge 
Donatella Bros Co 
(Two to a 
( 


5 Lelands 
Irving O’ Dunn 
Chapelle & Carlton 











~ IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


DIAMOND 











Dir., 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 





Living Jewels 
ROCKFORD, 
Keith’s 
Ist half (9-12) 
Les Klicks 
Dalton & Craig 
Ashley Page 
Don Santos & BEB 
The Meyakos 
SACRAMENTO 
Piaza 


(9) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
(2) 


3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 


Krugle & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
TACOMA 
Keith’s (9) 
Chas Carrer 
Foy F & F 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
(2) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz & M 
Ledova 
TOLEDO 
Rivoli (9) 
Bob Stickney 
Cole Bros 











Week Dee. 


“THE INTERNATIONAL JESTERS” 


CLIFFORD and MARION 


Palace, Albany 











Kramer & Boyle 

Rimac’s Orch 

SALT LAKE CITY 
Plaza (9) 

Kluting'’s Ent'rs 

Forum Boys 

Dodge 2 

Sammy — 


(2) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith's (9) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 





Maker & Redford 
Singer's Midgets 
(2 


) 
F’rt'nello & Crillino 
Hope Vernon 
Edgar Vernon 
Marty May 
Friedland’s Co 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome 
Deteregoes 
Lubin Lowry & A 
lise Marvenga 
York & King 
Zeida Bros 
(2) 
Russian Circus 


(9) 





C & J Preiseer 


Wilton Sis 


Eddie O'Rourke 
Playmates 
Sol Gould Co 
Mae Wynn Co 
(One to fill) 
Orpheam 
ist half (9-12) 
De Long 3 
Marian Mack 
Joe Browning 
Gail Ens 
(One to fi 


Nl) 
2nd half (18-15) 


NEW YORK CITY 


46th St. 
ist half (9-12) 
Sol Gould Co 
Dorothy Co 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Olyn Landick 
Pirate Queen 
(Three to fill) 
Gates 
Ist half 
Stetson 
F Arms Co 
Wynn Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (13-15) 
Marian Mack 
Grant Withers 
L Torres Co 
(Two to fill) 


Ave. 
(9-12) 











‘Danee teachers 


and 
this week watching the 


CHRISTENSEN 





have a great time 


BROS. 








Dugan & Hadley 
Maureen Rio 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
Ist half (9-12) 
Dixie Hamilton 
Two Daveys 
Pirate Queen 
(Two to fill) 


and Co.’—Kansas City ‘Star.’ 
Direction, Roger Murrel 
Maximo Metropolitan (9) 
Petit & Douglas Yacopis 
(Three to fill) Fields-Smith & F's 
Paradise (9) Radcliffe & Bob 

Bert Frohman Bryant-R'ns & Y'g 
Jalenos (One to fill) 


Pitkin 

ist half (9-12) 
Al Mamaux 
Vox & Walters 
B Nagle Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (13-16) 
J C Filippen 
S Morton Co 








Puck & White 
TROY 
Keith's 
half (9-12) 
Rich Unit 
2d half (13-15) 
Mardo & Bennett 
James Hall 
Dave Harris Co 
2d half (6-8) 
T & B Waters 
Jack Major 
Clifford & Marion 
Russian Revels 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (9) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Co 
(2) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
WASHINGTON 
Keith’s (9) 
Neal Sis 
Royce Co 
Clyde Cook 
Bennett Co 
Johnny Perkins 
(1) 
Beehee & Rubyatt 
Chamberiain & H 
Harry J Conley 
} Rae Samuels 
! Vanessi Co 


Ist 





2nd half (13-15) (Three to fill) 
De Long 3 Valencia (9) 
Roger Williams W & J Mandel 
Gail Ens Flo Mayo 

(Two to fill) Lucky 17-3 

Hugh Skelly WINNIPEG 
James Hall Capitel (9) 


Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 

Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 


(2) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros 


YONKERS 
Keith's 


Ist half (9-12) 
Morine Co 
Hilton & Garon 
Morton Co 
Gloom Chasers 
5 Braxeilos 

24 half ¢13-16) 
Rich Unit 

(2) 
Hite Kenny & C 
Fid Gordon 
Hickey Bros 
Marion Eddy 


Roger Ball 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0O. 
Keith's 
Ist haif (9-12) 
| H'rrim'n & R'ves 4 
J Mills & Robinson 

| Bernice Claire 


Willie West & McG 
2d hal £(13-15) 

Heidt Bd 
2d half (6-8) 

| Liazeed Arabs 

| George Beatty 
Nayon Pearce &@ 

} Watson Sis 








NEW YORK CITY 
Auduben (8) 

‘Dream House’ I 

O'Donnell & Blair 

Masters & Gauthier 

Peg Leg Bates 

Louise Glenn 

Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN 

Fox (8) 

‘Hacienda’ I 

Sue Russell 

Hinky & Dinky 

Doyle & Donnelly 

5 Gems 


Adriana 
6 Gordonians 
ATLANTA 
Fox (8) 


‘3 Big Figures 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Frances 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (8) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 





FT. WORTH 
Werth 
2nd half (12-14) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy & f 
Josephine 
Gatholets 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
La Marr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marian & Kathr'ne 
HARTFORD 
Capitol ‘®) 
‘All at Sea’ ae 
Ben Bard — 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Jregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (8) 
‘La Plaza’ I 
Les Gellis 
Brancel & Pals 
Chiquita 











Dir.: Wm. Diamond 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 
. James 


Plunkett Office 








Ruth Roland 

A & 8 LaMonte 

Rector & Doreen 

3 Jays 

Frank Rogers 
BRIDGEPORT 
Fox Poli (8) 

‘Hot Java’ I 

Caligary Bros 

Armanda Chirot 

Noree 

3 Samuels Bros 

Vincent Yerro 

Sunkist Ens 

BUFFA 


Buffalo (8) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washington 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Giesby 
Marie LeFlohic 
Marie A Head 
Sunkist Ens 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (8) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Halil 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 

Paradise (8) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt Mauss 
Mignone 


Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Pern’dez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Pal' fox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
JERSEY CITY 


Stanley (8) 
‘Circus Days’ I 
Bee Starr 


Nelson's Co 
St Leon Co 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Sayton Co 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (8) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emile & Romaine 
Arthur LaFleur 
Sunkist Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (8) 
‘Aloha’ I 
Ryan & Noblette 
Briants 
Gordon's Dogs 
4 Kadex 
Gaylene & Dv" ayn 
MOBILE 
Saenger (8) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allen & Canfield 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Limerlegs Edward 
Duke Art 











EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED © 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLE!'7N 


BEN ROCKHY 





Royce Combe 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (8) 
‘Tin Types’ I 
Pressiar & Klaiss 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (8) 
Co-Eds’ I 
Griffith & Weston 
Busse & Case 
H byer Co 
Robbins 3 
Jack Frost 
Accordion 6 


DALLAS 
Palace (8) 
‘S Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Barr & Davis 
jimmy Hadreas 
Adams Sis 
Chief Clear Sky 
DETROIT 
Fox (8) 
Nurs'y Rhymes’ I 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtls Wond't 
Novelty Clinton 
Rarbarina Co 





i 


unkist Ens 


(Continued 





Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopk nson 
Sunkist Ens 


NEWARK 

Branford (5%) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
3 Jacks & @ een 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Law:«nce 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 


NEW HA EN 
Paramount (#7 
‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max & Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunk’st Ens 
NEW ORLT*tNS 
| Siate (8) 
| Rhapsody in F'm’ 
| Betty Froos 





|} Anthony & R'gers 
| Johnny Bryant 
j}Crawford & Coshey 
| Sunkist Ens 
| PHILADE! “.itsA 
| Fox (8) 
}‘On Parade’ I 

Natacha Nat.ova 
| 4 Flashers ° 
| Sydell Co 

’ i-t Ene 


on page 62) 
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L. A. WONT TRY 
FOR OLYMPIC 
CLEANUP 


Angeles, Jan. 4. 
tension 


Los 
Pre-opening nervous has 


begun to affect southern California 


business as the starting date for 
the Olympic games approaches. Los 


Angeles is preparing to handle the 


expected 1,000,000 visitors for the 
contests. The optimistic expect- 
ancy has begun to hit merchants, 


hotel men, cafe operators, theatres 
resorts and the citizens in general. 

Chief keynote of the preparations 
seems to be to keep prices down 
or at their present level. If word 
of boosted rates gets east or to Eu- 
rope it is felt tourists would refuse 
to play chump. 

First influx is expected in May, 
although do not start until 
July. Resorts, clubs and hideaways 
in mountains and seashore are 
making arrangements for wide- 
open entertainment. A liberal out- 
look is practically promised on the 
part of the city fathers. 

Legit biz is also expected to get 
its share of the trade, with numer- 
ous road shows penciled west. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Kit anl Dot Lovejoy, Hotel Bres- 
slin, New York, injured when a 
Boston to New York bus collided 
with a truck in a fog at Palmer, 
Mass. 

Gracelyn 


games 





Whitehouse (White- 
house and Lloyd), seriously ill with 
pneumonia at Saratoga Hotel, Chi- 
cago. 








Winchell Breaks Out 


About the only major New 
Year's Eve row reported was 
the break out by Walter Win- 
chell at the Casino in the Park. 
Winchell broke up a bottle and 
a party at another table. 








The Winchell family group 
was at the Casino, full of 
sobriety. In the Winchell 
group was Mrs. Winchell’s sis- 
ter Adjoining at the next 
table was a young fellow of 
more wealth than judgment, 
who couldn't control his hands. 

Sis finally complained to 
Walt and then it happened. 











Anether Chapter Added 
To Hectic Life of Guinan 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

According to Texas Guinan, that 
was a raw deal handed her when 
government men raided the Planet 
Mars the night before New Year's 
Eve and broke everything in the 
joint except Guinan’s nerve. 

With about $6,000 in reservations 
safely tucked away for the New 
Year celebration, Guinan wasn’t to 
be stopped. It only took her a 
couple of hours to rent a flock of 
and tables and was in 
business again. 

Although the pinch 
ous enough, what with stuff con- 
fiscated and everybody, including 
Guinan, toted to jail, the dynamic 
Tex was not held by the federal 
authorities when she appeared for 
a preliminary hearing. Miss Guinan 
later said she cculd have been 
knocked down with a feather when 
told there was no charge against 
her. But there was against Harry 
Voiler, manager of the cafe and a 
couple of waiters, all of whom 
were held for a later hearing. 


chairs she 


looked seri- 
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GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Is one of the few triple-starred, im- 
mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.”—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
HENRY MILCLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40. 





LAST 2 WEEKS 


FRED & ADELE FRANK 
ASTAIRE MORGAN 


HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam, W. 42 St. Evs.8:30. Mts. Wed.-Sat. 


MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard _ lovelier 
music in its life.”’—Gabriel, American, 
GLOBE Thea., B’way, 46th St. Evs. 8:30. 
Good Balc,. Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
Mats. Wed. and Sat. at 2:30. 


REAL COMEDY HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 

48th, E. of Bwa 

PLAYHOUSE tvenings 8:45 , 
Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:40 


—~ 











GRETA RAMON 


Garbo and Novarro 
in “MATA HARI” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Revue—Jimmie Savo—Bunchuk— 
chestra 


APITOL ®waz 


Gist St. 









BR putea ane 
STRICTLY 
DISHONORABLE 


PAUL 
LUKAS 


SIDNEY 


Lewis 
FOX 


STONE 


Broadway and 
47th Street 


PALAC 


4 MARX BROS. 
TRINI 
DIAMOND BOYS 
SYLVIA FROOS 


BARRY & WHITLEGE © 
+) Peak) Me ee 
All This Week to Jan. 8 
FRANKENSTEIN 


| The Man Who Made a Monster 


ir Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 
86:1. ST. Continuous Shows 
All Week to Jan. 8 


FRANKENSTEIN 


The Man Who Made a Monster 








BOB HOPE and other RKO Acts 


oo | 
OXY “arco strser 
“DELICIOUS” 


Janet GAYNOR, Chas. FARRELL 


RUTH ETTING, 
Orchestra, 

















Fred Waring’s Inimitable 
MILLS BROTHERS 


Beginning Friday, “Stepping Sisters’’ 





| Petrolle at eight to five. 


—_—--=<- 


THE FARGO EXPRESS 
TAKES B. TOWNSEND 


By JACK PULASKI 
Once this two fisted Billy Petrolle, 





billed as the Fargo Express, re- 
tired from the ring and lately he 
thought about taking his Indian 
blanket back home again. But 
| there's a lot of kick in the old boy 
yet, which he proved at the Gar- 
den Wednesday (30) by knocking 
out the promising Billy Townsend 


of Vancouver in the seventh round 
The boys who like to bet on fight 

marked up the wrong price, picking 
He really 
outclassed Townsend indicating odds 
that should have been longer. The 
loser was down four times, once in 
the first round, once in the fifth. 
again in the sixth and he was help- 
less on the canvas in the next 
round, when Willie Lewis, the 
referee, stopped it. Left hooks 
mostly, turned the toppling trick. 


A few weeks ago Townsend 
roused the fans by defeating the 
clever, hard-hitting Eddie Ran of 


Cleveland, and his showing against 
Paulie Walker was something, too. 
That and his youth explains the 
betting price. On the other hand, 
the only two welters who have 
bothered the Express in the past 
year or so are Jimmy McLarnin 
and King Tut. While Tut kayoed 
Billy last February in St. Paul, 
three weeks later Petrolle knocked 
out the King in New York. Baby 
Face got the decision over Petrolle 
at their last meeting, but the Ex- 
press had McLarnin on the floor 
and all But flattened him a bit pre- 
viously. 

Petrolle’s ability to take it and 
his prowess at socking ’em in has 


always made him colorful. The 
licking he gave Townsend again 
establishes the Express as a title 
contender. He seemed to hold up 


the Vancouver lad after felling him 

in the first round. For that he took 

a fine body pasting in the second, 

although the socks to Petrolle’s 

chin did not greatly bother him. 
Near Capacity 

The sixth round knockdown came 
near the bell, otherwise Townsend 
would have been out then. It re- 
mained for the ‘money round’ for 
the real bow-off. Petrolle helped 
drag Townsend to the corner. It 
was the fight the boys expected and 
a near-capacity house was in. 

A tough night for tow-heads. 
Semi-final brought on the recent 
importation, Franta Nekolny. For 
his second match here they gave him 
the dangerous Eddie Ran. First two 
rounds Eddie smacked the loose- 
shouldered Franta plenty and had 
him backing away. Then Nekolny 
came through with some of his best 
stuff and forced the milling for the 
balance of the 10 rounds. He was 
able to beat Ran to the punch with 
left hands and also connected with 
hard rights. Ran made a counter 
fight out of it and scored more often 
and with cleaner shots, which 
earned him the decision. Nekolnvyv 
demonstrated that he, too, can take 
punishment and as his first fight 
indicated, is liable to give some of 
the top-notchers a rough evening. 

Antol Kocsis and Vidal Gregorio, 
two bantams, were other features 
in the outstanding card. Two weeks 
previously Kocsis won the decision. 
Gregorio reversed it by proving 
himself the hardest hitter. Kocsis 
was down three times in various 
rounds, without a count. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Downing, 
Xmas Day, at Arverne, L. I. son. 
Father is a member of the ‘Bar- 
retts’ company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Bernard, a son, 
at the Passavant hospital, Chicago, 
Dec. 29. Father is program advisor 
at the NBC studios, Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Morell, daugh- 
ter, Jan. 1, at their home in New 








York City. Father is in vaudeville. 








The Mayor Laughs 


Mayor Jimmy Walker was 
on the verge of laugh hysterics 
at the premiere of ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ at the Music Box. He 
got a particular kick from 
William Gaxton’s imitation of 
his honor’s manner of making 
a speech. 

Jimmy sat 
Whalen 
fell 


U. S. WRESTLING VOGUE 


next to 
lap he 
while laughing. 


Crover 
whose almost 


into 











CROSSES TO ENGLAND 


London, Dec. 26. 


Wrestling is being revived in 


England after 20 years. In bygone 
days, wrestling was one of the pre- 
miere features on many 
but, it was gradually replaced by 
boxing, due to many faked and set- 
up matches. 

Boxing is losing its 
public on account ofl 
newcomers. 

The British public is taking to the 
mat game and big business is re- 
ported from Manchester, Glasgow, 
Leeds, Edinburgh and other big 
cities. London has transformed its 
London Club in Baker street into 
the London Sports Club where 
wrestling matches to discover new 
talent are being held weekly. 
Gradually several other places in 
London that were formerly boxing 
rendezvous are forsaking that game 
for wrestling. The present vogue 
comes from America. 

The first to see this revival as 
something new for vaudeville is W. 
Bankier, who, as Apollo, was the 
pioneer of all styles of wrestling 
in England in 1902. He sponsored 
Hackenschmidt, Madrelli, Peter 
Gotch, Yukio Tani. Feeling his way 
regarding this new vogue, Apollo is 
breaking in all styles of wrestling. 
and has already lined up several 
heavyweights, middleweights and 
lightweights. 


programs, 


hold 
the 


the 
lack of 


on 





MARRIAGES 


Sydney Stone to Countess Doro- 


thea Wandroska, Dec. 28, in New 
York. 3ride, legit actress, is pro- 
fessionally Dorothy Moss. Groom 


is a playwright. 

Dorothy Morse, actress, to Sidney 
Stone, author, New York Dec. 28. 

Una Merkel to Ronald L. .Burla, 
aviation engineer, in Tia Juana, Jan. 
9 

Mrs. Jeanne Marston Burgard to 
Laurence Tibbett, New York City, 
Jan. 1. 

Dorothy Howell, writer at Colum- 
bia studios, to Mendel B. Silberberg, 
Dec. 24 in Phoenix. Groom is a 
Los Angeles attorney. 

John Wesley Holbrook, announcer, 
and Katherine Renwick, actress, 
Dec. 31 in Brooklyn, N. Y. Both are 
with NBC, 

Marjorie B. Crawford, aviatrix, to 
William A. Wellman, director, Dec. 
22., in Yuma, Arizona, This is a re- 
marriage due to legal complications. 

Hilda Ramon, actress, to Arthur 
M. Schwab, non-pro} in Santa Ana, 
Calif., Dec. 22. 

Jack Murphy, of Paramount the- 
atre, Montgomery, Ala., and Madge 
Epps, non-pro, at Wetumpka, Ala., 
Dec. 26. 

William L. Ruppenthal to Clare 
A. Norred at Wetumpka, Ala. Miss 
Norred was cashier at Paramount 
theatre, 

Betty Barrett, chorine in ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ to Robert J. Riordan, Jr., 
non-pro, at Detroit, Dec. 30. 

Harry Griffin and Madelon May, 
of ‘Girl Crazy’ chorus, married Dec. 
31 in Cincinnati. 

Bernice James to Samuel Hopkin- 


son, non-pro, at Birmingham, New 
Year’s week, 





| 
| 








Paris Stages 


Ride Murder 
Like Chicago 


Paris, Dec, 24. 


Richard Wall, American night 
club patron, known by everybody in 


the show business here, was taken 


for a ride, murdered and robbed by 
one of his acquaintances, who dis- 
posed of the body by throwing i 
jin the river after burying the dead 
man’s clothes. A deal on second 


hand Liberty motors, which caused 
him to be wanted by the U. 
ernment on a charge of using 
mails to defraud, resulted in 
French government 
‘permit de sejour.’ 


S. gzov- 
the 
the 


revoking his 


Wall had squandered his money, 
ind had lately been living on his 
wits, going from deals in drugs io 
motor car thefts. He acquired con- 


sidered local notoriety a few months 
ago by accusing his girl friend, 
Emily Turbeck, stage name, Connie 
King, once of the Earl Carroll ‘Vani- 
ties,’ of robbing him of two $10,000 
notes and running away with his 
secretary. He caused the girl to be 


arrested, and she was. released 
when he was unable to substanti- 
ate the charge. 

Though robbery was found to be 
theseincentive of the crime, it had 
been thought at first that he had 
been put on the spot for double 


crossing some members of the un- 
derworld, having also turned po- 
lice informer in order to be per- 
mitted to remain in France despite 
the fact that his ‘permit 
had been cancelled. 


de sejour’ 


The Baby Fad 


(Continued from page 1) 


star, Norma Shearer, public or not, 
had a baby. Applauding her cour- 
age, the other picture actresses 


looked upon the Shearer baby as a 


test case. If Miss Shearer held her 


following despite her drastically 
radical conduct, they too would 
take the plunge into motherhood, 


Miss Shearer’s baby, if anything, 
has increased her draw at the box 
office. Not only did her fans ree 
main loyal; they like the idea. It’s 
something new. 

‘So the other stars are following. 
They find they can have both 
babies and a career simultaneously; 
their public is sticking. When fans 
approve of an actress they imitate 
her, so watch the country’s birth 
rate from now on. It’s going up,’ 
said Billie. 

Pursuing her argument further, 
Miss Dove believes the current cycle 
of motherhood films is a direct re- 
sult of the sudden feverish activity 
of the Hollywood stork. Now that 
actresses have gone in for babies, 
pictures are protecting their stars 
by glorifying and justifying mater- 
nity. It’s become smart to sacri- 
fice yourself for your baby. Since 
you have to have a baby before you 
can sacrifice yourself for one, Miss 
Dove is convinced babies are going 
to enjoy nationwide popularity. 

What’s good enough for Holly- 
wood is good enough for the fans, 
is her dictum. 





ALBANY ROAD SHOW 
Troy, N. Y., Jan. 4. 
Ambassador Inn, on the road, is 
under new management, with the 
Peaches’ Revue, girl act, and 
Charles Randall's orchestra furnish- 
ing entertainment. 
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BALALAIKA AS 
NEW EATERY 
PERIL? 


where China and the yellow peril 





as far as Broadway's clubs and eat- 
eries are coneerned has ended its 


sway, Russia may now step in with 


that type food and entertainment. 
Secret may be that some of the re- 
cently opened Soviet places operate 
on an arrangement re ported to be 
co-operative straight through. 

Past short time has had about 
four balalaika beaneries open in or 
near Times Square. At least one 
js reported co-op, with pieces there- 
in offered for help that would work 
under that system. In addition to 
the new places are others of long 
standing further downtown. Some 
of those just coming in have opened 
where at one time well established 
clubs held sway, Instances are the 
Petrushka and the Soviet. Others 
located in the 50’s. 

While the Russ atmosphere is just 
about the same at the lantern idea 
in Chink joints, the food offers a 
novelty, as does the entertainment, 
with those in the club biz deciar- 
ing the go for Russians depends on 
the last two items. Feeling is that 
the chop suey idea outfed itself, 
while the shows were. straight 
American both as to orchestras and 
performers, With the Cossacks its 
the balalaika string orchs and in- 
comprehensible vocalizing and hoop 
las in the legmania. 

Another theory advanced is that 
with the customary club shows, 
even with better known names in 
that field, washed or washing up 
quickly, the unknown Soviety joints 
might get the call. Particularly in 
view of some of the alleged talent 
that was foisted on the customers 
in both Chink and American hang- 
outs, 


In the co-op way it is maintained 
inside that the whole shebang, from 
waiters out to the doorman, are on 
percentage, with this easily possible. 


Cincy Goes Off 50% on 
Its New Year Hijinks 


Cincinnati, Jan. 4. 
New Year’s Eve patronage at 





‘nite clubs of downtown hotels was 


off 50% from recent years, when 
turnaway business was the rule. 


Pre-depression tariffs caused the 
slump. The hostelries didn’t have 
enough rooms to satisfy the demand 
for private parties at increased 
rates, 

The Gibson, with Isham Jones’ 
band, and the Netherland Plaza, 
with Henry Busse’s orchestra, each 
had about 700 guests at $10 a head. 
The Sinton, offering Max Fisher's 
Syncopators at $6 couvert, did ca- 
Pacity in its 400-seat chatterbox. 

Disorder without personal injury 
was caused at Bill Hill’s Lookout 
House, a nearby Kentucky cafe, 
when an ejected celebrant forced 
his return and discharged the loads 
of two revolvers. Police took the 
Wild whoopee man in charge. 





Cincy Crawl Off 


Cincinnati, Jan. 4. 


Council put the quietus on a 
dance marathon that was adver- 
tised to get under way at the Ar- 
mory this week by passing an 
emergency ordinance prohibiting 
uch an affair as ‘an unworthy and 


- Gisgusting spectacle’ and one ‘en- 


dangering the lives and health of 
contestants,’ 

Chicago promoters were back of 
the Proposéd endurance crawl, 
— was announced IJdécally as 
€ing under auspices of a unit of 
the Ohio National Guard. 


—_ 


O'CONNELL RECOVERS 
iene O'Connell, legit and film 
Huse rant expected to leave the 
Day Vest Sanatorium New Year's 
Ment i. 2 "Wo weeks’ confine- 

nt. He underwent an abdominal 





©peration, 

oy) Conneli’s next assignment is in 
© new Sam Harris musical under 

Wav 





OFFICE BOY’S SALARY 
CUT MADE HIM STEAL 


One of the office boys in a 
picture company’s headquar- 
ters in New York was caught 
examing wallets left in coats 
|} hanging in a closet. From one 
the boy extracted some bDiils 


} 
a2iu Was 








Lakes in cnarge DY an 
employe. 
Hearing of 


the 
had 


the o irrence 
president of the company 
the boy brought before 
him. This happened quite 
recently and was related at a 
Hay’s office meeting. The pres 
told the lad of his possible fine 


' 





future, ruined by this act of | 
| theft and asked him why he 
had stolen; 
I used to get $14 a week 
here,’ replied the boy. ‘I was 


RADIOING RACES 


Expected Sensation at New Orleans 
Didn’t Come Through 





New Orleans, Jan. 4. 

WSMB, local station of NBC, is 
broadcasting every race at Jefferson 
Park from the time the nags face 
the starter to the finish line, calling 
the position at each post. 

Expected to be a sensation 
hasr 


but 
‘t caused a ripple either way. 





} 





DOUBLE WEDDING AT 


Kansas 

double wedding 
interest to those in the 

ment business occured here soon | 

after the arrival of the New Year| 

and climaxed a New Year's party | 


City, Jan. 4. 


NEW YEAR’S PARTY 
cng | 
which will be| 


-} 








cut to $11. My sister and my- 
self are ail alone and live to- 
gether in one room. We pay 
$6 a week for the room, But 
we can’t live on the other $5. 

It -was all right when I was 
making $14 a week.’ 


‘WE BOYS’ REST WEST; 
HOLLYWOOD ON EDGE 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 














Plenty of the ‘mob’ from Chi and 
New York are wintering here now, 
with the wise local bunch con- 
cerned that the ‘we boys’ will start 
cutting up and scare the Hoosiers, 
Towans, Kansans, and other pro- 
vincial natives. 

Further negative manifestations 
have been the dye wotks’ racketeer- 
ing here which resulted in a killing 
in Culver City. 


THE PUPS WASHED UP 


Murder in What Was Once Actoi*s’ 
Meeting Place 

Fatal shooting Thursday (31), in 
the Pups Club, New York, of 
‘Crooked Neck Louie’ Levine, bush 
league sport, ended the brief ex- 
istence of the organization. It 
started out last summer as an ac- 
tors’ parking place and developed 
into a petty gambling resort, with 
the actors mostly out. 

Last May, when the managers 
decided to close the costly NVA 
clubhouse on West 46th street, the 
Pups was formed as a substitute 
spot on a $1 membership basis. 
Eddie Alexander and Ole Olsen, 
who split recently as a vaudeville 
team, were the main organizers. 

Olsen was Chief Pup and Alex- 
ander secretary. With them as of- 
ficers were Ernie Morton, once with 
the Keith office; Joe Blye, one of 
the old White Rats organizers, and 
Harry Newman, 


Just Laughs 


Slogan of the club and the line 
used in soliciting membership was 
‘Just For Laughs.’ Spacious quar- 
ters were rented on the ground floor 
of the Victoria hotel. Although nu- 
merous NVA members joined the 
Pups, the ijatter’s membership list 
at its peak did not exceed 300. At 
$1 per member, there were indica- 
tions it could not exist on: mem- 
bership fees alone. 

In a short time the place became 
infested with a flock of smail time 
gamblers .of the Louie Levine's 
stripe. Gradually they drove out 
the regular actor-members, most 
of whom could not afford the games, 
as cheap as they were. With no 
other inducement for them in the 
place, most of the charter members 
drifted. The original officers were 
unofficially deposed. 

‘Crooked Neck Louie’ was seated 
at a poker table with four uniden- 
tified men and a woman when four 
cannons walked in and plugged 
him without preliminaries. When 
the police arrived all possible wit- 
nesses had departed excepting 
Louie, and Louie was dead. 

The Pups is now washed up, 
along with the actors’ $1 member- 
ships, while the cops are searching 
for the murderers. 


Choked Over Argument 


Parise, Jan. 4. 

Michel! Quirico, owner of a gam- 
bling club here, dled of strangula- 
tion New Year’s as a result of an 
argument with o friend. 

Talk fight started over the New 
|}Year’s supper table, with Quirico 
| becoming se exeited he choked. 

















lat the Coates Hotel, given by the} 
Heart of America Showmen’s Club. | 

Contracting couples were Louis | 
Hemingway, agent for the Snell} 
| Brothers circus, and Lucile Lovis 
and Mrs. 


| Parker, daughter of Mr. 

iC. W. Parker, of 

Kansas, and Paul Parker, brother 
lof Miss Parker, and Louise Jane 


| Campbell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
|Sam B. Campbell, manager of the 
| hotel, 

The young people, who were at- 
itending the party, decided to be 
|married as the New Year arrived. 
| With a party of friends they hunted 


Ex-Performers in Auburn Prison 
Show Mostly Away Over Larceny 





“ana at-| HARRY LANGDON SAYS 


| 


up a Justice of the Peace, found a | 


| Recorder to issue the licenses, were 
| married and back to the party to 
be received by chering friends. 


While Magician Sleeps 
$800 Does a Fadeaway 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

. A, Conlin, known on the stage 
as ‘Alexander the Great,’ magician, 
got a practical demonstration of his 
art from a nurse when the girl 
allegedly made $800 disappear from 
his pants pockets without a gim- 
mick, 

Conlin, who has been ill for the 
past month, employed a new nurse. 
First night she was on the job, 
Conlin complained that he couldn’t 
sleep. The nurse gave him a sleep- 
ing powder, 

When he awoke the girl had 
skipped, reporting to Conlin’s doc- 
tor she had a difference with the 
patient. 

When the doctor arrived at Con- 
lin’s home, he discovered his patient 
wailing about the missing $800. 








~ 





Bernice James Married 


Birmingham, Jan. 4. 

Bernice James of ‘Southern 
Gaieties’ act, playing for RKO, was 
married here last week to Sumner 
Hopkinson, 

The groom drove from Boston for 
the ceremony. 

Mrs. Hopkinson played her last 
week of vaudeville at the Alabama 
an@ is retiring from the stage. She 
and her husband will live in New 
York, 





Pinckert Draws 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

Ernie Pinckert, all - American 
backfield star of U. S. C., is getting 
his start in life. 

Pinckert started work Saturday 
(2) as a reporter and cartoonist in 
the Los Angeles ‘Examiner’ sports 
department. Mark Kelly, sports ed- 
itor gave him the job. Pinckert, 
who graduates in June, played his 
last game Friday (1) against Tu- 
lane, 





Santa Claus 


LUS 


Jan. 4, 
who was 


Angeles, 
Stanley McCormick 
adjudged competent to handle 
his own fortune by a court 
hearing protests of relatives, 
engaged Grace Moore at $1,500 
to sing for five dinner 
Santa Barbara 
Christmas Day. 

And while the five 
sipped their coffee the 
free branch of the Chicago Mc- 
Cormicks waved his hand for 
a symphony orchestra to start 
playing. 

(From Varieiy’s Hollywood Bul- 
letin.) 


guests 
at his home 
guests 


care- 








WIFE HURT HIS ACT 


Yonkers, N. Y., Jan. 4, 
Harry Langdon will not contest 
the action of his wife, Helen Walton | 
Langdon .of New Rochelle, 


for a} 


separation, said his attorney, 
Nathan Lieberman, in the White 


Plains, N. Y. court. 

The actor will consent to the de- 
cree on the grounds of desertion 
as set forth in the complaint; but 
will oppose the payment of large 
elimony or counsel fees, Through 
his counsel he admits he earns $2,- 
500 when he works, but says he} 
belongs to the army of the unem- 
ployed part of the time. 

Comedian’s answer to his wife’s 
application for alimony and fees 
said Mrs. Langdon had hurt his 
vaude act when she travelled with 
him; that the defendant has filed 
a $62,000 petition in bankruptcy; 
that his first wife, Mrs. Rose Clark 
of California, is receiving $600 
weekly alimony; that he had to 
pay Tom O’Brien, first husband of 
his second wife, $12,000 for aliena- 
tion of affections, and that Lang- 
don is being harassed for money on 
all sides. 

Date for trial of the money issue 
in the suit has not been set. 





SLIGHTLY 2D HAND 


lowa Girl After Man With $10,000, 
After Trying Out Others 


Dubuque, Jan. 4. 

Another dream romance of the 
beautiful maiden ready to give her 
self on the altar of sacrifice for well 
being of her parents and their se- 
curity, has had a wet blanket 
thrown over the glamorous scenario. 

Ann EB. McLean, 21, heralded in 
the press, offered to marry any man 
who would pay $10,000, giving re- 
porters a story as to the destitute 
condition of her parents. Ann 
is young in years, 21, but oh, my! 

A Waterloo, Ia.,. checkup re- 
vealed Ann is divorced from a first 
husband who is paying $5 a week 
for support of a child, 3; that the 
home of her parents was destroyed 
with a loss of $2,111, fully insured; 
that her present marital state is not 
known but she is supposed to have 
married a John W. Becker who 
financed a brief honeymoon with 
rubber checks after the event at 











Austin, Mich., April 14, and drew a 
one-year, suspended sentence, in 
order that he might support her. 
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you wanted, whether cider or wine. 
Its like on a New Year’s Eve 





Free-For-All New Year’s Eve 
One of the side street ritz joints did the unusual on New Year’s Eve; 
it charged neither coveur nor per plate. 
and there was free lunch for those who might want to eat. 
diners were charged regular menu prices. 
Nothing was obligatory, not even at the bar where you ordered what 


in 
since the day of the first class nite joint, Reisenweber’s, 


The square’s current nuttiest nut is a chap who stands on a street curb, 
writes things in a note book and then hollers. 
he looks around the street at the buildings and passersby, then makes his 
copious notes, in the meantime yelling. 

When he’s finished part of his novel, he tears eut the pages, crumples | 
‘em up and tosses them into the gutter, where they probably belong. 
j He worke on two shifts, early in the day and late at night. 


Known patrons were welcome 
Regular 


The place holds around 175. 
New York has never been known 


He is evidently a foreigner; 


| George Barzee, 





Auburn, N. Y., Jan. 4. 
The Mutual Welfare League is 
gone but male inmate shows came 


back to Auburn prison New Year's 


day for the first time since before 
the riots of 1929. 
As a greeting to the New Year 


1,500 felons laughed and applauded 


old troupers, cabaret entertainers 
and amateurs in their midst who 
had failen afoul of the law. A cast 


of 35 presented an ‘All-Star Variety’ 
shew lasting 234 hours. Only a few 
civilians with special invitations 
witnessed the performances, an in- 
mate product from the scenery to 
the ‘gags’ of the comedians. 

Climax of the show came when 
Otto Sanford and his Melody Boys, 
orchestra gave a series of numbers 
with a professional finish. Otto, di- 
rector of the show was the former 
asst. musical director of bands 
aboard the ‘Leviathan,’ when it was 
known as the ‘Vaterland.’ His musi- 


cal education was gained in the 
University of Leipsig, Germany. 
His talent is confined to prison 


walls because he turned to burglary 
as a side line in New York City and 
got 15 years. 


A Strong Man 


The most educational bit for the 
convicts was the performance of 
former side show 
performer, who was billed as ‘Fang 
Chu,’ in an ‘Oriental Mystery.’ George 
showed the boys how to bend iron 
bars with his teeth. Then he ate 
fire, chewed glass, pinned his mouth 
shut with hat pins, thrust pins 
through his arms and placed a 90- 
pound concrete block on his head 
to be broken by another inmate 
enthusiastically wielding a mallet, 
His record shows five years for a 
grand larceny in Buffalo. 

Three years ago Frank Cortelll, 
once in the chorus of ‘A Student 
Prince,’ was in vaudeville with a 
turn, ‘From Curbstone to Foot- 
lights,’ which he wrote himself. To- 
day he resurrected his old-time 
pride and got Rowland Blanchard, 
former stock and vaudeville per- 
former, to team with him in putting 
it over. With two professionals, 
the act did big. Cortelli was sent 
from Buffalo for a two-year term 
for abandonment. Blanchard was 
stage director of the show and he 
also appeared in a sketch, ‘A Case 
of Politics,’ with C. D’Augustino. 
Blanchard came from Rochester for 
7% years for grand larceny. 


From Harlem 


One of the hits was a group of 
six colored singers, with Claude 
Brown, former cabaret entertainer, 
at the piano. These Harlemites in- 
cluded at least one other profes- 
sional, Merritt Schuyler, who sang 
one of his own numbers, ‘Don’t Be 
a Dreamer.’ Merritt’s chief ambition 
is to get his song published. 
As clever a bit of hirmony as the 
show provided was that of a quartet 
billed as ‘Harmonology.’ Here the 
first tenor was Lawrence Mumby, 
former performer in vaude in the 
far west. Mumby was also a scenic 
artist, having painted with one 
helper all four sets in the show in 
exactly five days, with odds and 
ends of paint he uses as the prison’s 
‘artist. He attended Iowa State 
University for three years, taking 
an agricultural course, before he 
went on the stage and then went 
in for grand larceny, getting up to 
five years, in addition to seven 
years for fleeing’ a road camp. 
The director ‘of the production 
was George B. Alva, former dancer 
and burlesque show comedian. His 
only appearance was iy an act, “The 
City Crasher,’ with three other ine 
mates. The director is serving five 
years for grand larceny, committed 
in Livingston County. 





Film Girl Cagers 


Warner and Columbia pictures 
will run a basketball game and 
dance Jan. 16 at the Hebrew Or- 
phan Asylum, New York. Feature 
will be a girly came. 

Film basketball league was dise« 
continued this year, but three com- 
panies, Fox, Columbia and Warner, 
have teams and will play intere 
company games during the winter. 





Dances will follow the court games, 
Warner will play Fox, with the 
girls of both companies also 


| matched, shortly after the Columbia 
i game, 
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News From 


the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








East | 


Valencia Rosanna, dance student, 
paying her tuition by acting 
cashier in a Long Island hotel, went 
on a post-Xmas party with a friend 
she knew only by his first name. 
Completely denuded, except for one 
shoe, resisting his attack, and wan- 
dered in the woods until an elderly 
couple came along in a car and 
turned her over to the police for 
removal to a hospital. 


as 


Police permitted nite clubs to re- 
main open until 5 a. m. New Year's 
eve, figuring all the police reserves 
would not be sufficient to turn them 











out at the prescribed 3. | 
Warren Kniffin, of Middletown, | 
N. Y., died while laughing at an| 


Amos 'n’ Andy broadcast. Had been 
suffering from heart disease. 


Film release of ‘Private Lives’ 
hits Selwyn’s two touring cos. Both 
curled Saturday (2). 





Dan Totheroe has written a play 
about the Bronte sisters. Browning, 
Whistler and now the Brontes. 


If Booth Had Missed,’ figured for 
Brady-Shubert production, is aban- 
doned for the time being. 





Michael Fokine invited to return 
to Russia and direct the Soviet bal- 
let. Has not yet decided whether 
he will accept. Has done nicely 
over here since 1919. 


Samuel Goldwyn sued for back 
alimony by his first wife, who al- 
leges he is shy $33,168. Married in 
1910 and divorced five years later. 
She is the former Blanche Lasky, 
sister of Paramount head and now 
the wife of Hector Turnbull. Ac- 
tion in N. Y. courts. 





Arch Selwyn now interested in 
‘Jazz City’ as associate. 


Jos. Moran, 22, employee of Mad. 
Sq. Garden, shot Xmas night by 
Edw. Manion, night watchman, who 
declared Moran tried to hold him 
up. Watchman is held to await out- 
come of Moran's injuries. 


Mrs. Louise Bateman Hutton, ac- 
tress, suing Helenmae Scottaboe for 
$100,000 in love theft suit. Didn't 
so much mind being divorced by 
Hutton, but when she saw her hus- 
band’s blonde secretary riding her 
pet horse, it hurt. And not only 


mont and got married while the 
former Mrs. Hutton was suing to 
have the divorce set aside. 





H. M. Harwood, co-author of 
®ynara, sailed from Southampton 
Dec. 28 on his yacht, ‘Cygne.’ Ix- 
pected to take about two weeks for 
the crossing. 





Movement afoot to bring Phila. 
opera to Radio City, since the Met. 
declines to make the move. Met. is 
preferred. Phila. may play guest 
dates. 


Figured that the Fixef-Erlanger 
suit will cost $500,000, with appeal 
almost certain, no matter which 
way the decision goes. Suit is pre- 
liminary to the will contest which 
will be brought should Miss Fixel 
gain the decision. Present suit is 
merely to establish her status and 
determine her right to sue. 


Theatre League votes a change 
of constitution to make membership 
compulsory and to include all pro- 
ducers and managers. 


Raymond J. Norman, of 711 Man- 
hattan ave., was given an indeter- 
minate sentence of not more than 
three years in Special Sessions for 
fraud in connection with a benefit 
dinner for the jobless, announced 
but never given. Police deposed 
that Norman had derived about 
25,000, 


Mrs. Lenora Novelle Culley, for- 
mer actress, teacher in the N. Y. 
public schools, committed suicide by 
gas in her Brooklyn apartment Dec. 
28. She believed she had lost her 
husband, Earl, to a woman whom 
she named as co-respondent in a di- 
vorce case she was pressing. Her 
body was discovered by her hus- 
band, who had called to ask for a 
reconciliation. 

Leblang agency reinstates its 
ticket control for ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 
Receipts instead of the ducats to 
prevent tickets from going to the 
specs. 


Dr. Milton Tomashefsky, son of 
the actor, who was shot by his 
jealous nurse last summer, is dis- 
eharged from the Jewish hospital, 
Brooklyn, where he has been a 
patient ever since. Still paralyzed 


doomed to a wheel 
remainder of his life. 


chair for the 


Owing to an old film of same title, 
‘Perfect Crime’ becomes ‘Whistling 
in the Dark.’ 





Lambs Club issues special bonds 
for $25,000 to offset in part non-pay- 
ment of dues. members being about 
$55,000 in arrears. Club. stated 
sound but short of ready cash. 

Armand Tokatyan of Met op. con- 
sidered for Vienna opera to replace 
Albert Piccaver, American singer, 
who has been in the State opera 
there for 20 years. Piccaver is quit- 
ting on account of the recent salary 
slices. 


Leo Chenko, Russ dancer, 
$250,000 of Geo. Edw. 
who- has offices in 
Claims Jordan 
tions of Mrs. 
tered a denial. 


asking 
Jordan, Jr., 
Carnegie Hall. | 
alienated the affec- | 
Chenko. Jordan en- 


‘Trespass’ called ‘Lost 
less the producers 


minds again. 


Boy’ 
change 


un- 
their 





Last spring Mrs. 
Rose, wife of a promater, 
$100,000 alienation suit against 
Katherine Burke, show girl. Wed- 
nesday (29) Mrs. Rose had her hus- 
band arrested on a charge of send- 
ing her letters threatening her life. 
Motion of Thos. J. Rockwell to 
enjoin Louis Armstrong, Negro 
trumpeter, from working for John 
J. Collins, was to have come into 
court yesterday (Monday) for argu- 
ment. Claimed that Armstrong 
jumped his Rockwell contract and 
in denial Armstrong claims that he 
never signed the document. Fur- 
ther states that since he went under 
Collins’ management he and his 
manager have been threatened by 
gangsters and have had to ask for 
police protection to avoid injury. 
Milton Weil, songwriter, is supposed 
to be involved with Rockwell. Case 
has been aired before, but now 
comes to a focus. 


Stewart 
filed a 


Julia 





Senator Moses shakes his head at 
an offer of $15,000 a year for a 
weekly 15-minute broadcast on con- 
gressional matters. Explains that 
if he told the truth his colleagues 
would go sour, and if he didn’t of- 
fer facts he would not be worth the 
money. 


Sari Maritza, latest Paramount 
import, arrived and will go to the 
coast. For English versions, as she 
speaks the language fluently. 


AMPA will move its Thursday 
luncheons to Sardi’s. 





Nathan Goldberg and Jacob Ja- 
cobs of the Prospect theatre are 
planning to tour road cos. in ‘The 
Unfortunate Bride of Suffolk Street,’ 
current East Side hit. Play is in 
Yiddish. 


W. A. Brady offers the suggestion 
that other managers follow his ex- 
ample and make special holiday 
presentations of standard favorites. 
Going to revive ‘Little Women’ 
again next year, he says. 


‘Rip Van Winkle,’ new production 
of Charlotte Lund opera co., shunted 
from New Year's Eve to Lincoln's 


birthday. Ascribed to iliness oi 
players. 
Nerves getting raspy at the 


bridge tourney between Culbertson 
and Lenz. Latter rowed with his 
partner, Jacobi, a few nights ago, 
Dec. 30. Culbertson and Sir Der- 
rick Wehrner got into an oral jam 
that narrowly escaped being a fist 
fight. And the language! Baby! 


Public Service Commission af- 
firmed its order of last August, di- 
recting the N. Y. Telephone Co., to 
supply wire facilities to the Wired 
Music Co., telephone co. objected 
that it was not in the wire leasing 
business, in replying to initial suit, 
but the Commission points out that 
it supplies wire to radios, stock 
tickers and burglar alarms, 





Wm. C. Ruttman, orch leader of 
Jeffersonville, Phila suburb, was 
abducted in his own automobile 
early Thursday (31) and dumped 
out after being deprived of his 
jewelry and $250 in cash. Part of 
the cash was receipts of his father's 
tailoring establishment and_ the 
rest borrowed money. 

Mary Lou Kromer, 
tress, added to the 
cast of ‘Left Bank,’ 
Eve. 


western ac- 
atmospheric 
New Year’s 


Dario, French dancer, returning 
to New York and his own nite club. 
Using a length of cord from a 
Xmas gift, Solomon D. Bagnoff, 40, 








from ihe waist down and probably 


a@ vocal teacher, hanged himself in 


' 


the Sherman Square Hotel, Dec. 30. 
His farewell note merely stated that 
he was tired of life. 





Indictments were found Wednes- 
day (30) against 22 members of the 
N. YY. local picture’ operator’s 
union No. 306, for coercion, and 17 
of the indictments added charges 
of conspiracy. It is alleged these 
men had caused the expulsion from 
the union of nine men who sup- 
ported an effort to obtain a finan- 
cial accounting from Sam Kaplan, 
the president, who is charged with 
having used about $77,000 of the 
union’s funds for the purpose 
purchasing sound trucks used in the 
Roosevelt gubernatorial campaign. 
Accused pleaded not guilty. 

Frank McCoy to produce 
Perfect Mrs. Palmer,’ comedy 
Courtenay Savage. 

McGowan & Reed have decided to 
put ‘Love Story’ on ice, 

Paulist choir, under the direction 
of their leader, Father Finn, to offer 
‘Prince of Peace,’ sacred opera, at 
Carnegie Hall Monday (11). 





Crew of a barge hustling holi- 
day champagne into port got stewed 
on the eargo and went vocal off 
Barnegat, attracting the attention 
of a coast guard cutter. Tabloids 


nie Higgins was giving jobs to un- 
employed chorus boys. 


Equity causes abandonment of 
‘Angels Don’t Kiss,’ owing to the 


failure of the producers to file sal- 


ary bond. Equity to require an- 
nouncement of all cast substitu- 
tions when an understudy takes 
over a role, Feels it only justice 
to both the absent player and the 
substitute. 


Small fire on the second floor of 
202 W. 43d street. Scared about 200 
customers out of the St. Regis 
restaurant on the ground floor, and 
temporarily checked traffic. 


John E. Hoagland, Broadwayite 
and former husband of Billie Allen, 


sued by Dr. A. W. Gallagher for 
$1,000 for treating Hoagland and 
Mrs. J. Raymond Carpenter after 
an auto smash. 

Sam Warshawsky, having sold 
‘Woman of Destiny’ to Ethel Bar- 


rymore, is now trying to land John 
and Lionel with a couple of other 
plays. Some sort of record if he 
makes the triple. 


Dorozynshi, after 16 
marriage, is seeking a_ divorce. 
Daughter of Anita Stewart, former 
picture star. 





Shuberts planning to do ‘Beau 
Brummel’ as a musical. They have 
a book, but Dennis King, the in- 
tended star, has influenza. 


Stanley High’s dry daily, 
nounced for issue Jan. 1, is post- 
poned until financing scheme is 
more definitely settled. 


an- 


Santa Biondo back in the Met 
last week; her first appearance 
since her disappearance after leav- 
ing a suicide note. 

Anticipated wholesale dry raids 
New Year's eve did not materialize. 
Dry officials stayed home in the 
evening, but they raided Joe Zelli's 
Royal Box club at lunch time 
Thursday (31) on a warrant charg- 
ing sale of liquor on which no tax 
had been paid. Regarded as a bet- 
ter idea than prohibition violation, 
since the Stork club beat the pro- 
hib charge last week. Zelli’s only 
booze pinch on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 
in N. Y. C. It was Zelli’s second 
closing within a week, for he pulled 
‘Papavert’ out of the Vanderbilt af- 
ter reading the reviews. 





Phidelah Rice, ‘monoactor,’ will 
play ‘Hamlet’ all by himself at the 
Belmont starting tomorrow (6). He 
plays 16 characters without the aid 
of mirrors. If that clicks ‘David 
Garrick’ underlined. No truth in 
the report he is seeking a merger 
with Cornelia Otis Skinner, who 
plays all the wives of Henry VIII. 

Delmonico hotel in trouble again. 
Continental 3ank & Trust Co. 
seeks ta foreclose $3,800,000 mort- 
gage as trustee for the bondholders. 
Charged that the hotel corp. had de- 
faulted 1931 payment of $100,000, 
and.that it was in arrears on city 
and federal taxes. 

Government’s best little racket 
given a boost Saturday (2) when 
the new Washington bi-centennial 
stamps were put on sale. Will sell 
thousands of dollars’ worth to col- 
lectors who have no intention of 
using them for postage. Clear 
profit except cost of printing and 
distribution. Full set costs 3ic. 
No dollar stamps this trip because 
collectors got sore last time. 








at the Palais d'Or and who broad- 
casts over NBC, to be sued for di- 
vorce by Dolores Ray, dancer at 
the Hollywood club. Married about 
seven years ago, the couple went 
sour after the first year. As Funk 








of | 


‘The | 
by | 


turned loose on the story that Van- | 


| With 


one of those things,” as a band- 
master has no business getting 
hitched, he says. Dragged along 
until lately when, it is rumored, 
Miss Ray found a reason to seek 
her freedom with a view to remar- 
riage. 





Laurence Tibbett celebrated the 
new year by getting married to Mrs. 
Jeanne Marston Burgard, former 
wife of R. J. Adams, the chewing 
gum man, 





George Rector, who used to feed 
half of fashionable Broadway in the 
early years of the century and who 
has been writing stories about it 
ever since, to give his recipes on 
the A. & P. time over WEAF. Starts 
Thursday (7). 

Richard C. Wall, American, vic- 
tim of a recent sensational Parisian 
murder mystery, identified over 
here as John W. Craig, who had a 
rather meteoric career as a pro- 
moter. Identification made through 
the fact that as Wall he recently 
caused the arrest in France of Con- 
stance King, show girl. Miss King 
was known to be friendly with 
Craig and admitted that the two 
men were the same. 





Paula Bassanecr, dancer, Is suing 
Alexander Bunchuk for assault, al- 
| leging that he is the father of her 
unborn child, and asking $75,000 
damages. She is in an institution 
awaiting the arrival of the infant. 
She charges that last June Bun- 
chuk urged her to come to his 
apartment for letters of introduc- 
tion to European producers. She 
went with him to his studio apart- 
ment, where, she claims, Bunchuk 
strangled her into submission. Now 
broken health and without 
funds she asks for relief. She last 
danced in ‘The Red Robe.’ 


Algonquin hotel staged a stage 
and screen ping pong contest, which 
was started yesterday (4) at mid- 
night. Many big names on the list 
of entrants, including Bill Tilden. 





—— | 
Romance of Nadedja de Braganza 
months of | 


Larry Funk, director of the orch | 


‘Black Tower‘ opening set back to 
Jan. 18. 

Rena Ladeaux, of the road ‘Vani- 
ties, who had her marriage an- 
nulled on the grounds that she was 
under age, reported to be about to 
marry Norman Curtis, of ‘Cat and 


Fiddie.’ 





- Coast 





Helen Twelvetrees being sued for 
$11,113 by Peter C. Fowler, house 
painter, as result of an auto acci- 
dent. 

State Supreme Court will rule. on 
an appeal filed by the Cecil B. De- 
Mille Picture Corp. against the $35,- 
000 awarded Jedda Goudal for 
breach of contract. Case involves 
whether a film actress must take 
directions in interperting a role, 





Pola Negri put her name on a 
complaint to recover a 200,000 franc 
loan to her former husband, Serge 
M’Divani. Loan was given prior to 
their divorce. 


Held in New Orleans as suspects 
in connection with the Christmas 
gift bomb to Marion Davies, John 
Grubb and Martin Sullivan will 
probably be released. They denied 
knowledge of the bomb. 


John Gilbert denied rumors that 
he and Ina Claire would be remar- 
ried. Gilbert is in Beverly Hills. 


Tyler Brooke, actor, and wife, La 
Runa W. Brooke, filed dismissal of 
their interlocutory divorce decree in 
L. A. after effecting a reconciliation. 





For having 24 gallons of wine in 
the rear of his car, Joe Dempsey, 
brother of Jack, was sentenced to 
serve 30 days in the L. A. jail or pay 
a $60 fine. He chose the fine. 

Norma Gregg, singer and com- 
poser, is suing Fox Films and F. L. 
Stocking, Fox truck driver, in L. A. 
for $50,305 damages as the after- 
math of an auto accident. 








Alexander Pantages is being sued 
in L. A. by Dr. C. P. Kalionizes for 
$2,000 medical fees. 





Rose Marie Redwing, Indian film 
actress, is suing Robert Redwing, 
Indian film producer, for divorce and 
the $42,000 she asserts she loaned 
him, She charges cruelty and asks 
half of the community property. 





former film actor 
and ex-convict, returned to L. A. 
last week, an evangelist. He will 
conduct services in this city as he 
did in San Quentin, where he spent 
seven years for bank robbery. 


Jinks Harris, 





Course in personality added to 
| Hollywood evening high school cur- 
riculum. 


Edith Ransome, actress often in 
court, arrested in Seattle charged 
| with theft of $185 from Attorney 
| Walter C. Hinman. 
| Charging that Phyllis Brock 
;ealled him names, attacked him, 
|} drank too much and was unfaithful, 


explains it the marriage was ‘just’ Louis Brock filed a cross-complaint 


=== 


to his wife's divorce suit { Ana 
geles, First wife, Helen Stace nel 
oe euiné, asking for $750 a mont 
or alimony and suppo 

chile. Pport of a minoe 





Tony Gaudio, camerams 
by Rosina Gaudio, to whom ‘he wae 
been married for 19 years, for aL 
vorce in L. A. Superior Court on 
cross-complaint, averring Gaudi 
suffers from excess ego, She askg 
$800 a month alimony ang custod 
of their three children, ranging from 





11 to 20 years. 
California theatre, San Jose, 
Calif., robbed last week by threg 


masked bandits who escape j 
$2,500. tt. 
Judith Wood, 1931 Wampas p 
star, underwent an operation last 
week in Hollywood after an auto 
accident. Miss Wood had her nose 
remodeled. In bed a week. 


aby 


Final distribution of the estate of 
Mrs. Charlotte Smith, mother of 
Mary Pickford, approved in L, A 
Miss Pickford was made trustee and 
residuary legatee of three $200,000 
trust funds for Lottie Pickford Gil. 
lard, Jack Pickford and Gwynne 
Pickford, and will dispose of the 
balance of the $1,020,000 estate. 


Lucy Doraine, Hungarian actress, 
is suing Dr. Richard Reithmuller, 
oral surgeon and author, for di- 
vorce in L. A., charging desertion, 
They have effected a property set- 
tlement out of court. 

Pleading guilty to income tax 
evasion, Richard Dix paid a $500 
fine last week in L. A., in addition 
to $97,753 back taxes and interest. 





Duncan sisters filed schedules of 
their assets and liabilities for com- 
pletion of their bankruptcy claim in 
L. A. Liabilities of $405,097 and as- 
sets of $22,500 listed. 


Norma Talmadge and Roy Seldon 
Price sued for $188 by Barker 
Brothers, L. A. furniture store, pay- 
ment of linoleum and disappearing 
bed in her Sunset blvd. home. 





Estelle Taylor is recovering in L. 
A. from an automobile accident in 
which she was injured Christmas 
Day. Miss Taylor was riding in the 
ear belonging to Frank Joyce, 
agent, driven by the latter’s colored 
chauffeur. Car was forced off the 
road by another, and crashed into a 
tree. 





Cedric La Mar, Columbia studio 
office boy, says he will file suit 
against Ben Lyon, averring Lyon 
struck him on the jaw for no just 
reason. Lyon states La Mar was 
insolent to his wife, Bebe Daniels, 
and denies that he slugged La Mar, 
declaring he only slapped him. 


David Hutton, new husband of 
Aimee Semple McPherson, appoint- 
ed business manager of Angeles 
Temple, L. A., with Rolf McPherson, 
evangelist’s son by former mar- 
riage, assistant. Hutton’s father is 
the new purchasing agent. 


Mid-West 


Dr. Henry J. Schireson, Chicago 
plastic surgeon who had his state 
license taken away last year, is 
jammed up again. This time it’s a 
suit for $50,000 damages brought 
by Ernest J. Knapp. Plaintiff 
charges he was persuaded to un- 
dergo an operation, 





Louise Bernhardt, cousin of the 
late Sarah, is leaving the Chi Civic 
Opera company for a concert tour. 





Fire in the Bel-Park theatre 
building, Chicago, caused slight 
damage, although driving more than 
40 families into the street. Blaze, 
of unknown origin, did not harm 
the theatre. 


Gilbert Campbell, writer for trade 
and scientific papers, was found 
poisoned in his hotel tn Evanston, 
Ill. Police say attempt at suicide. 


California Candy Co., doing busi- 
ness in the Woods theatre lobby, is 
being sued by the city for short- 
weighting its boxes. Named are 
Max Shapiro and Henry Cohen, 
heads of the concern. 

Toberto Moranzoni, former con- 
ductor of the Metropolitan Opera, 
now with the Chi Civic Opera, was 
presented with the Order of the 
Crown of Italy through. the Italian 
consul in Chicago. 


Attempting to stage a holdup in 
the Cort theatre box office, a ner- 
vous and collegiate bandit was caPp- 
tured by Max Franks, one of the 
actors in Billy Bryant’s ‘Showboat 
troupe. 


magazine 
fi yund 
Not 


Turner, 456, 
editor in St. Louis, was 
drowned in the Mississippi. 
known if accident or suicide. 


Harry S. 


Fiorence Long, claiming to be @ 
former vaude performer, of! ered 
herself in marriage to anybody / 
$5,000. Miss Long, in Chicago, needs 





with 





the money for a sick sister, S' 
says. 
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——— 
Berlin 
Louis Verneuil here. 
‘yerdinand Bonn now 70. 
Ufa plans a Zepp picture. 
Erwin Piscator to Moscow. 
Julius Bernheim is homesick, 
sam Spiegel leaves Universal, 
Lois Trenker spoke over the radio. 
Emil Ludwig back from Moscow. 
Friedel Schuster to play in Lon- 


—o Mack to make a sport pic- 





Hofrat Bryk back from New 


1. Eugene Lyons here from 
OW. 
ay Bois guest playing through 
many. 
ag coe Granach back from 
York. 
Noritz Wreeder has returned from 
New York. 
Elizabeth Bergner plans to play 
in London. 


Heinrich Fraenkel in town for a 
short visit. 

Willy Fritsch 
villa ready. 

Max Ehrlich will appear at the 
State opera. 

Fritzi Massary will again perform 
in operettas. 

Karlheinz Martin in minor motor- 
ear accident. 

Paul Ludwig Stein to England for 
negotiations. , 

Dagny Servaes in 
guest playing. 

Max Pallenberg rehearsing a new 
comedy, ‘Nemobank.’ 

Margarete Melzer and Fritz Kort- 
ner in Goethe's ‘Faust.’ 

Charlotte Ander home from holi- 
day at Weisser Hirsch. 

Asta Nielsen leaving Berlin to 
settle in Paris or London. 

Felix Weingartner, German con- 
ductor, marrying, for the fifth time. 

Else Bassermann, Albert Basser- 
mann’s wife, is Max Pallenberg’s 
partner. 

Marcel Wittrisch and Helge Ross- 
wenge were signed for State opera 


getting his new 


Vienna, also 


till 1925. 

Berlin Philharmonic will tour 
during January under Wilhelm 
Furtwangler. 

Hans Albers wil! again play 
‘Sergt. Quirt’ in ‘Rivalen’ (‘What 
Price Glory’). 

Carl Zuckmayer’s “Katharina 


Knie” will have its premiere in Lon- 
don in February. 

Charlotte Susa plays double role 
in Tobis-Universal’s ‘Unter Falscher 
Flagee’ (‘Under False Flag’). 

Eugenie Schumann, daughter of 
the late composer, Robert Schu- 
mann, celebrates her 80th birthday 

Julius Aussenberg will New York 
with the English version prints of 
Elizabeth Bergner’s picture ‘Ariane’ 
and Joe May’s picture ‘Zwei in 
einem Auto’ (‘Two in a Car’). 





Moscow 





Jed Harris should be dropping in 
goon if rumors are correct. 


Em Jo Basshe, of the late New 
Playwrights, Greenwich Village, is 
eeeing the local shows. 


Mrs. Mina Harkavy, New York 
sculptress, staged an exhibition at 
the Moscow Museum of Western 
Art. Drew a lot of critical bou- 
quets, 

Among other Americans reported 
to be sharpening their teeth for a 
bite of black bread and a swig of 
kvass are Eddie Cantor and David 
Freedman. 

A gang of Soviet pianists will take 
Part in the annual Chopin celebra- 
tion in Warsaw this year. Russians 
have carried off prizes at this cele- 

tion before. 

The Vakhtangov theatre produc- 
tion of ‘Hamlet’ awaited here anx- 
lously as the most exciting offering 
of the season. Will not have its 
Premiere until March. 

Petrov and lif, co-authors of ‘Sit- 

on Diamonds’ and other novels, 
are preparing a trip to America. So 

Ogniov, author of ‘Diary of a 
Communist Schoolboy,’ published in 
New York. 

Boris Pilnyak off in some village 
Writing a book about his American 
th Pp. Gave a number of lectures on 
a same subject in Moscow. Was 

iefly impressed with the efficiency 
of bootleggers. 
tonya Walker, unemployed car- 
te nist, is seeing the Soviet scenery. 
aaa ately upon arrival he, too, 
“ae that the Five Year Plan 
ch uld surely succeed, thereby 
' eering up poor old Stalin up there 

n his Kremlin. 
ge dlentine Kataev, author. of 
Samagiowg the Circle’ and other 
ee, back home after a European 
‘Journ. Had intended to go to the 
- = A. to help Cecil DeMille put 
the 1€ film, but got tired waiting for 

vy american Visa to come through. 
ie sevelod Meierhold has an- 
at that he’s through with 
wae vem of which he is gen- 
fathe, credited with being the 
a Striking out into new the- 
to ical experiments. Erwin Piska- 

r, his foremost German disciple, 
S giving him a helping hand on a 


cy Play about the crisis in Europe. 
“td church on the Arbat street is 


- 5 pulled down to make room for 
for he erection of a new theatre 
the Nemirovich-Danchenko Mu- 








sical Studio. 


Until the new theatre 
is available this studio will continue 
to share premises with the Stanis- 


lavsky Musical Studio, the two 
groups performing on _ alternate 
nights. 





Australia 
By Eric H. Gorrick 


Yimbley and Page back to Amer- 
ica. 


“American Tragedy” 
highbrow critics. 


Hugh D. McIntosh again faces 
Bankruptcy Court. 


Forty-seven local publicity men 
form their own club, 


Mel Lawton will stage all the 
presentations for the Carrolls, 


W. T. all set for grand operas 


praised by 





next season. Agents booking artists | 


in Milan. 
Stan Crick 

shark fisherman; 

Munro of Hoyts. 


Ernest Rolls successful 
bourne with his London 
‘Bright Side Up.’ 

Work has been completed on local 
talker ‘On Our Selection’ and pic- 
ture will be premiered by G.U.T. 

A railroad strike in Brisbane 
caused business in the theatres to 
drop to zero. Strike affected neigh- 
borhood exhibitors mostly. 

Albert Cazabon replaces Ted 
Henkel as musical director Prince 
Edward, Sydney. Henkel returning 
to America after four years here. 


of Fox is an 
likewise 


expert 
Charlie 


in Mel- 
revue, 


brought much joy to the vendors of 


indoor amusements, whilst the out- | 
of-door fellows are about ready to} 


quit. 

Christmas for W. T. in Sydney in- 
clude a pantomime with Josephine 
Trix, Alfred Frith and Stan Foley, 


and the revival of ‘Florodora’ with 
Dorothy Brunton. 
Censor cut plenty from ‘Fifty 


Million Frenchmen’ before allowing 
release. ‘White Cargo’ also had 
censor’s snips. ‘American Tragedy’ 
passed without a cut. 


Union Investments, operating 
State Theatre, Sydney, and State 
Shopping Block, cleared 8,545 


pounds on past six months trading. 
Profit too small to declare dividend, 
say directors. 

Rate of exchange and other 
charges are forcing the price of 
American fan mags away up with 
some priced as high as $1 on news- 
stands. Tremendous falling off in 
foreign mag trade over here. 

Funny to see the warring heads 
of the two principal organizations 
give each other dirty looks when 
they meet during the week and, yet 
each Sunday on the golf course play 
a round together in friendly fashion. 

M-G-M will release program fea- 
tures through G.U.T., instead of 
Hoyts. Fullers will get the long 
runs fer their chain. M-G-M and 
Hoyts have not been too friendly of 
late since Hoyts switched to Para- 
mount. 

After much _ agitation, censor 
agrees to the release of the Aus- 
tralian talker, ‘The Haunted Barn.’ 
Frank Thring, managing director of 
Efftee Studios, threatened to quit 
production here and move to Lan- 
don unless censor released the pic- 
ture. 

The Carrolls believe that stage 
shows are adding to business at 
Prince Edward, Sydney, and will 
continue them. Twelve ballet girls, 
besides special dancers and stage 
novelties. Mel Lawton, g.m., of 
theatre, also stages each presenta- 
tion. 

Maurice Diamond is finding it 
tough going with his revue in a 
local theatre. Business bad and ex- 
pected show will close shortly. Dia- 
mond had previously been staging 
the ballets for various musical or- 
ganizations, but thought he would 
like to try alone. 

Fullers are watching closely their 
vaude-revue venture in Sydney and, 
if successful, will revive all over 
Australia. Inside has it that the 
Fullers will run pictures in certain 
houses in each principal city, with 
vaude-revue booked in houses that 
formerly played this entertainment. 
It is reported they are buying up 
suburban theatres for pictures so 
that vaude-revue can go into their 
city theatres. It is expected that if 
experiment is successful, the Fullers 
will again import acts next season 

Balakoviec, the violinist, is still in 
Sydney despite his concert season 
finished some weeks ago. The vio- 
linist travels around on his wife’s 
yacht, but trouble between Madame 
Balakovic and the skipper of the 
yacht has postponed the sailing 
back to Europe. The crew say they 
will not sail unless the skipper is 
reinstated, but madame says this she 
will not do. The fiddler refuses to 
interfere either way. Unless the 
yacht gets away soon, further trou- 
ble will be experienced with the 
typhoon season = around Torres 
Strait 


————=— 


ee 





Paris 

First snowfall 

Jack Tourneur back. 

Pearl White to Egypt. 

Talk again of Carol Sax. 

Elizabeth Berger to Riviera. 

Legit weak, but concerts big. 

Connie King is in the States. 

Dagmar Godowsky at Cannes. 

Ed Robinsons over from England. 

‘Nina Rosa’ a hit at the Chatelet. 

Andre Randall finally off to Lon- 
don. 

They’re still looking for Elmer 
Rice. 

Monroe Wheeler back from Eng- 
land. 

Frank Reynolds resting over holi- 
days. 

Opera Comique giving Chaliapin 


| galas. 

Lucienne Bauge injured in auto 
crash, 

Victor Prahil has a new book of 
songs, 

Gaby Morlay buying clothes for 
Egypt. 

Eugene O'Neill's house is still 
vacant, 

Edith Wharten writing letters for 
charity. 





| 





Wilson Silsby of Hollywood 
present, 

Billie, of Dollie and Billie, back 
to U. S. 

Cliff Fischer back after a rough 


| crossing. 


| 
| 


Janet Gaynor talking all about 


: | England, 
Twenty-three wet week-ends have | —n 


Americans out full force for Rene 
Clair film. 

Why aren’t Gordon Pollocks not 
returning? 

George Kann and Pauline Garon 


| to London. 


| 
| 


Icn Reed over to England for 
Christmas, 
Cclette Andrys moves to a new 


| apartment. 


| 
| 





‘La Grande Enfant’ being bought 
for Holland. 
Florence Walton remains friendly 
with her ex. 
Phillippe Herriat taking his big 
bull around. 
Terrence Kennedy getting repeat 
dance dates. 
Mary Heaton ordered back to bed 
for January. 
J. Carlo Bavetta returns from his 
Latin survey. 
Elsie Frazee 
Nice snowfall, 
yeorge Kann from London with 
new wardrobe. 
Peverall Marley doing extra time 
at the camera, 
Those American technicians with 
their new cars. 
Gwen Harrison from Budapest 
and off to Nice. 
Film houses 
Chfistmas week. 
Tourjansky on a long-term con- 
tract with Osso. 
Frank Stirling relates exciting 
tales of Albania. 
Lydell Peck telling all about pic- 
ture supervising. . 
American kid pictures about to 
swamp the town. 
Trying desperately to keep Ave- 
nue theatre open. 
Fernand Bastide opening his new 
cinema in Neuilly. 
Paul Fejos watching his first lo- 
ca'ly-produced film. 
Comoedia taking it out on Eng- 
lish-speaking papers. 
Beatrice Harrison keeping her 
name in background. 
Raquel Meller still trying to learn 
lines of Rostand show. 
Trudy Krieger to America for the 
holidays. Back in Feb. 
Etta Lee told she can stay a 
month or a year at Worth’s. 
Oeuvre trying to get back cus- 
tomers with Bruckner’s play. 
Jacopozzi illuminations being 
praised by American visitors. 
Much sentiment in farewell ap- 
neorance of Mayol at Empire. 
Barbara Hallett and Ruth Fenni- 
cong up for a few days from Capri. 
Vieux Colombier reviving old 
ws and getting ready for tour. 
Col. Leslie F. Naftzger scarcely 
and planning to leave for Lon- 


shivering during 


playing comedies 


don. 

Bob Kane doing beaucoup enter- 
‘-ining -on receipt of his Legion of 
rronor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marcel Achard and 
Steve Passeur looking at plays to- 
vr ther. 

Fanchon seeing more of Paris in 
hree days than most Americans do 
‘n three weeks. 

Puster Brown hurriedly back to 
"tel ywood for Rowland srown's 
Berrymore film. 

‘>TtTademoiselle,’ by Jacques Deval, 
‘or the St. Georges when the Piran- 
‘“l'o play folds, 

Commotion about story that Jules 
"omains was only a nom-de-plume 
“= someone else, 

Gloria Swanson annoyed at what 
ome reporters said about her ex- 
~cetod new family member. 

Athenee postponing the new Ver- 


neuil play to keep the family trade 
during the holidays with ‘Romance. 
French press riled when Countess 
de Villeneuve, quoted by London 
paper, said that London is now the 
gayest city and that Paris is dead 








The Hague 


Fritz Hirsch operetta doing well 
over here. 

American painter, Stowitt, 
an Amsterdam exhibition. 
American violinist, Viola Mitchell, 
here and drew a good press. 
Asta theatre celebrated its 
anniversary. It was the first 
film palace here. 

Dutch film star, Lien Deyers, en- 
gaged to wed Alfred Zeisler, Ufa 
producer, Berlin. 

Legit actors in most of the Dutch 
companies agree to wage cut of 
20%. Will also anply for 1932. 

Dutch film producer, Gerard Rut- 
ten, to Tobis-de Forest studios, 
Wembley, to direct Jevrenoff’s ‘Th 
Comedy of Happiness.’ 

As there always was a jam atTr. r. 
stations when revue or vaudeville 
stars arrived or departed, with a 
band playing, Dutch railways pro- 
hibit future ceremonies of the kind. 

Health department of city in mess 
because it forgot to bury a night- 
club porter, the corpse lying about 
somewhere for fortnight. Dept. has 
its hands full as well because of 
measles galore here, most of the 
schools being closed and giving the 
kids long holiday. 

Vaudeville aritsts have nothing 
to laugh at these days. In many 
countries they are barred and very 
often they don’t even get paid, as 
happened at the Casino in Rotter- 
dam. Manager disappeared but the 
owner of the theatre stepped in and 
reached a compromise. But those 
who could left the place. 


gave 


10th 
big 


Montreal 


Bronx cheers for 1931. 

Blind pig racket flourishing. 

Jim Foley turns Badminton fan. 

Lots of room at midnite shows. 

Nabes sold out on midnite shows. 

Frolics brings back Caro] Chap- 
elle. 

Hockey refs getting in bad with 
fans. 

Q.’L. C. stores had queues out for 
blocks. 


Edgar March down with pneu- 
monia., 

Hold-up epidemic at peak over 
holidays. 

Ceci] Duffy oke after ptomaine 
poisoning. 


Frank Sutton turned out best 
Xmas card. 

J. Macbeth, 
dies at Guelph. 

Clarry Foran out on $4,000 bail, 
assault charge. 

Leslie Roberts 
swindle sheets. 

Norm MacLeod breaking out with 
railway articles. 

Like last year, 
mostly on streets. 

Nite clubs come to life over week- 
end then fade out. 

Freddy Poland appointed Cana- 
dian Press, Winnipeg. 

B. M. Garfield puts on Christmas 
Basket Fund at Rialto. 

Again airing Canadian film colony 
rumor, at Trenton, Ont. 

New York fencers take interna- 
tional trophy from locals. 

‘Bring your own Yo-Yos,’ slogan 
at Rialto New Year's Eve. 

Geo. F. Hewelcke writes stand- 
out tiddleywinks skit on _ bridge 
battle. 

Charles Frick party at Lucerne- 
in-Quebec Xmas and Montreal New 
Year's. fs 

Oxford-Cambridge teams call it 
‘she-ing. Lack of snow spoils the 
outdoor sport, 

Minor children, banned from the- 
atres, now being admitted to films 
in civie buildings. 

H. A. Kaufman had big night at 
His Majesty's with white collar un- 
employed benefit Sunday (27), nets 
$1,500 for fund. 


Monkland theatre, 


struggling with 


show -shoppers 


Connecticut 


Home Progress Exposition draw- 
ing well at Stamford. 

Manager Harold Cummings, man- 
ager of Palace, Danbury, back from 
Boston. 

Palace, Danbury, using theatrical 


school students to furnish Satur- 
day vaude. 

LeRoy Clemens, dramatist, has 
Lou ‘Tellegen as guest at New 


Preston home. 

Harold T. Webster, cartoonist and 
quoits addict, strutting around 
Shippan Point. Just landed three 
‘ringers.’ 

Mme. Cristina DeSanti and Co.'s 
refused to continue the perform- 
‘nce when pay was not forthcom- 
ing at end of the second act. 





Stamford audience given refund. 


London 


Xmas in the slumps. 

Restaurants keeping open through 
conceit, 

Dorchester lunch menu stiil about 
the same. 


Free insurance drives again by 
the papers. 
Dudley Leslie resting from the 


drama desk. 
Postponed theatre 
ion spreading. 
Arthur Dent’s dinner speeches on 
the up and up. 
Herbert Wilcox in 
over ‘Rhapsody.’ 
John Murray 
dream come true. 
Lionel Powell's death 
London personality 
Walter Mutch, ‘Mail’ 
pert, looking for a flat. 
Gina Malo has a swell 
letter from Sir Alfred Butt. 
J. L. Sachs again talking ‘Smiles,’ 
but no one will believe him. 


opening fash 

rhapsodies 
Anderson had a 
took a real 
flicker ex- 


parting 


Culbertson bridge battle being 
followed closely on this side. 
Blanche Alter and Sonny Miller 


collaborating in song writing. 


Xmas greeting cards this year 
more original. Swaff leaves his face 
out. 

Charlie O’Donnell back from Af- 
rica, and the Two Rascals busted 
up again. 

Moran and Mack want to play 
England again. Obstacle, asking 


too much dough. 

Miss Capon, Earl St. John's sec- 
retary, grabbing space in the news- 
papers for efficiency. 

Two professional football sides 
may crash through the depression, 
hitting big gate receipts. 

American performers here on 
holiday only allowed to land if they 
sign not to perform either for money 
or charity. 





Havana 


By Rene Canizares 





Judge O'vany at the races. 

Plenty nudist parties Xmas night. 
Eneanto showing Argentine-made 
iilm. 

Sevilla Biltmore not opening this 
vear. 

Joe Schenck and Lewis Milestone 
here, 

Victor Rodriguez, band leader, in 
town. 

Pat Morgan returning soon to this 
burg. 

Hot rumba 
martre, 

Shirley 
chorus, 

Alberto Jimenez freed on murder 
charge, 

Hostess murder will be filed as 
unsolved, 

Fowler and Tamara dancing at 
the Casino, 

Margaret back 
Montmartre. 

Times of Cuba now issuing daily 
sheet, ‘Habanero.’ 

Montparnasse night club still un- 
der construction. 

A Columbo-Crosby double here 
in radio. Cuban, 

Hostess murder mystery still has 
the town talking. 

Fox cameramen shooting every- 
thing with sound, 

Chas. Foster arain in 
publicity for nags. 

Bohemia book shop sharing space 
with curios man. 

Frances Dade, Wampas baby star, 
on way to New York. 

Dean Sanborn, ex-ed of 
desperately ill again. 

Bombs stil! exploding around town 
with little damage. 

Circus performers going around 
neighborhood houses. 

Lawrence Tibbett in for two con- 
certs at Musical Guild, 

Nat Liebeskind to New York to 
spend holidays with Mrs. 

Encanto, Par’s deluxer, with or- 
ganist and girl band on staze. 

Juanita Hansen with Mrs. Carl P. 
Mallory here on way to California. 

Leo Reisler of New York ‘Herald 
Tribune’ to New York for holidays. 

Thousands of complimeniary 
passes for races issued this season. 

Sloppy Joe enlarged his place and 
now has smallest band stand in 
captivity. 

Black Cat cabaret furnishing 
plenty thrills for patrons with daily 
free for all. 

Somebody got fresh with Mojica, 
Mex. flicker tenor and he chastised 
that person on the street. 

Peter Arno, Watter Wancer. 
Justine Johnstone and Lou Holz 
trying to pick winning horses. 

Bee Walz presented the boys in 
the orchestra with ties for Xmas 
and they thought it was a cag. 

Al Pratchett, gen. mer. Par., giv- 
ing special matinees for English 
talking children at Trianon thes- 
tre, 

Two of New York’s most respect- 
able morning dailies have Havana 
correspondents who are cloak and 
suit clerks. 

The feminine side of this burg has 
gone wild over Jose Mojica, Mex. 
pix warbler. Did two s.r.o. concerts 
at National theatre at $5 per seat. 
On first concert students thre v tear 
gas bomb. Near riot at stage door 


dancer at the Mont- 


out of the Montmartre 


as m. c. at the 


charge of 


‘Post,’ 








to see him come out. 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, January 5, 1939 








Broadway 


George E. Stone is heah. 
Oscar Serlin may go films. 


Eddie Hatrick is in from the 
coast. 


Mildred Weber has lunch In her 
office. 


Roy Furman around on a bum 
ankle. 

Blake McVeigh in town over the 
holidays. 


Nellie Revell flew to Chicago for 
the holidays. 


Dick Maney can tell plenty about 
Billings, Mont. 


Billie Dove reached New York 
early last week. 


Jed Harris was due from Havana 
Wednesday (30). 

Nedra Smith is nom de plumed 
Madame Queen. 


B. A. Rolfe back after vacation- 
ing in Honolulu. 


Lou Frankel’s father improving 
after a bad siege. 


Monte Proser back working again 
after a sick siege. 


Benefit for Hebrew Day Nursery 
at Globe Sunday (10). 

Louis Shapiro beat a bad cold by 
a few days at the seashore. 

Gus Van opened at the Jockey 
Club Casino, Havana, last week. 

Heywood Broun’s forthcoming re- 
vue will be called ‘Stage Struck.’ 

Jack Cohn sports that camel’s 
hair coat around a la Hollywood. 

Walter Meyers received a Xmas 
ecard from an actor asking for time. 

Joe Breen of the Hays office has 
started for another trip to the 
coast. 

Eddie Kook says there’s no de- 
presh for him in the way of closing 
shows. 

Eddie McEvoy, in from Chicago, 
worries to spend the holidays with 
friends. 

The Liefs and Cleary have writ- 
tan a good night song to end good 
night songs. 

Arnold Bernhard says that despite 
all the talk no one owns his show, 

“*Bull Market.’ 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., went to 
Virginia to spend Christmas with 
the wife’s folks. 

Loew’s New York celebrated New 
Year's Eve by keeping the box 
office open until 3 a. m. 

Margaret (Par) Russell spent 
both Christmas and New Year's 
holidays in Atlantic City. 

First holiday time in years no 
Salvation Army kettles with their 
bells around Times Square. 

Irving Rossman, an attorney, is 
understood to have helped angel 
‘Sugar Hill’ for Miller & Lyles. 

Inez Courney, Betty Lawford and 
Monta Bell all headed for the coast 
Saturday (2) on the same train. 

Charlie Morrison’s last season’s 
derby available. Oke as an ashtray, 
doughnut shaper, or cornet muffler. 

Paddy Conway to ball New Year’s 
Eve, but no shilalleh because he 
timed himself to go after the fight. 

Al Trahan lost his trick pivot 
tooth at Friars’ New Year’s Eve af- 
fair. A posse found it among con- 
fetti. 

Sam Dembow, Milt Feld and Dave 
Chatkin making it look like a Pub- 
lix conference over the luncheon 
table. 

Alfred Newman, United Artists’ 
musical director at the studio, back 
in New York to confer with Sam 
Goldwyn. 

Abner Silver and L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert’s new tune, ‘Mrs. Winchell’s 
Boy,’ will be published by George 
Marlowe. 

Good uptown speak where, if cus- 
tomer buys for house, barkeep can 
only charge 10 cents even if he 
takes grog. 

Howard Hughes was on the boat 
to Havana with Joe Schenck, but 
Hughes changed his mind before the 
boat sailed. . 

Christo and Joe Freeman may 
run the restaurant at the Holly- 
wood Country Club, Florida. Christo 
is going south. 

Last week was by-line in Georgia 
for the ‘Variety’ muggs and mug- 
gesses. They will now go into hid- 
ing for another year. 

Johnny Brennan is in on the road 
trip of ‘Cloudy With Showers’ that 
Tom Mitchell took out. Brennan is 
g. m. for Crosby Gaige. 

Jeff McCarthy thinks a new Xmas 
air rifle sent the bullet into his Cen- 
tral Park apartment, breaking one 
of Jeff's windows on the way. 

The Mank has another peeve. 
Now, it’s ‘Of Thee I Sing’ because 





—_ five years ago he wrote ‘We, the 


People.’ 

A shill for one of the Square bus 
stands insists the only thing mak- 
ing money on Broadway is the legit 
theatre end, with pictures running 
second. 

Willie Wang is engaged to Yetta 
Weissbarth, both of Metro, with 
‘Killer’ Cohen in same office ex- 
pressing surprise at thought of 
mergers now. 

Radio columnists and CBS public- 
ity department will have a busy so- 
cial time this week. Three new CBS 
commercials are throwing parties 
for the columnists. 

Oram (Bud) Hutton, of ‘World- 
Telegram, sports fawn colored 
spats, iron hat and a Malacca cane. 
Oram received them as gifts from 
his co-workers in West Side Court. 


w Joe Laurie, Jr., did not overlook 





many in his exhaustive article on 
monologists in ‘Variety’s’ anniver- 
sary issue, but a correspondent 
feels that the list is incomplete 
without mention of Lou Anger and 


Jimmy Lyons. 


Don Bernard is the latest papa at 
NEC, 

Lou Lipstone doing the opera in 
full war paint. 


Don Pedro having a tooth dyna- 
mited from his jaw. 


Abe Kaufman dividing his time 
with a medic for a sore throat. 


Dave Lipton swanked down to 
French Lick for the week end. 
Joe Stout making weekly visits 
to the state line town of Villa 
Grove. 

Ulmer Turner replaces Evans 
Plummer as radio editor for ‘Herald 
and Examiner.’ 

Arch Herzoff has sworn off cigs 
and now smoking a pipe, since one 
arrived in the mails. 

They can't break Dick Voynow, 
Brunswick studio megr., of his habit 
of telling Scotch gags. 

George Wintz is handling the suds 
spigot between the acts of ‘Ten 
Nights in a Bar Room.’ Shows ex- 
perience. 

Ted Pearson being given a crack 
at ‘The Rise of the Goldbergs’ spiel 
bit. If he makes good it’s his per- 
manently. 

Sid Wormser has the job of book- 








ing spot vaude into burleycue 
houses in Chicago, Cleveland and 
Cincinnati. 


Dorothy Muel, secretary to Made- 
line Woods, in home trying to mend 
after being battered in a New Year’s 
Day auto smash. Pe 
Johnny Jones seemingly qualifies 
as a producer of units. Helping to 
turn out the ‘Follies’ presentation 
current at the Loop-End. 

Skipper Flynn, Joe Manne, Amos 
MacDonald and George Brooks 
went down to Mooseheart to stage 
a free show for 1,800 kids. 

Aaron Saperstein, Lou Abramson 
and Henri Elman will have separate 
quarters when Allied moves into 
the Standard Oil Building shortly. 
Price slashing on between the 
town’s better known ether har- 
mony teams. Instigated by a couple 
of boys recently imported from 
Ohio. 

Several boys on the edge of show 
business in town trying to promote 
some angel locally to put on a vaude 
revue like the palace shows in New 
York. 

Joe Abramson, formerly office 
manager for United Artists ex- 
change, has the managerial post at 
the new Publix-B. & K. South- 
town. 

Jack Kearns in town arranging 
for the Mickey Walker-Schmeling 
fight. He has taken Jackie Fields, 
ex-lightweight champ, under his 
wing and grooming him for the 
welterweight class. 


Hollywood 


Ann Harding’s private plane has 
solid gold fittings. 

Ed G. Robinson’s salary on ‘Hon- 
orable Mr. Wong’ was $35,000, ac- 
cording to Joyce-Selznick’s current 
10% commish suit, asking $3,500. 

Phil Harris, of the Lofner-Harris 
orch in Frisco, in town to arrange 
a couple of screen tests. His com- 
edy voice on the ether drew local 
attensh. 

According to gossip, a flock of 
Hollywood wives are expectant. 
One capitalized the gossip through 
publicity that it’s not the McCoy, 
but an adoption. 

The luck of the Cohns. Harry 
bet Junior Laemmle $500 even 
money on USC-Tulane and matched 
first for which team, with Cohn, of 
course, grabbing USC. 

Paramount after wavering has 
decided to keep the title ‘Man I 
Killed’ on the last Lubitsch picture. 
Decision due to the current call for 
horror, blood and thunder. 

New low rentals for furnished 
houses now in vogue with winter 
tourist influx mild; $150 monthly 
houses in fairly nice if not ritz 
naborhoods going for $75-$85 rent- 
als. 

Ike and Dan Greenberg, majority 
mortgnge holders in Western Cos- 
tume Wo., have taken over all assets 
and li.bilities of the company, buy- 
ing up liens and equities for 10-33% 
cash. 

‘Examiner’ has detailed its ace 
studio legman, Jim Mitchell, to 
write a daily production story for 
the drama page. Stories are all op- 
timistic and stress production ac- 
tivities. 

The Henry Kolkers, eastbound by 
motor to set a new Kolker-George 
Manker Watters play on Broadway, 
are not sub-letting their house but 
closing it up on the theory that if 
the play’s a click they don’t have to 
worry, and if it fiops they'll be trek- 











king back pronto, 





CHATTER 





New Years brought an orgy of 
openings among the supper clubs. 


Ray Teal and Musikers opened at 
the Olympia theatre in Miami New 
Year’s Eve, 

Walter O’Keefe has set sail for 
Chicago to be on hand for the west- 
ern premiere of “‘Three’s a Crowd.’ 

The season is on. Loge seats at 
the Community theatre in Miami 
Beach, where smoking is permitted, 
have been boosted to one buck per. 


One theatre answered the picket- 
ers by posting a sign that the ope- 
rators had refused to work for $53 
a week, adding: ‘They would rather 
carry signs than work.’ 

Club Lido opened with Tamara 
and ‘Free for All’ as the headliner. 
Al B. White is m.c. Maybelle Swor 
and Charlie Sabin are dancing, with 
Emil Coleman’s orchestra playing. 


Bouche’s Villa Venice has a big 
floor show, including Sally Rand of 
films. Also made its bow New 


Years, as did the Floridian Supper 
club and a flock of the smaller fry. 

Hospital Notes—Harold Bell 
Wright is at the Pancoast recover- 
ing from a recent illness; Mrs. 
Jimmy Walker, wife of New York’s 
tourist mayor, is having some trou- 
ble with her teeth. 

Bob Davis, rambiing reporter for 
the New York ‘Sun,’ has halted his 
rambles for a while to golf and chat 
with friends around Miami. He’s 
staying aboard R. S. Ward’s yacht 
at the Royal Palm docks in Miami. 

Lots of golfers doing their stuff 
here this winter, but there are many 
more of them spending their time 
on the bathing beaches getting a 
sun tan as there are spending their 
money on greens fees and merely 
getting red necks and noses. 

Don Lanning m. c’ing at the 
Frolics club in Miami. Don used to 
be leading man in a stock company 
down here, dividing his time be- 
tween Miami and Asheville. Then 
he hit Broadway as leading man in 
‘Good News’ and the days of stock 
were all over, but Don always re- 
turns to Miami every winter. 

Caesar La Monica’s band will fur- 
nish the mypsic for Miamians who 
like theirs out of doors this winter. 
Caesar landed the city contract and 
will drag down $6,000 for 12 weeks 
of concerting in the bay front band 
shell where Arthur Pryor once per- 
formed, Caesar agreed to use only 
Miamians in his 24-piece band. 

Speaking of troubles, Artie’s Ren- 
dezvous, one of those places, just 
outside the city limits of Miami 
Beach, was caught in the same up- 
heaval which upset five New York 
supper clubs following a Federal 
court decision. The officers trimmed 
down everything but the wall paper, 
and the job wasn’t at all neatly 
done. 

Some of the Miami theatres are 
still having a battle with the pic- 
ture operators. Charles Walder, 
manager of the Tivoli, has been sued 
for $50,000 by Frank Marcus, booth 
man and picketer, who charges he 
was arrested twice on affidavits 
signed by Walder. Marcus seeks 
damages and will try to prove false 
arrest and malicious prosecution. 

Fiock of CBS and NBC artists 
trying to get permission to broad- 
cast their programs from Miami 
Beach so they can winter here. Ed- 
die Cantor, Rudy Vallee and Helen 
Morgan all took to the air from 
Miami last winter, and Seth Parker 
did his stuff down here this fall. 
The local Chambers of Commerce 
invites ‘em all—all, that is, except 
the Cliquot Club Eskimos. 

First cloudy day in a month 


greeted the opening of Frank 
Bruen’s $800,000 Tropical racing 
park. With a fair-sized opening 


day crowd in spite of the clouds, 
Bruen is hopeful of holding his own 
during his first meeting and then 
making a few shekels when he gets 
back into things Yater in the season 
for his second meeting. In between 
come the Hileah racing dates. 

Ligon Johnson is at the Lincoln 
hotel in Miami Beach. Ligon is 
consulting counsel for several of the 
larger picture corporations. He has 
a library of 9,000,000 titles, since it 
is his job to go over all proposed 
names for pictures to avoid any 
suits for plagiarism. Life is only 
one name after another to Mr. 
Johnson, but think what a job he’d 
have if they tried to keep from re- 
ae old jokes by the same sys- 
em. 

Ralph Calvetti and Californians 
are at the Roman Pools Casino. The 
Pools layout is staging quite a 
comeback, It was the first rendez- 
vous for society in Miami Beach, 
and everyone who was anything 
went there for the fashionable 11 
o’clock bathing hour, the afternoon 
bridge and the evening dinner dance 
and what not. With the advent of 
new pools and supper clubs, the old 
customs changed, but this season a 
new policy is on. Many of the pat- 
rons of former days are once more 
finding their way back. 

Looks as though Madison Square 
Garden will try another big-time 
fight this winter, matching Maxie 


Schmeling and Mickey Walker, If 
they can get a few of Maxie’s man- 
agers in the ring for the semi-final 
battle royal the card will be a nat- 
ural, Madison Square struck a 
gusher down here a few years ago 
in the Sharkey-Stribling bout at 
Miami Beach, Then they moved 
their plant over to Miami, but 
couldn’t bring in another killing 
with such inferior cards as the 
Sharkey-Scott diving circus or the 
Walker-Risko elimination argument. 
Now with a live champion on ex- 
hibition, there may prove ot be some 
gold in them thar sands. 

As to the beaches—well, the new 
extreme styles in bathing suits are 
leaving their mark aplenty. In fact, 
X marks the spot on many a back 
where it is just as well not to lend 
a helping hand. 

Bringing up the sad experience of 
a certain young woman of the 
chorus who poses mostly in imagi- 
nation in one part of the floor show 
at one of the supper clubs. She 
spent a whole afternoon at the 
beach getting generously tanned. 
That was plenty generous in her 
new bathing suit, which consisted 
of a brassiere and a pair of brief 
trunks, Just about the time she was 
to go on the floor that night, the 
tanned parts showed up a nice 
burned shade. The rest was very, 
very white. The manager marched 
her right out of there, howling, 
‘They’ve been calling this troup a 
bunch of hams, and now you come 
aiong looking like a strip of fried 
bacon,’ 





Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 





Burning Christmas trees for fuel. 


All eating joints down to 25c for 
full course, 


Wrestling racket here drawing 
better than fights. 

Flop house advertises bed and 
coffee—10 pennies. 

Savings and loan companies pay- 
ing small dividends, 

New Year’s full course dinners at 
25c, with few takers. 

Local leggers reported this worst 
holiday season in years. 

Lots of Canadian money coming 
to banks. Discount 20%. 

Peddling bottles of beer, 
anteed, in the hip pockets. 

Christmas and New Year’s were 
headaches here for merchants. 

The drive to Canada started day 
before Xmas. Return took a week. 

They’re robbing post offices here 
now for stamps to send home for 
money. 

It’s getting worse here. Salva- 
tion Army ballyhooed their charity 
kettles, 

Fire laddies good angels this 
Christmas. They are kings now with 
kiddies. 

Hundreds trekked to the deep 
snows of Mount Tacoma over the 
holidays. 

Lot of goofs going nuts over na- 
tional bridge contest, but not buy- 
ing the books. 

More turks sold this Christmas 
and New Year’s than in 20 years. 
Average price 32c. 

Mayor issues usual Christmas 
cheer bull through local shopping 
news. It’s a burn and why not? 

Bald heads here are now going 
without their hats. It’s raining and 
théir pates are getting wet, but they 
claim it encourages hair. 

Putting up new marquee at Fox 
Broadway theatre to take place of 
old one, which crashed, but this. does 
not mean the house will reopen. 

Northwest Brewing Co. ran this 
ad in Tacoma ‘New Tribune’ Christ- 
mas: ‘If all our wishes for Christ- 
mas and Happy New Year come 
true you'll have all the good things 
you've ever wanted.” This is near- 
beer concern, 


Lexington, Ky. 


By Charles G. Dickerson 


guar- 








Denishawn Dancers booked Feb. 3. 

Horowitz, pianist, next on concert 
series, 

Roses in bloom and bees buzzin’. 
S’truth, 

Town goes under city manager 
regime this week, with entire new 
deal at city hall. 

The Kentucky (Publix) announces 
RKO acts three week end days 
weekly. First vaude here in three 
years. 

U. S. Commissioner here advised 
by district federal judge not to is- 
sue warrants for persons found with 
less than a gallon of liquor in their 
possession, 

John Moutoux, reporter for the 
Knoxville (Tenn.) ‘Sentinel’ barred 
from mine war trial at Mt. Sterling 
because articles in his paper aroused 
ire of trial judge. 

Operation of local race track this 
year depends on whether state leg- 
islature reduces daily license on 
tracks from $2,500 to percentage of 
the mutuel take. If not, Kentucky 
will have to find something besides 


— 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





i Bisceglia gone to Harrison, 


Jack Nicoll now operati 
agency. - ting a taxi 

Jack Lederman doin 
Front st, ee 

Lillian Zeigler to 
the husband. 

Fred Rith seen up in the Rronx, 
He’s coming back. ; 

Joe Lang making overtures for a 
broadcasting berth. 

Lilly Leonora has the prize deco« 
rated room of the lodge. 

Millie Jasper walking around the 
first time in six months. 

Sixty patients want to thank you 
for the holiday greetings. 

Toni Temple and Dorothy Wilson 
big-streeting it for two weeks. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Arndt were 
Ida Howarding it for a weekend. 

Why the dirty Xmas cards? Try 
good cheer and laughs; they help. 

Fred ‘Bones’ Bachman exercising 
and down towning to see talkers, 

Xmas day was a big one at the 
lodge. Everybody satisfied and 
happy. 

Marion Perrotte went to Water. 
town, N. Y., visiting relatives over 
the holidays. 

Vernon Lawrence on Long Island 
for a stay. Likes ducks and that 
kind of ozone. 

Danny Murphy, who talks an@ 
looks like Jack Pearl, Bronxing it, 
First time out. 

George Vogelle motored in to holi- 


N. Y. to visit 


day with the frau, Kitty Vogelle, 
She’s at her best. 

Geo. W. Milton, the original 
Jiggs, now at the Elks’ National 


Home, Bedford, Va. 

Doc Peyton radioed a special pro« 
gram for the patients here from Al< 
bany. Nice work, Doc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Martin and 
Lou Powers and family motored in 
to visit Annamae Powers. 

Nurses all on a vacation. Only 
one real sick patient in our san, 
and he’s suffering from dandruff. 

Still talking about that Thanks<« 
giving dinner tendered by Mrs, 
Murphy. Lots-a-pills the next day. 

Louis Rheingold putting on &@ 
great comeback in Trudeaux, N. Y. 
Louis would like to have more let- 
ters. 

Marshall Taylor, Fox district 
manager, Saranaced it for a day, 
paying A. B. Anderson, manager, a 
visit. 

Wire from Tony Curley who is 
ozoning at the Clancy cottage, Tru- 
deaux, N. Y., but now holidaying in 
Brooklyn. 

Bert Ford tried Hoboken, N, J. 
for two weeks and put on Six 
pounds and rosy cheeks. Claims the 
N. J. water did it. 

Hi Tom Long, at U. S. Vet Hos- 
pital in Alexandria, La., sure fight- 
ing that battle. Maintains he will 
11:45 it in the near future, 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 








Dancehall racket is still out of the 
red. 
Publix Olympia may go vaudfilm 
when the new Paramount opens. 

Lew Conrad and his team at the 
Met swelled up over making a na- 
tional air hour. 

Depression did not affect New 
Year’s Eve. Theatres sold out solid 
and prices tilted more than ever. 

Fritzi Scheff makes her stock de- 
but as guest star with the Somere 
ville company and drew capacity. 

Syd Reinherz played 28 radio pro< 
grams out of Boston last week in 
addition to his routine at one of the 
Publix grand pianos. 

Prince A. Gadston’s campaign to 

revive interest in religious film pro- 
grams fades. Police arrested him 
charging the films were stolen prop- 
erty. 
Henry Taylor inaugurated a stunt 
by reproducing the Culbertson-Lenz 
bridge brawl play by play in the 
Met lobby. Idea was good except for 
the fact that the public wasn’t in«- 
terested. 

Huge Boston Opera House is to be 
used as a palatial home for wres- 
tling, despite the fact that four 
years ago the Shuberts are said to 
have fainted when the same sugges 
tion was made. 


Indianapolis 


By Gene Haynes 








Holiday business held up. 

Frankie Parrish back from Cali¢ 
fornia, 

Berkell stock at Keith’s getting 
good play. : 

Terry's band replacing Sautell’s 
at Indiana roof. 

Walt Wagner's 
Lyric ballroom, 

Red Curtis band in at Show Boat, 
dance and eatery, 

Ohio usher stabs another, 
say it was a joke. 

Jim and Walt, local favs, formerly 
of WBFM, back at lyric for one 
nite, 

Jac Broderick boosted because of 
showing 500 kiddie dancers made on 
Indiana stage last week, 

Circle using talent from WKBF, 
including Connie’s band, Harry 
Bason, Louise Spillman, Vaughn 


Collegians at 


Both 








race horses to make it famous, 


Cornish and Bromley House. 
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Uncommon Chatter | 


By Ruth Morris 











At the Palace 


Audience ladies won't pick up any 
style hints at the Palace this week 
—unless they plan iv enter vaude- 
ville and indulge a yen for showy, 
over-decorated costumes, 

Of the rhinestoned gowns, Clara 
Barry's is best. Described in dei- 
icate chiffon, a soft cowl neck and 
gently flaring skirt are patterened, 
from shoulder to knee, in tiny 
sparkling stones. Brilliantly trimmed 
pastelle chiffon is not slenderizing 
but Miss Barry doesn't give a hoot. 
Her comments on her own plump- 
ness convince audiences of her 
good humor, her occasional smile 
indicating that she’s really not as 
bad tempered as she pretends. 
Brittle, sardonic style establishes 
an infallible mould for all vaude- 
ville ladies who scrap with their 
stage partners. 

Trini hasn’t enough confidence in 
her evenly cut profile, simple coif- 
fure and well-proportioned figure. 
Beauty that would be enhanced by 
simply draped monotones is cheap- 
ened by closely-sequined chiffons, 
embroidered shawls and heavy gold 
lace—particularly when the lace has 
a three inch-gash that wrecks its 
splendid pretense. 

Little Sylvia Froos is so proud of 
having outgrown stage babyhood 


’ that she chooses an ankle-lenght 


gown to prove how really grown 
up she is. Rhinestones glittering 
in heavily patterened lace are too 
sophisticated for a fresh young 
deb who needs only a little more 
confidence in her voice and manner- 
isms to develop into a first-rate 
singing engenue. 

Returning to the Palace with their 
old Napoleonic skit, the Marx 
Brothers’ only innovation is a new 
‘Josephine,’ a statuesque blonde who 
maintains dignity against the Marx- 
ian onslaughts and suffers only the 
misplacement of a pair of carmined 
lips. 

The ruby-studded, magenta faced, 
scarlet-beaded white velvet of one 
of the Yacopis indicates the num- 
ber of shades of red that can get 
all mixed up in a vaudeville cos- 
tume. Another Miss Yacopi, whose 
job is not to model style but to 
help in swift acrobatic stunts, 
adopts an acrobatic abbreviation of 
lavishly rhinestoned velevt that is 
unbecoming to a muscular figure. 





Protecting a Star 

‘Mata Hari’ is a text book on the 
glamorous treatment of a star. It 
doesn’t proceed on the false premise 
that Greta Garbo films will sustain 
themselves and that an actress, at 
the height of popularity, needs little 
support from her studio. Other 
companies may find it advisable to 
economize on important name prod- 
uct, but Metro continues to sur- 
round Miss Garbo with canny de- 
vices for maintaining stardom. 

In a lengthy introduction that 
builds suspense for its main char- 
acter, ‘Mata Hari’ describes its star 
as a brooding, mysterious celebrity. 
Men die for her; gallants fight for 
her favors. Long before Miss Garbo 
appears on the screen, audiences 
are convinced. 

A strong cast is directed to play 
every scene up to the star. Care- 
ful photography blesses’ every 
close-ep. Miss 


the rest. 
All her gowns are camera-wise 


benefitting by shimmering fabrics 
specially chosen for their import- 
ance against background. Exotic 
motifs carry out the impression of 
Contrasting 
elaborate appointments, their lines 

But the 
contrived 
through the careful deliberation put 
into every apparently careless fold. 
Given gorgeous clothes, Garbo puts 
them on and forgets all about them 
and, backed by every department on 


a bizarre personality. 


are sweeping and simple. 
simplicity is artfully 


the MGM Iot, sails on to film glory. 





* Mary Astor’s Problem 


‘Men of Chance’ disregards that 
there's more to Parisian atmosphere 
than the studio reproduction of 
sidewalk cafes, race-course bars and 


a suite at the Ritz. 


Mary Astor, heroine of the Franco- 
American race-track yarn, gets to 
Screening pret- 


Paris by process, 
tily, she performs as sincerely as 
an artificial script will allow, but 
fanettes doubt she could success- 
fully masquerade as a Countess 
while her wardrobe is composed of 
gowns- that frankly admit a poor 
impersonation of grandeur. If she's 


Garbo’s individu- 
ality and magnificient costumes do 


wear a lace capelet and an unbe- 
coming horse-hair hat to Long- 
champs, that’s her misfortune. 
Kitty Kelly aims to be a wise- 
cracking Yankee maid who high- 
jacks, then high-hats the Boule- 
vardiers. Miss Kelly keys her per- 
formance to the musical comedy 
mood, throwing stalwart determi- 
nation into lines of obvious comic 
relief. 





Jamming Up the New Year 


‘How Do You Do, 1932! The Para- 
mount stage show greets the New 
Year, makes some prophecies, and 
proceeds with their interpretation. 
1932 will begin brightly, this stage 
show believes, and so the David 
Bines Girls open with a smart mili- 
tary drill on their toes. Lights full 
up, red, white and blue costumes 
fresh and and interesting, precision 
perfect. 
3ack come the Bines Girls later, 
slaves in chiffon rags. Their ankles 
are shackled with chains and they 
cringe before the whip of Evil, who 
is the male adagio dancer of Adier 
and Bradford. 
Now Good arrives, his white 
satin and chiffon clad lady partner, 
swung down from the ceiling on a 
moving crane. Evil tries to knock 
the spirit out of her, shaking her 
and hurtling her about, but Good 
holds on. So at last Evil slinks off, 
and then the Bines Girls throw off 
their chains and, followed by Good, 
who's meanwhile lost her skirt, 
they slowly ascend a zig-zag ramp 
that leads to the top of the stage. 
It’s interesting, watching their 
movements at first, but the proces- 
sion takes so long to end that the 
ultimate reaction is acute tedium. 
1932 ends abruptly. Desperation 
to have it all over with, perhaps. 
The Bines Girls are on the zig-zag 
ramp again, in short red costumes 
this time, for a brief bit of hand 
waving to the audience until the 
curtains have the forethought to 
close on a good interstioned but 
sadly befuddled new year, a year 
that leaves nothing to remember it 
by except its confusion. 

Dagover’s Eugenies 
A poorly presented Lil Dagover 
greets American audiences in “The 
Woman from Monte Carlo.’ A 
great to-do over the foreign star. 
Now the public will wonder what 
all the noise was for. And it’s not 
Miss Dagover's fault. 
She can screen beautifully when 
lights, background and costumes 
come to her aid. She’s an excel- 
lent actress, quite capable of draw- 
ing sympathy and holding attention. 





But she can’t overcome ‘The 
Woman from Monte Carlo” Few 
actresses could, 

The studio has dressed her 


throughout in adaptations of Eu- 
genie costumes, cheaply executed, 
badly fitted to her figure. Her 
quaint head-dress—hair swept back 
to a cluster of ringlets at the back 


in a few scenes if it were contrasted 
by softer coiffures. Her perform- 
ance is restricted to one key, which 


tendency is to under play. 





Gutter Mikes at Hip 


lights are not to be trusted. 


distorts her voice into an unpleas- 
ant blur. 
Miss Heller {of Heller and Riley) 
and travels across-stage as 


nears each microphone. 


taffeta evening gown 


contrast to an entrance 


pink ribbon. 





of the head—would be interesting 


is dangerous for an actress whose 


Hippodrome ladies are wrong to 
place too much faith in the demon 
microphones that complicate ap- 
pearances at RKO's biggest house. 
Amplifiers spaced along the foot- 


The songstress who crowds up on 
the mike in her anxiety to get 
across is not heard at all. If she 
stands a little way back the mike 


If she happens to be 


she 
sings, her pleasant carolling swells 
into blasts of terrific soprano as she 


Otherwise Miss Heller remembers 
to stand at the proper distance to 
project amplified comedy questions. 
Her second choice of a turquoise 
is in good 
rock of 
black lace, spoiled for no good rea- 
son, by an enormous hip-bow of 
Having had the cour- 


age to introduce a burnt orange 
chiffon hanky with the turquoise 
gown, she loses confidence in a good 
colore scheme and chooses slippers 
of pale pink. 

Jane and Katherine Lee are 
vaudeville’s own children and noth- 


scare them. It would be better for 
the comedienne, Jane, if she weren't 
quite so sure of herself—didn’t find 
her own comedy so amusing. Well 
groomed in ai two-tone purple 
sports ensemble, she’s pretty 
enough to get by on looks without 
plunging immediately into comic 
grimaces, A good  knockabout 
clown, she should lure the audience 
more gently to her good natured 
tricks. Katherine is still proud of 
her full head of titian hair, which 
she releases in two long braids just 
to prove it’s not a prop. Both girls 
should wear darker stockings. 
Gloria Foy can rise above micro- 
phones. Her taps come out sharp 
and clear; her rangy soft-shoe rou- 
tines flattered by yards of flutter- 
ing blue chiffon, Impersonations of 
Garbo, Damita and Dietrich save 
themselves by claiming to be ‘bur- 
lesques,’ and are condoned by per- 
mitting Miss Foy to finale in a sleek 
Dietrich leotard that would be 
greatly improved by sheer black 
hose. 

Clyde Cook's assistant remembers 
to prod her partner into the proper 
microphone line, and dresses stun- 
ningly in a flowered lame bright- 
ened by scarlet hanky and gold- 
trimmed sandals. She’s a good 





straight woman who shouldn't try 
to sing. 
A Rakish Soubret 
Capitol’s ‘Frolicks of 1932’ is a 


reminiscent unit. Rather than at- 
tempt to create a new vogue for 
the New Year, it revives former 
fads of entertainment. 

Joyce Coles and the Chester Hales 
model the frocks that shocked au- 
diences at the turn of the century 
when gowns were well fortified with 
ruffles that were roguishly dis- 
played. Modern gals accustomed 
to frankly revealing leotards, the 
Hales find nothing shocking in Can- 
Can costumes. Exposing the multi 
colored foundations of white satin 
skirts is to them just. part of a 
mechanical dance routine. A rak- 
ish soubret, Joyce Coles, cake- 
walks in a calf-length skirt of gold 
sequins, her hat an enormous black 
velvet that flaunts a saucy white 
aigrette. 

Though Russian modes have van- 
ished from musical comedy and 
vaudeville, they crop up now and 
then to lend shrieking color to pic- 
ture house units. ‘Frolicks of 1932’ 
opens with a Chauve Souresque 
background and the gay pageantry 
of Russian peasant and _ court 
gowns, 





Ocean Talkers 





(Continued from page 5) 


trips to the 15 five-day passages 
over the Atlantic by the ‘Leviathan.’ 

Pictures companies are awaken- 
ing to the new revenue provided by 
the electrics’ hunt for new fields. 
Exciusive bookings by a few of the 
producers with several of the lines 
has resulted in instructions being 
general to watch the ocean screens. 
Most of the companies now have 
men who concentrate on water con- 
tracts. Warners, through a bit of 
early salesmanship signed up the 
Furness-Bermuda line to show only 
its own product. 

The U. S. Lines and most of the 
others are getting picture-wise. 
They have men in their home offices 
who concentrate on picture shop- 
ping. In the case of the U. S. only 
pre-run product will be booked. The 
rentals for this are from $100 to 
$150 per showing on shipboard. 

The merchant marine is even 
more awake to the ocean theatre 
than the industry, itself. A check of 
New York piers shows that the 
waterfront is doing the biggest pas- 
senger business regards already the 
theatres aboard ship as an institu- 
tion come to stay. 

Flat Rental 

This does not take into considera- 
tion the U. S. Navy which already 
has 250 of its boats and shore sta- 
tions wired for sound. The Navy 
pays a flat rental of 6%c. per foot 
for bookings that range from 30 to 
60 days, depending upon the voyage. 
The income from the Navy, which 
has all RCA Photophone equipment, 
now obviously is many times that 
now being averaged from the mer- 
chant marine. 

In the navy there is no ‘run’ dis- 
tinction. The ships get features as 
soon as they are generally released, 
which automatically establishes 
them in a class with the first-run 
theatre ashore. The merchant ma- 
rine, on the other hand, is classified 
the same as lubbee houses and must 
pay according to the run. The first 
30 ships thus may be compared to 
deluxe theatres in key cities. 








the kind of a girl who wants to 


ing as minute as a microphone can 


it is not policy for either the m. m. 


Going 
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Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Girls in Jail 


to know how to get in. 


up girls. 


the coiffures are ever so much bet- 
ter. A hairdresser at this particu- 


marcels and is darned good at per- 
oxide touch-ups, too. 


the prison laundry each day. 
sleep in dormitories and have the 
most fun whispering after ‘lights 
out!’ Evenings they have their 
choice of bridge, a round of juicy 
gossip, picture show, four part har- 
mony singing or playing in the 
ladies’ jazz band. Nothing to worry 
about, plenty of excitement, good 
beds and you meet so many differ- 


pretty little thing with flashing eyes, 
the daring one, who breaks rules. 
She leaves without permission one 
night, safely swimming the waters 
through searchlights, bullets and 
speed boats. 

Wynne Gibson, another Big House 
girl, ig the sullen kind. She hates 


Hilda Vaughn is a snooping old 
tattle-tale. The girls don't trust 
her. They turn to dusky Louise 
Beavers for solace and protection; 
she’s so kind. Edna Bennett, the 
stuck-up with her fancy airs is 
a joke to the rest. She overdoes it 
so. 

They're ‘a happy, interesting 
group, these Ladies of the Big 
House. All they had to do was 
murder their husbands and now 
they’re set for life. 





Hot Stuff From 1880 


The rest of the 1880 detail in ‘Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ is so charm- 
ingly accurate, surely the delicately 
directed scene wherein Miriam Hop- 
kins disrobes as a preliminary to 
the practice of her profession must 
be true of the times, too. Granted 
that, then the artistry of ardor of 
Victorian ladies has been grossly 
underestimated. They were wise 
with such basic understanding of 
the ways of allure as to make the 
modern maid seem but a gross 
amateur. 

In any age Miriam Hopkins would 
be a head Lorelei, but surrounded 
with Victorian trappings her appeal 
takes on a dexterous naivete that is 
a triumph for femininity. A glimpse 
of her ankles is forbidden by cus- 
tom; there is nothing however to 
prohibit appreciation of her thighs. 
She wears sheerest black stockings, 
fastened with beribonned garters, 
which end their course high above 
her knees with a splendid finale 
contrasting black silk with firm 
white flesh. Innumerable frilled 
petticoats mask the outlines of her 
figure, yet when she sheds them 
for bed, she scorns completely any 
night robe whatever. Long sleeves, 
long skirts, and a decolltage frankly, 
drastically cut away. The stuffy. 
overburdened styles of the 1880's 
held their reward in suspense. 

It is Rose Hobart’s thankless task 
to play a good girl, so obedient to 
her elders that she loses irrevocably 
her one love. There’s no doubt 
about her goodness; it’s so thorough 





or the navy to charge admissions. 
The navy attendance at its own pic- 
ture projections is estimated night- 
ly as approximately 60,000 men. 

Portable equipments are not popu- 
lar on shipboard. Straight and per- 
manent wiring prevails in 95% of 
the existent installations. 

Compared to the turn-over from 
boats even the visual educational 
field looks less interesting. That 
however, is another new market 
which serious students in the picture 
business agree will be tremendous as 
soon as it is properly cultivated. 

Churches are now getting equal 
attention from the electrics, al- 
though the ckances for producer 
revenue are not as assured or As 
consistent as that from the ocean. 
Executives in the electrics who have 
surveyed the pulpit field estimate 
there are 2,000 certain equipment 
sales in thé* country alona 





‘Ladies of the Big House’ prom- 
ises to show the ladies the real in- 
side when a lady goes to jail. After 
looking ‘it over, women may want 


Jail here seems a nice place, sort 
of like a boarding school for grown- 
The food isn’t bad, the 
striped denim uniforms are no more 
unbecoming than convent garb, and 


lar Big House gives the loveliest 


The girls put in a little time at 
They 


it. mates her completely aul 
only -reates wonder that ‘Dp 
Jekyll could be so desperately fond 
of her, after he encounters Miriam 
Hopkins. 





Old and New 

To make it easy for the student 
of those things at Loew’s State thig 
week, an excellent example of 9 
‘smart’ dance act follows right upon 
the heels of a splendid specimen of 
a standard vaude flash act. There 
is a tremendous contrast in style 
between the old and new, yet the 
audience is equally appreciative of 
both. Talent always goes no mat- 
ter how it’s dressed. 

Wally Sharples and Co. represent 
the old style. The sister team in 
this act who announce its sceneg 
are perfect little ladies in short, 
short skirts. Their hair is curled 
in ringlets, their costumes frilled 
and trimmed, every once in a while 
they burst into a stomp and then 
immediately subside; always they 


ent kinds of women. It must be} Work earnestly and seriously. The 
broadening. red-headed girl who plays the 

There's Sylvia Sidney, for in- sketches wears an orchid satin 
stance. She’s the intense type, a negligee voluminously, if garishly, 


banded with Chinese blue curly 
ostrich. There is no nonsense about 
her either. Everything about the 
women in this act is decorous, sin- 
cere and fancy. 

Then Dave Jones and Co., a group 
of bright young things who got their 
start in the ‘sophisticated’ intimate 


i he sister team here is tall 
everybody; everybod therefore| revue. T 

nates her, yet in a vsliete there’s and leggy. Their skirts just clear 
nothing she wouldn't do for a pal. the floor, their costumes simple, 


unbroken line. They brush their hair 
rigorously flat, they dance gracious<- 
ly and cooly. 

Peggy Lee, the cut-up, wears @ 
tailored red crepe street dress. She 
wrinkles up her nose like Gertrude 
Lawrence, her dancing concerns it- 
self a lot with derriere-kicking, her 
gestures with nose-thumbing. These 
young women are self-confident, 
hoyden, and dressed in good taste, 
Their costumes disdain to be the- 
atrical. 

Only the finishes of both acts are 
alike, everybody downstage, the 
Sharples people singing lustily, the 
Jones group dancing violently. A 
wow finale still means, as it always 
has, feverish, forte activity. 





_New Kind of Straight Woman 
Two pretty girls in nurse’s unl- 
forms stand at the doors of the 
Eighty-Sixth. They say nothing. 
They let their uniforms explain all 
Feature is ‘Frankenstein.’ 

On the stage, the neatly dressed 
matron who stooges for Charlie Hill 
wins first place. He calls her Miss 
Fitz. Her real name deserves to be 
known. She’s a brand new kind of 
straight woman. Of all the women 
who are supposed to be just stand- 
ing in the wings accidentally in 
vaude, she alone fits the description. 
Her make-up and her black satin 
dress and satin turban are what the 
well-dressed hausfrau wears to @ 
matinee. Her bewilderment is cred- 
ible, lightly done, and her voice well 
trained. V’hen she hits sour notes, 
she attacks them with complacent 
seriousness. No mugging destroys 
her spontaneity nor her placid 
naturalness. 

Betty Browne's knee-length blue 
flannel sports dress is well tailored 
and well pressed, which in itself is 
something. Her dumb answers get 
results from her small, squeaky, 
baby talk voice. When she sings, 
she has the wisdom to darken the 
stage and stand in front of a tiny 
footlight spot, lighting which makes 
her small voice seem very precious. 
Johnny Tyrell’s act boasts four 
young women who divide them- 
selves up .nto Three Rhythm 
Dancers and a blonde high kicking 
specialist. The Rhythm Girls get 
into their challenge dancing quickly, 
for their line-up, they realize, is not 
too evenly spaced. Act’s brown 
chiffon beaded shorts and orange 
chiffon backless bodices, worn with 
brown felt Evgenie hats with orange 
feathers, are effective stage Cco*- 
tumes if a little mad. 





A German Story 

In ‘Zwei Manschen’ a fraulein 
sends her lover back to the priest- 
hood rather than permit him to 
break his vows, and then commits 
suicide to end the emptiness of her 
life. That is too splendid to be 
human. 

Charlotte Susa wrings audience 
hearts not because renunciation is 
easy for her but because she is 30 
warm blooded. Whatever she does, 
whether it is setting the table oF 
putting away the laundry, she 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Doug Fairbanks’ new salary of 
315,000 weekly act laimed the top 
‘anywhere for anything.’ Fairbanks 
was asking that price with $10,000 
pid. With Triangle. 





British Board of Trade was 
parring all American acts from 
landing without permits. American 
were regarded as hurting Brit- 





acts a 
ish players’ chances. History re- 
peats. 

Loew added Birmingham and 


Memphis to Atlanta as nu¢ leuos of 
his southern string. 





Morris Gest was transforming the 
interior of Manhattan op. house to 
resemble a church. Playing ‘The 
Wanderer,’ transcript of ‘The Prod- 
igal Son.’ 





Exhibs were stewing over the 
proposition to tax pictures by N.Y. 
State. Wondered if the solons knew 
that 90% of the theatres were not 
netting profits, and a drop in num- 
ber from 1914. Condition blamed on 
higher film rentals. Houses were 
built when $60-$70 was scale. Had 
risen to $200-$300 and still upping. 


Stage crew of the Punch and 
Judy theatre gave their own ver- 
sion of “Treasure Island’ for one 
performance. 


‘Clipper, afraid we were building 
too many theatres, pointed out that 
each house above 34th street dark- 
ened one below the line. 





Most cities reported a poor post- 
holiday business, but Chicago was 
keeping up the pace with record box 
office takings. No cut rates there 
and two-for-one unheard of. 





Goldwyn films bragging of its star 
line up; Jane Cowl, Maxine Elliott 
and Mae Marsh. Miss Marsh made 
good. 





New York license bureau, which 
exercised a sort of loose censorship 
on pictures through its power to 
withold licenses, was planning to 
war on suggestive titles. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 





‘Fun on the Bristol,’ first night 
boat comedy, was cleaning up al- 
most everywhere, Company was 
strengthened by addition of Jennie 
Yeamans. Bristol was a sound 
steamer. 


Sells. Bros. circus advertising for 
‘20 handsome ladies’ for the show’s 
concert following the regular per- 
formance. Could sing or dance, but 
Must be lookers. 


Stage weddings in those days were 
generally confined to performers. 
Frank Melrose and Kitty Kerr were 
married during intermission at Gil- 
more’s Zoo, Indianapolis. It packed 
the house, as usual. 


M. B. Leavitt presented each 
member of nis Gigantean Minstrels 
with a silk hat for Xmas. A top- 
Per was as essential as burnt cork 
to a minstrel those days. 


Seats for the opening of Lester 
Wallack's new theatre at B’way and 
30th street were sold at auction. 
Boxes brought from $100 to $300. 
Seats went for as high as $16. ‘Mr. 
Tyson, who sells tickets in hotels’ 
bought a number of seats, 

Mary Anderson began an engage- 
ment at Booth’s. House was large 
but the night was cold and the aud- 
fence shivered each time the curtain 
rose and let loose chilled air from 
ean kstage regions. Heating facili- 
ties were crude, 

New Year's calls cut the business 
at the theatres, most houses play- 
ing to Small takes. Half a house 
Was about the average, 


~— Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continuei from page 25) 

RKO offices and the current method of running a circuit, all new to Beck. 
In his day Beck was accounted a Class A showman of the variety field. 
He knew every detail of the Orpheum's Circuit's movements daily; he 
kept track of it in his New York offices. Beck knew everything that 
was going on in every Orpheum town. It was his boast. 





Olsen and Johnson can’t understand th: 


of the title in show business. Three subsequent incidents with no trace- 
able connection are suggestive of a charge of heart, and the reason for it 
These are: (1) Paramount passes the word that it isn’t taking the suit 


Hazleton on “The Big Gamble’ title, with the complaint almost identical 
to Olsen and Johnson’s but prepared by another legal firm than their’s; 
(3) the RKO officials who furnished the ‘Monkey Business’ verifications 
send a wire to Paramount’s coast attorneys asserting that they signed 
the statements on the understanding they were ‘for publicity use only’ 
Comedians have already expended about $2,500 in preliminary 
expense. -~-How seriously Paramount is taking case is indicated by 
the mass of photostat material collected for evidence from all parts of 
the country, and an estimate of seven or eight grand as the cost 
Hearing on temporary 1] n the Coast. 


injunction is still 


? - | 
iceai 


the 


to date. 
pending « 


Story that Jack Moffitt, picttire editor 
‘Star’ (daily), re-edited ‘Frankenstein’ and 
censor board with relatively minor changes, was quite a surprise to 
insiders who knew of Moffitt’s peeve against U. Until recently a U 
scenarist, his diatribe against the company was visibly expressed on a 
‘great idea’ script which Moffitt, on the last two days of his contract, 
had started, and asked permission to complete, thus prolonging his ser- 
vices with the picture company. The ‘great idea’ developed into a 
satirical script which expressed the scenarist-newspaperman’s opinion of 
Hollywood in general and Universal and its personnel in particular. 

That in his capacity of the ace critic on the important daily Moffitt 
so extended himself, even unto a three-col feature story attacking the 
State Board of Review, all women, is therefore quite a Coast surprise. 
The censors had ordered more cuts in ‘Frankenstein’ than the bankers 
in the picture biz, 


and critic on the Kansas City 
thus got it by the Kansan 


Coast chatterers squawked about being forgotten at Xmas although 
the hooverizing on the gift hand-outs became effective a year ago. 
There were exceptions but not so many as in ’31, with one studio p.a. 
manifesting the trend of things by inviting all the Coast journalists, 
and half of Hollywood, to ‘come on over this afternoon for some serious 
pouring. Extent of said pouring was six pints. 

Stars went in more for cards than presents, with the cards also show- 
ing up a sort of mild charity promotion through the L. A, Orthopaedic 
Foundation sending penny postals topped by prominent names. 

Theatres, too, went thumbs-down on the handouts with the exception 
of two downtown L, A. houses. 

Another film blow at the tabloids, but directed more at the reporters 
for the half-sheets, will be seen in ‘The Famous Ferguson Case’, Legmen 
for all papers are treated none too gently in the story which is based on 
the Hall-Mills and Snyder-Judd murder trials, and the rough house 
given a small town by the big town reporters, 

Picture is being made as a followup newspaper story by Warners to 

the successful ‘Five Star Final’, Courtney Terrett, who was on the 
ground as a New York reporter at both trials, is writing the story and 
himself into it as a villain, Other Park Row reporters, only slightly 
disguised, are also being written in. 
‘Hot News’, which Metro decided not to make after the Hearst blasts 
on ‘Five Star Final’, was traded to Universal and, as ‘Ambition’, will 
emerge as another tab film yarn. It deals with a sensation at any price 
managing editor of a tab, but gets around blasting tabs in general by 
blaming everything on the m.e. 





‘Way Back Home’ with Seth Parker played two weeks in Houston, Tex., 
holding over for a week after breaking tke house record the first week. 
In Dallas, Tex., the same picture died. In St. Louis the RKO house 
playing it lost $8,000 on the week. 

This talker, said to have been pressed upon RKO by James Turner, 
President Brown’s assistant, cost $350,000 to make, It is said that in 
Houston the only profit came from its playing, the picture being a bust. 

The Houston flare is explained by expert exploitation. Ben Serkowich 
on RKO exploitation went to Houston to open the picture. How he 
opened it showed in the two-week stand there as against the universal 
flop elsewhere. 


— 





Inclusion of a Hebrew New Year's chant in an all-Jewish talker pro- 
gram at the California, Los Angeles, opens possibilities for full record- 
ing of Jewish religious holiday rituals for communities too small to 
support a synagogue. 

This is along the same line as the recent recording of Protestant 
services, the difference being that Jews throughout the world, even 
though they may not attend services regularly each Saturday, are tra- 
ditionally eager to participate in the three high holidays—Passover, Day 
of Atonement and the Hebrew New Year. 





Will Rogers still has two pictures to go on his current Fox contract. 
His next when made for Fox will give Rogers $150,000 for his personal 
labor. He has received that sum from Fox for other talkers made by 
him, 

Rogers’ final film for Fox is contracted for at 
tioned whether Fox has as yet the stories for Rogers’ closing duo. 
last Fox picture, ‘Ambassador Pill’, is said to have cost in script 
$2,500. It has not done as well as Rogers’ others at the box offices. 


125,000. It is not men- 
His 


but 


If a picture is banned in New York state it is impossible for it to show 
a profit even though the rest of the world is included in its release. 
The importance of the New York Censor Board is admitted for the first 
time incidental to the trouble Howard Huches is having with two of his 
features. 

Haysites are letting Hughes, a 
his own battle with the board. 


member via United Artists, conduct 


That an occasional loss of a illion will be the best tonic for the 
future and salesman for the production code is the belief of Haysites 
Information quotes Metro as having another finish in ‘Hell Divers’ 


currently tor either the New York or Los Angeles 
twice daily showings at the Astor and Chinese respectively. 

As unwinding at present the story kills off Wallace Beery with the 
picture fading out on a burial at sea and a bugler puffing taps. The 


Which it is not using 





other climax keeps Beery alive. It was not deemed strong enough, how- 





ir sudden loss of moral support | 


seriously, figuring the boys are merely after a piece of publicity fo 
. . ‘ . } 

themselves, with maybe a little horseplay in court if it comes to trial; 

(2) a similar suit is brought against RKO-Pathe by Julian Baldwin 


from RKO for their suit against Paramount on the use of the ‘Monkey 
Business’ title. Early in December some officials of RKO obliged them | 
with various letters and affidavits bearing on Olsen and Johnson’s use 


ever, to rate inclusion. Unless the reaction to the sombre close is to@ 
noticeable financially, it probably will never be substituted. 





Offered partly as proof that Britain’s royal family isn't so peeved at 
Charlie Chaplin is the command performance last week at which two 
Chaplin silents were revived, ‘Dog's Life’ and ‘Gold Rush’, Pictures. were 
shown at Sandringham Palace, London, before the King and Queen and 
other members of the family and their guests. 

This is the second command performance, 
royal family’s Scotland home, Balmoral Palace, 
reported to have been shown. 


first having been at the 
when ‘City Lights’ is 


According to the report of t Copyright office for the fiscal year which 

; ended June 30, 1931, there has been a sharp falling off in the number of 

| photoplays registered for copyright Only 940 were submitted. That is 

a better she ing than for 1930 when 890 were sent in. In 1929 the nume- 

| ber was 1,987, with 1,288 the previous year, as compared with 1,271 in 
1927. 

On the other hand only the past year shows a drop in the non-photo- 
play class, which started with 644 in 1927, and successively gave 1,016, 
> ee U4 t - Ca dron to 986, 

Car! Laemmle, Sr., rejected the RKO Hippodrome contract for Uni- 





versal’s ‘Frankenstein’, 
all pik 


other film 


ifti. 


ent called for the $1,000 flat rental paid 
tures, after they have left the Mayfair on B’way 
or for any Sut the elder Laemmle couldn't the money 
getter at anything under percentage. 


Rejection noti 


Agreen 
by the Hip for 


see 


reached RKO in the east late Xmas week without 


time to change the Sunday ads. Radie’s ‘Men of Chance’ was shoved 
in at the Hip instead. 

Indie short producers making condensed versions of non-royalty operas 
have hit the lowest low recorded in Holiywood for peanut wage scales. 
Proposition to players in the first two-reeler was to work free for the 
initial attempt and then receive contracts at $125 a month. Pictures 
require about three weeks’ rehearsal and four or five days’ shooting time. 


An elaboraté 
thos 


system of fines and kickbacks to the management for 
who came late or failed to show for the rehearsals. 
time 


ion 


For big 
organizat 


authors, Sinclair Lewis is hailed by the Goldwyn 
and United Artists as the prize for willingness to help in- 
crease boxoffice value of a picture. 

Besides co-operating on several special stories that went out on wire 
services, Lewis flew up to Boston with Lynn Farnol to aid in the advance 
campaign there for the Tremont, which started Christmas day. While 
there he also met with a local woman's organization to recruit support 
from that angle, 


With Publix-B&K and the Chicago ‘Daily News’ patching up their 
difficulties, which kept these theatre ads out of the paper for over a 
month, it’s understood that the ‘News’ made certain concessions includ- 
ing the promise of a chatter column. 

Several columnists on other papers have already been approached bv 
the ‘News’, but so far none of the boys or girls feel like maki’ 
change. 





Spyros Skouras is said to have greatly benefited with his recently 
acquired own houses through rental decreases. These are largely con- 
tributing toward a favorable balance on the Skouras theatre statement. 

Comment on Skouras’ sliced rentals and operations is made by other 
theatre men. They say Skouras is in a rosy operating spot at present, 
if he can satisfactorily handle his two deluxers, Audubon and Academy, 
in New York. 








Fox's forthcoming ‘Dance Team,’ co-starring James Dunn and Sally 
Eilers, cost only $160,000 although it was forced to split the entire 
studio overhead with one other picture for a few days. 

Edwin Burke, who wrote the seript and directed Malog, also turned 
out the script for ‘Bad Girl’ which permitted a sfmilar low figure. 





In addition to securing rights to the Gainsborough (English-made) fea- 
ture ‘Michael and Mary,’ Universal also is releasing a serial made by Mu- 
tual (British) and directed by Henry McCrae, loaned by U for the pure 
pose. Seriai is titled ‘Detective Lloyd.’ It is the first serial McCrae has 
directed overseas since the picture days of Eddie Polo. 

‘Qver the Hill’, talker version, is proving a surprise to Fox in the 
small towns. Little exhibs are reported eager for it and additional prints 
are being made. 

Cost of the production is expected to be realized this time in the hintere 


Inside Stufl—Radio 











Lone fight against the raqaio industry is being 


editor of the 


waged by H. O. Davis, 
Ventura (Calif.) ‘Free Press,’ who sends out weekly press 
sheets to all newspapers in the country endeavoring to point out the 
menace of radio to newspapers, 

His pleas are for newspapers to ridicule radio broadcasting, advertising 
and ail its features whenever possible, and he shoots out stories and 
comments along these lines, hoping the papers will use them. Davis 
has been conducting his fight for several months and to date has spent 
several thousand dojlars in printing to put over his propaganda. 

Davis is a formcr Hearst man. 





Hugh Russell Fraser, whose radio column in the Albany (N. Y.) ‘Evee- 
ning News’ had, for the past year and a half, caused widespread com- 
ment, lost his post recently in a retrenchment move which followed the 
dropping of the bulidog edition of ‘The Knickerbocker Press,’ morning 
paper, also owned by Gannett. The ‘K-P’ is now putting out three edi- 
tions daily. 


Fraser was among the newer writers on ‘The News’ let out to make 
a 





| Sroups entertained by big time artists for “good will” purposes. 


places for the older employees of the morning rag. William H. Haskell, 
* writer, took over the column. Fraser’s column was credited 
with being the most widely discussed local feature appearing in an Al- 
bany daily. 
Early in 


vet dranat 


his tenure as r. e. of ‘The News,’ Fraser instituted a policy 
of making contacts with the big shots of the broadcasting world, one of 
first being with Rudy Vallee. The latter invited Fraser to New York 
as his personal guest over a week-end. In so doing Vallee started the 
practice of including prominent out-of-town radio editors in the writer 
Fol- 
lowing this visit, Fraser wrote a series of articles on Vallee which were 
crent-paged and ballyhooed by ‘The News.’ 


Fraser induced Vallee and a number of other broadcasting ‘names’ 
to act as guest conductor for him. In this and other ways he got hime 
self and his column talked about. Fraser enjoyed wide latitude in his 
column, being permitted to praise or pan anyone in the broadcasting 
field, regardless of standing. 

Lucky Strike’s attempt to bring the Chez Victor music from Paris over 
the air New Years Eve was a dismal flop. Hardly anything could be 
distinguished through aerial interference 
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Theatre League Starting New * 


‘ 
+ 


Year with Better Set-Up Within 





—_— vv 


Outlook for the League of New 
York Theatres is much more prom- 
ising at the start of the year than! 
at this time last season when it | 


was foundering over the ticket situ- 


ation. With its scope widened and 
its financial affairs in rather good | 
shape, the League anticipates | 
growth into the most representative | 
legit body since the Producing | 
Managers Association. It has at- 
tracted a number of younger show- 
men to membership and looks to 
that managerial element to domi- 


nate in 
problems 
present. 

Chances of the League becoming 
permanent. are enhanced because 
the original idea has been scrapped, 
along with ticket matter. The 
League is no longer limited.to the- 
atre owners and lessees but mem- 
bership is open to all producers, 
membership to be had on the vote 
of the board of governors. Every 
member has one vote but no more. 
That prevents any member who may 
represent a string of theatres from 
dominating the League. 

It is costing about $1,300 to 
operate. Receipts are at present 
$1,000 and with so many theatres 
dark the arrearage is considered 
slight. Each theatre pays dues of 
$10 per week when open and each 
attraction has similar dues. 


No Domination 


Another safeguard against any 
one managerial office dominating 
the League is a recently passed 
resolution that no legit manager or 
corporation may pay more than 
$3,000 in dues annually. That is the 
limit set, for instance, for the Shu- 
berts. Latter is paying the League 
$60 weekly at present, the receivers 
maintaining the payments regularly. 


working out the theatre's 
under consideration at 





It is not correct that Dr. Henry 
Moskowitz is acting as executive 
secretary without pay. He is re- 
ceiving a nominal salary with the 
understanding that of the League 
develops he is to receive higher 
compensation. Dr. Moskowitz is the 
arbitrator in three industries, which 
posts afford him an income which 
permits him handling the League’s 
affairs with little cost. 

When the League abandoned tick- 
ets a year ago, it faced the payment 
of $25,000 in notes endorsed by sev- 
eral managers. The ticket brokers 
who had walked out of the League 
took over the obligations and to 
date have paid off $18,000 of that 
debt. 

There was about $20,000 in sight 
when the League switched a year 
ago. Bulk of that money came from 
the late Joe Leblang as a contribu- 
tion. All had not been paid at his 
death but the estate has since 
turned over the balance. 


Equity Stops ‘Angels’ 


After the question of Louis Is- 
quith’s reported connection with 
Walter Campbell's initial try ‘Angels 
Don’t Kiss’ by Barry Townely, had 
been thought all settled, with Equity 
assured Isquith had no connection 
with the play, rehearsals were called 
off Saturday (26). The reason for 
stopping the show is said to be 
in trouble over the cast bond. 

Show had been in rehearsal about 
a week, with Townely, the author, 
also the lead. Prior to the call out, 
by which a dozen lose jobs, Equity 
had been told Isquith’s sole relation 
to ‘Angels’ had been that Campbell 
was using Isquith’s office. 

Isquith has been cited by Equity 
for default on salaries. It is said 
the piece may be. done again, but 

* not under this management. 











Gags for Tips 
The check girl at Sardi’s, New 
York, Rene Carroll, is writing a 
book with columnists and others 
patronizing the place slipping her 
gags. Hal Horne of United Artists 
gave her one and she returned him 
his usual tip. 
Several publishers are interested 
in the book. 





LEBLANG TAKES COMEDY 


Leblang office has taken over 
‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ comedy at 
the Harris. Show was originally 
produced by Walker-Towne, Inc, 

Leblang guarantee now covers 
east salaries, with the company 
manager, Mack Hilliard, also being 
Leblang appointed, 


FRISCO OPERA FOLDS 


Needs Angel As Widow Demands 
$3,500 in Cash 





San 
and 


Francisco, 
financial 


Jan. 4, 

difficulties 
San F:ancisco 
fold after two 
reary, Contem- 


Legal 
have caused the 
Light Opera Co. to 
productions at the ¢ 
plated ‘Robin Hood’ 
tionable. 

Group was sued by 
Frank Healy, founder of company, 
who claims she is entitled to profits 
from ‘Maytime’ and ‘Chocolate 
Soldier,’ never received. She asks 
for $3,500 cash, setting price of $750 
per week and including royalties in 
this figure. 

Company tried to get around the 
suit by abandoning and reorganizing 
under title of Civic Light Opera Co., 
with George Lamphier heading, 
rehearsals for ‘Robin Hood’ 
for the present season or 
angel showers some cash, 


FILM PRESTIGE HELPS 
LEGIT BALCONY TRADE 


Legit is benefiting at the b. o. in 
shows involving legit performers 
who have played in pictures and 
returned. Reaction, in addition to 
showing at the gate, is manifesting 


now looks ques- 


are off 
until an 





itself in two other ways—auto- 
graph snatchers and fan letter 
scribblers. 


The two cases now on the boards 
are Helen Hayes in ‘Good Fairy’ 
and Douglas Montgomery in the re- 
vived ‘Fata Morgana.’ In the first 
instance it is declared the heaviest 
balcony trade ever drawn by one of 
Miss Hayes’ shows is noticeable. 
This is mainly attributed to those 


in her two.recent talkers, 

Beginning of this season 
marked by 
first entries into the legit, 
happening. 
heaval on and a large 
coastites blowing 


vaude and legit. 


raids, it may now be turn about. 


Torres in a drama, 


2d ‘Goldberg’ Cast 


Second 








player from 


legit ‘East of Broadway,’ 
kell and Lou Levenson. 
James Waters, who plays 
Goldberg and who replaces 
ander Carr as 
player was the kid 
Corn. 

It is said NBC 


actor 


radio connections as publicity. 
Charles Rowe, Inc. 


is Charles Rowe Casey, 


Chas. Casey is a printer. 
Lou Levenson is staging. 





1931’S FINAL SHOW 
Bobby Newman 
the 1931 line with 
new show, 


crept in 


by, into rehearsal Dec. 31. 
be changed. 
James Rennie 
which includes 
Henry O'Neill, 
Walter Vaughn. 
directing. 


Title wil 


heads 
Fleanor 


Harry 





Chevalier in Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 4, 


Maurice Chevalier, with his 


the house at $3 top, 
two matinees at $2. 


This means the end of 





a Crowd’ at the Erlanger 
weeks, 


widow of 


bur} 


coming in after seeing the actress 


was 
several proposed film 
players either returning or making 
but few 
With a Hollywood up- 
number of 
east for stage en- 
gagements, more of this reaction is 
looked forward to, boosting both 


With the legit end bitter over film 


Several other film people due in 
legit soon including Buddy Rogers 
in a Ziegfeld musical and Racquel 


the radio 
sketch ‘The Goldbergs’ goes into the 
retitled 
from ‘Half a Life,’ by Reginald Ar- 
Actor is 
Jake 
Alex- 
‘East's’ lead. Other 
Alfred 


in permitting 
young Corn and Waters to play in 
the legit forbade the use of their 


is producing 
the play, but it is said Charles Rowe 
brother of 
Ed Casey, with both in on the show. 


under 
that year’s last 
putting ‘Man of Magic,’ 
by Shirley Warde and Vivian Cos- 


the cast, 

Phelps, 
Granville Bates and 
wibble is 


own 


Chevalier’s one man show goes into 
with probably 

“renchman 
comes here direct from the Coast. 
‘Three's 
in three 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Blessed Event’ 
Thompson) Barrymore. 
‘Son of Satan’ (Cortis) Am- 





bassador. 

‘Black Tower’ (Stein) Broad- 
hurst. 

‘Adam Had Two Sons’ 


(Aarons ‘& Freedley) Alvin. 


‘Radio Revels’ (Klein) Holly- 
wood, 
‘East of Broadway’: (Rowe) 
|| 145° W. 45th. 
‘Man of Magic’ (Newman) 
Little. 


‘Wild Waves’ (Doran, 
Hewes) Times Square, 


Ray, 





| 
| 











‘Crew Overtime Tough 


On Midnight Venture 
Of Co-op Victorians 


———————— 


A community legit group, where- 
in the actors provided the backing 
of. their own. show, opened on 
Broadway last week at the Presi- 
dent, reviving the 1868 ‘Lancashire 
Lass.” It is advanced as the first 
instance of such a co-operative or- 
ganization, 

Players call themselves the Vic- 
torian Players and propose a series 
of revivals as ‘Lass.’ More than 
that, they hope to ereate a Broad- 
way late night theatre. This phase 
may prove to be more costly than 
expected because of the overtime 
necessary for stage hands and mu- 
sicians. 

Being self-backed and _ co-op, 
there is no Equity bond. In view 
of that, with the players giving 
12 performances weekly, it appears 
that the Equity ruling requiring 
one-eighth of a week’s wages for 
each showing over eight, does not 
apply. It was required of the 
troupe that they sign a waiver. 

Although Walter Hartwig is 
billed as managing director, it is 
declared he was not instrumental 
in getting the project going, but 





company manager. It is said Hart- 


a straight salary. 

There are three stage hands and 
three musicians. All collect over- 
time on the midnight showing, al- 
though allowance is made 
omission of the two weekly mat- 
inees. 


Mayor Cermak Riled 
At Chi Holiday Specs 


Chicago, Jan, 4, 
- Inside reported as due to his own 
and city hali’s unhappy experiences 
during the hoiday period Mayor 
Cermak issued a_ strong ukase 
against theatre ticket speculators. 
Hole-in-the-wall boys grabbed 








nights when premiums could 
gotten in this cutrate town. 
were asking and getting $2 and $3 
and in some cases higher. 


is Florence Couthoui on the grounds 
that through her locations, she 
renders a legitimate service to hotel 
guests. Mayor talked of revoking 
licenses of legits doing biz with 
sidewalk specs or of stationing cops 
to see that the people turned down 
at box office were not solicited on 
the sidewalk by the furtive brigade. 


Authors-Producers Are 
Quarreling Over What? 


Conflict between producers and 
authors over changes in scrip‘s 
came up again last week between 
Valentine. Williams and Alice Craw- 
ford, English authors of 
and Raymond Moore and Carl Reed, 
1} producers of the show. Piece opened 
Wednesday (30) at the Cohan, New 
York, 

Claims filed by the playwrights at 
the American Arbitration Associa- 
tion were answered by the produc- 
ers Thursday (31). For several days 
before the play’s premiere there was 
considerable talk of the writers tak- 
ing out an injunction. Nothing ma- 
terialized with the matter going to 
arbitration over changes 





alleged 


band, has booked the Erlanger here | ™ade improperly in the script. 
for one week starting Jan. 24. W ith the play opened and indica- 


tions against it, the sole benefit de- 
cleared possible accruing to the | 
writers is that if awarded a decision | 
they then may have a basis for a} 
damage suit. 

Up to Monday (4) 
biter not chosen 


the third ar- 





instead is engaged as a sort of 


wig is the only worker collecting 


for 


everything in sight for the few 
be 
They 


Excepted from the mayor's ukase 


‘Berlin,’ 


(Phillips & || 





Kettering Tries to Talk Comion 
Sense in Chi, but Few Mers. Listen 





KINGDOM'S CHANGES 


Moves to ‘Mcuiiaienh ition Baxter 
Added and Inserting New Scene 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 4. 
Gilbert Miller figured his new 
production, ‘Animal Kingdom,’ 


wasn’t ripe for Broadway after the 
single local week and moved to 


Cleveland. It sets the New York 
opening back seven days. 
Several 


madée with 


cast changes are» being 


Lora Baxter, who ap- 


peared in ‘Sex Fable,’ replacing 
Kay Strozzi.in one of the lead oon 
inine roles here Saturday night. Two 
other expected substitutions will be 
made in Cleveland where a new 
scene also will be added. 


ANOTHER WK. RUN FOR . 
FIXEL-ERLANGER CASE 


The contest of Charlotte Fixel to 
establish her right to contest the 
will of the late A. L. Erlanger on 
the grounds that she was his com- 
mon-law ‘wife, dragged along last 
week when the case was resumed 
before Surrogate O’Brien in New 
York, after a week’s lapse. The 
spicy testimony of previous sessions 
was missing but there was an in- 
dication that Miss Fixel may take 
the stand. 

That was based on the fact that 
Saul J. Baron, formerly personal at- 
torney for Erlanger, had resigned 
his post as temporary administrator 
of the estate in order that he could 
testify. While Baron was in the 
chair a series of verbal battles en- 


sued between Max Steur, represent- 
ing the contestant, and Isador 
Kresel, counsel for the _ estate. 


Kresél sought to bring out various 
conversations and letters, Stuer 
blocking the introduction of such 


matters into the record on the 
ground that communications be- 
tween attorney and client were 
privileged. With Baron on_ the 


stand the intent was to show that 
Erlanger had sought to end the re- 
lationship with Miss Fixel. 

Baron denied an incident during 
a dinner party at Erlanger’s home. 
Miss Fixel was supposed to have 
displayed a diamond and platinum 
ring, which she alleged Erlanger 
had presented her in evidence of 
their union. Most of what remarks 
permitted from Baron were in- 
tended to show that Erlanger never 
regarded the contestant as his wife. 


‘Devoted Friend’ 


Milando Pratt, the Erlanger 
auditor, recalled to the stand, iden- 
tifying checks and bills. The estate 
landed a telling point upon intro- 
ducing a deed of trust in which 
1,000 shares of Loew, Inc. stock, 
which created a fund for Miss Fixel 
It was shown that Miss Fixel wrote 
a note to Erlanger at the time ad- 
dressing him as ‘My Dear Abe’ 
and signing herself ‘Your devoted 
friend.’ That was Dec. 24, 1924. 
Miss Fixel contends Erlanger ac- 
knowledged her as his wife several 
years later. 

Helen Ten Broeck, former actress 
and writer, testified that in 1927 Er- 
langer assured her that he was not 
married and did not intend to 
marry. Harry M. Martin, of the 
Bankers Trust Co., stated his in- 
stitution had been made as ex- 
ecutor under a will drawn in 1922 
four years prior to the will in con- 
test. He said that the deceased 
had not named Miss Fixel in his 
estaments. 





‘GIRL CRAZY’ LAYS OFF 


Cincinnati, Jan. 4. 

‘Girl Crazy’ did very poor business 
here last week and its engagement 
for Pittsburgh, next week, was can- 
celled. 

Show lays off until Jan. 8, when it 
reopens in Chicago in the Balaban 
and Katz houses. 


DIVORCE RACKET THEME 


Albert Bannister’s proposed re- 
vival of ‘Stepping Sisters’ off. Rea- 
son is that Leblang’s was not in- 
terested because of its cut rate cou- 
|} pon biz when on Broadway. 

Bannister will do a 
racket show instead, 


divorce 
exposing 


| leged legal finegling. 








——— 





Chicago; Jan, 4, 


Ralph Kettering, receiver-mané 


ager of the Adelphi, invited all the 


Chicago legit managers to a meeting 
. a) 


to discuss local problems. Shul 


erts 


and Erlangers snubbed the 


‘not interested’ but 


invite 


replying Johnny 


Bernero for the 


the 


Playhouse, Ed 


Wappler for Blackstone, George 


Studebaker ana 


U. J. Herrmann for the Cort showed 
up. Meeting was heldlast.Thursd: Ly 
(30). 

Kettering’s idea was that now. wags 
the time for the theatre men locally 
to unite and. protect their interestg 
with. practical measures. such.as the 
Chicago Theatre Managers Associa 
tion, for political reasons, evidently 
can’t undertake. 

Chief suggestion Kettering 
to urge upon the legits was 
certed drive against cutrates the 
crying evil of. Chicago. Adelphi has 
been two-for-one for over a year 
with the other indies. similarly 
blighted together with most of the 
syndicate houses. Kettering’s plan, 
potent only if all the houses. con- 
curred and co-operated was for 
each house to donate $300 weekly to 
a central fund to combat through 
advertising the implanted idea Chi- 
cagoans have that any show will 
eventually be available at cutrates. 

That sum, $300, represents the ap- 
proximate average weekly cost of 
printing and distributing the cutrate 
coupons used under the Chicago 
system which has no Joe Leblang. 
With $3,000 raised each week and 
divided $2,000 for run-of-paper ads 
and $1,000 for billposting the public 
would be educated under the 
Kettering plan to pay established 
prices. Theatres would have to post 
reasonable bond as guarantee they 
wouldn’t violate their pledge not to 
slash scale, 

Only result of the meeting was 
Kettering being instructed to con- 
tact the National Association of 
Amusement Parks and the MPPTOA 
of filmdom with a view to lending 
the Chicago indies support to any 
move to fight pending amusement 
tax legislation nationally and in 
Illinois. 


Thomas Wilkes Files 
$480,000 Bankruptcy 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

Thomas Wilkes, Coast theatrical 
producer, filed personal bankruptcy 
papers this week listing liabilities 
of $481,746. Only asset scheduled is 
a $26,731 valuation on insurance 
policies in favor of his family on 
which the full loan values have been 
used, and which furthermore are 
claimed as exempt property. Outside 
of that Wilkes has his Spanish War 
pension of $35 a month. 

Biggest item in the hole is $133,- 
555 owed the Guarantee Trust Co. 
of New York. Wilke’s liabilities in 
Thomas Wilkes, Inc., are $177,992; in 
Wilkes Bros., Inc., $52,090; and in 
Thomas Wilkes Theatres, Inc., $12,- 
505. Latter figure includes $3,691 
bills from operation of the Orange 
rrove theatre and $702 from the 
Mason Opera House. 

Other personal obligations include 
$30,000 to Charles Wagner, New 
York; $37,845 to the late Holbrook 
Blinn; $20,000 to Edith R. Ranson, 
San Francisco; $15,150 to the Ham- 
burger Realty Co.; $2,000 to Heath 
Cobb; $1,559 to Louis MaclLoon; 
$1,025 to Dickson Morgan, and about 
$100,000 more in small debts, many 
of them judgments. 


Kingsbury for the 


wanted 
a con 








In Original Role 


Preston Forster, recently in ‘Two 
Seconds,’ stage, is engaged by War- 
ner for his original role in the War- 
ner film of that play. 

Forster is scheduled to be on thé 
Coast by Feb. 2 





‘VINEGAR’ QUITS 
Pittsburgh, Jan 4. 
Dwight Wiman’'s production of 
‘The Vinegar Tree,’ Mary Boland 
starring, wound up its travels here 
Saturday nite (2) at the Alvine, 


closing an in-and-out tour. 
Miss Boland goes into immediate 





al- | 


rehearsal for the new Sam Harris- 
Perlin-Hart musical. 
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GABRIEL LEADS CRITICS | 











+ 
Dramatic Critics’ Box Sc 
‘ 
AS OF DEC. 25, 1931 

Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W. 

(wrong), O (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 
SR. R. Ww. Oo. Pct. 
GABRIEL (‘American’) ....+.. 55 53 2 ws .964 
COLEMAN (‘Mirror’)* ....060. 24 21 3 oe 875 
ANDERSON (‘Journal’) ...... 56 47 6 3 839 
BROWN (‘Post’) ...... isoceae ae 41 10 ie 8039 
ATKINSON (‘Times’) ........ 56 45 4 7 8036 
LOCKRIDGE (‘Sun’) ..... seca 43 6 9 741 
GARLAND (‘World-Telegram’) 49 36 7 6 735 
SULLIVAN (‘Graphic’) ....... 48 35 10 3 729 
HAMMOND (‘Herald Tribune’) 51 33 13 5 647 
MANTLE (‘News’) ........--. 55 30 21 4 545 
*Succeeded Walter Winchell Nov. 1. 
‘VARIETY’ (Combined) ...... 73 63 10 .863 
(This score based on 73 new shows) 











Ace Little Theatre Cuts Actors 
207% After Going in Red for $20,000 


Cleveland, Jan. 4. 

Even Play 
called the country’s ace repertory 
little theatre by Kenneth McGowan 
has been hit so hard by 
depression that actors’ salaries have 
Its season may close 


Cleveland's House, 


the w.k. 


been cut 20%. 
in March instead of the expected 
June closing dates. 

For the first time the theatre is 
running in the red for $20,000 so 
far this season. In previous years it 
made a better profit than some 
strictly commercial legit houses. 

An institution here and regarded 
as a model little theatre by national 
experts, the Play House is sup- 
ported by subscription and most of 
its steady patrons are of the 
swanky society type. Subscription 
sales have jumped about 400 over 
last season’s figure, but sales of 
tickets at the b.o. are doing an un- 
expected brodie. 

Reason is probably due to a hike 
in prices of separate play tickets 
from $1 to $1.50. Difference may 
not be much but it automatically 
cut off trade of middle-class the- 
atregoers who, times being what 
they are, think twice before letting 
go of an extra four bits. 

General Slash 

Adapting a rigid policy of econ- 
omy to tide itself through the de- 
pression period, the Play House has 
cut staff salaries of actors down to 
point where few make more than 
$1,200 annually. Costs of produc- 
tion also being cut down by Fred- 
eric O’Connell, director of organiza- 
tion. A production that used to cost 
$200 is now put on at an unbeliev- 
ably low $15, without any loss in 
effectiveness <s far as audiences are 
concerned. 

In spite of low grosses, theatre 
keeps plays running in both of its 
adjoining auditoriums, both under 
the same roof; maintains its own 
theatre school and scenic workshop 

Local dramatic critics sprang to 
the rescue when theatre announced 
its financial complications, starting 
a campaign for public subsidizing of 
Play House as a civie institution. 
A local university or group of mil- 
lionaires interested in furthering 
drama, it is rumored, may give the 
little theatre an annual subsidy if 
conditions get worse. 





Lita Grey’s Walkout 


irace Hayes was expected to step 
in yesterday (Monday) as a replace- 
ment for Lita Grey Chaplin, who 
Walked out of Shuberts’ musical, 
‘Little Racketeer. Before the piece 
was 1.o.'d for revish, the former Mrs. 
Chaplin had gone in when Miss 
Hayes went out while the show was 
in Boston. 

Supposedly the cause for the Lita 


¢ 





Grey Chaplin walk was billinz 
tro ible, Show reopened Monday 4) 
} Brooklyn, 





Colored Version Stops 


Pat Leonard’s colored version of 
Gilbert & Sullivan's ‘Pinafore’ 
dropped rehearsals last week. 

Trouble is claimed in finding a 
colored ‘Dick Deadeye.’ Others 
claim there’s trouble finding what 
it takes. 


‘PAPAVERT’ JERKED AND 
PANNERS COMMENDED 


A week or ten days should show 
whether the yanking of 
after the Wednesday (30) matinee 
was just a gesture. Show opened 
the night before, with two perfor- 
mances given. Surprise was oc- 
casioned when the piece was 


pulled, inasmuch as some advance 
has been taken for New Year's 
Eve. 

Day after the closing an adv. ap- 
peared in the dailies wherein the 
management of the show, Joe Zelli 
and Charles K. Gordon, admitted 
their error and commended the 
dramatic critics for declaring the 
show was misstaged and badly 
adapted. 





‘Papavert’ 


Plan was—or is—to have the 
piece revamped. Wednesday (30) 
it was hoped Marion Gering, film 


director in N. Y. on a vacation 
granted by Paramount, would be 
retained to redirect. George Ab- 
bott was said to be another possi- 
bility. 

When first proposed for Ameri- 


ean production, ‘Papavert’ having 
shown in Paris originally, Ben 
Hecht was slated to adapt. Latter 


was paid an advance, but turned 
the fee back when, after submit- 
ting his first act version, was told, 
supposedly by Zelli, that a transla- 
tion and not an adaptation was 
wanted. 

Vanderbilt theatre said to have 
been given a guarantee. Entire af- 
fair regarded as a move to pro- 
mote good will of the critics when 
and if reopening. 





No ‘Vanities’ Cut 
Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Jack Benny stays on for the re- 
mainder of the road run of Eari 
Carroll's ‘Vanities.’ When asked to 
take a cut with the rest of the cast 
comie had countered with a 
request for his release, explaining 
had been offered an m, c. en- 
e.gement at the Ambassador, St 
Louis. Cut was to go into effect 
after the current Kansas City date. 
Meantime the played Mil- 
waukee Christmas week to gratify- 
ing results, and Carroll decided to 
eall off the contemplated general 
: pro- 


Penny he ws id he 


the 


he 


show 


? 


h. Same ie the 
Ss lary sian Same time 


ducer notified 





TOPS MIDSEASON 
SCORE WITH 94 


Coleman (‘Mirror’) 2nd at 
.875—Brown and Atkin- 
son Virtually Tie for 4th 
Place—Score Based on 
All Plays So Far This 
Season 


73 SHOWS—54 FLOPS 





Gilbert Gabriel, 
play recounter, who would 


the rejuvenated 
like to 
see ‘Variety’s’ box score do an un- 
nip-up, is leading the 
drama chase with a record high 
midseason batting average of .964. 
The same reviewer, after finishing 
in the cellar last year, was No. 1 in 
the current season’s first score in 
November. That count covered the 
flop shows only. This score takes 
in all openings since the season’s 
official start on Aug. 25, 1931—73 


successful 


in all. 

Of the 73 shows thus far, 54 have 
been failures, nine are hits and 10 
rate as moderate successes. If a 
critic had given a bad notice to all 
shows and caught all of them, he 
would have a not so bad average of 
740. 

Some time ago Gabriel of the 
won the critics’ score 
two years in a row, reviewing for 
the ‘Sun’ at that time. In the last 
few years Gabriel has been regu- 
larly down with the tail-enders. The 
general explanation of his sudden 
return to form this year is that he 


‘American’ 


His mid-season average is attained 
through only two bad guesses in 55 
shows caught, without a no opinion. 


Coleman’s Change 


Former second-stringer who 
changed his style when securing a 
regular berth in the batting order 
is Robert Coleman, who succeeded 
Walter Winchell as the ‘Mirror’s’ 
reviewer Nov. 1. From a reporter 
who liked everything he saw, Cole- 
man has transformed into a critic 
who apparently uses his own judg- 
ment, and as a result his brief 
period of first-stringing lands him 
in second place with a neat aver- 


age of .875 for 21 rights, three 
wrongs and no evasions in 24 
chances, 


Following Anderson of the ‘Jour- 
nal,’ who retains the third place he 
won last season, are the one-two 
lads of ’30-’31, Brown of the ‘Post’ 
and Atkinson of the ‘Times.’ They 
are fourth and fifth at the Decem- 
ber half way mark with a slim 
.0003 of a percentage point separat- 
ing. Again Atkinson muffed an op- 
portunity of overtaking his closest 
rival by failing to express positive 
opinions on seven occasions. 

Lockridge, of the ‘Sun,’ who im- 
proved his standing slightly; Gar- 
land, of the ‘World-Telegram,’ and 
Sulivan, of the ‘Graphic,’ are 
grouped behind the leaders. The 
latter, doubling as his paper’s 
Broadway columnist, picked up 
some percentage points in the sec- 
ond quarter and seems to be see- 
ing the ball more clearly now. This 
is his first year in the big league. 


Mantle Tops ‘Wrongs’ 


Lockridge, as usual, caught the 
most shows, 58, Gabriel guessed 
right the most times, 53; while 
Mantle, of the ‘News,’ guessed 
wrong the most at 21. Lockridge 
was also the chief ducker with 
nine ‘no opinions.’ Gabriel, Cole- 
man and Brown were exempt from 


‘no opinions,’ also Winchell, who is 
omitted from this score. Latter had 
an average of .680 with 17 rights 
ind eight wrongs in 25 tries when 
retiring. 
Variety's’ 


£863 for 63 


“Te at ncaa 
combined staff average 


rights, 10 wrongs and 
shows, Charity 


no ‘no ons’ on 73 





held to his contract, j 


home. 


nerins at 
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Tce’ for B. 0. Men Classed as Gifts; 


Not Taxable Income, Says Decision 


is now calling ’em as he sees ’em. 





Lee Shubert’s Condition 


Lee Shubert is to have another 
operation, this time for hernia. Re- 
ported the lattegrcondition developed 
after the recent operation for gland 
removal. 

The patient is still at the Medical 
Center, New York, and may be abed 


another month. When he will be 
able to resume his duty as co- 
receiver of the Shubert Theatre 


Corp. is rather indefinite, since phy- 
sicians may order him away for re- 
cuperation after release from the 
hospital, 


Adams-Skinner Kept 
Out of New Orleans 
By Union—Town Burns 


—_—————. 


New Jan. 4. 

Dispute with local stagehands is 
causing Maude Adams and Otis 
Skinner to pass up New Orleans, 
the only week stand in the south. 
Their engagement here at the Tu- 
lane would have grossed $18,000 or 
better. 

As a consequence the company 
merely stopped off to rest between 
engagements at Mobile and Baton 
Rouge. Local residents are burn- 
ing over the matter. 


‘RADIO’ MUSICAL TWICE 
DAILY AT HOLLYWOOD 


aspects of 


Orleans, 








Musical combining 


legit, vaude and radio layouts 


may open at Warner’s Hollywood 
around Jan. 20. Piece is titled 
‘Radio Revelers’ and would run ona 


two-a-day policy, scaled to $1 for 
matinees and $2 at nights. Arthur 
Klein is producing, with the show 
to start rehearsals yesterday (4). 

Book for the new style show is by 
Phil Cook, radio act, who’ll be in 
the cast. Score is by Tom Johnson. 
Cast will include legit, vaude and 
radio players, with Alexander Left- 
wich to stage. Book deals with radio 
broadcasting. 

Four ether acts set so far, with 
one, a femme name from the same 
field, to fill. In addition to Cook, 
there are Lowell Thomas, ‘Literary 
Digest’ talker, Bonnie Laddies and 
Lande Trio and White. Edward 
Thorgerson, air announcer, is an- 
other. There may be several more 
program introducers. 

Legit and vaude players may in- 
clude Eddie Dowling, William 
Frawey, Dorothy Fitzgibbon and 
Walter Fenner, plus a line of 16 
girls, which Klein is calling dancing 
hostesses, Piece will have two or- 
chestras. Ted Black’s on the stage 
and Harry .sreher’s in the pit. 
Joseph Teichner is doing the sets. 

Warners is reported insisting that 
the show be broadcast from the 
Hollywood stage nightly. If an 
ether outlet isn’t arranged by Klein, 
he may have to plant his show in 
another theatre, 


ETHEL BARRYMORE AS 
PRODUCER ON HER OWN 


After June, next, when her con- 
tract with the Shuberts expires, 
Ethel Barrymore expects to become 
her own starring producer. She has 
been under the Shubert direction 
for a long while, 

Preparatory to her own manage- 
ment, Miss Barrymore is reported to 
have bought the rights to 
Sam Warshawsky’'s play, ‘A Woman 
of Destiny.’ 





stage 





W. A. Brady, Sr., waived his op- 
tion on the Was shawsky script 
when deciding the lead called for 


Miss Barrymore, only. 


It is all right for box office treas- 
urers to receive gratuities from 
ticket agencies, without the govern- 
ment collecting 50% of such money, 
After the 
enue department ruling to that ef- 
fect for nearly three years, Wash- 
ington finally handed down a deci- 
sion to the effect that the gratuities 
are to be regarded as gifts. Agency 
money to the b.o. men is known to 
the latter as ‘ice.’ 

Several treasurers who paid the 
money claimed by the tax collector, 
have received refunds in the test 
case. Other box office men who 
posted bonds pending the final set- 
tlement of the kick-back claims, are 
eancelling the sureties. The matter 
has been hanging fire since 1928, 
The test case was contested by 
four theatres as a group, Mansfield, 
Longacre, Biltmore and Little, 
James L. Andrews, public ac- 
countant and former tax expert for 


contesting internal rev- 


the government, successfully han- 
dled the claims which when re- 
funded carried interest at 6%. 


Contention was made by the tax 
collector that any money received 
by theatres over and above the es- 
tablished or box office price, came 
under the provision that made pay- 
able to the department 50% of such 
collections. 30x office men denied 
that the gratuities were based on 
so much per ticket allotted the 
agencies and that some had ac- 
counted for the ice in their income 
tax returns to show good faith. The 
contest was tossed aside frequently, 
until Andrews was able to prove the 
point. He was aided by depositions 
from many in the ticket field. 

The matter was brought to an is- 
sue when the collector made the 
theatre managements’ responsible 
for the claims. When the tax 
people threatened to issue restraints 
against theatres which might have 
closed them, the managers were 
made parties to the dispute. The 
claims were paid by them, or bonds 
were filed, the indemnity fees be- 
ing paid by the treasurers, 


Off and On Managers 


Previously it was rather well 
known that some managers shared 
in the ticket gratuities while others 
disdained that kind of coin. When 
the admissions and ticket taxes 
went into effect at the end of the 
war, the internal revenue agents 
ruled that half of the ticket gratu- 
ities must be paid the government, 
The managers thereupon being dis- 
interested in the gift money. Under 
the new ruling, however, it is re- 
ported that the managers are again 
interested in the ice money, but 
that doesn’t include all, ° 
The 50% provision is under the 
same section that calls for one half 
of ali premiums charged by ticket 
brokers in excess of 50 cents per 
ticket. The legality of the law has 
never been tested in the high fed- 
eral courts. At the time of thé 
Tuttle ticket investigation, it was 
agreed by the agency men not to 
carry the argument higher. 
The investigation indicated that 
the brokers who charged excessive 
prices had failed to make the proper 
returns and payments to the collec- 
tor. One broker was given a peni- 
tentiary sentence. The others agreed 
to settle. The brokers finally get- 
tled with the government, paying 
10% of what the investigators 
claimed was due, 

There has been no trouble since, 
comparatively few tickets now 
felching excess prices, 





Kaufman Staging Book 
Of Berlin-Hart Musical 


A new development for the Sam 
Harris-Berlin-Hart musical is that 
George S. Kaufman is to stage the 
book, with the production handled 
by Hassard Short. 

Jean Scull is a cast addition. 
Girl comes from Philadelphia. Am- 
ateur theatre experience and radio, 
She is a torch singer. But no in- 
genue had been picked up to Mon- 
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Plays on Broadway 





OF THEE I SING 





Mus tre in tyo acts prescnted at 
the Mu} Box Des. 26 by Sam H. Harris; 
book by George S. Kauimen aad Moriie 
Rye'iird: mucic by George Gershwin, lyric 
by Ira Ce.shwin; William Gaxton, Lois 
Moran :nil Victor Mors featured; book 
staged hb Kaufman; dances directed by) 
Geore le é 
Louis | n ...--5am Man 
Fran ae ae 00127 wéea ees tiarold Moffet 
Maid 4... tices «cide tas ip eource Vivian Barry | 
Matihew Avrno'd bulioa...Dud-ey Ce nents | 
Sena Fobert 1 Lyocs....Geo. E, Macal, 
Senet { er Jones...Edward H. Robin 
Al ihrottlebottom. ..Viector Moor a 
john ’ YVintergreen......Wilian C xtot | 

am ‘ ° eb eee G Siuryph 
i” na De AX ec ceeeveess Giace Brinkle; 

‘ ois Moran | 

Mary “ui oo nace seee coats : 

7 > ) A sosersere*?"gune O'Dea | 
V iladin Vidovitch.....e.se- ..tom Draa 
Yues \ h aoe eens ween Hevonpes | 
The « ‘ef Serer Raiph Rigg: | 
Scrub. o ’ — » - Les! ns 
The Fr ty Awa :dor.....Florenz Am 
Senai Cc Miartin Levro, 

‘(Of ‘i hioo I Sing’ stands out so fai 
from all oihor new shows on the holi- 
day p ~misre cards there is no com- 


parison. It is more a musical satire 


than « musical comedy and at times 
is tra-ociy. It rates very high mu- 
sical and lyrically. No curreni 
musice!l show is more satisiaciors 
enteri iment. It brings the Music 
Box ba to Broadway's front run- 
ners. a spot that house has gen- 
erally héd since Sam H. Harris 
opered it. He scores again. 

Few musicals nave offered so 
many book laughs, with George 5. 
Kauimen and Morrie Ryskind as 
the . riiiny team. George Gershwin 
comrn? i the numbers, two oi 
whic., at legst, are cinch hits. His 
broti « Ira, wrote the lyrics, and 
here cin the teamvork was excel- 
lent, for the number lines shower 


the shew wiih smiles, if not laughs. 
While Harvis is tie producer, it Is 


unde.s.00d, he permitted the au- 
thors and stagers free rein. He 
made suggestions as to cuts, but 
that wes after the opening in Bos- 
ton. €mert showmanship on the 
part o/ tice manager in encouraging 
his wiicers rather than countering 
with oiler ideas. 

‘Of “ihee 1 Sing’ spoois the Amer- 
ican political scheme, from. the 
Presia2at and the Supreme Cour 
back to the Senate. It does not go 


far afield from the central idea, for 
the euinors found a rich enough 
sour.e Such lyrics as this come 
suddenly irom the bearded justices: 
‘We are the A. K.’s that give the 
okays they warble on. 
Opening of both acts splendidly 
worked out. Start is an election 
parade wiih the ensemble carrying 
torches and illuminated signs most- 





as 


ly to the effect, ‘Wintergreen for 
President,’ the theme song and 
quite a tune. Next scene show: 


leaders ef*the party—which party is 
never made clear—figuring on win- 
ning with John P. Wintergreen. 
Nobody remembers the name of the 
fellow they named for vice-presi- 
dent. It turns out to be one Alex- 
ander ‘[hrottlebottom, and he has a 
hard time getting into the commit- 
tee headquarters. Thereafter he is 
forgotten again, wandering in and 
out ef the scenes as a hick, but con- 
tribuiing some of the show's keen- 
est fun. 

A newspaper publisher names the 
platform—love. Wintergreen is to 
wed the winner of an Ailantic City 
beauty pageant who turns out to be 
Diana Devereaux. But the candi- 
date balks, falls in love with his 
secreiary, Mary Turner, mostly be- 
cause she can make corn muflins. 
And so the campaign starts, Mary 
accepting John in all the states. 

At Madison Square Garden, with 
William Gaxton as Winterbottom, 
and Lois Moran as Mary, the com- 
edy hits on high, at least for New 


Yorkers. Gaxton’s address in the 
manner of Mayor Jimmy Walker 
turned the big trick. Immediately 


after that a screen giving the elec- 
tion reiurns roused the audience to 
much laughter. Supposed returns 
from various localities with run-in 
pictures of the winning candidates 
and others had some of the funniest 
of the show's bits. Amplifiers emit- 
ing the noises of cheering crowds 
mixed with the audience laughs 
built it up so much, it was not cer- 
tain whether the audience was 
making the racket itself. 

Second act story is developed 
when various organizations protest, 
on the grounds that Miss Devereaux 
of New Orleans was done a dirty 
trick. and the move is on to have 
John and Mary’s marriage annulled 
so that the Southern beaut could be 
instailed. That cued in the show's 
best tune, ‘Who Cares.’ 

Tie matter is complicated by the 
French Ambassador, preceded by 
whiskeered ‘six of the Fifty Million 
Frenchmen. The Ambassador de- 
clares his country is very much up- 
set because the forebears of Miss 
Devereaux had been disclosed and 
that she ‘is the illegitimate daugh- 
ter of an illegitimate son of an il- 
legitimate nephew Napoleon,’ 
which is part of a lyric. 

John won't give up his corn- 
muffin maker, so they decide to im- 
peach him. When the senate is on 
the verge of that action, Mary en- 
trances to say John is in delicate 
condition because she is going to 


af 


mother of twins, with 
nonny and a hot cha 

Miss Moran from 
verses the 
vorks 
voice 


“a hey nonny. 
cha,’ 

lie screen re- 
Hollywood tradition and 
nicely with Gaxton, Her 
is not hearty but sufficient, 
and she is a sweet Mary. Gaxton 
loesn't overdo it, which heightens 
his performance. Victor Moore is 
he other featured player, doing the 
iCCce pic 


; ~~ _ . 2 «> 2 r 
ident who lives in a board. 


ng house—a nice place if you like 
osher cookinz. Gaxton and Miss 
Moran, in addition to ‘Who Cares,’ 
j}duet the other standout tune ‘Of 
Thee Sing,’ which will probably 
jump into popularity. 
yrace Brinkley is ‘the most beau- 
|tiful blossem of the South,’ the 


maybe 


cast 


jilted prize Leaut and a good 
choice. Florenz Ames has not 
had such an opportunity in years 
‘nd mates the French ambassador 

highly amusing, pompous little 
ello George Murphy and June 
O'Dea acre the juveniles, teamed in 
dance numbers in both acts. The 
president’s cabinet has Sam Mann 
Dudley Clements, Edward H. Rob- 
ins, Hiarold Mofet and Coeorze E. 
Mack, who figure in the siory’s de- 
velopment. Ralph Riggs is the chief 


juslice; Tommy Draak and Sulo 
Hovenpaa are wrestlers who go on 
at the Gardgen while a senator is 
making a speech. They have also 


acted on the mat in wresiling shows. 


‘Cf Thee I Sing’ is smart diver- 
sion all around. ‘Predictions of a 
long run are in line. Ibec. 

Drama in three acts with an all colored 
cast presented by Join Golden at his the- 
atre Dee. $1; written by Harry Hamilton 
and Norman Fostcr; s‘aged by Ralph 
Burton, 

A Conjur-Woman --.-Mamie Cartier 
QR sui esctaciocnsics Georgeite Harve) 
A a 60 whee ceed nnd veer Ven Vivian Baber 
SRD. oak adele w ke dees Venzuea Jones 


Two Great Grandohildren.............. 
Raymond Bishop 
A Sweetback.........% Ernest R. Whitman 
i). eee kc cdus Stew assed Olive Wanamaker 
D Shs ceccdabasaoe Juano Hernandez 
A Boy Neighbor --+++,+.J0hn Rob nson 
A Sweeiback's ve eee pee 

Ds scart) \ > dives ead cel J. W. Mobley 
A Parbetne Man.....s:ce.-...Al F. Watts 
SP 6ov's 5444 aeten James Daniels 
Chil lress 
ee Fred Miller 


Clough 
4 Fighting 
Ano’ ber 


An Old Church 


A drama of Mississippi 
land Negroes was the 
eve premicre presented by John 
Golden. ‘Savage Rhythm’ is vivid, 
stark stuff with no attempt at lev- 
ity which will probably militate 
against its chances beyond a short 
engagement. 

Harry Hamilion and 
Foster state the rituals enacted in 
the play are actual happenings 
among the people living on the edge 
of the swamp. They declare it isn’t 
voodooism, though there seemed 
much similarity. 

There is the ‘conjur-woman,’ an 
old mammy who invokes’ love 
charms at two-bits per and might 
too, pass judgment on erring neigh- 
bors in a little community seem- 
ingly a law unto itself. And into 
this, too, enters self-hypnotism. 
Strange rites are performed and 
there is seeming authenticity. The 
hand of Mr. Golden is patent and 
credit is given to him by the au- 
thors. 

Play opens in a shack which is 
home to Orchid, a colored actress 
returning for a visit from Broad- 
way. A youth who loves her is un- 
der the ministrations of the mammy 
witch-doctor, who decrees that 
Orchid continue to love the lad. But 
she has no such intention, being 
through with the small town peo- 
ple whose ways she had almost for- 
gotten. 

Fiorbel, Orchid’s sister, has two 
pickaninnies and she doesn’t know 
their real father—perhaps the only 
line with a giggle in the play. A 
husky fellow called ‘a sweetback,’ 
who had had a taste of Harlem, too, 
is set on ‘making’ Florabel. At a 
celebration in the woods for Orchid 
the man makes threats against his 
wife, who is fearful of losing him. 
While he and Florabel are embrac- 
ing the wife plunges a knife into 


swamp- 
New Year's 


Norman 


her back. 
Over the prostrate form her 
grandmother, the conjur-woman, 


calls on heaven and the dead gir] 
for the identity of the murderer. 
who she decrees shall be chased into 


the swamp, there to be stung to 
death by snakes. It is the high- 
light of ‘Savage Rhythm.’ From 


somewhere tom-toms ere beating. 
The assemblage sings with religious 
ardor. The old mammy loses hei 
mystic power, but it switches to 
Orchid, who, fired with zeal, names 
the guilty sweetback. Orchid shouts 
that she will never leave the town. 
now being the new witch doctor. 

The colored stage has been pro- 
ductive of good dramatic players. 
Not infrequently in their neigh- 
borhood theatres serious dramas 
are presented. Rarely anything so 
earnest as ‘Savage Rhythm’ is tried 
on Broadway. Mamie Cartier, Geor- 
gette Harvey, Vivian Baber, Vene- 
zuela Jones, Ernest Whitman and 
Inez Clough are the better known 
dramatic people. 





have a baby. That changes every- 
thin’. the show vcoing on to a es 
hic! l Mary 


conclusion which nas the 


but one which 
s from the iewer: 


to sia lhee,. 


| An interesting try. 


Imixed notic re 
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SOCIETY GIRL 


Drama in three acts by John Larkin, Jr.; 
from a story by Charles Pre- 
sented Dec. 30 at the Booth, New York, by 
William Brandt. Directed by Stanley Logan. 


$3 top 

Wetine ins occas de cds eddces ssc Weak 
Miss Halloway.......e+ee:-Hallie Manning 
Judy Gelett........ ececcccsoce Comme Luce 
Ronnie Carb..... seeeeeesDOnald Blackwell 
Ko? a eres 6086400606040 0ORL Serer 
PRIGDOR © nc ccs vied ooeceeneseee Eeian Donievy 
Johnny Malloy.....+.eceee--Russell Hardie 


Tom Warburion,......e++.-Gordon Richards 
Zoe Van Ruyl..............Helen Shipman 
Veter Bragdon.,..........-Tom Rutherford 
Matagalpa ....-ss0. e+» M. Charles Palazz 





casually knocking out the clerk left 
to guard them. This is the exciting 
episode depended upon to thrill 
modern Broadway audiences at 
10:40, the action being the next to 
last scene of the play. If this scene 
were played with the tongue in the 
cheek, somewhat after the Chris 
Morley Hoboken technique, it might 
strike a popular note, but if the in- 
tent here is travesty it doesn’t reg- 
ister in a form that the mob can 
absorb. 

Selection of Sydney Greenstreet to 
play the German secret service chief 
rather conveys the impression that 





Another promising pugilist spurns 
ithe warnings of his faithful man-| 
ager and falls for a faithless dame 
while another legit arrives with} 
both ears hopefully trained on the| 
Hollywood vibrations. ‘Society Girl 
with some doctoring will stand a 
better chance in talker form than 
on Broadway. For the latter it’s on 
the short end ringside. 

Mae West tried a similar idea 
earlicr this season and, though it 
was a bit rougher, as Mae’s would 
be, it didn’t get past the first round. 
This one has more class, but when 
it seeks to go 10th avenue, it wob- 
bles. The other similar item i: 
Russell Hardie, the pug in the West 
show and alse in this one, with the 
difference in the two productions 
accurately measured in his two 
stage titles. With Mae he was 
Bearcat Reilly; this time Johnny 
Malloy. But both ladies worked on 
ihe same set of rules. | 

The title role is played by Claire 
Luce, and the lead is hers until late} 
in the third act, when the boy's 
character as written becomes domi- 
nant. Although she repents and |} 
marriage is promised at the bell, | 
uer earlier fooling around as a so- 
ciety girl who loves ’em quick and 
shakes ‘em cuicker isn’t easily for- 
gotten and is hardly squared. The 
boy takes an option on the sym- | 
pathy right at the start and make 
an outright buy long before the 
finish. 

Two pretty strong, though highl: 
needled, moments boost the interes 
a bit, but they fall closely togethe: 
and rather late. In between and ali | 
around are holes big enough for! 
Carnera to go in wading. The first 
is a sock oi the chin for Judy that | 
delivers a thrill as delivered by | 
Johnny with his back to the audi- | 
ence. That brings the second act | 
curtain. Next curtain falls on more | 
caveman stuff by Johnny as he says, 
‘And if you don't come with me, I'll 
smash your blank, blank face in, 
whilst dragging her from her class) 
penthouse to his secluded trainin: 








camp for additional rough treat- 
ment. 

There is an abundance of shady 
lingo all through the dialog that 
would have to be omitted from a 
film scenario. Most of it’s an at- 
tempt to capture a realistic tone 


Though it sounds a bit crude in a 


theatre, it’s mild stuff for the real 
Madison Square Garden boys. 
The blonde Miss Luce looks the 


thrill-seeking, bored and often un- 
sympathetic society girl she piays. 
In performance she is not far be- 
hind Hardie, who gets another de- 
cision in his second pug try this 
season. There is good support for 
the leads from the nine other cast 
members, especially Brian Donlevy, 
the manager, who is excellent in the 
final scene. 

Two sets are a perfect contrast 
‘or each other and both good. ° 

Bige. 


BERLIN 


Play in three acts and nine scenes by 
Valentine Williams and Alice Crawford. 
Produced by Raymond Moore and Car! 
Reed. Directed by Fritz Feld. Settings by 
Livinston Platt. Cast of 25 besides super- 
numeraries. At the Cohan, N. Y., Dec. 30. 
$2 top. 


Frau Von Hentsch........ Ethel Strickland 
Dr. Von Hentsch....... ..-Charles Richman 
Major Von Ungemach....... Walter Wilson 
pS William Frankiyn 
oe SPP re Helen Vinson 
BI i50-bb cece ' sdnaded G. P. Huntley, Jr. 
Ilsa Von Wiltsche........Peggy Hovenden 
PRUE VOR TMS. 2.0 coos cccvececs David Morris 
De. Grumat... cece -«+.-Sy@ney Greenstreet 
Hedwig ..... 6004 0600606060080" 04 Alleen Poe 
Nigel Druce.......... ..G. P. Huntley, Jr. 
Floria Von Pelligrini.....Katherine Wilson 
VOIR. 26 cccsccesee ceveceesees-dacob Bleifer 
SS eecseceeeseee--Curtiss Karpe 





..-Moffat Johnston 
-Charlotte Granville 





Pretty late day to stage a 100% 
American melodrama about the 
German secret service just before 
the War. It would be tough if it 
were a good melodrama. It isn’t that 
from any angle. There are moments 
when the suggestion creeps in that 
the authors meant to spoof the 
whole German spy system by the 
simple process of exposing its ex- 
aggerations, but that angle never 
works out. 

Instead, the piece as presented is 
an astonishingly artificial drama- 
tization of a pulp dime novel idea, 
clothed in beautiful scenic sets and 
played by a rather distinguished 
cast of standard players. At $3 in 
the present state of the legitimate 
theatre it hasn’t a chance. 

Sufficient to indicate the amazing 
erudity of the theatrical devices em- 
ployed, it is enough to report that 
the hero and heroine are being held 
in the inner office of the head of the 
German secret police, while the hero 
holds in his possession a document 
vital to Germany’s success in the 
war, 

The super-spy catcher dashes off 
nm some other pursuit and the hero 





|; Berlin openly, 


| better cause. 
| for the first scene showing a dining 


; porch and living room from the 
street, and transforming into an in- 


| worked. 


| done with great simplicity, but still 





ind heroine make their escape by 


the satirical slant was the first in- 
tention. What this old-time Shakes- 
pearean scene chewer could do with 
a subtly ponderous exaggeration of 
a pompous German official is easily 
imagined. Only he isn’t allowed to 
play it with sufficient bluster to 
make it plain that it’s all a rich 
josh. It is merely a confused im- 
pression that a fat man playing a 
sinister heavy character noisily is 
unusual. 

“Helen Vinson is a pretty, graceful 
girl doing an ingenue role satisfac- 


torily, while the vivid Katherine 
Wilson strikes as merely futile in 
the astonishing role of a German 


lady spy who insists upon having a 
British secret agent as her lover 
and defends him under any and all 
circumstances. This Britain, by the 
way, is an amazing person even for 
a heavy melodrama, going about 
flouting royalty itseli 
in its public places and never meet- 
ing even annoyance from the secret 
police. Moffat Johnsion plays a 
German prince (obviously a bur- 
lesque of the Crown Prince himself) 
in a strong-arm comedy yein, but at 
leust you know he’s meant to be 
funny. 
The 
ful y 


whole futile script is beauti- 
staged in settings worthy of 
An iagenious trick set 


terior of the same rooms, is cleverly 
Another capital interior is 
that of a fashionable apartment, 
conveying a sense of fine taste. 
Rush. 


Bride Sun Shines On 


Comedy presented by The New York Rep- 
ertory Co., of which Lawrence Langner is 
direcior; written by Will Cotton; s‘aged by 
Knowles Entrikin; at the Fulton Dec. 26. 


ah Mei sccueanes 0060 nme Jessie Busey 
ee eer Russell Rhodes 
Everett Marbury............ Dudley Hawley 
a a ERE PEE CREEL TTC. Arm'na Muarshall 
By RAT seve deawes + seen Fania Marinofi 
Alired Satterlee....... .......-.Sam Wren 
Psyche Marbury........ .-++>. Dorothy Gish 
te | Pre ee Henry Hull 
SD EAN. os 6s sdcccecses Nicholas Joy 
CERT EO WONG ccc dcctccccces Eleanor Shaler 
Photographer............Anton Bundsmann 
eR SRS Re Serr yy Frank Conlan 


Harry James.... ...«.-Mervin Williams 


This is one of those shows that 
has its measure of entertainment, 
but the measure is more of the pint 
size than the quart that spells 
profit. Moderate stay is all that can 
be expected at best. 

Mild laughs throughout, save for 
one wow for the second act curtain 
and one that comes when least ex- 
pected. This happens when Psyche 
(Dorothy Gish) slaps Hubert 
(Henry Hull) on the.conk with her 
bridal bouquet just as she has be- 
gun her wedding march to be 
spliced with another man, Alfred 
(Sam Wren). 

It’s the first play written by Will 
Cotton, who's an artist, to get pro- 
duction. Drawback is its lack oi 
meat for three acts, it really being 
an elongated one-acter, slipping too 
often into fatal dullness. The one 
difference in the triangle theme is 
that instead of the woman waiting 
for a long time for a divorce or 
some other out, she skips out with 
the man she really loves 15 min- 
utes after becoming the other man’s 
wife. 

Story is localled in a Westchester 
society drawing room. Opens to 
much ado about the wedding of 
Psyche and Alfred to take place an 
hour later, considerable repetition 
and delay in the first act. Mild 
amusement on the subject of bride- 
groom presents being duplicated. 
For the sake of more insides to the 
play, a Mrs. Lane (Fania Marinoff) 
with whom Hubert once had an af- 
fair, is introduced. She's desirious 
of continuing it. He isn’t. 

After some time killing on the 
part of the writer, Hubert admits 
his love for Psyzhe. This leads to 
the big second act holler mentioned. 
Third act has the thing settled by 
the unmarried couple scramming. 

Another source of comedy is the 
absent-minded minister who served 
as well as the worn-out professor. 
Giggles come from his forgetful- 
ness; his love for fire engines and 
his disappearance shortly before 
the ceremony. He’s located at the 
firehouse, with the crew bringing 
him to the home for another giggle. 
Minister well played by Frank Con- 
lan. 

Alfred, who marries Psyche for a 
quarter of an hour, is a dumbbell. 
Hasn't the slighfest notion of what 
it’s all about, except that he’s go- 
ing to be a groom. Sam Wren turns 
in a capable performance, handling 
the stooge role given him in an in- 
telligent way. 

Both leads turn in fine jobs. Miss 
Gish looks and speaks pleasingly, 


—— 
Her handling of the bridal 
particularly good. Hull, aa the — 
layed fiance, is equally capable. po 
the husband of Mrs. Lane, Nicho 
Joy seems a bit too heavy handed, 
although the minor defect arisi 
from both his work and Miss Mar. 
inoff’s can probably be written off 
to the account of the characteriza~. 
tions they must. fulfill, iverybod 
else oke. . 

This is a show Ervlanger’s 
they are backing, partly or 
Some following may be cred 
Langner's Rep. Co., which m 
the otherwise adverse 
the show. 
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LANCASHIRE LASS 


Revived by the Victorian Piayers meller 
written by Henry J. Byron and first Pro. 
duced in 1868; Walter Hartwig. direct., 
to run two performances nightly and no 
matinees; first show at 8.50 p. m.: $1 ton 
no reserved seats; second showine 1! 30° 
$1.50 top reserved seats: the Presi lent, 
Dec, 30. ; 
Robert Redburn -Carl Benton Reid 
Ned Clayton.... =<e He: bert Ranson 
Party of name of Johnson. Berliowe Borland 
OY .. ccekhs tnaed-(ce chabiats Bernard Jukes 
Gregory Danville......... ...--Jchn Boone 
Farmer Kirby. ......... Joreph Lazarovici 
Se PELs 6 edo sda dbwebcs od Edward M. Favor 
Sergeant Donovan....,.... Jack C. Connelly 
MEINOON. Sat'ocvc pantVer- @harles P. Thomnson 
Insvector Kitely.......... .-Colin Hunter 
| ar ..JO0hn Hilton 
A Postman.)...............James Lindsay 
Beth. APOE . os seasons Merce’es Desmcre 
Kate Garstone.......4... Bernard Ostertag 
Fanny Danville..... ‘ ...DUarbara Allen 
Mre. Agatha Bootle.... Cecile Wulff 

Laughs spell the success of re 
vivais of this type: the more hollers 
the more b. o. and vice versa Not 
until about -n hour and a half pass 


with ‘Lass’ does anything apnroach.- 
ing sock comedy occur and then the 
thought naturally Is it’s too late. 
't looks bad for this pariicular try 
and it’s only prospect to @ribdblie 
long at an inconsequential pace, 
It stands small chance of real cash, 


is 


while the seating capacity of the 
small house limits receipts. The 
‘bar’ in the lounge may he!p. 
Perhans one reason for the ab- 
sence of important laughs was the 
anp»varent mismanagement of the 
1931 premiere. An empty or near 
emnty house, even though it be a 
shrimp such as the 299-seater 


President never helps and that was 


the condition Wednesday (30), with 
the President no hard task at fill- 
ing. Likewlse, there seemed to be 
a shortage on publicity, which is 
likewise of imnvortence in such a 
case. 

There is a further e::perimental 


touch, plus that of the revival pro- 
gram the co-op Victorian group has 
in mind, this being the creation of 
Broadway's first ‘night legit the- 
atre,’ as styled in the program. 

At the early showing the arrange- 
ment is a $1 gate, any seat in the 
house. At the second it’s $1.50, re- 
served policy. Why? Probably the 
thought was that with Broadway's 
film houses getting them in on mid- 
night shows, the legit might do 
likewise. The legit might, with a 
hit, but not with an attraction of 
dim future that ‘Lass’ has. Plus 
that is the out of the way location 
of the President, on 48th street, 
near Eighth avenue. Plus the in- 
creased admish, as compared with 
half that price charged in film 
houses and with me“‘crn entertain- 
ment. 

When first revivals hit the town 
a few years back, they had the sav- 
ing graces of novelty, keen adver- 
tising, entertaining performances 
and Hoboken beer, all spelling Bo- 


hemia and b. o. ‘Lass’ has only 
near-beer. 

‘Lass’ is customary old _ time 
meller about bad men and good 
girls, hard parents and maltreated 
heroes, Too much reliance for the 
all important burlesque factor is 


thrown on the play itself and too 
little on actual burleying perform- 
ine. 

‘Lass’ from the cast viewpoint 
presents little of note. Perhaps the 
exception is Barlowe Borland play- 
ing ‘A Party by the Name of John- 
son,” with the name created by 
Henry J. Byron back in ’68. 

The show takes two and a quar- 
ter hours. That means the 11.30 
curtain for 1.45 a. m. and buyers 
doubtful for other than a Saturday 
night or New Year’s eve. 


HAY FEVER 


Revival of comedy in three acts by Noel 


Coward. Presented at the Avon Dec. 29 by 
Patterson McNutt. Constance Collier 
starred. 

BSG BEE, cnc cncccesecee sp sheas Betty Linley 
Simon Bliss..... ..-Anthony Kemble-Cooper 
CURE Bcccccce seeeeeees.-Alice Belmore Cliffe 


Judith Bliss. .cccesescesss 
David Bliss...... 
Sandy Tyrell......++. 


.Constance Collier 
...Eric Cowley 

soeesees+s- Terence Neill 
Myra Arundel.....ccoccccscersses Julia Hoyt 
Richard Greatham........+-Edward Cooper 
Jackie Coryton........ rrr Valerie Cossart 





eeetee 





In October, 1925, this comedy was 
presented at Maxine Elliott’s and 
despite its popularity in London 
faded quickly. Pat McNutt in read- 
ing the play over arrived at the 
conclusion that the American pres- 
entation was faulty (the Shuberts) 
and went about carefully gathering 
a cast for the second try. It has @ 
much better chance, but that it 1s 
the click claimed for it is doubtful. 
Moderate stay. 

There is little doubt that the pres- 
ent showing of ‘Hay Fever’ is supe- 
rior to the original. But it should 
have been shortened, running over- 
time in the second act particularly. 
That rather tired a discrimating 











and gets the best out of her part. 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Big Holiday for Bway Hits But New 
Busts as Usual Come In to Go Out 











New record grosses for the en- 
gagement were registered by Broad- 
way's stand-out shows in the period 
petween Christmas and New Year's. 
But the latter holiday itself and the 
week-end saw dismal wecther. 
shows which had not been sold out 
jn advance found trade away off. 
Friday night (1) was ae real 
‘shlagger’ and the final count on the 
week was well under indications for 
the in-betweens and even some suc- 
cesses. : : ; 

A new hit came to town in ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ at the Music Pox. It 
drew rave notices for the most part 
and over capacity attendance, the 
first full week going to $35,000. That 
included an extra performance and 
a tilted holiday eve scale. 

Otherwise the holiday premiere 
card was unbelievably bad. Five 
among a bunch of a dozen were 
yanked off by Saturday, playing at 
most a week and a few days. Those 
which flopped so quickly were: 
‘Sentinels,’ Biltmore; ‘Adams’ Wife, 


Ritz; ‘Cold in Sables,’ Cort; ‘Sugar 
Hill,, Forrest; ‘Papavert,’ Vander- 
bilt. Latter show was panned and 


taken off after the second perform- 

ance. Joe Zelli, the producer, an- 

nounced the critics were right, that 

he would put on another version and 

would present it again next week. 
Revival Thrives 

‘Hay Fever,’ revival, did best 
among the others, grossing about 
$9,000 at the Avon; ‘The Bride the 
Sun Shines On,’ claimed $8,000 at 
the Fulton; ‘Berlin,’ Cohan, ‘Society 
Girl, Booth, and ‘Experience Un- 
necessary,’ Longacre, were mid- 
week openings. None received other 
than mild reviews, while ‘Savage 
Rhythm’ debutted on the eve of 
New Year's with negative notices. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ drew the 
highest holiday week gross among 
the non-musicals, bettering $29,000 
in 10 performances; ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ again around $25,000 
was second; ‘Barretts’ over $22,000; 
‘Counsellor at Law’ $20,000; same 
for ‘Cynara’; ‘The Good Fairy’ 
topped $19,000. 

Among the hit musicals best in- 
crease was scored by ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle’ which in 10 times bettered 
$39,000 and ‘The Band Wagon’ 
spurted but is going out after next 
week. 

Due in next week: ‘The Animal 
Kingdom,’ Broadhurst; ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery,’ Times Square; ‘Whistling in 
the Dark’; ‘Distant Drums,’ Na- 
tional; ‘Son of Satan,’ Ambassador’; 
‘“Gondoliers,’ Erlanger’s revival. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Adams’ Wife,’ Ritz. Withdrawn 
Saturday; notices adverse; one 
week, 

‘Barretts’ Empire (43d week) (C- 
1,099-$3,85). One added matinee last 
week when gross was quoted at 
$22,500; extra scale New Year's eve. 

‘Berlin,’ Cohan (2nd week) (CD- 


1,400-$3). Opened last week with 
mixed notices; trade light after 
premiere, 2 


‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco (9th week) 
(C-1,000-$3), Held to eight perform- 


ances; with holiday scale up, over 
$12,500. 

‘Cat and’ Fiddle,’ Globe (13th 
week) (O-1,416-$4.40). Got big 


share of Christmas to New Year's 
Money; with two added matinees 
and holiday prices record for en- 
gagement at $39,500. 

hurch Mouse,’ Playhouse (13th 
Week) (C-984-$3. No extra mati- 


nees because ‘Little Women’ was 
afternoon attraction; moved up, 
over $12,000. 

Cold in Sables,’ Cort. Off Satur- 
day; week and half. 

Counsellor - at- Law’ Plymouth 
(10th week) (C-1,042-$3). Without 


mcreased prices New Year's eve 
Went over $°0,000; best gross since 
Start. 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (10th week) 
(CD-893-$3. One extra matinee last 
Week and boost in holiday eve scale 
sent Sross to new high; over $20,000. 

‘Everybody's Welcome,’ Shubert 
(12th week) (M-1,395-$3). Poorest 
draw among musicals; other than 
€00d New Year's Eve business away 
of last week: $10,000 estimated; 
‘The Little Racketeer’ follows after 
&nother week, 
pe xperience Unnecessary,’ Long- 

“re (24 week) (C-1,019-$3). Mid- 
week opening with notices so-so; 
chances doubtful. 
$30 33, Fever,’ Avon (2d week) (C- 
had Pf Revived Coward comedy 
9.0000 food first week; about 


‘ 
ott Bank,’ Little (14th week) 
omen: Rightly spotted this 
poe x Y Operating to profit.at mod- 
ate grosses; last week one of its 
aL: Over $8,000 in small theatre. 
as Boy,’ Mansfield (1st* week) 
ently: 00-$3). Presented independ- 
Y (Burton Harford): written by 
-C. Upham; first called ‘Trespass’: 
opens tonight (5). ‘ 
wonder Please,’ Masque (14th 
go ad {D-530-$3). Will probably 
Rot ar Soon; moderate money show 
ag Ut $9,000 in holiday week. 
curning Becomes Electra,’ 








Again approximated $25,000: with} 
subscriptions off, that is not actual 
capacity, but tops dramas. 

‘Never No More’, 
week) (D-1,094-$2) 
dependently (Robert Sparks); 
negro cast play written by 
Knox Millen; opens Thursday (7). | 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (24| 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Sensational | 
demand for tickets for indicated | 
smash musical; with holiday eve at 


Guild (llth week) (D-914-$6). | 
} 
| 


Hudson (ist 
Presented in- 


James 


$7.70 top, first full $35,000. 
‘Papavert,’ Vanderbilt. Panned | 
and taken off second night; pro- 


| 

ducer announced critics were right | 
and that show would reopen in re- | 
vised form next Monday (11). 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (8th 
week) (C-1,168-$3). Biggest money 
for non-musicals last week when 
with two extra performances and 
tilted holiday prices topped $29,000. 

‘Savage Rhythm,’ John Golden (2d 
week) (D-900-$3). Opened New 
Year’s Eve (31); distinctly divided 
notices and chances in doubt. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (17th 
(R-1,168-$5.50). Well up in 
day going with gross over $42,000. 

‘Sentinels,’ Biltmore. Withdrawn 
Saturday; less than two weeks to 
little money. ’ 

‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ Harris (9th 


week) | 
holi- 


week) (C-1,051-$3). Co-operative 
and due out soon; estimated at 
$6,500 last week. 

‘Social Registér,’ 48th St. (9th 
week) (C-969-$3). Moving show to 
third house did not figure to do 
gzood; last week* about $10,000 and 


should have gotten more. 

‘Society Girl,’ Booth 2d week) (C- 
708-$3). Another last mid-week’'s 
openings and, like others, drew mild 
or divided opinion, with light de- 
mand thereafter, 

‘Springtime for Henry’, Bijou (5th 
week (CD-605-$3). Rated with hits 
now; last week’s gross nearly $12,- 


000; small house. 

‘Sugar Hill,’ Forrest. Colored 
show withdrawn Saturday. 

‘The Animal Kingdom’, Broad- 


hurst. Postponed. 

‘The Band Wagon’, New Amster- 
dam (31st week) (R-1,717-$5.50). 
Going on tour next week; up last 
week in holiday going with gross 
quoted at $34,000. 

‘The Bride the Sun Shines On’, 
Fulton (2nd week) (OD-913-$3). 
Chance for moderate money with 


indicated pace last week about 
$8,000 holiday aiding. 

‘The Devil Passes’, Selwyn (ist 
week) (D-1,067-$3). Presented by 


Arch Selwyn; written by Benn W. 
(Continued on page 63) 





STONE SHOW $27,000 
AND LEADS BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 4. 

Legit boxoffice men had a busy 
week over the counters. Returns 
looked like the old days. 

Fred Stone led the town with $27,- 
000, while William Gillette’s ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ had $23,000 in the 
strong box. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Smiling Faces’ (Majestic). Ex- 
cellent: $27,000. One more week and 
then ‘Good Companions.’ 

‘Three Little Girls’ (Wilbur). Good 
$19,200 at this scale. Show here for 
three weeks more. : 

‘Mrs. Moonlight’ (Plymouth) (ist 
week). Drama only fair at $12,000. 

‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Colonial). Wil- 
liam Gillette’s farewell netted $23,- 





000. Theatre dark until ‘Band 
Wagon’ arrives Jan. 18. 
‘Cloudy With Showers’ (Hollis) 


(1st week). Fair at $10,000. 


QUIET FRISCO WEEK; 
2 SHOWS’ 2D WEEKS 


San Francisco, Jan. 4. 
Twelve performances during the 
week instead of usual nine sent 
Duncan Sisters to a neat total for 
the deuce stanza of ‘Topsy and Eva,’ 
putting the Alcazar intake ahead of | 
the first week's. oat 
That’s the main item in a quiet! 

legit week. . 
Dunes did a New Year’s eve mid- 
night show and coupla extra mati- 
nees for $8,500, a grand above their 
opening week. : 
‘Blue Bird Revue’ perked up a bit 
over its Christmas week opening at} 


| 
| 
} 
} 


the Columbia; for its second and 
final stanza a fair $7,000. 
Sid Goldtree’s Green Street, re-| 


opening Christmas day with ‘Whoops 
My Dear,’ fair at $1,000 for the 350- 
seat upstairs house. 

Curran and Geary dark, both look- 
ing to remain that way for some 
time. 

Shakespeare rep opens at Colum- 
bia Jan. 9. 


| the 





‘Tomorrow’ $7,000—Min. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 4. 
‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ first 
of the New York Theatre Guild 
attractions, did nicely at the Metro- 
politan for the three nights and a 
matinee, grossing around $7,000. ‘As 
Husbands Go,’ second of the series, 

is here for three days this week. 
‘Sinners’ was a good magnet for 





| the Bainbridge stock at the Shubert, 
| grossing around $4,000 with the aid | 


of a complete sellout New Year's 
Eve. ‘All Fun Review’ putied close 
to $3,000 for Harry Hirsch’s stock 


burlesque at the Gayety. 


Philly Troupes 


Hotel’ $21,000, ‘Lizzie’ $13,000, ‘Lucky’ 
$13,000: in L. A.; Eight Legits Playing 





TWO PAYOFFS | 


Both at Equity for Closed Legit} 


Shows 
Final clean-up payments to ths 
cast of the closed ‘Widow in Green’| 
ire to be made at Equity today (5).} 
Show ended a short run at the Cort, | 
New York, a few weeks ago, but 
there was some trouble in collect-| 
ig on the bond nosted by James 

| Elliott, who produced. 
Elliott’s next announced '_ show, 


| 


Enjoy Holidays: 
Smiling’ $26,000; 


Philadelphia, Jan. 4. 
This city is more than likely to 
become a one-week stand for at 
least the rest of this season. There 


have already been an unusual num- 
ber of single week engagements, | 
some of them planned and some re- 
sulting from curtailment. There are 
a half dozen or so more either defi- 
nitely booked or reported in the the- 


atrical horizon. 
Next week Aarons and Freedley | 
bring their new dramatic, ‘Adam 


Had Two Sons,’ into the Garrick for 
six days and after that ‘Wild 
Waves,’ presented by the firm of | 
Doran, Ray and Hewes, comes to 
the same house for a like period. 
The Garrick’s booking on Jan. 15 is 
not settled, but Feb. 1 Walter 
Iiampden brings his ‘Cyrano’ re- 
vival there also for one week only. 
Over at the Broad, Maurice Che- 
valier is scheduled for a split week, 
with matinees each day, and two or 
three other short bookings are all 
but official. 

Business during the holidays was 
generally good enough to warrant 
more confidence and enthusiasm 
than is evidenced by these choppy 
winter bookings. There was noth- 
ing sensational, but all five shows 
turned in a substantial profit, un- 
usual in Philly this season. Four 
had extra matinees, the exception 
being Ethel Barrymore’s ‘School for 
Scandal.’ 


Vincent Youman’s musical ver- 
sion on ‘Smiline Through’ was a 
long way from ready when it 


opened at the Garrick Monday (28) 
and drew decidedly mixed notices, 
which hurt. However, house was 
sold out Tuesday with a big party 
and benefit (probably the reason for 
the Monday bow) and all three 
matinees were strong. Some profit 
at $26,000 in nine performances at 
a $3.50 top, but far from capacity. 


(Continued on page 56) 


Mr. Goldigger’ won't be that. Show | 
reverted back to the author, Dan | 
Kusell, when the opiion expired. 

Another payoff at Equity was for 
‘Sentinels,’ shown for a week by 
Batchelor, Dare and Carpenter, new 
firm, witn tne show closing Satur- 
day (2) at the Biltmore. 


| 


‘KINGDOM’ OVER $15,000 
IN PITT—‘TREE’ $10,000 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 4. 


Legit pickings last week were a 
little disappointing for the holiday 
session. Even with extra mats 
New Year’s day trade was only a 
bit better than average. 

Philip Barry's new one, ‘Animal 
Kingdom,’ at Nixon went several 


grand better in 10 performances 
than ‘Vinegar Tree’ did in 13 at the 
Alvin. Latter show opened Xmas 
nite, continuing through New Year's 
week, but title was figured to be 
against it, and it secarcely did 
$10,000 for the extended session de- 
spite highly flattering notices. Top 
was $2.50 and show closed here. 
‘Kingdom’ had a $3 top and 
started to capacity. Fell off in mid- 
week, and then built again to bet- 


ter $15,000. Leslie Howard's name 
held chiefly responsible, town re- 
membering him from ‘Berkeley 


Square’ and more recent film work. 

O. E, Wee's ‘Strange Interlude,’ 
a last-minute booking, is current 
at the Alvin at $2, with ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ at the Nixon. The Nixon is 
booked solid for several weeks with 
‘Smiling Thru,’ ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra’ for fortnight, ‘Merchant of 
Venice’ and ‘Band Wagon.’ The 
lone January attraction for the Al- 
vin is ‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ week 
of the 18th. 


‘VANITIES’ K. C. $35,000 
Kansas City, Jan. 4. 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’ knocked off 
close to $35,000 at the Shubert here 
last week. 
Figure is very much okay. 











Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Business last week allowed little 
cause for rejoicing among the legit 
coterie. Not only was it generally 
way off from between Christmas 
and the eve of conviviality, but the 
attedance Friday night in many of 
the houses was lower than the pre- 
vious Sunday. A dismal New Year's 
night turnout may be attributed to 
a driving rain and snowstorm which 
prevailed through the major part of 
the day. Only bright rift seen by 
the boys now is the flock of big 
trade conventions slated here for 
the next two weeks. 


‘Wonder Bar’ $31,000 Tops Loop: 
House Beautiful,’ $7,000; Goes Red 


dark until the arrival of ‘As Hus- 
bands Go’ Jan. 18. 

‘Chauvre-Souris,’ only current 
week’s entry, slipped into the Sel- 
wyn last night (3) on a two week 
ticket and asking $2.50 top. Noth- 
ing carded in the near future but 
the Blackstone booking and Zieg- 
feld’s ‘Follies,’ Illinois, with latter 
figuring on asking for $4.40 top 
from scratch. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Broken Dishes,’ Adelphi (1st 
week) (C-1,002; $3). Opened Christ- 
mas night but making no headway. 
Around $6,500 on the week, and 
slightly better than breaking even. 

‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ Studebaker 





No complaint heard about New| 
Year's Eve. Couthoui agency re- | 
ported that the sales in volume al- 
most equalled last year’s. gut the | 
next day’s reaction found them | 
holding stacks of commitments and 
their reps putting up a conspicuous 
and noisy demonstration in front of | 
the two lead musicals, “‘Wonderbar’ | 
and ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ a half hour | 
before the knell of the evening cur- | 
tain. 

Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar’ grabbed | 
around $31,000, including a $5.50 top 
for New Year’s Eve and the demand } 
for that night terrific. Show felt 
the reaction the next night with) 
others, but returned to its 
profitable stride on the week's 
windup. That $31,000 is the high for 
the season in Chicago. 

O. E. Wee came back Christmas 
night with his version of ‘Strange | 
Interlude,’ unfolding it at the Black- | 
stone for a three weeks’ stay. Sut 
after the ninth performance he de- | 
cided to call it a run, the mara- 
thoner moving out for a series of 
one-nighters and the house going | 





| week) 


(1st week) (D-1,001; $2.50). Claimed 
$7,000. Elizabeth Risdon in name 
role got major critical attention, 
with opinions divided. Has three 
weeks to go. 

Grand Hotel,’ Grand (4th week) 
(D-1,365; $3). Profitable all around 
at $27,000. 


‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (16th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Topped $17,- 
000, with two weeks more to go. 

‘House Beautiful,’ Harris (1st 


week) (D-1,084; $3). Not even get- 
ting the Dramatic League subscrip- 
tioners in previous numbers on the 
initial week: estimated at around 
$7,000, meaning much red and a 
limited three-week stay. 
‘Marching By,’ Great 
(4th week) (O-1,165; $3). 


No thern 


Big money, considering fact major 
part came from cut-rate sources. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (1st 
(R-1,997; $2.50). Around 
$22,000 on 11 shows; agency call 
slight, but figured to be aptly priced 
for the b. o. 


‘Ten Nights in a Yar Room,’ Cort 


iit has to do that 


Jumped | 
to around $20,000 for holiday week. | 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
legit shows operating last 
week, a season record for L. A. and 
More of a 


Eight 


Hollywood combined. 


‘ecord is that tl ey did good busi- 
ness. 

New for the weeK wi Lucky 
Day,’ colored musical, whit opened 
lat the Mayan Tuesday, financed by 
Alexander Pantages in the name of 
his son Rodney. Piece started 
fairly good with $13,000 for the first 
five days. This amount in ided a 
‘midnight show New Year's Eve at 
$3 top 

‘Grand Hotel’ tops the town with 
a take of $21,000 for the first full 
week at the Belasco. With a large 
cast and the limit in stage hands, 


business to make 


a profit. Advance is heavy for the 


next two weeks, with the theatre 
going all the way in advertising. 
‘Private Lives’ closed an cight- 
week run at the Hollywood Play- 
house, getting $6,400 for the final 
| stanza. Longest run a legit show 
has had here, with one exception, 
the past year. Edward Iverett 
Horton opens ‘The Scamp,’ ne title 
ifor the old ‘Shaughran,’ Jan. 6, with 


the same cast as ‘Lives’ minus Flor- 
ence Eldridge. Advance good. 


‘Last of Mrs. Cheney’ with Bebe 
| Daniels starred, at the El Capitan, 
|}coasted along to $6,100, which was 


no rave but profitable. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Players at 
the Biltmore showed plenty of profit 
at $13,000 for their second week, 
with sell-outs at mats to the school 
kids. Evening performances not so 
hot downstairs, but capacity on the 
shelf. 


At the Hollywood Music Box, 
‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ dirt play, got 


$6,000 for its first full week with a 


midnight show New Year's Eve. 
Production is pulling on the dirt 
angle, which is played up in ads, 


‘Lysistrata,’ as produced by Dick- 
son Morgan and George Roberson, 
injected plenty of life into the Car- 
thay Circle. While not strongly 
ballyhooed, it got plenty of word of 
mouth advertising and finished its 
first week with $13,000, best gross 
the former picture house has seen 
in two years. 





‘Gossip,’ first production of Al 
Kantor’s stock company at Figue- 
roa, closed Wednesday with ‘The 
jandit’ opening Thursday. Split- 


ting the two shows on the week, the 
b.o. did less than $1,000, which 
leaves the producer in the red about 





for a couple of months. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ El Capi- 


tan (2nd week) (C-1,571; $1.50). 
Satisfactory at $6,200; but Miss 


Daniels’ name was figured to draw 
better. 

‘Private Lives,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (8th, final week) (C-1,152; 
$2). In competition with the pic- 
ture at two houses closed to $6,400, 


demonstrating the Horton drawing 
power. ‘The Scamp’ opens Wednes- 
day. 


‘Grand Hotel,’ Belasco (2nd week) 
(D-1,103; $2.50). 


full week. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Shakespear- 
ean Co., Biltmore (2nd week) (Rep- 


1,656; $2.50). Strong at $13,000, 
about on a par with last week. 


Plenty of support from schools and 
literary clubs. 

‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ Music Box (2nd 
week) (C-965; $1.50). Getting the 
drama lovers among the burlesque 
admirers; everything but the teaser, 
With a nut of $2,400, there was 
plenty of profit in the $6,000 draw. 

‘Lysistrata,’ Carthay Circle (2nd 
week) (C-1,500; $1.50). Much ex- 
citement at the b.o. with $13,000 in 
the till. Stock royalty and a cheap 
cast shows profit at this figure. 

‘Gossip,’ Figueroa (1 week only) 
(D-1,200; 75). Hungry at less than 


a grand for their opening week, 
‘The Bandit’ followed Thursday, 


getting $400 for the first three days. 

‘Lucky Day,’ Mayan (ist week) 
(M-1,492: $2). Started fairly strong 
at $13,000 for the first five days with 
a $3 midnight New Year's Eve per- 
formance thrown in. 





—s 


(6th week) (D-1,984: $1). Netted 
approximately $6,500 on 10 perform- 
| ances, Billy Brvyant’s Show Boat 
troupe playing ‘East Lynne’ the 
icurrent week. Leave for Broadway 
this Saturday (9). 

‘Strange _ Interlude,’ 
(1st-final week) (D-1,219: $2.59). 
Not enough remaining interest to 
give it over $6,000 on the nine per- 
| formances. IIouse dark until Jan. 
18, 

‘Three’s a Crowd,’ 
week) (R-1,319; $3). 
;000. Pulling out Jan. 
| City. Hiouse’s he st 
| Season. 
| ‘Wonder Bar,’ Apollo (1st week) 
| (R-1,430;. $3.85). Brought better 
ithan $31,000 on eight performances, 
lwith New Year’s Eve ticketed at 
'$5.50 and Sat. and holidays, $4.40. 


Biackstone 


Erlanger (2d 
Around $23,- 
23 for Kansas 

attraction this 


oe oe se 


$1,000, but he says he’s in to gamble 








Near record fa, 
non-musicals at $21,000 for the age 
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|—Out of Town Reviews— 











ANIMAL KINGDOM 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 
Gilbert Miller and Lestie Howard present 
a new comedy by Philp Barry in three acts. 


Staged by Mr. Miller. Settings by Aline 
Bernstein. At the Nixon for one week. 
Owen AprthuLr...cccscocseces Blaine Cordner 


Rufus Collier. ...ceccce: Frederick Forrester 





Cecelia. Henry... 6icdoccccdiccess Kay Strozzi 
Richard Regan....eceees-- William Gargan 
Tom Collier......cscece-----Leslie Howard 
Oe Bei coctececess .Theodore Newton 
Franc Schmidt..ceccocescesees Betty Lynne 
Datay Sage....<ccsce .»-Frances Fuller 
Grace Macomber...cecccacsceees Ilka Chase 





Philip Barry off on another tan- 
gent this time, dwelling between 
the comedy of ‘Holiday’ and the 
serious note of ‘Tomorrow and To- 
morrow. A well-written piece filled 
with the usual Barry subtleties and 
niceties, with Leslie Howard, one of 
the finest actors on the stage to- 
day, in the leading role. ‘Animal 
Kingdom’ shapes as a play designed 
primarily for a class draw with lit- 
tle or no appeal for the masses. 

Opening performance here went 
poorly. Some bad casting and a 
few weak spots in construction sent 
the piece off to anything but a fa- 
vorable start. Substance, however, 
is there, and most of the faults 
were rectified by the end of the 
week. Lora Baxter was brought on 
to replace Kay Strozzi, and other 
replacements are due. With an- 
other scene being added for Cleve- 
land next week, Gilbert Miller 
should have another show which 
will appeal to New York’s carriage 
trade. 

Barry has a good idea here, and 
he draws its carefully. A bit too 
carefully, perhaps. There are times 
when his subtlety seems to cloud 
the major issue. He takes a sensi- 
tive young publisher, dreamy and 
artistic, and gives him both a wife 
and a mistress. The wife has all 
the characteristics of a. mistress, 
and the mistress all of the requi- 
sites he wants in a wife. 

Author shows the gradual degen- 
eration of the leading character un- 
der his wife’s influence, with the 
legal mate dangling her physical 
charms in front of her husband to 
gain her selfish ends. At a week- 
eed party to which the mistress has 
also been invited she sees this de- 
cay in the man she loves and walks 
out on him, apparently forever, al- 
though their relations since his 
marriage have been purely platonic. 

For all of his loose construction 
through the first two acts and the 
first scene of the third act, Barry 
has built a closing scene that 
brings his theme home in what 
seems to be one of his finest bits of 
writing. His wife has forced the 
husband against his will into a 
merger. She begs him to accept 
his father’s birthday check. And 
for the first time in his married life 
he sees his wife clearly for what 
she. is. 

He plies her with champagne. 
She goes warm and mellow. He 
leads here on. ‘You're going to be 
good, she says, and he replies in 
the affirmative. The wife returns 
to her boudoir. ‘Don’t be long,’ she 
whispers. And the publisher en- 
dorses the check over to his wife, 
places it under the mantlepiece for 
physical services rendered and asks 
the butler for his hat and coat. 
‘I'm going back to my wife,’ he says 
simply. 

The scene turns ‘Animal King- 
dom’ into a solidified whole and as 
played, principally by Howard, it is 
magnificent. 

There are passages which appear 
to be a bit confusing, but whether 
this was the fault of the writing or 
the acting at the opening perform- 
ance is a matter for debate. Some 
of the characters couldn’t be heard 
beyond the first rows, and the open- 
ing scene was garbled beyond rec- 
ognition. Several other situations 
suffered a like fate. 

Howard, of course, is superb. He 
plays the publisher with those rare 
touches which are distinctly his 
own. The part, howev-~- at times 
seems a bit slim for a star of his 
proportions, and it might be wise to 
fortify it before the tryout tour 
ends. Could easily be done, for 
there are several scenes in which 
the burden might be shifted to ‘his 
shoulders instead of those of the 
supporting players. 

In the part of the mistress 
Frances Fuller gets a good break 
and makes the most of it, turning 
in a generally captivating perform- 
ance that will be talked about. Wil- 
liam Gargan as the ex-pugilist 
turned butler drew exit applause, 
while Ilka Chase, returning to the 
stage after a sojourn in Hollywood, 
does well in her brief appearance as 
a somewhat thitk-headed celebrity 
hound. 

With the necessary cast changes 
being made, ‘Animal Kingdom’ 


_ should stand more than a good 


chance, particularly with the so- 
phosticates to whom Barry and 
Howard appeal. Cohen. 





Book Balances Play 
Third edition for, Aben Kandel’s 
‘Rabbi Burns’. Kandel says that 
makes up a little for.the short run 
lis play ‘Tlot Money’ had. 


GRAND HOTEL 


(Coast) 


Los Angeles, Jan. 1. 
Belasco & Curran, by arrangement with 
Herman Shumlin and Harry Moses, original 
Broadway impresarios, opened Vicki Baum's 
international dramatic hit Xmas night at 
the Belasc>), L. A., to $2.50 top, produced 


by William Keighley and staged exactly 
as dene by Shumlia at the National, New 
York. 


Three-act play in 18 scenes (which made 
necessary a revolving stage) holds the fol- 
lowibg coast cast: Thomas Henry, Arnold 
Korff, Dorothy Tree, Marcelle Corday, Ian 
Keith, Christian Rub, Leslie Thomas, Har- 
ry Burkhardt, Frank Reicher, William Jef- 
frey, John Merkyl, Philip Morris, Costea 
Mooth, Olga Baclanova, Bert Sprotte, Herta 
Lind, Catherine Courtney, Frank Fanning, 


Harry Hollingsworth, Dayton Lummis, 
Joha J. Cameron, Marfa Tesnova, Kay 
Fish, Theresa Barber, Rafael Aivir, Isa- 


belle Stevens, Merza Marston, Donna Earle, 
Adolph Fehlauer, Ruth Keller, Robert De- 
viera, Max Lucke, Karl De La Motte, Carl! 


Krivack, Albert Arno, James Adamson, 
Juan Villasana, Gail Greenstreet, Fred 
Evans, Eugene Burr, Tom Turner, Larry 


Magee, Jack Thomas, Dick Seymour, Henri 
Swartz, Michael Borodin, Gordon Oliver, 
Jean Hirsh, Marion Sheldon, George Amos, 
Wanda Clayton, Jean Harper, Robert L. 
Stevenson, Grace Sutton, Greg Finley, Peg- 
gy Rowell, Jack Arthur, Kenneth Bower, 
Harry Pickett, Dwight Andrews. 





‘Grand Hotel’ 
mentary other than as a local pro- 
duction under Belasco & Curran’s 
sponsorship. At $2.50 it’s a swell 
buy for cast and quality of produc- 
tion which, without this Broadway 
expatriate having ever seen the 
original Shumlin presentation, must 
suffer but little by comparison. 

It is lavishly dressed in every de- 
tail, including the revolving stage, 
which makes the 18 scenes a matter 
of moments, and on casting it, too, 
is a creditable performance. 

Olga Baclanova may not stack up 
alongside of Eugenie Leontovitch, 
or perhaps the quite excellent 
Christian Rub might have been a 
wee bit eclipsed by Sam Jaffe’s 
American creation of ‘Kringelein,’ 
but the general ensemble needn't 
shun comparison with the Broadway 
original. One wonders in truth 
whether Henry Hull’s original was 
better than Ian Keith’s excellent 
conception of the Baron, or whether 
Arnold Korff’s Preysing was su- 
perior in the east. Dorothy Tree 
as Flaemmchen was equally distin- 
guished, along with the other out- 
standers in character assignments. 
Although many are just walk-on 
bits, the sizeable cast makes it quite 
a problem for a $2.50 top scale, but 
that ‘Grand Hotel’ merits heavy 
trade is beyond dispute. Perhaps 
the only thing that might militate 
against it has been the parallelism 
as in the past where advance pub- 
licity on forthcoming picturizations 
or early releases killed off the local 
stage productions. ‘Private Lives’ 
is a very recent case with the Ed- 
ward Everett Horton stage version 
being flattened out as soon as the 
Shearer Glm was released, although 
Horton did manage a nice few 
weeks. Ditto with ‘Man in Posses- 
sion,’ Sid Grauman getting an even 
tougher break when the picture 
bumped off the play three weeks 
after the latter’s premiere. Metro 
at the moment is readying ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 

‘Hotel along with the past week’s 
openings of ‘Lysistrata,’ ‘Lucky Day’ 
(colored musical) and ‘Easy for Zee 
Zee,’ is suddenly reviving sluggish 
legit season. Maybe it’s in general 
anticipation of the Olympaid, which 
has more pretentious legit fare on 
the tapis for ’32. Abel. 


LYSISTRATA 


(Coast Production) 

George C. Roberson and Dickson Mor- 
gan Productions, Ltd., present Gilbert 
Seldes’ version of Aristophanes’ ‘Lysis- 
trata,’ directed by Dickson Morgan. Cast 
includes Nance O'Neil (as Lysistrata), 
Clarence Nordstrom, Howard Nugent, 
Daniel Reed, King Kennedy, Betty Mack, 
Phoebe Fulton, Regina Kahl, Robert 
Adair, Stanley Price, Dorothy LaVerne 
and many others. At Carthay Circle, Los 
Angles, Dec. 26; top, $1.50. 


requires no com- 








What Norman Bel Geddes staged 
for the Philadelphia Theatre Ass'n, 
in 1929, with a 32-week run on 
Broadway at $3.85 following, is in 
the main what Dickson Morgan has 
staged in Los Angeles for $1.50 top. 
Even a comparison of names in the 
cast is not the usual one-sided 
spectacle in favor of the east, for 
the western lineup is headed by the 
traditional Nance O'Neill and the 
locally popular Clarence WNord- 
strom. Violet Kemble Cooper and 
Ernest Truex created the parts and 
Miriam Hopkins also was in the 
original cast. Out here the Hopkins 
a is Betty Mack, and not 

ad. 

Until recently Fox-West Coast’s 
two-a-day reserved seat film show- 
case Carthay Circle and quite a 
financial problem as such, is located 
in a residential district at least 206 
minutes by automobile from down- 
town Los Angeles and 15 minutes 
from Hollywood. It will be an even 
greater matinee problem for Dick- 
son Morgan and his guiding bank- 
roll, George C. Roberson, who have 
leased it. Their intention is to fol- 
low ‘Lysistrata’ with other west 





coast productions of eastern tid- 
bits, and they must be unusually 
attractive as a regular policy or 


the whole buildup will be killea by 
one poor show. So far, however, the 
draw has been promising. 


Production and interpretation of 
the jazzed-up ‘Lysistrata’ with its 
substantial one set of the fortress 
of Athens and its modern dialog re- 
lating how the ladies of Athens and 
Sparta ended war by refusing to 
share their bed with hubby until 
he promised he'd cease battling, 
was both a novelty and a shock to 
the basically provincial Angelenos. 
The shock which its metropolitan- 
ism delivered should be financially 
stimulating on the tail end of a 
thoroughly dull legit year. 

Nance O'Neill's Lysistrata is a 
polished job, much more so than 
Clarence Nordstrom's delirious ca- 
vortings as the scantily clad Gre- 
cian warrior who must have his 
wife or else. It exceeded the bounds 
of farce, burlesque or satire, Phoebe 
Fulton as the wife who works 
Nordstrom to a fever heat on stage 
and then airs him, was a good se- 
lection; likewise Daniel Reed as 
president of the Senate and Regina 
Kahl as the head Spartan dame. 
The huge supporting cast, made 
up mostly of persons who have been 
in and out of pictures, played 
smoothly. Some are getting as little 
as $10 a week. Among the supers 
is Edwin August, once one of the 
most prominent names in pictures. 

‘Lysistrata’ is good for several 
weeks unless the city’s preservers 
ef order and law take a dislike to 
its spice. The ads are aimed at the 
risible trade with a ‘don’t bring the 
kiddies’ theme, as are the ads of 
‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ another current 
legit more directly concerned with 
dirt for dirt’s sake. A slough at ‘Zee 
Zee’ would bring an inevitable fol- 
low-up smack at ‘Lizzie.’ 

And are the home-folks blushing 
these days! Bang. 


LUCKY DAY 


Los Angeles, Dec. 29. 


Arthur Silber, Rodney Pantages and Har- 
old Moorehouse present. Colored revue in 
two acts opening to $1.50 top at Mayan, 
L. A., Dec. 29. Book by Edmund Joseph 
and Nat Perrin; music, Otis Rene and Leon 
Rene; lyrics, Ben Ejiligon; book and choir 
staged by Earl Dancer; dances, Harold 
Becht; costumes, John Clayton Poole; en- 
tire production under personal direction of 
LeRoy Prinz. Cast: Alex Lovejoy, Bddie 
Anderson, Alma Travers, LeRoy Broom- 
field and Aurora Greeley, Hellelujah Quar- 
tet, Marguerite Robinson, Edna _ Barr, 
Charles Moore, Edward Jones, Mildred 
Washington, J. Lawrence Criner, Edward 
Thompson, Kathleen LaMarr, Cliff Ingram, 
. KR. Manning, G. B. Morrow, Cliff 
Ritchie, Jr., Marguerite Washington and 
two youngsters, Tommy Abernathy and 
Lawrence Harris; 18 girl and 11 boy danc- 
ers; Jubilee Singers (22). 








A lot of cast and a lot of show for 
$1.50. It should be all right for the 
Silber-Pantages-Moorhead produc- 
tion trio. Silber, former Pantages 
agent on Broadway, who booked so 
prolifically for old man Pan, is now 
teamed with Alex’s son, Rodney, as 
co-producer, with Harold Moore- 
head, antecedents unknown. 

It’s a strong colored musical with 
a story thread consistently dovetail- 
ing the sequence. It perhaps lacks 
the production class of a Lew Les- 
lie show nor can it be said that 
this one has a chance for Broadway, 
but it should do plenty of biz here, 
in ’Frisco and, unlike most Coast 
productions, it should be quite 
worth while .touring it into the 
northwest, southwest, etc. Owing to 
the quantity of cast, this may entail 
curtailment of personnel but even 
if they cheat on the number of peo- 
ple the musical holds enough basic 
merit. However, it is the very abun- 
dance of singers, dancers, principals 
and mixed choruses which makes 
for such a flash in toto and permits 
for the building up of numbers, 

Principals are strong in them- 
selves. Alex Lovejoy and Eddie An- 
derson are a sturdy comedy pair, ef- 
fectively motivating the colored 
man’s plight when they come into 
unexpected fortune; how they dissi- 
pate it, and then by a windfall find 
themselves twice more on the as- 
cension and descension. 

Alma Travers is a Florencemills- 
ish songstress who belongs in big 
league company. For that matter, 
same goes for Lovejoy-Anderson 
and many of the other princips such 
as Mildred Washington, comedi- 
enne; J. Lawrence Criner, strong 
dramatic bulwark for straight line- 
reading; the nifty s. and d. team, 
Broomfield and Greeley; Eddie 
Thompson as the slicker; Cliff 
Ritchie, Jr., with nice vocal delivery 
as juvenile, et al. 

Show’s score by the Rene Broth- 
ers, of whom Leon Rene is also the 
pit maestro, is tuneful and sounds 
productive of several hit possibili- 
ties. The Rene brother-composers 
are colored; all other authors and 
artificers with the exception of Ear] 
Dancer are Caucasian. For the 
premiere, Georgie Stoll, local maes- 
tro, who opened at the Paramount, 
L. A., this week, conducted. He or- 
chestrated the score. 

Show is much too long and can 
stand chopping. While pleasingly 
fast already, once some of that ex- 
traneous vocalizing is axed, such as 
the ‘Cootie Catchers’ and ‘Come 
Seven,’ along with the usual over- 
plussage that’s to be expected in a 
colored show of snakehips and 
wicked torso-tossing, it’ll shape in 
swell style. There's still enough 
‘shake that thing’ left to satiate the 
cooch disciples. 

Production is economical, chiefly 
drapes and set pieces. Costuming, 
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quite a few nice changes withou 
straining the budget. 


maintained. 


won in a lottery. 


the ‘Wonder Horse with the Wistfu 
Personality,’ 


into the money. 


own premiere in gala trappings 


behind him. 


Religion’ choral flash. 


are trying to raise the coin. Intro- 
duces the usual cooch 
production sidelights showing a col- 
ored Lesbo on the make; a pair, 
after a heated preliminary terpsi- 
chorean workout, retiring 
emerge partially dressed when the 
gal’s irate father bursts in, ete. The 
pickin’-’em-up-and-le@yin’-’em-down 
stuff, along with the mean crawlin’ 
and creepin’ hoofing, may have to be 
toned down. 

Following a jailbreak experience, 
finale is a Harlem nite club flash. 

Song possibilities are the opening 
‘Sunshine,’ ‘Never Had a Dream,’ 
‘When the Jiggs Do the Juba’ and 
‘Singing Sweet Melodies.’ Alma 
Travers’ own two specialties, ‘Love 
Coming Your Way’ and ‘If You'll 
Just Come Back to Me,’ were show- 
stoppers. 
Show can operate oke in L. A. 
with that large cast, probably be- 
cause of the nearby Central avenue 
domiciles of most of the cast. En 
tour it will be a problem, Abel. 


Elizabeth the Queen 


(With Elizabeth Risdon) 
Chicago, Dec. 28. 


Following so closely the Guild 
production of ‘Elizabeth,’ with Lunt 
and Fontanne, this road company 
presented by Acme Productions, 
must necess*rily suffer in Chicago 
by comparison. Even omitting the 
comparison this production fails in 
giving the Maxwell Anderson inter- 
pretation an even break. 

At the Studebaker at $2.50 top 
the producers took no chances and 
at the outset sent the show into the 
cut rates. Acme title is local money 
with Harry Minturn, who directed 
this copy, at the head of it. Why 
Minturn, a veteran actor with many 
salient points in his favor, didn’t ac- 
tively particpate in the cast, is 
something he alone can answer. 
Entrusting the very important part 
of Essex to George Blackwood was 
a costly mistake. Not alone does 
Blackwood miss on his own, but he 
detracts much from an otherwise 
excellent performance by Miss Ris- 
don in the name part. 

For the sticks, and where they 
haven't seen Lunt and Fontanne, 
this production might get by, but 
not in Chicago. With all the good 
work Miss Risdon does it = still 
doesn’t save the show, which is pat- 
terned similarly enough to the Guild 
production to make the comparison 
stand out. 

Only comparable feature is in the 
staging. Settings are practically the 
Same, as are the exits and en- 
trances, but there it ends. In per- 
formance this cast, with but few ex- 
ceptions, doesn’t approach any fur- 
ther than an average little theatre 
group in a small town. Moreover 
‘Elizabeth’ is not actor-proof. It has 
to be played. From all of the pretty 
large cast and outside of Miss Ris- 
don, the performance of Brandon 
Evans’ Sir Robert Cecil is the only 
thing worth mentioning. 

It appeared as though the job was 
too big for the remaining principals. 
who faltered and floundered badly. 
Doesn't seem likely that this outfit 
stands a chance of sticking around 
much after the holidays. Span. 


SMILING THROUGH 


Philadelphia, Jan. 4. 

Vincent Youmans’ production of a 
musical version ‘Smiling Through,’ 
now playing at the Garrick, was far 
from ready at its opening a week 
ago. General consensus fo first 
nighters, and second string critics 
who covered the show, was that it 
would need herculean efforts to 
whip it into shape. 

As caught Saturday nisht (2), 
‘Smiling Threugh,’ while still a long 
way from being a candidate for 
Broadway honors, nevertheless gave 
evidence that after this week here 
and another fortnight on the road 
it may turn into a good prospect. 

Main problem of those working on 
it has been and is whether to keep 
the romantic story, with its frequent 
moments of pathos and tragedy in- 
tact, or enliven and brighten it with 
more musical comedy conventions. 











while not lavish, is nice and affords 


‘Good Morning Sunshine’ from the 
barrier is a nifty starter setting a 
fast pace which was ‘consistently 


being so bony and 
emaciated, and it brings the boys 


Thus things are transplanted to a 
premiere at the Parfay Circle, where 
Ludwig, the Wonder Horse, has also 
learned not to neigh into a micro- 
phone, and where he appears for his 


with his personal rhinestoned cart 
and private street-cleaner rolling up 


First act finale is an effective ‘Got 
Second half 
holds a torrid ‘Rent Party’ scene in 
Harlem where the now broke boys 


stuff with 


only to 


They realize that they 
t evs two indiseriminately. 
pparently, they've decide 
keep the tone and spirit of the orto 
inal story. Allan Langdon Martin's 
romance of two generations, and of 


cannot mig 


Brian Hooker doing the adaptat; 
To be sure, the character of Trt 
Harding, as played by Charlie Win. 
ninger, is about 75% more comedy 
than the original, and also Ada May 
has jazzed up the part of little 
Arabella, but these lighter momentg 
are still very much in the minority. 
The love story of Kathleen and 
Kenneth Wayne, as well as the 59. 
1 year-old romance of Moonyeen and 
John Carteret are still predominant, 
What is going to happen is that 
many devotees of tune shows will 
find ‘Smiling Through’ lugubrioug 
and heavy while, on the other hana, 
sentimentally minded playgoers (if 
any) will like it. Judging by the 
sniffling and the display of hand. 
kerchiefs Saturday night, this ourht 
to be a corking matinee show and 
liked by women everywhere. 
Youmans has contributed a fine 
musicianly score that, right now, 
lacks the zest and vigor generally 
associated with his melodies. How- 
ever, it’s definitely stated that he is 
adding five songs, several of a 
lighter character, this weck and in- 
asmuch as he has always been 
noted for putting his hit numbers 
in at the last minute, this present 
fault may be entirely rectified, 
Right now ‘Drums in My Heart’ 
(not as well staged as it could be 
and coming rather late in the show) 
is easily outstanding with ‘Smiling 
Through.’ ‘Kinda Like You’ (light), 
and ‘Kathleen Mine,’ are outstand- 
ing. The orchestrations are excep- 
tionally noteworthy. 
Winninger is the hardest worker 
and brightest figure in the cast. He 
has never been funnier and he is 
also authoritative in the dramatic 
moments. Needless to say he in- 
vests the role with all the syme« 
pathy for which he is known. Ada 
May is lively and looks better and 
dances with more spirit than she 
has in several seasons. Norma Ter- 
ris, on the other hand, has not 
worked into her role yet. Her sense 
of comedy is her biggest asset and 
she gives promise of being able to 
sing her difficult ballad numbers in 
capital style as soon as she shakes 
off her Hollywood mood. She is not 
helped by her make-up as Moon- 
yeen and her dancing is not as easy 
as it used to be. 
Tom Powers from the Guild, 
gives a dignified and moving per- 
formance as John: Carteret, while 
Nick Long, Jr., adds one or two in- 
tricate dance specialties. Michael 
Bartlett is artificial and unreal in 
this eary scenes but excellent at the 
end. 
The principal scenes, the Car- 
teret Garden, is okay, but a couple 
of other settings are much below 
par. Some of the costumes, too, are 
out of period and unattractive. 
It will take all of three weeks 
and plenty of patient care to get 
this one into shape, but the chances 
are it can be done. Waters. 


EASY FOR ZEE ZEE 


Hollywood, Jan. 2. 


The N. Y. east side burlesk tech- 
nique has hit Hollywood, only the 
burlesk brethren couldn't get away 
on 42d street, New York, with what 
this smutty abortion achieves at the 
Hollywood Music Box, a legit stand 
on Hollywood boulevard which only 
a few months back housed Shaw’s 
‘Apple Cart.’ 

Heralding ‘risk $1 to see the most 
risque show,’ ‘Easy for Zee Zee’ 
doesn’t need the caution which the 
‘Lysistrata’ p.a. inserts in his advs., 
i. e., ‘don’t bring the kiddies.’ This 
‘un makes it plain further that 
minors under 18 won't be admitted. 
Which gives an idea. 

Many walkouts the opening night 
were not so much because of the 
dirt as for the general stupidity of 
the proceedings, with the double 
entendre and the psuedo-French 
daring so inane it became a waste 
of time long before the second act 
expired. 

This is the opus which Sid Gold- 
tree ran 61 weeks at his Green St. 
theatre in Frisco, and which Rich- 
ard Wilbur is presenting here by 
arrangement. The alleged ‘sophis- 
ticated French farce in three acts’ 
places a new interpretation on the 
term, and Pierre Dijon, probably a 
phony monicker, pleads guilty for 
authorship. 

An inept cast struggles with it. 
and if that’s the allegedly original 
S. F. cast after 61 weeks of school- 
ing, it’s pitiable to imagine what 
must have been, their histrionic 
standards in the early weeks of 
their run. But still, considering the 
material, and also even considering 
the w. k. depresh, perhaps that 
standard of trouping is no more 
than to be expected. 

Box-office stag line is the imme- 
diately outward tip-off on the b. 0. 
appeal. At $1 and $1.50, since that’s 
all Wilbur is presumably after, he 


, 





should do all right, providing the 
local gendarmerie isn't too much 
aroused by the not unanticipated 


alarums from the provincials who 
are getting a double-barreled dose 
from this and ‘Lysistrata,’ openings 
but one night apart. 

Wilbur, who produced tabs on the 
coast, probably staged the local pro- 


(Continued on page 56) 








a hate that has passed from one to 

Story plot takes a nifty poke at} the Other, is virtually intact with 
Hollywood when the comedians find 
themselves. burdened with Ludwig, 
a spavined horse, which a race track 
slicker unloads on them in exchange 
for a mess of dough one of them 
From their gloom 
and futile efforts to make the an- 
cient mare win a race, the colored 
chauffeur to a cinematic mogul dis- 
covers Ludwig as a possibility for 
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London Show World 








London, Dec. 24, 
Kit Cat, now under the Jeffery 
Bernerd control for Gaumont Brit- 
ish, is a success at popular prices. 
At midnight a cabaret is put on, 
most of the acts playing G. B. film 
theatres in the West End doubling 
over to the restaurant. 


1f—- 

James Douglas, champion column 
filler in English journalism, has 
been discussing what he would do 
if he were a British film producer. 

Douglas seems to think the 
American picture technique is an- 
tiquated and stale, and all that. 
The British, on the other hand, is 
fresh, vivid, brilliant and all this. 

The scribe reckons he would at- 
tack the Hollywood monopoly, 
among other things. 

Balcon Ill 

Michael Balcon, head of Gains- 
borough Pictures and the man 
slated to handle the joint Gaumont 
British productions this season, 
around 50 features, is ill with a 
nervous breakdown due to over- 
work. 








Rowson’s Party 
Simon Rowson, head of Ideal, one 
of the companies in the G. B. group, 
flung his yearly Mickey Mouse 


party at the Capitol last Sunday 
(20). 
When he _ started this yearly 


spread for the kids four years ago 
he invited the film critics and fam- 
ilies. This year 500 people turned 
up and nearly overflowed the Kit 
Cat balcony. 

Rowson’s firm has made a for- 
tune through the release of the 
Disney shorts. 





Buchanan’s Plan 


Jack Buchanan has finished his 
film for Paramount, most of it 
made at nights, and the whole 


thing shot in three weeks. 

Buchanan worked regularly up 
till 4 or 5 o’clock in the morning. 
He said he preferred to start late 
and finish in the early hours rather 
than start early. 


A London Bug 

The dailies here stated the li- 
braries have made a buy for 
£20,000 after the premiere of the 
new Gracie Fields revue at the 
Winter Garden. Instead the buy 
really was for half that sum, Cov- 
ering 12 weeks. 

One of the ticket men said they 
Were reasonably sure of covering 
themselves in six weeks and were 
Sure to get out no matter what 
happened afterward. 


One Happy Family 

Warner Brothers and First Na- 
tional, esconced in the new War- 
ner House building in Wardour 
street, boast about the finest film 
pile in London and _ incidentally 
most contented staff. 

Max Milder, head of the outfit, is 
mainly responsible for the interior 
designing of the office, and the 
place is the acme of comfort. 


Barbette, Reported Dead, 
Now Booked in Paris? 


Paris, Jan. 4. 

Barbette (American) female im- 
personator, is booked at the Em- 
pire in February. Agent Arnaud 
claims the actor is coming here 
from Buenos Aires. 

Death of Barbette was recently 
front-paged here, evidently errone- 
ously. Story had it that Barbette 
had fallen from a trapeze and died 
immediately. He is well known io- 
cally and a circus and vaude head- 
liner, 


Circus Medrano’s Accident 


Paris, Jan. 4. 

Eleven persons were injured and 
a panic started at the Cirque Med- 
rano Sunday (3) during the matinee 
performance, when the glass from 
One of the large chandeliers sud- 
denly broke, crashing into the bal- 
cony. 

Cirque Medrano is one of the in- 
door circuses here giving two per- 
formances daily all. the “:me. 


London’s ‘Cat-Fiddle’ 


Loncon, Jan, 4. 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Broadway 
musical, produced by Max Gordon, 
will be produced by the manage- 
ment of the Palace theatre here in 
February, Delvsia and George 
Grossmith are probabilities for the 


cast, with a prima donna now be- 
ing hunted. 
William Mollison will stage the 


piece, He recently returned here 
after a couple seasons’ interlude 
Staging for the Shuberts in New 


York, 


KEEPING AMERICANS OUT 


Another Team Forced Out of Lon- 
don—Musician Trouble 








Paris, Jan. 4. 
Still another American team, 
Ross and Sargent, have been barred 
out of England. formerly 
appearing in the ‘Co-optimists’ re- 
vue in London, were refused a re- 
newal of their permits and told to 
cancel English bookings, then 
ported, 
Team is now appearing in a Paris 
nite club for a while. 
Barring of the team from per- 
forming in London is still another 
in the chain of acts turned down 
there during past few weeks be- 
cause of an attempt by Britain to 
protect native talent by barring 
foreigners. 
Locally the foreign talent trouble 
also continues, although pretty 
much entirely caused by unem- 
ployed musicians. Latest is a mob 
of the musikers descending on a 
Montparnasse night club and 
threatening to ransack the place if 
the foreign band playing there is 
not fired. 


PALLADIUM IN BAD 
WAY FOR BOOKINGS 


Jan, 4. 


Haphazard and last minute book- 
ing of headliners into the Palladium 
continues here. 

Alfred Piccaver, currently head- 
ing the bill, is the newest case. He 
was until recently the leading tenor 
in the Vienna State Opera and for- 
merly with the Chicago and Metro- 
politan Opera companies. Book- 
ing was made Wednesday (30), 
after some frantic phoning to Vi- 
enna and beaucoup salary dicker- 
ing. 

Understanding is Piccaver is get- 
ting $1,120 for the week with the 
management paying his income tax 
and agent’s commission. 

Piccaver opened nicely at the first 
show today (Monday), but seems 
problematical as a vaude attraction 
for two weeks. That’s in spite of a 
big newspaper splurge. 

First show played to about 80% 
of capacity business. 


™’ J 
Couple, 


de- 





London, 


Gov’t Helps Czechoslav 
Native Film Effort 


Prague, Dec. 24. 


The effort to encourage the 
Czechoslovak film industry is 
shown by the fact that the pre- 
miere of the new film ‘The Third 
Company’ of the A. B. concern 
(Regisseur Innemann) was made a 
state event, President Masaryk, 
head of the republic; Dr. Benes, 
foreign minister, and other state of- 
ficials being present at the first per- 
formance at the Fenix cinema. 

Based on the military novel of 
Joseph Kopta, ‘The Third Company’ 
tells the history of the heroic 
movement of the Czechoslovak le- 
gions during the World War 
through Siberia to Vladivostok. A 
feature of the new film is the sing- 
ing of Russian songs by the famous 
Don Cossak chorus, 

The A. B. Atelier in 
duced 18 sound films. 


1931 pro- 





Tests Cloud Pictures 


Berlin, Dee. 24. 

A Berlin engineer’s invention will 
shortly be shown publicly. It is the 
projection of pictures, letter, etc., 
on clouds, mountains or buildings. 
At a distance of 8 kilometers and 
more pictures, still or moving, can 
be shown. 

Dr. Mannheimer, the _ inventor, 
uses an arc light of 400 amperes and 
pure mirror optic in projection. The 
pictures projected on clouds are 
sharp. The apparatus is 1.20 meter 


long. One apparatus of the same 
kind is now being tested in Amer- 
ica, ' 

This new invention is mainly of 


advertising. 


importance for 


Weather 


Paris, Jan. 4. 
New Year's found Paris rainy and 
damp with biz off all around as 


Cynical Play Scores 


Milan, Dec. 24. 
A new Italian play by S. Lopez 
and E. Possenti, entitled ‘Fuori- 
moda’ (‘Out of Fashion’) has scored 
one of the hits of the season. 
The plot: Gervasio Sironi, a 
farmer who has grown rich by hon- 


est toil, has falien ill and has had 
to entrust the business to his stew- 
ard, Carlo Bergalli, whose father 
was formerly the owner of the 
Sironi had obtained every- 
honestly, whereas the Ber- 
had been dissipated spend- 


lands. 

thing 

gallis 

thrifts. 
On his recovery, he discovers that 
his daughter, Marta, has become se- 
cretly engaged to his steward and 
this angers him greatly, but finally 
he consents to the marriage. Lui- 
setti, the son of a friend and 
former benefactor, now a dissolute 
gambler, taunts Sironi and says that 
his daughter has had a secret lover. 
The old man confronts his daugh- 
ter as she is about to set off for 
church, taxes her and her guilty 


looks confirm his suspicions. Half 
beside himself with shame, he 
seeks out the prospective bride- 
groom and tells him all. But, to 
his amazement, the young man 
calmly tells him that the news is 


common property, but that he is 
equally willing to marry her, never- 
theless. 

The reason why flashes through 
the old man’s mind; it is because 
of his money, plain, cynical busi- 
ness. Then the daughter, quite un- 
abashed, says they must hurry or 
they will be late, and the father, 
who till then had appeared stunned, 
suddenly gives way to an outburst 
of bitter, mocking, sardonic laugh- 
ter, winding up with ‘Love is out 
of fashion.’ 


Music Protection Forfeit 
To Strauss and Milloecker 


London, Jan, 4. 
Strauss and Milloecker 
lost their copyright protection Fri- 
day (1) with their music now being 
free property. Both tried desper- 
ately to secure extensions but 
failed. 

Loss is a little hard for them to 
take since it’s anticipated a general 
extension of copyright protection 
will go into effect in Austria soon, 
changing the period from 30 to 50 
years. 


Cochran Handling Concerts 


London, Jan. 4, 

Death of Lionel Powell last week 
makes it probable that C. B, Coch- 
ran will move into the concert field 
heavier than previously and will 
succeed Powell as England’s top 
concert impresario. Powell held 
that position for years. 

Cochran will get the break on the 
concert thing because he is man- 
ager of Albert Hall, 


5 London Shows Out 


London, Jan, 4. 
plays closed Saturday (2). 
Included was ‘Barretts of Wimpole 


Street’ after a long run at the 
Queens, 

Others were: ‘Britannia of Bill- 
ingsgate’ after 5 weeks at the Duke 
of York’s; ‘Fear, four weeks at the 
Little, and ‘Max and Mr. Max’ after 
two weeks at the Vaudeville. 

‘Grand Hotel’ folds at the Adelphi 
Saturday (9). C. B. Cochran’s pro- 
duction of the Offenbach piece, 
‘Helen,’ follows in opening Jan. 28. 
‘Grand Hotel’ here was only mild, 
never getting into the big money 
class. 
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Four 


10 Years Enough 


London, Jan. 4. 

Winifred Shotter, for 10 years 

leading lady with Tom Wallis and 

Ralph Lynn in the Aldwych farces, 
has resigned. 

Constance Carpenter will handle 


the lead in the next Aldwych show. 
Blumenthal’s Op 
Paris, Jan. 4. 
Dick Blumenthal got into a hos- 





compared to Christmas week. 
In the provinces  b.o. 


rrosses 





jumped, in the normal fashion. } 


pital for a throat abscess operation. 
Doing okay now. 





Players Go Co-op: 


German Legit Theatre Near Collapse; 


Bankers in Charge 





Berlin, Dec. 24. 
With the economic crisis, the situ- 
ation of the German theatres has 
become worse. Reports from the 
provinces tell of more theatres clos- 
ing down, other, of 
state and municipal subsidies being 
withdrawn the authorities run 
out of funds. Uniting several stages 
and forming an ensemble of actors 
playing a half week in one city and 
the rest in another is being tried. 
Instances are in Elberfeld-Barmen, 
Duesseldorf, Bremen, etc. 
Salaries paid in the provinces have 


es 4h. a 
One ate: trie 


as 


Co'ogne, 


reached a standard below pre-war 
scale, 
Berlin Bad, Too 
Situation is not much better in 


Berlin. The state is more and more 
withdrawing its subsidies here also. 
The state Schiller-Theater is to be 


‘BOW BELLS’ DELAYED 
AT COST OF $27,000 


London, Jan. 4. 
postponement of 

Hippo- 
is called 





Last-minute 
John Murray Anderson’s 
drome revue, ‘Bow Bells,’ 


the year. Musical rehearsed all 
night Christmas and was to open 
Boxing Day (26), but just couldn’t 
make it, with Anderson announcing 
from the stage that the thing would 
have to be called off a while. 

Postponement is partly due to the 
management’s determination to get 
Christmas money if humanly pos- 
sible and partly to difficulties of the 
multiple mechanical stage equip- 
ment. 

Newspapers and telegraph offices 
were closed for the holidays, which 
made the thing that much worse, 
with the announcement of the post- 
ponement being rushed out over the 
radio waves, probably for the first 
time. 

Piece is now due to open tonight 


(4). 


the new opening day. In latter case 
management gave the customers 
complimentaries to the Dominion 
for ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) as a reward. 
Both houses are under Moss Em- 
pires management. 

Postponement and other delays 
are figured to have cost Moss Em- 
pires about $27,000, but claimed that 
R. H. Gillespie is doing no squawk- 
ing. 


Rival Mex. Operas Fair, 
Legits in Bargain War 


Mexico City, Dec, 29. 

Native organization is presenting 
grand opera at Teatro Arbeu. Fair 
support at 24 pesos (about $11.50) 
orchestra for eight performances. 
This gives Mexico City two native 
units presenting g. o. The other is 
warming the National Theatre and 
is doing so-so at 2.50 peso (about 
$1.15) top Sundays. 

Rival legit houses, Fabregas and 

Ideal, are offering identical shows 
at cut rate price of half a peso (22 
cents) orchestra top twice weekly. 
Combo Mexican and Spanish vaude 
‘s being presented nightly at flat 
admission rate of half a peso by a 
Spanish unit holding forth in a hall 
on one of the main pikes. 
Actors playing other theatres are 
complaining bitterly against this 
competish, but to no avail, Seems 
that half a peso is about all most 
of the local public feels inclined 
to pay for stage entertainment these 
days. 


Stoll and ‘Hoffman’ 


London, Jan. 4. 

Sir Oswald Stoll goes to Berlin 
this week to make final decision on 
his proposed acquisition of Rein- 
hardt’s newest Offenbach pro- 
duction ‘Hoffman’s Erzahlungen’ 
(‘Tales of Hoffman’). Piece is the 
biggest current Berlin hit, housed 
at the Grosses Schauspielhaus. 

If Stoll takes the play it’s likely 
change his intention of staging 
‘Casanova’ at the local Coliseum. 
Curious feature is that ‘Casanova’ 
is a very big and costly production 
but the Hoffman piece is even more 
massive and _ will least 
$135,000 to put on. 





to 


cost at 





the biggest theatrical sensation of} 


Management offered customers. 
either a money refund or seats for 


closed down, but it is planned to 
keep it going in private hands, as it 
has a good following among the 
middle classes, 

Besides the _ state 
Reinhardt Rotter 


the 
there 
is no other secure theatre. The the- 
atre director Viktor Barnowsky 
owes salaries to his He is 
kept on by his creditors and the 
banks, because they have no other 
manager fur the theatre at present 
and because they don't know 
whether a new man would help. 
After the breakdown of the the- 
atre concern of Meinhardt & Ber- 
nauer these theatres are under ree 
ceiversh\ip. The Theater am Nollen- 
dorf Platz, for instance, ‘s directed 
by Professor Max Saltenburg, to- 
gether with a trustee of a big Ger- 
man mortgage bank, Oskar Stein- 
berg, in order to at least try to get 
in costs and mortgage interest, 
This so far has been obtained, 
Rudolph Bernauer has changed 
over to pictures. His trial with the 
Sascha film company seems to 
promise results. Kar] Meinhardt 
again appears on the stage and re- 
minds the Berliners that he once 
was an actor before becoming an 
important stage director and thea- 
tre owner. 

Big Cinemas Draw 

Berlin last spring had 43 legit 
theatres with 44,800 seats. The pub- 
lic is turning to larger film theatres, 
which have a seating capacity of 
193,470. Part of the people visit the 
17 Berlin concert halls, with 17,000 
seats; others the 17 cabarets and 
nite clubs, with a seating capacity 
of 12,500. The largest part of the 
public goes to the small film thea- 
tres to see low price pictures, 

The theatres are hit hardest of all. 
Large public organizations, such as 
Reibaro, under the management Us 
the excellent organizer, Moriz Led- 
erer (who was of great help to Max 
Reinhardt and helped him to get 
over critical times), and also the 
Funkstunde, managed by Henschke 
(having a special agreement with 
Rotter brothers for cheap tickets for 
their member), have helped enable 
the large public with small means to 
visit theatres, 

Many Co-ops, 

Outside of the State theatres, 
Max Reinhardt, Rotter’ brothers, 
Volksbuehne and Heinz Saltenburg, 
the actors play on ‘sharing the ben- 
efit.’ 

So-called ‘collectives’ halve been 
organized and certain changes have 
been the consequence. Mushroom 
stars that came up by chance only 
to disappear, and also actors that a 
while ago would not work for less 
than at least $75 an evening, are 
satisfied today with what they get 
out of commonwealth shows, It has 
shown that the spirit of the ensem- 
ble has been reinforced. Actors that ’ 
formerly were just thrown together 
without any selection now get in 
closer persona] touch. Where for- 
merly the stage director was the 
absolute governor and master of the 
actors, he is now selected and 
signed by the actors, 

On account of the latest emergen- 
cy decree the theatres face a new 
situation. Berlin theatre managers 
are opposed to a new reduction of 
prices, though this decree provides 
for a notice of all existing house 
contracts and leases, and also for a 
reduction of mortgage interests and 
cancellation of leases held by inter- 
mediary persons, for next spring. 
The result will most probably be a 
general notice for all contracts of 
the above kind and the consequence 
the voiding of the leases raised in 
price out of proportion by intermee- 
diary lease holders. This ought to 
bring about a better condition. Ime 
portant economists here say that 
spring will bring a slight but sure 
improvement. | 


theatres, 


and stages, 


actors, 


Sticks Invade Paris 


Paris, Dec. 24, 

A new departure, instead of this 
metropolis sending companies into 
the provinces, is the taking over of 
the mincr Paris legit stand, Bobino, 
by Jean Walmy, a producer from 
provincial Bordeaux, to do in Paris 
with his provincial company a revue 
which he has himself authored, 

Paris audiences are giving a good 
reception to the show, which is 
‘strictly local, 
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Concerts 
By Sallie 





Dancer’s Costumes 


La Argentina back for her fourth 
Beason of dance recitals. 

Her costumes this season are rav- 
ishing, mainly of the bouffant type, 
colorful and many in heavy taffetas 
of grey with contrasting shades in 
shawls and scarfs, head-dress and 
footgear., 

She is doing some new numbers. 





Nanette Guilford Missing 


Outstander at che Metropolitan 
last week was ‘La Africana’ with 
Mme. Rosa Ponselle, Gigli, Pinza 
and Nanette Guilford. Ponselle’s 
Indian princess looked ravishing in 
@ regal costume of red satin, richly 
embroidered in gold, with brassiere 
and headdress of jewels. 

Miss Guilford in her Spanish out- 
fit of rose brocade and lace man- 
tilla was an eyeful. She has a 
beautiful voice which shows bad 
training. If Miss Guilford would 
keep within the bounds of her vocal 
capacity and cover her tones, sing- 
ing more mezzo voce, she could be 
classed as an excellent artist. 





Jolly Critics 


The Critics Frolic at the Bar- 
bizon Plaza was a jolly affair. 
Leonard Liebling as m.c, did his 
share of kidding as well as piano 
playing, with Bill Chase of the 
‘Times’ turning the pages. 

Miss Kemp, ex-newspaper critic, 
impersonated in song a middle- 
aged woman of the concert stage 
who still believes she can sing— 
anc. is this Kemp woman a scream! 

Grena Bennett’s burlesque on 
Wigman’s ‘Fight in the Night’ was 
in Bennett’s language a ‘fright in 
the night.’ 

The sudden brief illness of Dr. 
Cole in the audience dampened the 
spirit of the occasion. 





Double Bill for Getaway 


” The old year vanished at the Met. 
with the singing of a double bill. 
Montenezzi’s “La Notte di Zaraima’ 
had Ponselle, Jajel, Bassiola, D’An- 
gelo, Gabor, Pattrinieri and Tedes- 
co, also Santa Biondo, the young 
soprano whose mysterious disap- 
pearance alarmed her friends. Miss 
Biodno reappeared as Banuela, the 
role she created. Her voice is love- 
ly, she sings with intelligence and 
has an attractive stage presence. 

‘Pagliacci,’ with Martinelli, was 
the other half. 





Lily Pons will return to the Met 
for the second half of the season. 
Her initial performance will be in 
the lead of ‘Lucia di Lammermoor,’ 
which won for her much fame. 





Von Suppe’s ‘Donna Juaniti’ had 
its dress rehearsal behind closed 
doors. Jeritza will sing the title 


ce for the first performance at the 
et. 


RUSH BENNETT’S ‘CYRANO’ 


Los Angeles, Jan, 4. 

Belasco-Curran is rushing pro- 
fuction of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac, 
Richard Bennett starred, to open at 
the Curran, San Francisco, Jan. 25 

Hope is to clean up the territory 
with the piece before Walter Hamp- 
den's ‘Cyrano’ troupe reaches here 
in March. 


) ———— 














Don’t Pay the Price 
of Delay! 


Start the New Year 
Right 

Provide an Annuity now to take 

care of you later. 


No physical examination neces- 
sary. 


Insurance companies have 


hese depressing times. 


Why not put your money in the 
largest financial institution in 
the world—the company | rep- 
resent— 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
‘Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 








Stock’s Tough Start 


Columbus, Jan, 4. 

Columbus stock just couldn't get 
under way last week as the newly 
organized co-op crowd put on the 
first bill. Less than 100 at several 
performances, 

Suzanne Caulbaye as guest star 
for this week with hopes that she 
will prove a life-saver. Show is 
‘Naughty Cinderella’, 

Edith King, since the company’s 
incorporation just before Christmas, 
has been submerged in minor rolls. 


Future Plays 


Casting has been completed for 
‘Blessed Event,’ newspaper play by 
Manny Seff and Forrest Wilson. 
Production is b: Sidney Phillips 
and Harlan Thompson. 

Roger Pryor heads the cast, with 
others including Charles D. Brown, 
Egon Brecher, Jean Adair, Helen 
Deddens and Allen Jenkins. 











‘Jazz City,’ revue, goes into re- 
hearsal next week. Casting now 
going on. Production will be by 
Carl Hemmer and Arch Selwyn. 


Music is by Henry Souvaine and 
Vernon Duke, lyrics by John Mer- 
cer and E. Y. Harburg. 


Musical has been kicking around 
in one form or another a long time 
having been announced last year as 
‘The Panic Is On’ to be produced 
by Fred Fisher. 

Another show adapted for Broad- 
way by u New York first string dra- 
matic critic is in preparation, being 
Jed Harris production of the Eng- 
lish authored ‘Alibi’. John Ander- 
son, of the N. Y. ‘Evening Journal,’ 
is the adapting reviewer. 


Show, which will have a title 
change, is the first remembered that 
Harris won’t stage, leaving that to 
Charles Laughton, British actor, 
who'll star on Broadway in the play 
as he did in London. Name change 
necessary because of the film ‘Alibi’ 
of recent vintage. 


Harris doing two shows at once, 
the other being the reform school 
play ‘Little Old Boy’ by Albert Bein, 
which Fein and Ed Chodorov are 
revamping now, with Harris, due 
in from Havana Wednesday (30) to 
stage. Casting on ‘Alibi’ about set 
and on ‘Boy’ to start either this or 
next week. 

‘Wise Girl,” by Betty Laidlaw. 
Casting for Albert Bannister. Play 
concerns cheap lawyers and the di- 
vorce racket. 


Morris Green is at work on his 
multi-scene musical ‘Cafe Royal’ 
and expects to get going on it toward 
the end of next month. Music is by 
Robert Simon and story is based 
partly on the life of Al Jolson. 


Smith and Dale are said to be 
east for the piece, meaning that 
work on it can’t be started until 
they return from the Coast, where 
they are at work on a picture for 
Warner Brothers. 

Frank McCoy, formerly of the 
John Golden office, is turning pro- 
ducer on his own with a play titled 
‘The Perfect Mrs. Palmer.’ 

Authored by Courtenay Savage, 
with casting to start immediately. 

Charles Hopkins’ next gets going 
within a fortnight, with cast now 
being assembled. It’s a new A. A. 
Milne play titled ‘They Don't Mean 
Any Harm.’ 


Coast’s Road Shows 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

After a year of blackouts on the 
booking schedules, the Biltmore 
theatre has seven roadshows al- 
ready dated for the first six months 
of 1932. 

William Gillette’s ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ comes in Jan 27 for 10 
days; ‘Crazy Quilt’ unfolds Feb, 8 
to stay to Feb. 20, and ‘House 
Beautiful’ starts Feb. 22 for two 
weeks. 

Walter Hampden’s ‘Cyrano’ com- 
pany begins a two weeks date 
March 7, competing with or killing 
a proposed production by Belasco 
& Curran of the same piece with 
Richard Bennett. 

Maude Adams and Otis Skinner in 
‘Merchant of Venice’ start April 4 
and Katharine Corneil in ‘Bar- 
rett’s of Wimpole Street’ April 25. 

















‘Green Pastures’ comes in June 13. 





PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 53) 


Even Saturday night didn’t go any- 
where near cle-~ 

‘Good Companions,’ at the Forrest, 
drew rave notices, except for one 
paper, but that didn’t help biz the 
early part of the week. However, 
English show got around $17,500 in 
nine performances and stay here is 
limited to a fortnight. 

Arch Selwyn’s ‘Devil Passes,’ al- 
though notices were divided, drew 
big on the names of its stars. It 
opened at the Broad Christmas 
night, and last week was its only 
full week here. “Blossom Time,” On 
its sixth visit and with a moderate 
scale, did a fine holiday trade at the 
Shubert, but was not so forte be- 
tween Christmas and New Year's. 

Only new one this week is ‘House 
of Connelly,” at the Broad. This is 
Theatre Guild’s third subscription 
Play of season. Guild has moved 
from Garrick to Broad, apparently 
officially. Next Monday ‘Adam Had 
Two Sons’ (Garrick) and Fred 
Stone’s ‘Smiling Faces’ (Forrest) 
Jan. 18, ‘Wild Waves,’ at the Gar- 
rick, and on the 25th ‘Mrs. Moon- 
light’ at the Chestnut. Shubert’s 
subsequent bookings are very much 
a secret. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘House of Connelly’ (Broad, ist 
week). This week’s sole opening. 
‘Devil Passes’ strong with $22,500 
last week in nine performances. 

‘Smiling Through’ (Garrick, 2d 
week). Show wasn’t ready at open- 
ing and mixed notices hurt; how- 
ever, claims better than $26,000 in 
nine performances; okay but far 
from local smash. 

‘School for Scandal’ (Chestnut, 2d 


week). Ethel Barrymore revival 
given as_ Professional Players’ 
fourth subscription piece; $17,000 


without extra performance. 

‘Good Companions’ (Forrest, 2d 
week). Despite rave notices busi- 
ness way off until late in week; nice 
profit, however, at close to $17,500 in 
nine performances. 

‘Blossom Time’ (Shubert, 2d week). 
Big New Year's and Saturday, but 
early week not so strong, and oper- 
etta, on sixth visit here, leaves this 
Saturday (8). Nothing mentioned 
to follow. 


EASY FOR ZEE ZEE 


(Continued from page 54) 


duction and shows nothing credit- 
able, even allowing for the well- 
balanced inefficacy of the following 
east: Amy Johnson, Yvonne Rey, 
Harry Jordon, Michael Dupre, Edna 
Ellesmere, Howard Watson, Rupert 
Drumm, Ray Edmunds, Belle Fos- 
ter, Forrest Taylor, Alice Dunn, 
Virginia King, Ralph Gardner and 
George Spelvin (sic! ). 

Laid in Paris, the audience’s edi- 
fication is enlisted in the tribula- 
tions of a newly-wed who returns 
from his honeymoon with his ut- 
terly naive bride disclosing that 
owing to certain complications on 
their continental tour, the bride 
might, from her mother’s marital 
point of view, just as well still be 
unmarried. The irate mere, and 
also the pere, berate their already 
not particularly welcomed son-in- 
law for his masculine deficiency. 
He explains, 

The Music Box, for the stag ap- 
peal, has given way to femme ush- 
ers with a thoroughly burleyque at- 
mosphere generally prevalent even 
unto the buxom burlesk alumna who 
sings entr-acte semi-honky tonk 
ditties before the olio to piano ac- 
companiment, Male pianist was 
shouted down, and the singer with 
her innuendo lyrics in ‘I Want More,’ 
‘That Brand New Man of Mine’ and 
‘Beale St. Papa,’ found herself du- 
biously in demand from a sur- 
charged holiday attendance which 
was laughing as much at as with 
her. Abel. 


NATIONAL STOCK CO, 


(‘GOSSIP’) 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 

Al Kanter presents the National Stock 
Co. in a comedy drama in three acts by 
Bob Sherman at the Figueroa Playhouse 
to 75 cents top; directed by Morrie B. 
Streeter, with Virginia Boardman, Harry 
Brackett, Roy Kanter, Ruth Hill, Janee 
Olms, Beatrice Hoel, Bruce B. Boothe, 
Morrie B. Streeter and Jean Jostyn. 











First production under the new 
stock policy at the commercially 
dormant Figueroa Playhouse, which 
has been kept open recently by arty 
pieces. Rather a detrimental choice 
as to play, since ‘Gossip’ would have 
been better along about the third 
or fourth week when word had 
spread around and the players were 
more firmly entrenched. 

Script is a combination of speeches 
that might have been used as titles 
for a 1918 film and wisecracks 
culled from the current humor 
mags. A gag man must have been 
called in to snap up the stilted 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Considerable pencil-and-padding by those who have nothing else to do 
on how Arch Selwyn is going to break on his new play, ‘The Devij 
Passes’, 

Cast, alone, for the plece is one of the biggest ever assembled for a 
straight legit piece and will cost Selwyn around $8,000 weekly. 


Selwyn’s angle, though, as he explains it, is that he has his name 
theatre on his hands and wants to keep it lighted. He also figures the 
Benn Levy play ought to attract enough business to break even for 
some time. If that occurs, he has his house rented and off his mind, 

Indications also point to Selwyn becoming something of an indie 
backer. He has already announced stepping in on Henry Souvaine’g 
musical, ‘Jazz City’, while the Selwyn tie-up with Crosby Gaige prob- 
ably means he’s also in on Paul Streger’s ‘Jewel Robbery’, as is Gaige, 





Should a film sale of ‘Coastwise Annie’, folded Saturday (2) at the 
Belmont, go through, it would be the first case in which the cast would 
collect a share of film sale money. This is under Equity’s ruling wherein 
bond waiver shows must assign to the troupe 50% of the producer’g 
talker money share. 

‘Annie’ is the first waiver show to run the required three weeks to let 
the manager in. Other waivers have folded before the 24 needed per- 
formances, with both cast and producer in the cold. Edward Gardner, 
a newcomer, produced ‘Annie’, He wants another show now, but must 
ke a short cast and one-set affair. 





The Phillips-Thompson ‘Blessed Event’, comedy-melodrama due on 
Broadway next month, is supposed to have burned Walter Winchell when 
the latter gazed over the first script. Play concerns a newspaper col- 
umnist and the original version shot the character in the last act. That 
blowoff supposedly ruffled the gray thatched mane. 

No one will state whether the script has any particular columnist in 
mind, but Winchell evidently was taking no chances so made his squawk 
early. 





Play on banking that Congressman Wm. Sirovich and Gus Blum, 
teacher-producer are cowriting, is said to be the inside of the Bank of 
U. S. affair. 

Said to be the same show Al Woods and Morrie Green were at one 
time interested in. 

Congressman’s name has been mentioned in show biz, particularly 
legit, ere this. 





Directorial mixup on Bob Sparks’ colored show ‘Never No More’ now 
finds Chester Erskin in, in what’s declared to be an advisory directorial 
capacity. Sparks is the other stager, co-oping with Erskin. 

Erskin stepped in last week, when Howard Lindsay, whe had come in 
from Hollywood to direct, stepped out, said to be ill. 





George Ford has called off his proposed revival of the ten-year-old 
‘Dearest Enemy’. Started work on redoing the musical and then changed 
his mind. 

Producer says he figured the show a little too thin. Has nothing else 
in sight, 





Campbell Casad is p.a. for Youmans musical ‘Smilin’ Through’, He 
succeeds Dick Maney. 

Producer wants his line snipers exclusive, which Maney no could see 
After a week of ‘Smilin’’ building upping, Maney returned to his head- 
quarters at Pat McNutt’s office. McNutt didn’t mind the doubling. 





‘The Golden Cinderella’ has been turned back by William A. Brady to 
the author, David Arnold Balch, who refused to follow the producer’s 
suggestion to rewrite the second act. Grace George tried the play during 
the autumn. 

Brady figured it had possibilities, if changed. He placed the matter 
before the Dramatists Guild. Although it was indicated the manager's 
argument was favored by the arbitrators who considered the case, Brady 
decided not to do the play again. 





George S. Kaufman, co-author of the book ‘Of Thee I Sing’ with Morris 
Ryskind, is said to have had 50% of the Sam H. Harris show. Before 
it came to Broadway he sold a portion of his share to George and Ira 
Gershwin, the score writers. Kaufman had a piece of other attractions 
which he either collaborated in or staged or both. 





original. Basically the th of j * 9 ° 
sinider in 5 ‘email town g~ Bandwagon Will Hop , 
From Boston to Chi. 


chickens come honee to roost is 
surefire minor league stock fare. 

Max Gordons ‘Bandwagon’ will 
Angeles for this policy and the|jump to the Erlanger, Chicago, 








There should be a place in Los 
company does well enough to over- 
shadow the play’s deficiencies, giv- 
ing promise of doing better with 
more suitable material. Top is 75c, 
with lower floor split, back portion 
being 50c. 

Al Kanter is a veteran stock pro- 
ducer, coming here from St. Louis, 
and is willing to back his belief 
that this kind of show will go by 
trying it for four weeks. If it fails 
to catch on after a month’s trial 
he’ll fold and charge it off to ex- 
perience. 

Standout of the troup is the lead- 
ing man, Jean Jostyn, who has a 
chance to blossom into a local fav 
if pictures don’t grab him first. 
Janee Olms, looking like and play- 
ing a Clara Bow part, also has 
possibilities. Ruth Hill, leading 
woman; Virginia Boardman, char- 
acter woman, and Roy Kanter, sec- 
ond man, handle their lines capably. 
Bruce B. Boothe, old man comic, 
runs second to Jostyn in capabil- 
ities. 

The one set is sufficient and di- 
rection smooth. 








Feb. 1, for as long as it can stay 
there as its second road stand. This 
follows two weeks in Boston. Lat- 
ter date commences Jan. 18, the 
musical closing in New York two 
days previously. 

For the road the New York cast, 
excepting Tilly Losch, will remain 
intact. Principals are the Astaires, 
Frank Morgan and Helen Broder- 
ick. 





Engagements 


Ruth Burdick, ‘Angels Don’t Kiss.’ 

Betty Starbuck, Osgood Perkins, 
Edith Van Cleve, Sonia Karlov, 
Paul Porter, Geo. Graham, St. Clair 
Bayfield, Wm. Bonelly, Campbell 
Duncan, Frank Verigun, Le Roi 
Operti, ‘Wild Waves.’ 

Walter Kingsford, ‘Black Tower.’ 

Horace Cooper, Joseph Kleesa, 
‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

Peg Entwistle, ‘Son of Satan.’ 














Hotel Astor, New York 





~TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


1530 FORMOSA AVE., HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
Personal Representative: CHAS ALLEN 
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‘Mirror’ and Winchell Again 

* Again the feud on the New York 

—Paily Mirror’ between its execu- 

tivesand Walter Winchell appear to 


have broken out afresh. ‘The Mir- 
ror’ is to publish its first Sunday 
edition Jan. 10. There will be no 
Winchell department in it. 


Winchell’s contract with the daily, 
which has four years yet to go, 
provides that if ‘The Mirror’ adds 
on a Sunday edition, Winchell, if 
writing for it, shall be paid pro 
rata. Winchell’s salary on the 
paper is $1,000 weekly. A one- 
sixth pro would be around $170. 
‘The Mirror’ is reported having in- 
formed Winchell he should be nice 
to the sheet, but Winchell is still 
purning because he must pay his 
own stenographer at ‘The Mirror's’ 
office, pay all of his phone calls 
there and even for his daily papers, 
so Winchell put on the screws. It 
was pro rata or else. 


Whereupon A. J. Kobler, pub- 
lisher of ‘The Mirror’ did a bit of 
high finance. He engaged for $100 
a week Lee Mortimer, a young lad 
from the weekly ‘Amusements,’ a 
New York hotel throwaway, to do 
a Sunday gossip column for ‘The 
Mirror.’ It gives ‘The Mirror,’ an 
extra reporter as Mortimer is on the 
paper for his sole newspaper ser- 
vices. 

It’s reported the agreement given 
Mortimer reads he’s going to stick 
with ‘The Mirror’ for six months 
anyway, and maybe five years after 
that, the latter a one-sided option. 
If during this term including the 
five years the contract states, 
Mortimer should engage in any out- 
side work which might bring him 
a revenue, such as going stage- 
struck or yelling over the radio, 
he must divide his outside earn- 
ing 50-50 with publisher Kobler, or 
perhaps the 50% split is with ‘The 
Mirror’ instead, 


‘The Mirror” will print 600,000 for 
its first Sunday edition. 


Can't Spank ‘Husbands’ 

Because of the lack of a copy- 
right here for ‘Lady Chatterly’s 
Lover,’ due to the fact that the book 
is banned in this country as ob- 
scene, the widow of the author, D. 
H. Lawrence, can’t do a thing about 
that new book freely announced as 


a sequel and called ‘Lady Chatter- 
ly’s Husbands,’ 


‘Lady Chatterly’s Husbands’ anon- 
ymously authored, but understood 
to be Samuel Roth. Roth also 
known as William Faro, under 
which name the book is published. 

Another anonymously authored 
book gotten out under the Faro im- 
Print is ‘The Intimate Journal of 
Rudolph Valentino.’ 





Fawcett’s New Mags 


Capt. Billy Fawcett has two new 
ones. ‘Mechanical Package Maga- 
zine,” 25c monthly, is a completely 
new idea in that sort of periodical. 
It’s sold sealed and contains be- 
tween its sealed covers all the 
necessary parts to build some sort 


- of mechanical contrivance, such as 


a toy electric motor, telegraph key, 
water turbine, etc. Also a flock of 
adv. folders, booklets and business 
reply cards, which is a new form of 
selling in addition to the other ads. 

In addition to ‘Hooey’ which, in- 
cidentally hit the stands simultane- 
ously with ‘Ballyhoo’ on its Feb. 
issue, the latter racing its release 
date in order to match up with its 
competitor, Fawcett is getting out 
‘Boloney.’ Latter is a one-shotter. 


Altoona’s Art Ban 


Renewal of a ban pronounced 
several years ago on ‘Art’ magazines 
has been announced by Altoona, Pa., 
Police who have specifically men- 
tioned those publications, ‘Holly- 
wood Nights,’ ‘Broadway’ and ‘Brev- 
ities.’ The ban was first established 
under the regime of the preceding 
mayor but the rule had lapsed under 
the present city head. All maga- 
zines showing undraped feminine 
forms are included in the order but 
no mention has been made of the 
recently introduced humor papers. 


Blowing the Horn 


New sort of a book subject is that 
to be called ‘Horning Into Africa,’ 
Which the Graphic Press, a Los An- 
Seles book publishing house, will 
issue. Book will tell the entire story 
ef the filming of ‘Trader Horn’ 
(M-G), particularly the African 
adventure, and was written by W. 
8S. Van Dyke, the picture’s director. 

One sales angle is figured to be 
the Duncan Renaldo-Edwina Booth 
relationship during the African 
—— which figured as the basis for 
Mrs. Renaldo’s divorce suit. 








Hollywood’s Reading 


(Consensus of demand in 
December, 1931, with Pat Hunt, 
Satyr Book Store, Esme Warde 
and Stanley Rose.) 

FICTION 

Maid in Waiting,’ John Gals- 
worthy. 

‘Westward Passage,’ Marga- 
ret A. Barnes. 


‘American Beauty,’ Edna 
Ferber. 

‘Broome Stages,’ Clemence 
Dane. 


‘Shadows on the Rock,’ Willa 
Cather. 


‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 


GENERAL 
The Great Mouthpiece,’ Gene 
Fowler. 
‘Washington Merry-go-round’ 
anonymous. 
_ Bernard Shaw,’ Frank Har- 
ris. 


‘The Stag at Eve,’ collection. 

‘Old Mother Mexico,’ Harry 
Carr. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
Eugene O'Neill. 

(The conservative Christmas 
trade put only four new books 
on the list: ‘Broome Stages,’ 
‘Westward Passage,’ ‘Bernard 
Shaw,’ and ‘The Stag at Eve.’ 
Picture people who had been 
heavy buyers of books in past 
Christmases laid low this year. 











Paris Press Club 


Succeeding John Pallock of the 
London ‘Morning Post,’ Ralph Hein- 
zen, chief Paris correspondent of the 
U. P., has been elected president of 
the Anglo-American Press Associa- 
tion of Paris. Although formerly 
dominated by English members, it 
is now believed that American 
members will be in strong position, 
although in higher offices there will 
be alternating British and Ameri- 
can heads. 

Many new American members 
have been admitted. David Scott 
of the London ‘Times’ was chosen 
first vice-president; Leland Stowe 
of the New York ‘Herald Tribune,’ 
second vice-president; G. Lange- 
laan of the A. P., treasurer; and 
Dermott MacDermott of the Cardiff 
‘Western Mail,’ honorary secretary. 

Twenty-four British and Ameri- 
can newspaperwomen who failed in 
an attempt to organize their own 
club are now petitioning to join 
men’s contingent. Opposition from 
the men postponed the matter in- 
definitely, with the gals pretty sore. 





‘Madame’ Burn 


Altered policies of some of the 
lesser mags from payment on ac- 
ceptance to payment on publication 
is aggravating scribblers no end. 
Recently a scribbler sent a topical 
piece to a monthly and after a two- 
month period assumed the piece had 
been accepted and would be paid for 
on publication. 

Then the piece came back with 
the information the mag no could 
use. The former timely piece was 
now out-dated. To make matters 
worse, the author, with an unmis- 
takeable male name, got a rejection 
slip which began ‘Dear Madame.’ 





Slightly Intricate 


With the Rey. Thomas Dixon the 
writer of the forthcoming Henry 
Daughterty book squaring the 
Harding administration among 
other things, he must at the same 
time repudiate the Gaston B. Means 
book attack on President Harding. 

The Rev. Dixon’s sister, Mrs. 
Thacker of Norfolk, was the Means 
ghost writer of ‘The Mysterious 
Death of President Harding.’ 

Means’ book had quite a large 
sale and created a wider discussion, 
partially because a book of its 
questionable character had _ been 
written and published about a dead 
President of the U. 8. 


Novelty of Names 


Numerous names on a book, fol- 
lowing that English novelty in 
which more than a dozen first line 
writers each worked out his or her 
version of a given plot, may become 
a fad. Doubleday, Doran will try 
something of the sort, though in a 
different manner. 

D-D, through its affiliate, The 
Crime Club, has signed 13 of the 
biggest names in the detective and 
mystery story field to work on a 
single story. Unlike the British 
book, which had a plot worked out 
in as many ways as there were au- 
thors, the Doubleday, Doran book 
will be a single story of regulation 
book length with all 13 authors 
collaborating. 

Anything to get novelty in the 
book biz, and probably worth it on 
that score alone. 


D. E. Course for P. A. 


William G. Stiegler, who holds 
down those chairs for the Cincin- 
nati ‘Times-Star,’ afternoon daily, 
has resorted to a course to persuade 
space-grabbing gentry to grind out 
matter to fit his whims. Stiegler 
set down nothing not actually re- 
quired to teach the boys how. His 
instructions took the form of a 
typed sheet of info, reading like 
this: 


Suggestions to Directors of Public 

Relations, Personal Representatives, 

Publicity Experts and Plain Every- 
day Press Agents 

All copy should be typewritten, 
double-spaced and on plain paper, 
preferably white. Single-spaced 
copy can not be edited or altered 
without being rewritten, which we 
have no time to do in the office or 
to send back to you for that pur- 
pose, 

Routine amusement notices in- 
tended for Thursday’s issue must 
be submitted not iater than 
Wednesday, 9 a. m., and those for 
Saturday, not later than Friday, 9 
a. m. Under no circumstances 
should these notices exceed seven 
or eight typewritten lines. Write 
them as straight, informative news 
notices, avoiding all fancy figures 
or flowery descriptions. These are 
advance notices, not reviews. Do 
not deprive our ambitious critics of 
their duties. The routines call for 
no verbal fireworks or superlatives. 
Our writers have their own, which 
they prefer to use as the occasion 
demands. 

The style of our Saturday layouts 
calls for head pictures. We can not 
use groups, flashlights or stills. 
These pictures must be submitted 
not later than Wednesday, 9 a. m. 
For feature pictures on Thursday 
and Saturday, the same schedule 
applies as to the routine notices. 

Unless especially requested, no 
feature reader for Thursday or 
Saturday should exceed 200 words. 
Unless this rule is observed, the 
entire article is likely to be left out 
on crowded days, which will be 
many during the winter season. So 
far as the material of the articles is 
concerned, there must be some 
news or feature value to justify its 
use. The amusement page strives 
to maintain a uniform standard and 
no attraction or institution is en- 
titled to a certain amount of space 
to be filled at random. The nearer 
your feature approaches the legit- 
imate news item and the more it 
avoids the obvious press agent 


blurb, the better its chance for 
space. 

We use as fillers a number of 
indented, blackface paragraphs 


called shorts. Please remember that 
their use to us and their value to 
you consists in remaining shorts. 
These should be written as single 
paragraphs and should never ex- 
ced five or six typewritten lines. 
Unnecessary and annoying duplica- 
tion can be avoided by not using 
the same material as features and 
shorts. 

Do not use the words ‘yesterday,’ 
‘today,’ ‘tomorrow’ in‘your copy. On 
an afternoon paper the name of the 
day of the week is always used. 
Also, if you are writing about some- 
thing for next week, in the name 
of good English and common sense, 
say ‘next week.’ Everybody knows 
what that means, and it takes much 
less space than the roundabout 
phrases now being used, such as 
‘week beginning Sunday, October 
15. Cut out all lengthy expressions 
where short ones will do. Don’t jam 
our space with announcements of 
‘principal assignments’ when you 
mean ‘chief roles,’ or ‘cinematic’ 
when you mean ‘film.’ Avoid coin- 
ing words, as we are perfectly satis- 
fied with the limitations imposed 
by Webster or the Standard. With 
no refiections on the persons con- 
cerned, we prefer a ‘leading woman’ 
to a ‘leading lady,’ and we see no 
more reason for referring to a 
pretty girl as an ‘attractive miss’ 
than to a good-looking man as a 
‘handsome mister.’ These are eccen- 
tricities of taste perhaps, but since 
we are in position to make a choice, 
we prefer ours to yours. And for 
reasons which should be obvious to 
anyone with composing-room ex- 
perience, never use the word ‘skit 
for ‘act’ or ‘sketch.’ 

Leave space at the top of the 
paper for headlines and editorial 
directions, and do not clutter it up 
with a lot of useless legends. It 
is to be presumed that the dramatic 
editor can read, otherwise it would 
be vain to submit anything to him 
at all. ‘Thursday Amusements,’ 
‘Saturday Amusements’ or ‘Satur- 
day Movies,” in the upper left-hand 
corner, is all that is necessary to 
identify your copy. Unless you 
have a ‘Times-Star’ head chart and 
follow it authoritatively, don’t waste 
your time and our time writing 
heads that don’t fit. 

Lastly, read the amusement page 
see what is used and what is no* 
used and, above all, observe care- 
fully how your copy has_ been 
changed and follow that style in 
the future. Failure to complv with 
the above requirements will ac- 
count for the total absence or dras 
tic pruning of submitted articles. 
William G. Stiegler, 





Dramatic Editor, ‘The Times-Star.’ 








BEST SELLERS 
Best sellers for week ending Dec. 26, as reported by the American 


Fiction 
Maid in Waiting ($2.50) ...scccsceesese++- by John Galsworthy 


Westward Passage ($2.50) .........By Margaret Ayer Barnes 
cdeveumen By Bess Streeter Aldrich 


The Greek ($2.50) ccosccccccedédcttesccccosesny Bimany Teaver 


Non-Fiction 


News Company. 

1, 

2. 

3. A White Bird Flying ($2.00) .. 

4. About the Murder of the Night Club Lady ($2.00) 
5. 

6. Good Earth ($2.50). cccccccescccecs 

1 Epic of America ($3.75) ....ce. 

2. Great Mouthpiece ($3.00) ...... 

3. Mourning Becomes Electra ($2. 

4. Washington Merry Go Round ($3.00). 
5. Stag at Eve ($3.00). 

6. Only Yesterday ($3.00). 


By Anthony Abbott 


eocccccccesnedsy Sear: S&S, Bucs 


Trieste By John Truslow Adams 
errr eee By Gene Fowler 
50) .ecccccsees BY Eugene O'Neill 





‘Inside Stuff’ Mag 
A new mag to give the inside on 
all news occurrences, it is claimed, 
will make its appearance on the 
street in about three weeks. The 
mag will be called ‘Inside Stuff.’ 

It will be published by George 

Rosette and a former city editor 
of a tab. Rosette is a music and 
advertising executive. 
Mag will employ 15 men to han- 
dle departments, of which 12 will 
write anonymously. Edgar Mels 
will edit the mag. Among those so 
far engaged to write departmental 
columns are Dan Parker, sports 
editor of the ‘Mirror,’ who will give 
the inside on sports; Robert 8S. Al- 
len, anonymous author of ‘Wash- 
ington Merry-Go-Round,’ on poli- 
tics; Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., for 
gossip about society; Jerry Wald, 
radio editor of the ‘Graphic,’ for the 
inside on radio; Paul Yawitz, to do 
a column on Broadway; a Holly- 
wood film director to handle film 
gossip, and others whom the pub- 
lishers do not reveal. 

All but Wald, Vanderbilt and Ya- 
witz will write anonymously. 

Ving Sussman, head of the 
‘Graphic’s’ art department, will be 
art director for ‘Inside Stuff.’ Frank 
Howatt will be cartoonist. 

American News will distribute 
the mag, a weekly, to sell at 15c. 





All About Bands 

‘And the Band Played On,’ the 
behind the scenes story of America’s 
popular orchestras, by James F. Gil- 
lespie, has been accepted by the 
‘Saturday Evening Post.’ 

The new author is credited with 
being the best informed man on the 
subject. He was manager for Paul 
Whiteman for seven years and pre- 
viously handled Vincent Lopez. Gil- 
lespie recently resigned the White- 
man post and is now managing 
Ferde Grofe, called by musicians the 
creator of present day jazz. 

The Gillespie article will be a 
condensed feature in the ‘Post’ and 
is later to be published in book form 
in full. 





Free Lunch 


Picture studios in Hollywood have 
been recciving a flood of requests 
from college campus magazines for 
articles by studio comedians. The 
~ah rah editors want the stuff gratis 
and from names that get as high 
as $4,00C per week. 

Favorite is Groucho Marx, al- 
though any one of the Marx 
brothers would be acceptable to the 
comic mags. Campus newspapers 
are also hot after by-line stories 
from comedy stars, 

In making the request of the 
studios the usual line from the 
campus editor is : ‘We think it 
would be good publicity for your 
star if his signed article appeared 
in the Wasoo College ‘Gargle.’ 





Wilstach’s Sequel 


John Wilstach is a new client of 
Curtis Brown, the class literary 
agent, who will handle his future 
novels, 

Wilstach has a serial running in 
‘Clues,’ entitled ‘The Private Chair,’ 
a sequel to the same author’s ‘Under 
Cover Man.’ Tale deals with a 
gangster who has his own private 
electric chair. 





Don Clarke’s Future 


Permanently through with public- 
ity end of pictures, Don Clarke will 
devote all his time to writing novels. 

For years with Metro as a mem- 
ber of its home office publicity de- 
partment, Clarke last summer was 
given an extended leave of absence. 
He will not be succeeded in the M-G 
pub dept. 


Fawcetts Split 
Capt. Billy Fawcett and his 
spouse, Annette, decided to call it 
quits because of ‘too much nerves.’ 
Still good friends, however. 
The Minnesota pu >lisher has four 
grown-up sons and a daughter by 





previous marriaze. 





Hershfield as Columnist? 


Harry Hershfield left the Hearst 
organization New Year’s Day, his 
contract expiring on that day. 
Hershfield is dickering with the 
‘Daily News’ of New York to join 
the Patterson-McCormick syndicate. 
Deal is not only for the ‘Kab- 
bibble’ strip, but for a daily Broad- 
way column, 





50th to 59th 

Adding to that recent piece on 
scribblers congregating in urban 
centers, majority of writers in New 
York reside and work in the 50’s, 
Greenwich Village in its palmiest 
days never harbored as many scrib- 
blers as does that section of New 
York from 50th to 59th, and river 
to river. 

No exaggeration to say that some 
of the 57th street apartment houses 
contain people of no other profes- 
sions than writing. Tenants’ ros- 
ters reveal the names of every type 
of scribbler from playwrights, who 
are strongly in the majority, to or- 
dinary fictioneers, 

Central Park West, as noted, has 
its quota of scribblers. So has the 
Columbia Heights section in Brooks 
lyn. Also a sprinkling of writers 
in the 60’s and 70’s. But New 
York’s real scribblers’ center just 
now is its 50’s, and despite those, 
rents. 


Registration Fee 


Reported $5 charge now being 
made by Fernald’s agency, the 
newspaper men’s employment agen- 
cy in Springfield, Mass., is some- 
ihing new. Probably caused by a 
deluge of job inquiries. 

New York reporter, who wanted 
to eat, inquired of the Mass. agency 
and found out about the finif nick, 
Another, who's used it in the past, 
says he never heard of this charge, 
the only one being the one week’s 
pay collected in part payments. 


The Woman Wins 

As a novel writer Fulton Oursler 
ranks his wife, Grace Perkins, but 
as a money getting scribbler, Mrs, 
Oursler wins. 

Grace Perkins’ books sell with 
unusual fluency for screen stories, 
Oursler has yet to sell one of his 
best sellers to a film company, 





CHATTER 


Florence Crannell Means used to 
teach short story writing, which is 
why she herself writes novels. 
The forthcoming ‘Strange Career 
of Bishop Sterling’ supposed to be 
a take-off on Bishop Cannon. 
Another scribbler turned publish- 
er is Bess M. Mensendieck, who is 
getting out her book, ‘It’s Up to 
You,’ herself. 

No matter what the Amos ’n’ 
Andy picture did in England, a 
British publisher will issue an Amos 
‘n’ Andy book there. 

Dial Press gathering the Olin 
Downes radio talks on music in 
book form. 

Ben Conlon, who used to be di- 
rector of publicity for the old Vita- 
graph Company, now a prolific con- 
tributor to the woodpulp mags. 

Samuel Ornitz dramatizing his 
‘Haunch, Paunch and Jowl.’ 

Jacques Chambrun has the King 
Alfonso memoirs for disposal here. 

The Clayton group of pulps is 
putting out a new unit called ‘Sol- 
diers of Fortune,’ devoted to s0- 
called costume stories, jungle talee , 
and the like, 2 

Fawcett Publications, formerly at 
Robinsdale, Minn., is moving to New 
York, further from the wood pulp 
but nearer to the fiction supply. a 

Richard Merrifield, editor of the 
late ‘Popular,’ is now editing ‘Col- 


lege Stories,’ also for Street & 
Smith. 
Eugene Clancy, formerly general) 


editor for the Dell people, is doing 
departments for the Harry Steegea 
zroup. 

Seymour G. Pond, who turned out 
a great deal of fiying stuff for the 
pulps, now going after the class 
publications. 

Leo Gargulies who ran the Mune 
sey Service for Authors agency is 





(Continued on page 63) 


ope ope 


a 
Boe 


Sas 


tre oon 


We! 


SEM TOA 











Se aes eo OY AN 


pitt sete 4+— + Sa 














ogee er ee ae ed 


ssa 








Pet appar wlanicmha > RAO 


. tat: 
sey 6 he 4 = 


Ne 


Sn aa ROR aS 


ee 





ie ae 


~ 


Pe Tr IIE 


a 
if 
| 
i@ 
ra 
; 
a | 
& 
ne 
: 
4 


: : 
' i 
a9 
PEG 
ou 
iq 
; 
j : 
a 
‘fl 
. * 
ial 
3 





_ 58 VARIETY 





— 


RADIO REPORTS 


Tuesday, January 5, 1933 








‘OLDSMOBILE GOES CALLING’ 

Whiteman orchestra, Bebe Daniels, 
Jack Oakie, Marion Harris, Mil- 
dred Bailey, Charles Hackett, 
Jack Fulton, Jr., and Aileen Stan- 
ley; partly synchronized 


COMMERCIAL 
WLS, Chicago 


Radio may have been principally 
interested in the engineering feat of 
Bebe Daniels in Los Angeles singing 
while Paul Whiteman in Chicago 
picked up the accompaniment. 
That’s new, but has been done be- 
fore, and is unquestionably impor- 
tant as a future factor in broad- 
casting, and successfully tested asa 
result of Oldsmobile’s special and 
deluxe New Year’s Day program. 
But show business will take away 
another idea. To wit: that radio, 


whether it admits it or not, is up to 
its eyebrows in show business al- 
ready. 

With such ambitious programs 


radio forsakes the shallows and 
steps into the oceanic deeps of show 
business proper. Not only did Olds- 
mobile draw all of its talent, with 
the possible exception of the ope- 
ratic Charles Hackett, from among 
popular non-radio entertainers, but 
the success of the program resulted 
from the showmanship involved. 
Advertising and merchandising are 
insufficient and inexact synonyms 
and a mere play on words if used. 
It advertised but it wasn’t adver- 
tising in any rational employment 
of that term. It was entertainment 
and showmanship, theatrical in es- 
sence and concrete expression. 

Another point that was sun-clear 
concerned the probable advantage 
to an advértiser to take one full 
hour, lead that hour with names 
and high-voltage entertainment, 
give it plenty of advance publicity, 
and if the budget is limited let it go 
at that. Whatever this hour cost 
Oldsmobile in talent and line 
charges—and it must have been a 
small fortune—the money was far 
more wisely invested than it would 
have been if Oldsmobile aped some 
of its competitors and stretched the 
same sum for a series of 13 radio 
disc programs for example. 

Oldsmobile had a talking point 
for public interest in the synchron- 
.tation experiment. That received 
plenty of newspaper advance com- 
ment, with NBC doing a first-rate 
exploitation job in planting photo- 
graphs, etc. But outside of a small 
coterie of technicians and mechan- 
ically-minded folks, the same ex- 
periment with Susie Glotz on the 
Los Angeles end would have flopped 
so far as bringing an audience to 
the dials. It was Bebe Daniels who 
made the engineering gag potent. 

Miss Daniels, incidentally, was 
the individual hit of the program. 
Whether the ether favored her and 
not Miss Harris and Miss Stanley, 
there could be little question that 
the film star proved the more mel- 
odic and more interesting singer. 
Miss Daniels has a dandy voice and 
has evidently been doing lots of 
coaching, for she handles herself 
with true professional aplomb. 

Hollywood in fact did well by it- 
self, as Jack Oakie’s humorous 
monvlog was actually humorous. 
For a film actor, that’s rare. It was 
fast, flip, funny; exactly what the 
public would anticipate from Oakie. 
He should lift the check for a feed 
in honor of his author. 

Aileen Stanley, as it happened, 
came through poorly. Marion Har- 
ris was somewhat better but still 
holding herself in. On the radio, 
reserve strength is neither sensed 
nor appreciated. All 12 cylinders 
ought to be used and excess refine- 
ment of style checked with the coat. 

Hackett is outside the usual orbit 
of the average citizen since the a. c. 
is not much of an operagoer. Need- 
less to say Hackett’s voice is a fine 
one. He confined himself to a sin- 
gle selection. He chose ‘Who Is 
Sylvia?’ 

Anyone even vaguely familiar 
with broadcasting problems can 
imagine the headaches and grief 
NBC and everyone concerned prob- 
ably had in carrying through this 
Oldsmobile program with its jump- 
ing back and forth from L. A. to 
N. Y. with stopovers in Chi. Bebe 
Daniels, steamed up by friends on 
the Coast that she was taking an 
awful chance, wanted to withdraw 
at 48 hours’ notice. Paul Whiteman 
persuaded her on his personal guar- 
anty that everything would be okay. 
And Paul kept his promise magnifi- 


cently. He whispered through the 
cosmos words of encouragement 
and support. This is probably 


radio’s first parallel of the sympa- 
thetic pit leaders at tough vaude- 
ville houses who used to get that 
fiddle right up under the nervous 
#(tor’s chin. How the actors did, 
and do, love those leaders. As much 
as they hate the other kind of pit 
musician. 

Whiteman himself was on and off 
several times to address the listen- 
ers. That's a good idea for Olds- 
mobile in making Whiteman an 
audible personality. Paul has a 
barrel of poise. 

Wearing earphones and trying to 
follow first Bebe Daniels 2,000 miles 
away and later Marion Harris 1,000 
miles away was a nerve-racking 
job for the Whiteman orchestra, At 
first the dependable Roy Bargy 
picked up the melody alone, and 
gradually the strings and finally the 
sgxes and the whole ensemble got 
in. Necessarily and wisely only one 
chorus on the synchronized broad- 
easting was used in both instances. 


Miss Daniels and Miss Harris first 
sang with local orchestras. 

Three of NBC's ace announcers— 
Edward Forgeson in N. Y., Fred 
Shields on the Coast, and Sen Kaney 
doing the major chore from Chi- 
cago—co-operated. An oddity was 
the asking and answering of ques- 
tions between the three. Respective 
states of the weather in the three 
towns was first established. Cold 
in New York, mild in Chicago, and 
a bright sun in L. A. gave the radio 
audience a bird's-eye view of the 
program's uniqueness. 

Oldsmobile further demonstrated 
its good sense by limiting its com- 
mercial copy to absolute minimums. 
That made more good will than a 
dozen of those long-winded Lucky 
Strike announcements or those 
sing-songey haranogues in favor of 
Pepsodent. Everyone knows thata 
new Oldsmobile car will be on dis- 
play Jan. 9, and a fair guess is that 
plenty of curisoity was aroused by 
Oldsmobile’s delightful restraint in 
talking about itself. 

Mildred Bailey and Jack Fulton, 
Jr., of Whiteman’s organization, 
made nice impressions individually, 
while the orchestra itself was a 
fountain of charm. They opened 
with a special arrangement of ‘I’ve 
Got Rhythm’ from ‘Girl Crazy,’ and 
that show should have such an ar- 
rangement. 

Oldsmobile can go calling any- 
time and be sure to find plenty of 
set-owners at home. Land. 








RADIO SHOW BALLYHOO 
With Quin Ryan, Melodiers, Dan 
and Sylvia, Herbert Rawlinson, 
Lawrence Salerno 
Sustaining 
KYW, Chicago 

As an advance taste of what the 
public will get for a fee at the ra- 
dio show to be held for the Emer- 
gency Unemployment Relief Fund 
this get-together at KYW ’s studio 


embraced talent from WMAQ, 
WGN and WBBM. Each of the 


donors held the mike briefly and 
urged ticket purchasing for the ra- 
dio show when Chicago radioland 
could be seen as well as heard. 
While the program, necessarily 
makeshift, served its purpose well 
enough in calling attention to the 
event, failure to make clear how 
much tickets cost and failure to 
mention a convenient manner and 
place to purchase them was a 
rather grave omission, Stadium 
where the show is to be held is 
awkwardly situated two miles from 
the loop on the west side. That’s 
a discouragement to advance ticket 
buying that the promoters of the 
show should have taken care of. 
Herbert Rawlinson was the num- 
ber one personality of this pro- 
gram. He kidded a bit, using a few 
gags, not bad, and managed to be 
ingratiating. Quin Ryan, manager- 
announcer from WGN, kept the 
schedule and presided. Melodiers 
obliged with some oke vo-de-o-do, 
Lawrence Salerno tenored more 
conventionally, Dan and Sylvia, 
popular dialog team from WMAQ, 
talked over the show among them- 
selves. Brooks and Ross from 
WBBM Brooks-and-Rossed. 
Land, 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDERS 
Instrumental and Vocal 
WGY, Schenectady 


Troupe, introduced as ‘nationally 
known to radio audiences,’ broad- 
cast a 15-minute afternoon program 

over WGY as a plug for its appear- 
ance the same night at a theatre 
in a nearby city. Featured native 


usual string instruments, with har- 
mony choruses by ensemble. One 
pop included. 


Instrumental stuff okay, although 
there is a sameness about Hawaiian 
‘music. Harmony warbling excel- 
lent. At times instrumental accom- 
paniment is dropped. Apparently, 
the Islanders are a mixed group, 
femme voices being heard in several 
selections, 


Edward Renton, guest announcer, 
did not sound as good as the studio 
mike-men. Program not properly 
timed, studio announcer cutting in, 
just after unit had started to play a 
pop, for closing identification. 





UTICA JUBILEE SINGERS 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Group of colored male singers 
from Utica Normal and Industrial 
School, Utica, Miss., recently re- 
turned from a European tour, heard 
in several quarter-hour programs 
on Saturday night. Spirituals fea- 
tured, with Stephen C. Foster num- 
bers added. Classical, standard- 
music selections, played on banjo 
by one of troupe also offered. 

While singers render spirituals 
with deep religious fervor, selections 


of this kind tend to grow monoto- 
nous via radio. Sameness in form 
becomes very noticeable. Injection 
of lighter, humorous folk songs 
would enliven program. 

Banjo solos by a Mr. Jennings 


nicely done. Instead of jazz, plays 
a special arrangement of ‘The Sex- 
tet From Lucia’ and melodies from 
Foster's catalogue. Gets lot of mu- 
sic from an instrument of sup- 
posedly limited range. 





Hawaiian numbers played on the 


‘LA BOHEME’ 

With Lucretia Bori; 

Deems Taylor, Narrator 
Metropolitan Opera 

Sustaining 

WCFL-WMAQ, Chicago 

‘Variety’ regrets that it failed to 
get up early enough New Year's 
Day to review the chimes from the 
Fredericksburg, Va., grandfather 
clock that George Washington used 
to listen to. WENR had that scoop, 
a thrill not lightly to be passed over. 
Instead, it listened to an opera cap- 
tured by the ubiquitous microphone. 


Truly a versatile organization is 
NBC. George Washington’s chimes 
one minute, Giuseppi Verdi the 
next! 


‘La Boheme’ is the third of NBC's 
diss®minations from the Met. 
Deems Taylor, himself an operatic 
composer, acts as narrator in sotto 
voice comment on the action, Com- 
plete operas are not broadcast but 
one or more acts are selected to fit 
a given time allotment. First two 
of ‘La Boheme’ this week, the final 
act of ‘Lohengrin,’ next week. Tay- 
lor, meanwhile, in the orchestra pit 
whispering running explanations of 
the plot. 

‘La Boheme’ unquestionably is, 
because of its rich strains of mel- 
ody, calculated to keep listeners at 
the dials whereas many operas 
would entirely fail to retain any 
but the habitual devotees of lyric 
drama. This particular broadcast 
can truthfully be put down as one 
of the outstanding recent musical 
opportunities for the hinterland, or 
for anyone who from laziness or 
penury does not attend opera in 
person, 

Miss Bori’s rounded tones came 
through the air superbly and, of 
course, the other singers and the 
chorus were good enough for any- 
one except the hair-splitters. 

Taylor was most anxious to get 
in a few uninterrupted words, but 
intermission was entirely eliminated 
with a triumph of scene shifting 
rare for opera. Consequently Tay- 
lor never got a chance to unburden 
himself. It seems he particularly 
wanted to hear from Ypsilanti and 
Podunk what they thought of his 
plot descriptions and whether it 
was spoiling or enhancing the 
music. 

As a general reaction the guess 
is most people will be interested, 
rather than annoyed, by the narra- 
tion which is never obtruded. 

Land. 


MEYER FINK 
Address 
Sustaining 
WCEFL, Chicago 

In the midst of 
against monopolistic corporations 
this speaker, a regular bi-weekly 
expounder on WCFL, took a few 
passing cracks at RCA’s monopoly 
of radio through 95% of all equip- 
ment and ownership of NBC. This 
was especially piquant as WCIF'L is 
an NBC affiliate. 

Fink’s voice is not very melodious 
but he speaks rapidly and packs his 
speeches with lots of facts, so he 
must be conceded a certain per- 
suasiveness. His_ sincerity, too, 
seems quite genuine. His text is 
that big business having failed to 
provide economic leadership, now 
asks more monopoly in order to 
commit new and grosser mistakes. 
He edvocates a curtailment of the 
present powers of big biz and no 
extension. 

RCA was mentioned along with 
numerous cther corporations of ti- 
tanic size. WCFL is the labor 
mouthpiece locally. Land. 


his blast (31) 





CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Sustaining ‘ 
All Stations, Chicago 


Show business takes care of city 
hall with free tickets. Radio takes 
care of the churches (or many of 
them) with free time. It goes on the 
ledger as miscellaneous expenses for 
good will. Christmas, of course, 
draws the major observance. This 
extends from Sunday to Sunday of 
the holiday week and varies, natu- 
rally, in accordance with the various 
arrangements individual stations 
have with particular churches. Sta- 
tions themselves contribute organ- 
ludes, invite choral] groups to their 
studios and otherwise mark the 
season, 

It’s a cross-section of American 
life. On the air, as in the churches, 
the so-called fundamentalists great- 
ly outnumber the liberals. Nothing 
against the fundamentalists except 
that they preach dull sermons and 
have little appeal except to their 
own partisans. Of more appeal to 
the average American is the season- 
al visit of the jolly sleigh bells of 
Santa Claus and such numbers as 
‘Canadian Capers,’ regularly ex- 
humed by most orchestras at Christ- 
mas time. 

Probably nobody but Swedenbor- 
gians would survive the homiletics 
over WMAQ of Rev. Hiram Broo- 
mann of the Chureh of the New 
Jerusalem Only adherents would 
listen long to WPCC’s own pastor, 
J. C., O’Hare, whose answer to the 
economic problems of today, and to 
all other problems, is to icquire 
grace, O’Hare style. 

O’Hare did provide a little copy 
when getting indignant because the 
newspapers give the utterances of 
the pope so much front page promi- 
nence, whereas the sayings from 





pulpits such as his evidently are 


somewhat neglected by the press. 
O’Hare stated thet a Protestant 
minister could get front page rec- 
ognition only by running off with a 
choir singer or some other pecca- 
dillo. . 

Papal invitation for Christian 
unity was the starting point for 
O’Hare’s remarks on the general 
backwardness of Catholics. This 
rather sharp and bitter denomina- 
tionalism was out of tune with the 
Christmas spirit. It was practically 
a sole exception of that character 
reported on the air. O’Hare con- 
trols the station over which he 
spoke. 

As a regular Sunday maxim of 
broadcasting it is prett~. generally 
accepted that nothing leaves an air 
channel so deserted and neglected 
as a dull preaching spasm occurring 
at a fixed hour each Sunday. Regu- 
lars in particular get to know that 
such-and-such a station should be 
avoided. Like as not the embargo 
extends well ahead and well after 
the yawn. Sunday advertisers 
should, and do, figure that into ac- 
count on time-buying. An empty 
kilocycle isn’t worth the rental price. 

WMAQ broadcast 30 minutes 
Christmas eve of midnight mass 
from the Church of Our Saviour. 
Through one of those radio flukes 
immediately after the solemn chant- 
ing, the hymns and the Latin mum- 
bling, the station announcer broke 


in with ‘Now we return you to the 
Uptown Village Cafe for dancing.’ 
Land. 


‘OLD SINGING MASTER’ 
With parry, Frankel, Helen Janke, 


Mary bbett, Helen Young, 
John Wine, Fred Betel, William 
Sickels 

COMMERCIAL 


WMAQ, Chicago 

A second program by Barbasol, 
heretofore represented by ‘Singing 
Sam.’ This program, evidently de- 
signed to find its material among 
the standards and folk songs dear 
to all sentimentalists, bears the in- 


fluence of Tony Wons. That syr- 
uppy-voiced cooer has much to an- 
swer for. Right now the Wons 


| style is popular, but if this desperate 


zeal to find the heart chord is to be 
generally adopted, a public reaction, 
if not nausea, is certain to develop 
within six months. 

It’s always a delicate point where 
real personality ends and affectation 
begins. Some people are never con- 
scious of any boundary line, and the 
phoniest kind of home-and-mammy 
pabulum is accepted as the real Mc- 
Coy. Others are invariably embar- 
rassed by self-conscious sentimen- 
tality such as seems to be the goal 
of Harry Frankel, ‘The Old Singing 
Master.’ 

Radio’s fumbling attempts to cap- 
ture the intimate touch have led to 
as many flops as_ successes, so 
neither the Wons method nor any 
similar product is surefire. Mean- 
while Barbasol might just sing and 
not worry too much about going 
Lord Fauntleroy. 

Choral group seems nicely blended 
and Herr Sickles gives competent 
orchestra support. Land, 





‘MID-SUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM’ 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 


Putting Shakespeare on the air 
in condensed form is laudable. But 
the plays should be those which are 
best known and easy to follow. 
‘Mid-Summer Night’s Dream’ might 
have been a total bust to those nov 
familiar with the piece. 

Heightening the presentation and 
lending it some much needed color 
was the music by Mendlessohn, 
which accompanied the perform- 
ance, A _ lecturer’ intermittently 
broke into the action to explain 
tersely a change of scene or action. 

Numerous characters in this piece, 
the many woodiand spirits and the 
fact that there is included briefly 
a play within a play made it quite 
difficult to follow. 

Condensation of the piece to 30 
minutes placed it under a handi- 
cap. Characters for the main part 
delivered their lines quite well, al- 
though there was a tendency to- 
ward speaking too swiftly. Astor 
playing Puck whispered. 

Doubtful whether Shakespeare 
will draw any considerable amount 
of listeners on the air, with the ex- 
ception, perhaps, of a choice few of 
his works. Too much concentration 
fis necessary for the average lis- 
tener to follow everything said and 
done and become engrossed. Be- 
cause of this, it loses its flavor as 
pop entertainment and becomes 
mostly an educational or cultural. 


GEORGE HALL ORCH. 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 


George Hall's orchestra, broad- 
casting from the grill room of the 
Taft hotel, New York, is on the 
CBS wire 10 times weekly. Hall 
came into the Taft the past sum- 
mer and by building up a rep for 
his band on the air increased the 
patronage of the grill room. 

Hall has a sweet little band with 
a pleasing rhythmic style. Numbers 
are diversified, although the band 
doesn’t go in for hot stuff much. 
Slow tempoed melodies, with now 
and then a tango, are the meat. 
Soft tunes predominate. Vocal 





numbers by a likable tenor. 


NBC WAS OMITTED FROM 
WHITEMAN RKO BILLING 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

When Paul Whiteman starts his 
vaude tour this week photos of the 
band distributed among the news. 
papers by RKQ will show a mike 
in the foreground, but with its call 
letters carefully blotted out. In- 
scription erasure, which brought a 
heavy burn from among NBC's 
execs, was the idea of a press agent, 
Albert Zugsmith, who figured that 
Whiteman stood a better chance of 
getting space breaks from the radio 
editors on the road if he played 
down his network affiliation, 

Pictures for the tour had been 
taken in one of the NBC studios 
here. Day after they were shot the 
photographer called the network to 
check on an instruction which, he 
said, struck him as strange. Some- 
body, he said, had left word at his 
office to scratch the NBC mike let- 
tering from the latest Whiteman 
plates and to make sure the net- 
work identity wasn't visible on any 
of the developed prints. NBC ex- 
pressed amazement at the order, 
and, upon further inquiry, learned 
that it had come from Whiteman’s 
new p. a., Albert Zugsmith. 





Passed Buck 

Zugsmith’s immediate rejoinder 
was to the effect that he had meve- 
ly relayed the wish of the RKO 
press department in New York, 
News of the incident drew one flare 
of protest after another from among 
the chain’s local execs, with Niles 
Trammel, the general manager, 
eventuall:- calling on the network’s 
New York division to query RKO. 
The latter denied making the re- 
quest. In the meantime the photog- 
rapher had gone ahead with the job 
and turned out the prints minus the 
NBC stencil on the mike. 

Explanation finally forthcoming 
was that it had occurred to Zug- 
smith that since NBC, in his opin- 
ion, had incurred disfavor among 
newspapermen in connection with 
the firing of a couple of radio edi- 
tors in New York recently, it 
wouldn’t be a bad idea to eliminate 
the network entirely from’ the 
Whiteman publicity. 


TOUGH ON MAIL MAN 


NBC Got 4,128,575 Fan Letters 
in 1931 





Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Dial-twisters haven't as yet bee 
gun to show signs of writers’ cramp, 
judging from a flock of fan mail 
figures recently compiled by NBC, 
Item on the report that the network 
points to with particular pride is 
that showing the past November ree 
turns. During that month the easte 
ern, midwest and Pacific coast divie 
sions altogether cleared 821,000 
pieces of fan mail, an increase of 
555,907 letters over the Nov., 1930, 
total. 

Total mail response from Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 1, 1931 tallied 4,128,575, as com- 
pared to 1,803,067 for the same 
stretch the year before. 

Ace mail rally for the year among 
the network’s commercials went to 
the Wander Company, bankroller of 
the ‘Little Orphan Annie’ serial skit. 
Sponsor in November put on a word 
contest that netted a total of 306,538 
from strictly juve listeners. Figure 
stands as a record from every angle. 
It was more mail than the chain 
handled for one account in any one 
month, with the return also topping 
all previous daily and weekly totals, 
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COLUMNISTS AND RADIO 








| RADIO'S GRAVY 
ROM TRAVEL 
TOURS 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4, 
Radio stations have just awak- 
ened to the gravy in travel tours 
and have gone in for promoting cut- 
rate rubberneck tours. Started in 
New Orleans over station WDSU, 
the ether-sold travel tickets have 





proved a profitable sideline to 
broadcasting. 
Southern California stations are 


preparing to plug group vacation 

trips this summer and muscle in on 

the gravy of etherized Cook’s tours. 
Unlimited Praspects 

An unlimited audience of pros- 
pects is the chief advantage of the 
broadcasters over the word-of- 
mouth and pamphlet advertising of 
the regular tour agencies. Coming 
ever the air, the travel promotions 
don’t smack of commercialism, as 
does the promoting of the regular 
travel agencies. 

Local stations were stirred to ac- 
tion by the sending here of 472 cus- 
tomers to the U. 8S. 'C.-Tulane game 
through WDSU. Seats and all ex- 
penses were sold at a cut rate. 
This football excursion will net the 
WDSN promoters around $5,000. 

Usual method is to have the sta- 
tion plug a certain vacation spot for 
several weeks, with requests to 
write in for those interested. When 
replies are received, the station can 


figure on costs for the trip and 
make arrangements with hotels, 
trains, etc. 





Vavepetich Critical 


San Francisco, Jan, 4. 
Rudolph Vavepetich, head of NBC 
Artists Bureau western division, is 
critically ill at his home, latest 
diagnosis revealing heart trouble. 
His post is being filled by Marks 
Levine, brought to the coast from 
NBC’s New York headquarters. 








Avert Radio Strike on 
Chi’s New Year’s Eve 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Compromise arrangement was 
made at the eleventh hour last 
Thursday (31), averting a strike of 
radio musicians called for New 
Year's eve at midnight. Broad- 
casters agreed to an increase of five 
men for a minimum of 15 mu- 
sicians on Class A stations’ perma- 
nent staff orchestras. 

Musicians agreed to work same 
number of hours per week at pres- 
ent scale of $90 to $115, but will 
get one day off weekly by adding 
an extra hour daily. 

Negotiations were nearly wrecked 
when the broadcasters brought in 
Joseph Fleming, attorney for the 
Chicago ‘Tribune,’ to represent 
them. That was waving a red flag 
at the union as Fleming is known 
a8 an ‘injunction’ lawyer and his 
Presence was the most tactless 
thing the broadcasters could have 
done if seeking an amicable adjust- 
ment. Fleming faded out of the 
Picture toward the end. 





AIRING ‘THE JARRS’ 

Roy McCardell, whose Jarr family 
sketches ran in the old evening 
World’ for more than 18 years, has 
Placed the idea, through the Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, for a series of three 
weekly broadcasts over WOR, New- 
ark, sponsored by Forhan’s. 

Julia Nash and Chas. O’Donnell 
Will be the Jarrs. They played it 


ro & sketch in vaude some years 
£0, 





WMCA's 3d Floor 
WMCA, New York, has taken an- 
Other floor in the Hammerstein the- 
atre building for television pur- 
Poses. Name of the building has 


— changed to the WMCA build- 
&. 





Radio station now occupies three 
floors, . , 


UNPHOTOGRAPHED ‘SKIPPY’ 


Advertising Objected to Publicity 
For Players Over Air 








Chicago, Jan, 4, 

Advertiser behind the ether ver- 
sion of ‘Skippy’ has issued strict 
orders to NBC against publicizing 
any of the kid actors in the cast 
when the act goes network Jan. 11. 
Reason given by the sponsor, the 
distributor of ‘Wheaties,’ is that it 
is only interested in featuring the 
characters in the script, and not in 
building up the radio reputations 
of the players. 

Program made its broadcast de- 
but Aug. 4 on WMAQ, with the 
production shifting from the Colum- 
bia to the NBC studios when the 
station came under the NBC opera- 
tion banner three months later. 
Throughout the single outlet run 
of' the show the advertiser has ex- 
ercised a strict ban against photo- 
graphing the kid actors impersona- 
tiong Skippy, Sooky, Sissy and 
Carroll, Latter, picked from a 
local juvenile acting club called the 
Jack and Jill Players, are Franklin 
W. Adams, Frances Smith, Francis 
Derby and Mildred Rich. 


EQUITY STOPS 
“GUESTING 
AT NO PAY 


At the request of members Equity 
has ruled all legit players must be 
paid for radio ‘appearances.’ Pay- 
ment is in the same proportion as 
applies to any part or the whole of 
a legit show when on the air, play- 
ers then getting one-eighth of a 
week’s salary. The ruling is the re- 
sult of the practice of several col- 
umnists who ‘invite’ professionals 
as ‘guest artists.’ It applies to com- 
mercial broadcasting and not to 
functions or affairs that go on the 
air. 

The point is made that columnists 
are being paid liberally and are 
using their position on newspapers 
to secure guest artists, promising 
publicity or nothing in return. Com- 
plaints to Equity from various 
members are to the effect that 
knowing the columnists well, they 
find it hard to refuse a ‘guest star’ 
request, but that since the invita- 
tions are becoming a regular thing 
they should share in radio money. 

Equity has sent notice to all 
members that they must discontinue 
gratis radio performances. They 
are instructed toinform Equity prior 
to any commercial broadcast in 
which they are scheduled. Nominal 
amounts are prohibited. If mem- 
bers have estabished a radio salary, 
one-eighth must be paid for the 
guest thing. Members are warned 
that failure to observe the new 
ruling may be punishable by sus- 
pension or other disciplinary action. 


‘2 More Socialites 


Two more society names have 
been added to the list of femme 
socialites who will appear on the 
Linit CBS broadcasts, They started 
last night (Monday). 

The two new members of the elite 
who will work before the mike are 
Princess.Alexandrio Kropotkin, and 
Peggy Le Boutellier. This makes 
10 society women who so far are 
scheduled to appear on the Linit 
broadcasts, with more to come. 











Adolphe Dumont Out 
Chicago, Jan, 4. 

Household Finance marks its sec- 
ond year on NBC tomorrow (5) with 
a shift from a straight symphonic 
program to a combination musical 
and dramatic show. Frank Laird 
Waller, formerly with the Milwau- 
kee Philharmonic, replaces Adolphe 
Dumont as conductor, while Alice 
Mock, soprano, and Edward Davies, 
baritone, take over the solo spots 
for the next 52 weeke. 

Speaking cast includes Don 
Ameche, 3Zernardine Flynn and 
Bruce Kamman, the last also pro- 
ducing the program. 





HAYS OFFICE 
INTERVENING 


———_ 


Understanding Claimed Be- 
tween Radio and Pic- 
tures — Two Ajir Chat- 
terers on Coast on Carpet 
—Hays’ In Through RKO 


and Paramount 


BREATHING INSPECTED 





There is a compiete understanding 
between radio and pictures. Hays 
organization revealed Monday an 
unwritten agreement whereby one 
industry will not allow the other to 
be defiled or injured in any way. 

Only two broadcasters, both on 


the west coast, so far, have been 
called on the carpet as specified in 
this agreement. One was a regular 
station announcer who had a few 
stars dying out of turn and the 
other was Radie Harris, sobber, 
formerly of New York. Both are 
being handled from now on in the 
way all others will be treated if 
they step into the ‘defilement’ class. 

Before they will be allowed to 
breathe on the official air their com- 
ments will have been carefully 
edited by experts familiar with the 
inside of the subject (if it pertains 
to pictures). This, making them as 
the penalty, recitationists and no 
longer ad-libbists. 


White-washes Winchell 


Instead of being held up to ad- 
verse criticism, Walter Winchell is 
described in the New York Hays 
office as one of the cleanest-cut ad- 
libbists—a talking columnist about 
whom not a single complaint has 
been officially recorded with the 
producer body. This disputes re- 
ports from picture people on the 
Coast who couple Winchell with 
Miss Harris for offensiveness. 

Of all the other newspaper talk- 
ers who have turned air commenta- 
tors not one in the east, so far, has 
aroused the ire of the Hays office 
representatives stated at the same 
time. 

Despite that through the RKO 
membership, Hays can bring inside 
pressure on Radio Corporation of 
America (NBC) and the same on the 
Columbia network through Para- 
mount, Haysites reveal that in the 
case of individual over-spokenness 
they will lay the complaint first at 
the door of the station from which 
such broadcast was made. 

Writings of columnists are of 
more concern to the industry than 
the broadcasting, it was pointed out 
at the same time. Ed Sullivan is 
now getting inside producer atten- 
tion, from which he will probably 
hear in the next few days. The 
RKO legal department Monday (4) 
commenced considering a line by 
Sullivan involving the organization 
as one ‘recently forced into receiver- 
ship.’ In connection with this patter 
was a slap at an unnamed exec who 
refused to pay the clerks until after 
Xmas. Company claims it was just 
the opposite of what Sullivan wrote. 


National Forum Regularly 








Washington, Jan. 4. 
Cabinet members, Senators, Con- 
gressmen and other high Govern- 
ment officials will be heard in the 
Nationzl Radio Forum arranged by 


the Washington ‘Star’. It will be 
broadcast in the future over an 
NBC network on Monday nights 


from 10 to 10:30, beginning Jan. 18 

An elaborate program to inaugu- 
rate the series will be broadcast, 
details of which will be announced 
later. 

Oliver Kuhn, managing editor of 
the ‘Star’, originator of the feature, 
will act as announcer for the Na- 
tional Radio Forum as in the past. 
The forum will be broadcast from 
the Washington studios of WRC. 





+ 





WHITEMAN’S YEAR’S DEAL 


$3,500 Weekly from General Motors 
for Pontiac Publicity 





Chicago, Jan. 4. 
Paul Whiteman for the next 52 


weeks goes with General Motors as 
the ‘Pontiac Ambassador of Good 


Will.” He'll get $3,500 weekly for 
the job, with the first broadcast 
from St. Louis on Jan. 9, and a 


full hour in length. Whiteman will 
be in the St. Louis theatre, playing 
for RKO on that date. 

Specified in the contract that 
Whiteman will co-operate with the 
Pontiac sales department on publi- 
city stunts and will make free per- 
sonal appearances at automobile 
shows. 

Regular weekly broadcast will be 
for 30 minutes, and probably on 
Fridays. 


LUCKY STRIKE HOUR 
FROM CLUB FLOOR 


Saturday night, (9) Walter Win- 
chell will broadcast a double adver- 
tisement under the Lucky Strike 
hour over WEAF, for the cigaret 
and for the Casino nite club in Cen- 
tral Park. Winchell will send his 
matter over the air from the floor 
of that club. 

Eddie Duschin’s orchestra, also 
of the Casino, will be the only Strike 
band playing during the hour. 

Okay-Solomon! 


Flock of Cosmetics 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 


Affiliated Products, cosmetic and 
drug distributors, turned over to the 
networks last week a flock of con- 
tracts entailing an expenditure of 
around $800,000 in time and talent. 
Major share went to NBC, with 
three of the contracts calling for 
program continuances and_ the 
fourth, an additional Edna Wallace 
Hopper broadcast. Company’s prod- 
ucts covered by 13-week renewal 
contracts, are Kissproof, Louis 
Phillipe lipstick and Jocur Wave 
set, each currently down on the 
NBC schedule for twice-weekly re- 
lease, 

In contracting for a weekly mat- 
inee program on either network in 
addition to its Sunday night half- 
hour variety show cver NBC the 
Edna Wallace Hopper’ cosmetic 
group now rates as radio’s ace cus- 
tomer among beauty preparation 
accounts. Edna Wallace Hopper in 
person starts her ‘Youth Matinees’ 
on a Columbia link Jan. 13, while 
Princess Oblenski will launch a 
similar line of chatter over NBC 
two days later. Both contracts are 
limited to 13 weeks. 

Another renewal netted by NBC 
last week was the Clara, Lu and 
Em nightly show, bankrolled by 
Palmolive’s Supersuds. Time clause 
here specifies 52 weeks. 

















L. S. Changes 


Lucky Strike has altered a bit 
its January schedule of bands to be 
used on its NBC broadcasts. 

On Jan. 7, instead of using Coon- 
Sanders as previously scheduled, 
Emerson Gill’s orchestra, Cleveland, 
and Lew Conrad’s band, Boston, will 
be used. On Jan. 9 Duke Elling- 
ton’s band has been canceled in 
favor of Eé. Duschin’s band from 
the Central Park Casino. 


CANTOR DATE BACK 


Eddie Cantor’s engagement with 
Chase & Sanborn, NBC, is now ex- 
tended until the end oc: January. 


Was originally slated to go off the 
air the beginning of the month. 
This is about the ’steenth extension 
for Cantor. 

No one picked to follow Cantor 





yet w rhen the latter finally does 5°. 


‘Hotels Say Networks Build Bands, 
But Not Business—Local B casts 


Scare which the NBC and CBS 
threw into the indie band agencies 
last year has exploded. Because 
the networks would install a wire in 
any spot booking one of its bands, 
the ind.:e agencies last year began 
to believe that their time was about 
up. 

According to the way things have 
panned out lately, the indie bookers 
say there are numerous hotels and 
night clubs in the country which 
will not use network wire. 

These spots are claimed to prefer 


local wires to network hook-ups. 
Their reason is that a network 
hook-up, while helping to make a 


band, does not help the business. 
This is why, it is stated, ballrooms 
like the Trianon and Aragon, Chi- 
cago, do not use network wires, but 
are on the air locally. Also the 
Hollywood club, New York, would 
not permit CBS to install a wire in 
the club instead of WMCA, a local 
station. 
Wire No Inducement 

NBC at one time was said to be- 
lieve it-could place its bands in any 
spot by using the wire inducement. 
It worked in some spots, but: not all 
over. When Coon-Sanders, an 
indie-booked band, was booked in 
the Hotel New Yorker, New York, 
NBC stalled for time before placing 
its wire in the spot. An hour before 
the band was to open at the hotel, 
NBC was informed by Ralph Hitz, 
manager of the New Yorker, that if 
the network wouldn’t install a wire 
immediately, NBC could stay out 
and the New Yorker would use a 
local outlet. NBC put its wire in. 

CBS has its wire in many hotels 
and night clubs using bands on 
which it collects no commish. Some 
of the better-known bands getting 
a CBS wire, and in whose bookings 
CBS doesn’t share, are Guy Lom- 
bardo at the Roosevelt, New York. 
and Ben Bernie at the Sherman, 
Chicago. CBS sends out publicity 
on these bands as though under 
CBS contract. 

Statement of CBS that it will in- 
stall no more wires in spots unless 
its band is used isn’t taken seriously 
by the large orchestra bookers. 


Columbo Only 10 


Publix will drop Russ Columbo at 
conclusion of his 10-week stage 
contract. 

The entire 10 will be played at 
the Brooklyn Paramount, where 
Columbo is current. 








NBC’s Chicago Mystery 
Man Commits Suicide 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 


Stuart M. Canby, NBC official 
whose exact status was never clear- 
ly defined, committed suicide Dec. 
29 in Portland, Ore., where he had 
gone for the Christmas holidays. It 
was stated failure to effect a re- 
conciliation with his estranged wife 
was the reason. 

In the local NBC headquarters, 
Canby, of distinguished appearance 
and ingratiating personality, was 
somewhat of a mystery man, with 
nobody seemingly knowing just 
what his duties were. He was gen- 
erally supposed to have been the 
unofficial ‘party bureau’ for NEC, 
intrusted with entertaining adve~- 
tisers and other potentates. 





- Barris Goes NBC 


Hollywood, Jan, 4. 
Harry Barris from the Cocoanut 
Grove goes east in March for NBC 


under an 18 months’ contract. His 
bride, Loyce Whiteman, also a 
Grove songstress and equally a 
radio fay hereabouts, follows a 
month later when her contract ex- 
pires at the Hotel Ambassador, 


NBC intention is to build an or- 
chestra around Barris, who also has 
built up a rep this past year as a 





Christie. 


songwriter. Before going east Bar- 
ris will make three shorts for 
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Bands and 
(Week of 


Orchestras 
Jan. 2) 





without charge. 
No charge is made for listing in 





For reference guidance, initials represent: 


Permanent addresses of bands or orchestras will be published 


this department. 
H—hotel, 


T—theatre, 








P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 
As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also 
included. 
A Craig, IF'rancis. Hermitage H.. Nashville. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, 
Agnew Chas., Edgewater Beach H.,|N, yY, 
Chicago Crawford, “Buzz,"" 2115 Pennsylvania 
Albert Jules, C. 8. S., 485 Madison | Ave., N. W., Washington. 
Ave.. N. Y. C. Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 
Rinne? U. J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh —- Prent, McElroy B. R., Portland, 
ft OR Bee 4 St., ew \ re. 
aime ht wee — SS Cullen, 8. BE. 814 EB. 6th St., South Bos- 
° “se on. 
Anderson & Ohm Multnomeh H, Port-| “Gurrie, Harry, Seelbach H., Loutsville. 


Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville, 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 


Ballew. Smith, c/o Taps, 1619 Broadway, 
, 2.°S. 
Bard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. 


Barnard, B., 330 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
ich. 

Barringer, Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 545 Sth Ave.. N.Y. 


Barsiey, Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
tauk, L. I. 
Basile, Jos., 65 No. lath St., Newark, 
« de 
Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 
67 Ormond St., Rochester, 


Bauer, F. J., 
Y 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 

Baum, Oscar, Paramount T., L. A. 

Bay State Aces (Al Reilyea), 3 Mohawk 
®t., Cohoes, N. Y. 

Beale, Bob, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. 
we T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington, 


Beecher, Keith, College Inn C., Chi. 


Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 

Bennett, Dave, Station "WJJD, Palmer 
House, Cebengs. 

Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
N. J. 

Berger, W. J., 5449 Penn Ave., Pittse- 
burgh 


Bergin, Fred, Idora Park, Youngstown, O. 
Bernie, Ben, Sherman H., Chi. 

Bestor, Don, Wm. Penn O® Pittsburgh. 
Bingham, T. W., 18 S. Ryan St., Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R., Rochester. 


Bittick, Jim, H., Town House, Los An- 
geles. 
Blaufass, Walter, Tip Top Inn, Pullman 


Bidg., Chicago. 
ping ens Leon, Station WBBM, Wrigley 
Bicmeathal’s Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 
eago. 
Borowsky, Jasha, Biltmore H., UL. A. 
Boulander, Chas., Frolics C., Miaml. 


Ore. 
Deibridge, 





Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 


ass. 

Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
Brandy's Singing Bd., Palmer's Park, 
Lansing, Mich. 

Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 
Brigode "Ace, Coney Island, Cincinnati. 
eee Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 


Brod, one, Grand Central H., Mountain- 
e, N. 
Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 


aerower: Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 
sco. 
ee T., 922 Oth St., Harrisburg, 
Brusiloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Bryant, W. H., 1526 3. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
Buck, Vern, Wil-Shore B. R., Ch.f 
Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main 8st. 
Akron, O. 
a” Jules, Club Lido, Santa Monica, 
al. 


Buloswkies Califs., Eagle B., Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., N. Y. C. 
Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 


Burke's Canadians, New Constant 
Spring H., Kingston, Jamaica. 
Burnett. Tiny, Orpheum T., Seattle. 


Burtnett, Lincoln Tavern C., Chi- 
eago, Ill. 
Burns, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., Sand- 
wich, Ont. 


Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 
Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spoxane. 


Cc 


Calloway, Cab, Cotton C., N. Y. C. 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 B'way, Camden, N. J. 
Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Carlin, Herb, Navy Piler, Chicago. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 

Carr Bros., U. 8S. Grant H., San Diego, 


Perk, Mission Beach, San Diego, 


es F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 
Casa Loma, Gen. Motors Bidg., N. Y. C. 
Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. 
“eee M., 140 Pine St., Willlameport, 


Earl, 


al. 
Carr, 
Cal 


acntiay, D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, 


Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. Y. C. 


Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Cavallare, John, 20 Irving St.. New 
Haven. 

Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 
Cervone, Izzy, 502 Blackstone Bidg., 
Pittsburgh. 

Chardiler Billy, Palmer H., Chicago. 


Char.es, Roy, Golden Pumpkin c., Chi. 
Chapman, Jack, Merry Gardens B., chi 
Chlo-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New 
Orleans. 
Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City 


Christie, H. J., 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Loulsville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake. O. ° 

Clarke, Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long 
Beach. Cal. 


Clevelandera, Fuller's Garden, Cincinnat!. 
Coakley. Jack, Taits C., S. F. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St., Reading. Pa. 
Coleman, Emil, El Pateo Cc, N. ¥. Cc. 
College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve- 
lan 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 


Condolort, A.. Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 
naar Ralph, 1119 Grand S8t., Wheei- 


ing. 
FP Ai. 1068 Park Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Maple View, Pittsfield, 


Cooley. Frits, 
Bass. 
Coon-Sanders, New Yorker H., N. Y. C. 
Cornwell, Frank. Mayfair C., Pam 
Soatow, Sam. a. Melvin Hie N, ¥. C. 


‘ ‘olumbo, Russ, 
Cc. 


N. 


me gy oO The Cathay, Baltimore , Gaenmnan, Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 
pel, ata . : , ‘aigua, N. a 
Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. - onl ion Arbat C 48th St. and 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 cane aS - ae » & St. 
Addison St., Phila. 7 
Aster, Alex, Willard’s R., 308 S. Mich- D 
an Ave., Chicago. * 
gee Jo, P. S. Box 895, Coral Gables, Dahl, Ted, KMTR, Hollywood. 
Pia. Dantzig, E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B’klyn 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. a Orch., 61 14th St., Norwich. 
n, &.. Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. onn 
yg Wan M.G-M Studio, Culver Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 
City, Ca! " ton H., Washington, D. C 
~—s 4 Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 
B Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Baffe, Wm., Boos Bros. C., L. A. Davis, Eddie, 1650 B’way, N. Y. C. 


Davison, Walt, 
DeForest, 


Mainstreet T., K. 
Don, Jantzen Beach, Po 


Del., 404 Madison T. 
Detroit. 


Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y 
DeLuca, J., 331 St. Marks Ave., 
lyn, N. 


Deterich, Roy, Stevens H, 
Devron, Geo., Stevens H., N. Y. C. 
Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., 
fleld, Ill. 

Domine Orch, 22 4th St., Troy, N. 
Donahue, Bill, Drake H., Chi. 
Donnelly, W. H., 
Orange, N. J. 
Doty, Mike, 
Wash. 
Dougherty, Doc, 


Celesium B. R.. 


Dunn, Jack. Fl Patio B. R., Iv. A. 
Dushin, Ed., Central Pk. C.. 


Edmunds, Deauville 
Monica, Cal. 
Eisenbourg, 


Boston. 


Glen, Club, 


Jersey City 
English- -Gibson, Rendesyvous B. R., 
Beach, Cal. 

Enkom, Geo., 
Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., 
Erickson, Al, RKO- Hillstreet y A 
Erickson, Harry, 
Lake City. 
Everett, 


F 


Fay. Bernard, Fay’s, Providence. 
Farrell, F., 
Feeney. J. M., 226 E. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore 
— on, Owen, Sweet's B. R., 


lith St., 


Ca 

Fabelte, Phil, Coliseum T., N. Y. 

Farr, Aaron, 

Miam! Beach. 

ae Joe, 1068 EB. 08th Bt., 
hi 


Fischer. C. L.. 914 So. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Fisher, Max, c/o Loew, 


Franklin. Milt, Seattle T., 


Friary. George Rockland, Mass. 


a Jack, Station WJAR, Pro 
one, Hank, Virginia H., Long 
al. 


Fuller, Earl, 
Funk, Larry, 


Swiss Gardens, 
Palais D'Or, N. Y. 


Gerun, Tom, Bal Tabarin, S. F. 
Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., 


Girvin, Hal, Fairmont H., 8S. 
Goff, Mark. Briggs R. RA, 
Goldberg. Geo., Celestial R.. 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 

Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C. 


Gonzales. 6. N., 


Apa, Cal. 
Gordon, Leon, Hollywood B. R., 
wood. 
Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pk. i 
Gorman, Ross, Biltmore H., N. 
Gorrell, Ray, 404 Madigeon T. BI 
troit. 


ant. N 


Gran Casino Nacional, Havana. 





Corie L iL ‘we one 20 ®. 0th St., Eas'on, Pa. 


C. 


ac. 
Y. 

Denny, Jack, Mt. Royal H., Montreal. 

Chicago. 


Spring- 


239 Glenwood Ave., E. 
Tacoma. 


Adelphia H.. Phila. 
Dumont, Adolphe, Station WGN, Chicago. 


N. Y. 


Dok. Shepard ~- Colonial R., 
Elmwoed Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 


McElroy's B. R.. Seattle. 
ee 


A. 
Saltair Beach co, Salt 


Hume, Lakeside P., Denver. 


Inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. 
Oakland. 
H., Rochester. 

Oakland, 


Cc. 
Miami Beach Country C., 
Cleveland, 
Ferdinando, ane Le Chateau B. R.. Man- 


chester, 
Feyl. J. W., 878 River St., Troy. N. Y. 
Fischer. Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 


Westnedge 6t.. 


Fisher, Bob, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 
1540 Broadway, 


Ww. ue G 
Finston, Nat, Par. Studio, Hollywood. 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, St. Francis H., 


“an Don, 1419 Reed Ave., Kalamazoo, 
cen, 

Fogg. A. M., 174 Beacon St., Portland, 
e. 
— Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
ch 

Foote, R.. Stevens H., Chicag 

Forbstein, Leo, ist Nat'l Studio, Bur- 
bank, Cal. 

Forman, Lou. Palace T., N. Y. C. 

Four Horsemen, Uptown Village Club, 
Chicago. 


Fradkin, Fred, State T., Jersey City. 
Seattle. 
Freed, Carl, 20 8. Orange Ave., Newark. 


Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louis. 


Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., 
Frieso. J. F.. Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 


an Gus, Cinderella B. R., Long Beach, 
al. 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galllocchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd.. Ch 


Galveston, Tex. 
Ginsberg. Ralph. Station were Chicago. 


Goldkette, Jean. Book Tower, Detroit. 
310 E. 4th St.. 


rtland, 
Bldg., 


Brook- 


Y. 


Cc. 


@anta 


Balboa 


Y. ¢C. 


Ss. F. 


N.Y.C. 


vidence, 


Beach, 
Cinn. 


c. 


Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th St., Lin- 
coln,. Neb. 

Garrigan, Jimmy, Congress H., Chicago. 
Gates, Manny, Alcazar H.. iami. 
Gaul, Geo... Washington, D. C. 
— Al. 117 8S. N. J. Ave., Atlantic 
ty. 

Gendron, Henri, Oriental Gardens, Chi. 


Bay Shore 


Holly- 
Wash. 
Cc. 

de. , De- 


ge ged Paul, Jenklinson Pav., Pt. Pleas- 


Santa 


Haefely, George, Roseland B., B’way and 


50th St 

Hall, George, Taft H., N. Y. C, 
Halil, Sleepy, MCA, Chicago. 
Halstead, Henry, Balboa Ina, 
Beach. Cal. 
Hallett, Mal.. Lawrence, Mass. 
Hammond, Jean, Sky Room, Milwaukee. 
Hamp, Joinny, Lowny, H., St. Paul. 


Balboa 


Hancock. Hogan, St. Antheny H., San 
Antonio. 
Handier, Al, Miralgo C., Chi 


PS meee Ed., Erianger’s Columbia Su 


Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 

Harrison, J., Rendezvous, Toronto. 

Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Vaa- 
couver, B. C 

Harkness, Eddle, Columbia T., 8S. F. 

Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, Te- 
ronto, Can, 

26 Capital St., Pawtucket, 


Haney, Al, 
4 


Haynes, Joe, Coliseum T., Tulsa, Okla. 


Hays. Bill. Cathay Tea Garden, Phila, 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 139th St.. N. Y. C. 


Henderson, Gordon, Palace H., 3. F. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henry, Tal, c-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 
N;.¥..@. 

Herberveaux. J.. NBC, 130 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago. 

Hirabak, A., 1128 Geettman S&t., Pitts- 
burgh. 


Hilliker, Bun Lighthouse B. R., Compton, 


Calif. 
Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Cal. 
Hoagland, Everett, Geo. Olsen C., Culver 
City, Calif. 


: Hobbs. Frank, BSt. 
8. 
Hoffman, Earl, 
Hoffman, L. G., 
Hogan, Tweet, 
Hogan, Bill, 
Ariz. 

Hollowell, B., 
Del. 


Catherine H., Catalina 


Maralago C., Chi. 

78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Chanel Lake, Ill. 
Arizona-Biltmore, Phoenix, 


Strand D. H., Wilmington, 
Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N. Y. C. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H.,, N. Y. C. 
Hoagland, Everett, Geo. Olsen fe Culver 
City, Cal. 
Hopkins, Claude, 
oth. &t., N. ¥. C. 
Housten, Chas., 
Howard, Harold, Canyon Hotel, 
stone. 
Howard, Tex, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Hueston, nie de 1658 B'way, N. za C, 
anv J. W., Coronado H., San Diego, 
~al. 
Hyde, Alex., c-o- Wm. Morris, 1560 B' way. 
oS 


‘ # 
I 
Waukesha 


Roseland B, B’way and 
Monmouth Beach C..,. 


Yellow- 


Illini Serenaders, 
waukee, Wis. 
Imperial Marimba, American House, Bos- 


Beach, Pe- 


ton. 

pe Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington, 
» Wake 

Irving, E., Lyceum T., New Britain, 
Conn. 


Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

Iula, Felice. Rivoli T., Baltimore. 
Iula, Ruffino, City _ Bd., Baltimore. 


Jackson’s Jazz, 18 Chestnut St., 
ville. N. Y. 

James, Harry, El Capitan T., Hollywood. 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Aye., N. Y. C. 


Glovers- 


on H., 475° Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 
Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N. x. Cc. 
Jockers, Monro, 1430 N. Benton Way, 
. A. 
Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Dwight, Multnomah H., Port- 
land, Ore. 
Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 


Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave. Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce's Syn., 915-17 Walnut S8t., 
Philadelphia. 

Jordan; Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones, Isham, Elitch Gardens, Denver. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon B8t., Jack- 
son, Mich. 

Joy, Jimmy, Brown Hotel, Louisville. 
Joyce, Jerry, KFWB, Hollywood. 


K 


Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chi. 

Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, * J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way,. N. Y. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Katz, Al, Hollywood R., N.Y. c. 
Kaufman, W., 28 ON, 10th St., Lebanon, 


a. 
Kayser, Joe, Dreamland B. R., Chicago. 
Kay, Herbie, Aragon B., Chi. 
Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 
teen Ross E., 22 Gold St, Freeport, 
: eee Lame R., 4115 Sist st., Woodside, 


Kelly, Harry, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Kelly, Paul, Lido C., 8S. F, 

Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland. 
Kcnnets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Kenin, Frank, Lotus fsle. Portland, Ore. 
okenin. Herman, Fox's B'way, Portland, 
re. 

Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Kerr, Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
Kestner, Jos., N. B. “4 Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr., Chi. 
‘ Keystone Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
ro 

King, Hermie, Oakland T., Oakland, Cal. 
King’s Melody, 68 Mueller St., Bingham- 
Pe A . 
Kirkpatrick, Ed, St. Francis H., 8. F. 
Klein, Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 


Ark. 
Kline, M., 5456 Spruce 8t., Pamoaeiytte. 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., anta. 


Knickerbocker Club, Berks Contr Trust 
Bldg., Reading, Pa. 

Knights of Rhythm, 20 Meadow &8t.. 
Amsterdam, N. Y. 

Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kogen, Harry, e-o NBC, 222 No. Bank 
Dr.. Chi. 

Kosloff, Lou, Loew's State T., L. A. 


Kezals, Jim, Station WCFL, Chicago. 


sem Walt, 847 Claremont Bidg.. 
Krueger, Art, Wisconsin H., Milwaukee. 
Krumhols, 


G., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mags. 


Kyser, Kay, Bamboo G., Cleveland. 
Kyte Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 
a * 
Lagasse, F. 6518 Merrimac &t., 
Mass. 
Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lampe, Del., NBC, Merchandise Mart, 
222 No. Bank Dr., Chicago. 
Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 
Lang, Henry, Baker H., Dallas. 
Lange, Arthur, RKO- Pathe Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 


Lowell, 








prem ee :~ = Se See, Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
rayson, ° sev ee ywood. Lanin, » 3 
Green, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C.,/N. Y. _— OO SES, CP Matias Ave. 
Chicago. Laughtner, Harris, 8t. Franc . 
mee Billy, 1002 Main St.. Davenport.  eceeetataen Harry, Casley a , BE 
a. 
Grosso, Paul, Arlington H., Colorado Leftwich, a. Oceanic H, Wrightsville 
Springs, Col. Beach, N. 
Guanette, Lou. 16 St. Angelo St... Quebec. Lehman, Ai. White City B. R., Chicago. 
Guren, Tom. Bal Tabarin, 8. F. leonard Harold. Windsor H., Montreal. 
Gurnick, Ed.. 86 Reynolds Ave., Provi- Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., ‘New Haven. 
dence. Levitow. Berrard Commodore H., N.Y.C. 
Gunsondorfer, W., Guernewood, Cal. Lido Orch., Suite se roew Blig., Wash- 
Gutterson. M.. Valencia T., Baltimore. ington, D C. 
H T.opez. Vincent. St. Regis H.. N. Y. C. 
TAtt, Neil, Mirador B. R., Phoenix, Ariz 
Haas Alexander, 254 W. 76th St., N. Y. C./] St.. Chi. 
Haines, ““Whitey.”’ Tavern’ Ina, 188 N. Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y. C. 
Bend St., Pawtucket, R. I. Long, Dick. Murtis H., Minneapolis. 


Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va. 

Lowry, Ed., Audubon T., N, Y. C, 
Lowe, Sel, Manchester T., A, 
Loye, Stan, Mammoth H., Yellowstone. 
Ludwig, C. ‘Zaza,’’ 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 
Luse, Harley, Wilson's B. R., L. A. 
Lyman, Abe, Fox T., Brookly yn, N. Y. 
Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita St., Dallas. 


Macdonald, Rex, Coilseum, St. Peters- 
burg. 
Mack, Austin, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 


Mack, Dave, Paris Inn, L. A. 


Major, F. J., 3007 3d St., Ocean Park, 
Cal. 

Makins, Eddie, LeClaire C., Chi. 
Maloney, R. B., 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 
“a Bros., Pacific Garden, Long Beach, 
al 

me whee Al 807 N. Francis, Madison, 
peerauree H., 346 Knight St., “Reading, 


ia Joe, Itallan Village, L. A. 


Mareh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H., Pittsburgh. 
Marinaro John, Beaux Art C., 30 W. 
40th St.. N. Cc. 


Martin, Fred: Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Martin, Slim, Pantages T., Hollywood. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., "Rochester. 


Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Masters, Frank, Tivol! T., Chicago. 
Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Division, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. 

oT Eddie, 80 Crooke Ave., Brooklyn, 


McCoy, Clyde, 
McDowell, 
Milwaukee. 


Terrace Garden R., Chi. 
Adrian, Town & Country C., 


McEnelly, E. J., 96 Sylvan St., Spring- 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
McGowan, Loos, c-o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
Bway, N. <a 

McIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 


McIntire, Lani, 
McVeas, I. S., 


KMTR, Hollywood. 
1221 E. 33d St., L. A. 


Meek:>:>, Bob, College Inn, Sherman H., 
Chi, 

Melia, Wm., $1 Edwin S8t., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., Memphis. 
Meo, Jimmy, Colosimos, Chicago. 


Messenger. Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Merrick, Mahlon, c-o N. B. C., San Fran- 


cisco. 

Meyer, M. F., 926 Brosdway, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

Meyer, Oscar, 4529 Camac St., Phila- 
delphia. 


Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., dane 

Meyers, Louis Horn’'s D. H., L. 

Meyers, Vic, Trianon B. R., ‘seatite. 

Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 

Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 

Miller, N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea, 
Mass. 

Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 


a 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
fass. 
Mills,, hind 786 Fayette St., Cumber- 
land, 
Minich, Ed., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, Pa 


Mitchel, Al, Olympia T., New Haven. 
Molino, Carlos, Ambassador, M., In Ao 
Moore, Carl, Le Salle H., Chi. 
Moore, Lew, Venice B. R., Venice, 
Moore, Tom, Solomon's B. R., L. 
Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., S. 
kn paeats V., 3137 10th Ave. 8., Minneap- 

olis 
Murtal, Fred, Oriental T., Detrolt. 
Moana H., Walkiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 

wall. 
N 


Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’s 

Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
het pane Nick, 3150 24th St., Astoria, 


Neibauer, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chi. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Palace T., New Haven. 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred, U. A. Studio, Holly- 


wood. 
Bob Fisher T., Detroit. 
8. F. 


Cal. 


B. f., Seattle. 


Nolan, 
Norman, Jess, KPO, 


O’Brien, Tom, 
Lake, N. Y. 
Octavet Orc., 
SS 


Saranac Laxe H., Saranac 
80 Duffield St., Brooklyn, 


O’Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Il. 

Olsen, George, Richman C., N. Y. C. 

Oppenheim W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
ag; anes Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica. 


Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake,, O. 

Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 
Osborne, Will, 1650 Broadway, mS. Ge 
Owen, Frank. Merry Garden B. R., Chi. 


P 


Paso, George C., noe, S. 

Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, 

Palemar, Dan, Black Cat x. = ¥. ¢. 
Palmqulist. Ernie, Eagle B- R, Milwaukee. 
Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North St., 
Indianapolis. 

Pasternack!, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 
Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave. .. Boston. 
Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 
— Orch., Monmouth St., Newport, 


Pernt, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
Peterson, Art, Trout- dale-in-the-Pines, 
Evergreen, Colo. 
he hee Doc, New Kenmore H., Albany, 


a B., Tivol! T., Michigan City, 
tes Piette Orch., 1842 Palmette Ave., To- 
Philbrick’ @ Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store, 


Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind 


Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Can. 


Pollock, Ben, Ship Cafe, Waukeshaw, 
Mich, 
Pometti, V. D., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 


Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. A. 
Pontrelli, Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 
Cal. 

Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 

Prince, G., King War Lo R., Detroit. 


Pullen, R. E., 1865 Sellers St., Frankford, 
Phila. 
Q 
Quaw, Gene, Cosmopolitan H., Denver. 
R 
Ralston, Jack, Station WOL, Washing- 
ton. . 
Ranaell. Art, Fontsnello H., Omaha. 
Radin, Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 
Cal. 
Rapee, Erno, NBC, 711 7th Ave., N. Y. C. 
Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham Ave., Council 
Plufts, Ia. 


Reisman, Leo, Mayfair C., Boston. 
Renard, poggees, c-e CBS, 485 Madison 


Avre., N. 
Reser, Harry. 148 W. 46th St.. N. Y¥. C. 


Rhythm Makers, Pacific Coast Cl., Long 
Riythm Roamers. care Chas. Mack, De- 
troit. 

Ricct. Aldo, ciits-Cariten B.. co v. © 
Rich, Fred, B. N. 





— 
Risso, Vincent, Sylvania i., 


on eae Pen eS Patle. 
Ma n, ommodore’ ) a Lowel 


Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St., 
Robinson, Johnny, Olympic it, wedttin he. 
Radriguez, Joa., KFI, —. 


Roesner; Walt, Fox T., San Fran eco, } 
Rhode, Karl. Loew's Orpheum, ere { 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
melts, B.A. AD LW: orth St... N.Y. Gg, 

omanelli, I., ng Edward it., 

Rose, Irv., Statler H., St. LL. Toroate, 
Rossman, Harold, Bagdad C., Mia 

seas ar a 306 W. 14th Se, NT 
oyal Canadians, Mayfi , 

Beach. Fila. ee ee 
Royal Novelty Six, Station W 

cago. 3 —* 


Russell, B., King Cotton H., @ 

Russell, Jack, Casino Moderne c. ch 
Russo, Dan, Canton Tea Gardens, Chie 
cago. 


Sabin, Paul, Delmonico C., N. Y. c 
Sagerquist, Eric, Station WIPO, Chicaga, 
Sands, P., 2165 rome gt ns Ave., B'klya, 
Santaella, Salvatore, KTM, L. A. 
Santrey, Henry, Beacon Tr. x. ¥. C. 
Schara, C. F.. 624 Bway. Buffalo, N. ¥, 
Schill, J.. Arcadia B. R.. N. Y. C. . 


Schubert, Ed.. 34 Arthur 8t.. Law 
Mass. — 
chumiski, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicage, 
— U. J., 819 Court St... Fremont, 
Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kan 
City, Mo. - 
Scott, L. W.. 800 Dilbert Ave.. Springs 
fleld, O. 
ae Frank, 254 President St.. B’klym 
Seiger, Rudy, Fairmont H., S. F. 
Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash. 
Selvin, Ben, c-o Col. Recording, 55 5th 
Ave. 
Setaro, A.. Granada T., S. F. 
Severi, Gino, Pig N W histle C, Hollywood, 
Sheffers. H. C.. Wilbur's, Taun‘on., Mase 
Shelton, Geo.. Olympia H.. Seattle. 
Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 
Siani, Joe oO Sa Be 


Sidell, Curtiss, Marcell C., Altadena. 
Silverman, D., Missouri! T., St. Louis, 
Silvester, Johnny. Spanish B. R., Seatt'a 


Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, Sout& 
Bend, Ind. 

Simons Seymour, 1504 BY’ way, Detroit, 
Singer, Sylvester, Pismarck H., Chi. 


Singer, Lou, BonTon B. R., Ocean Park, 


Cal. 
Sissle, Noble, Pk. Central H.; N. Y. C 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washingtoa, 


ite 
Smith, Beesley, Rosemont B., B’klyn. 
Smith, Jabbo, Show Boat C., Chi 


Smith, Rollin, Hollywood A. Ga Hollye 
wood. 

pantie, 8., 190 W. Buchtel Ave., Akrom 
Ohio. 


Sorey, Vincent, CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
a. 


Spector, Irving. WOKO, Albany, N. Y. 
Spielman, M.. Moulin Rouge C., B’kiya. 
Spitalny. H. Leopold, Cuenge 2 Chi. 
Spitalny, Phil, N. B. C., N. Y. 

Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston S.. Bklya. 
Spolidoro J., Boos Bros. C., L. A; 

St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward &., 
Windsor, Canada 


St. Louls Kings, 1288 FE. 96th St., B’klys, 
Stafford H., 911 Sumner St., Lincola, 
Neb. 

Stafford, Jesse, Palace H., S. F. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Ame 
tonilo, Tex. 


Stark, Ferdinand, Curran T., S. F. 
Steiner, Max, Radio Studio, Hollywood. 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 
Stern, Harold, St. Moritz H., N. Y. C. 


Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave ¢ 
Boston. 
Stewart, Sammy, Arcadia B., N. Y. C. 


Stokes, Harold, El Torres B., Kansas City, 
Kans. 

Stoll, Geo., Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 

Stone, Marty, St. Paul H. C., St. Paul. 

Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp.¢ 


Buffalo. 
Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 
Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy St, Chicago. 


Sweeten, Claude, Golden Gate, 3. F. 
Sweeten, Owen, Sth Avenue T., Seattle. 
Sylvano, Frank, Station WIBO, Chi. 


7 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Name 
tucket, Mass. 

Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut St., Phila. 
Tellyer, Al, Guerneville, Cal. 

Tenner, Joe, L. A. T., L. A. 

Teppas, J. J., 533 Glenwood Ave.. Buffale, 


“ue Roy, Regent T., Grand Rapids 
ch. 

Thies, Henry, WLW, Cin. 

Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A., 62 W. 


Randolph, Chicago. 
Thomas, Ollie, Station WBBM, caeee. 
Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
Tileff, Andre, Surf C., Miami! Beach, Fia, 
Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bklyn. 
Tobin, John, Coffee Dan's, Chicago. 

Pr eee Lou, Casino B. R., Ocean Park, 


sy Anthony, Greenwich Village Inn, 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manches 
ter, N. H. 


Turnham, Edith, Oaks Tavern. L. A. 


U 


Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miamt, 
Unell, Davie, Alabam C. Chi. 


Vv 


Valente, Val., Marquards C., 8 

Vallee, Rudy, Pennsylvania H., 

Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson 8&t., 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Van Steedes, Peter, White’s R., N. Y. ©. 


. Fv. 
N. ¥. C. 
New 


Voorhees, Don, 825 W. 45th St., N. Y¥. @ 
Ww 
Wadsworth, Wheeler, Terrace Gardeng 


Chicago. 
Wagner, Sol, Embassy C., Chi. 
Walker, Gene, Sea Breeze Beach C., Long 
Beach, N. Y. 
Waring’s Penna, c-o J, O'Connor, 
merstein T. Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Watkins, Sam, Peabody H., 
Weber, Thos., Beverly Hills _ xe 
Hills, Cal. 
Weeks, Anson, 
Weems, Ted, 


Hame 


Memphis. 
Beverly 


Mark Hopkins H., L. & 
Rice H., Houston. 
Wendt, Geo., Roof Garden C., S. F 
Welch, Roy, Fulton-Royal, B’klyn. 
Werner, Ed, Michigan T., Detroit. 
Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave. Milwaukee. 


Wetter, Jos., 617 Adams ave., Scranto® 
Pa. 

Whidden, E4, 125 Dikeman St., Brookly® 
Wilkins, Don, West Coast T., Lond 
Beach, Cal. 

Williams, Ralph. Music Box C., Chi 
Williamson, Ted, Isle of Palms 3. 


Charleston, 8. C. 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmingtoa. 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo. 
Wilson, F., Marcell Country Club, Passe 

dena. 

Wilson, Meredith, Station KFRC, S. F. 
Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick S&. 

Hanover, Pa. 

Wineland, Sam, KFWB, Hollywood. 
Wittatein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago. 
Wofe, Rube, Bouevard T., L. A. 

Wright, Joe, Silver Slipper c., 8. F. 
Wolohan, Johnny, E! Patio B. R., 8. F- 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mills Bidg.. 8. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th 8t., 


Bkiys. 
Wyle, Allister, Coronado H., st. L 





Richards. KR, Upeown Vitlese, Chil. Zz 

Rickitts. J. C.. Koaciuske. Mise. - Har 
Rines. Joe, Elks H.. Boston. . Ze 's Arabiem Knights, Keego 
Ritteabaud. J.. U. Artiste T.. Detreit. ts ber, lace, Mich. ~ 
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MUSIC—-NITE CLUBS 





= 


A. F. of M.’s Tieup with 
Dailies for Exploitive 
Concerts in Stores 


Temporarily discontinuing its ad- 
yertising propaganda to eradicate 
eanned musie and bring back living 
musicians, the American Federation 
of Musicians will this month try a 
new plan toward the same end 
which wil involve tie-ups with 
about 100 newspapers throughout 
the country. 

These will involve free concerts 
in local stores. The musicians will 
be supplied gratis by the A. F. M. 
local. The store will advertise in the 
local newspapers. For this, during 
the time the orchestra is playing in 
the stores, the newspaper runs a 
supplement, from one to three pages. 
on living music, The band also 
comes in for publicity in the dailies. 

A. F. M. during the past two 
years spent over $1,200,000 in adver- 
tising propaganda to bring. back 
living music. It used 685 newspa- 
ners, about 12 magazines and 
eral trade papers. 

The union claims a 





sev - 


membership 


ef 3,300,000 in its Music De‘ense 
League through voluntarily signed 
eoupons printed in the advertise- 


ments. 


Cleveland B. R.’s’ Band 
Fight No Biz Help 


Cleveland, Jan. 4. 

Following a _ price-cutting feud, 
rival dance halls are trying to cut 
each other’s fhroats by starting a 
band-booking war. Spots that used 
to keep a band for two to feur 
weeks now have become one week 
stands in order to get fresh names 
with bigger drawing power. But 
business not increasing much. 

Greystone has booked Ace Prigode 
for Jan. 9, succeeding Tal Henry, 
with Paul Tremaine ‘slated for Jan. 
30. Huske O'Hare opens at Crystal 
Slipper and Teddy Black at Golden 
Pheasant. 


N. 0. Clubs in Red 


New Orleans, Jan. 4. 

Club Forest and Suburban Gar- 
dens were both in the red during 
December, despite their use of name 
bands and are putting in girls in an 
effort to draw back the business. 

Suburban started the idea with a 
dozen girls and the Club Forest, its 
rival, marked its New Year's event 
by putting in 20 lookers for a floor 
show. 

If the girls click, they stay, other- 
wise a race is on to think of some- 
thing else. December was first red 
showing at either place. 





Rockwell Agenting 


Thomas G. Rockwell, head of the 
Brunswick artist bureau, is leaving 


the disc company this week. Up to 
yesterday (4) no successor was 
mentioned. 


Rockwell is going into the agency 
business for himself. 





Pollock in Wis. 

Ben Pollock's orchestra, under 
contract to CBS, goes into the Ship 
Cafe, Waukesha, Wisconsin, Jan. 
14 for an indefinite engagement. 
Pollock is now at the Lowry Hotel. 
St. Paul. 

Band will get a CBS wire from 
the Ship Cafe. 





Aaronson-Arnheim Exchange 
Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Gus Arnheim and Irving Aaronson 
Switch spots next week. Former is 
currently at the Club Forest, New 

rleans, while Aaronson has been 
at the Winter Garden here since its 
October opening 

Aaronson's atay in N. O. is limited 


to six weeks, with Jan. 12 the open- 
ing date, 
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What L.A. Sent East 





Willie Raskin, president of 
the Rocky Mountain Song- 
writers’ Association, denies 
that he came to New York for 
the purpose of muscling in on 
the Adirondack Mountain 
Songwriters’ Association. 


Raskin says he couldn't if 
he wanted to because he 
doesn’t know how to _ spell 
Adirondack. 











VICTOR TURNED DOWN 


Publishers Rules Reyalty Cut On 
Long Discs 

Vietor’s proposal to the publishers 
for the latter to cut their royalties 
on the Victor long running dises 
was refused by the publishers. Vic- 
tor desired a sliding scale to be de 
termined according to the list pric 
of the record and which would 
amount to about a 3e royalty on its 
$1.50 long runnirg record. 





The publishers now .eceive 2c pe 
song as royalties for every sone 
used on the long running discs. 
With this averaging about six 
songs on the $1.50 disc, Victor is 
now paying a 12c royalty on thes« 
dises, 


Victor will shortly make anothe 


proposal to the publishers. 


Cuban Union Protests 


29. 
foi 
Mu 


Dec. 
is in 


Havana, 
The National Casino 
some trouble with the Cuban 
sicians Union on account of 
porting the Freedman Orchestra t 
alternate with Don Azpiazo’s. 
Upon arrival, the American mu- 
sicians were detained in Immigra- 
tion, but released when some big 
shot pulled the necessary strings. 


The Union has engaged thre 
lawyers here and is aiming to maké« 
the Casino pay the $1,000 per mar 
indemnity specified by the Cuban 
laws for importing musicians. 

This fight comes up every yea) 
but now the Union seems set to ge 


through with it. 





German Music Cut 


Leipzig, Dec. 24. 

The general management of Ger- 
man Booksellers’ Associations at 
Leipzig has ruled that under the 
fourth emergency decree as inter- 
preted by the Ministry for Econom- 
ics, all objects sold by bookshops 
are liable to price reduction. 

All objects in question, books, 
music, ete., published in Germany 
before June 1, 1931, have to be sold 
with at least a 10% cut compared 
to prices prevailing June 30, 1931. 
Reduction is effective Jan. 1. 





SANTREY AT BEACON 


Henry Santrey’s orchestra goes 


into the Beacon, New York, for a 
run, beginning January 8. 
Art Landry's orchestra is cur- 


rently there. 


CAFE DE ALEX 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 
Heir-aprs:<nt to the old Samova: 
Cafe that flourished about seven 





years ago this brard new spot is 
number two for Alexis, former 
headwaiter at the Samovar. He's 


been very successful with a smaller 
place, still operating, on the near 
northside. Some of the old high- 
backed Russian chairs of the Sam- 
ovar are in evidence here although 
the motif is otherwise Spanish. 
Location at Clark and Randolph 
is the mathematical centre of Chi- 
cago night lice It's a corner that 
has gone somewhat shabby despite 
its heart-of-everything advantage. 
Alexis took over the old Bamboo 
Inn, chowmeinery that had been ex- 
piring by slow leakage for years 
Bamboo was honkey-tonkey, down- 


at-heel, and marked for the auc- 
tioneer. 

Entirely done over plainly but 
tastefully with a suggestion of 
Spain and the orchestra labelled 
Castillians (sue ‘em if they’re not) 


the renovated Cafe de Alex started 
off briskly. 
tine 


A following established on 
northside, and a reputation, is an 
asset of real value here. Kitchen 
seemed poorly organized, however 
as the food and service was not uf 
to the standards of the original. Or 
if Alex is cheating because of the 
transient location it’s unwise. It’) 
boomerang. True, food conniosseurs 


don’t usually patronize cabarets yet 
the fact remains in Alex’s case the 
food, not the tiny dance floor or the 
indifferent hokey-pokey orchestr: 
was the attraction. 

Some floor acts mentioned bu‘ 
not Visible for the dinner guests. 


f} U 


im- | £2 
profit 








| two years ago by E. C. 
| ously 


All Radio Music 
Subsids Back to 
Original Owners 


Plans are completed for all the 
publishing houses which comprise 
Radio Music to take back their own 
firms. According to report, the 
deal will be consummated this 
week, 

tadio Music consists of 
Carl Fischer, Davis, Coots & 
ind Boosey-Hawks. Latter 
English publishing house. Radio 
Music owns 51% of each with ex- 
ception of Davis, Coots & Engel, in 
which it holds 83%% 

Radio Music will disband entirely 
it is reported, without retaining any 
music subsid, as it was previously 
said it might do. 

Although the basis for the trans- 
actions, whereby each of the orig- 





Feist, 
Engel 


is an 


| inal owners of the respective com- 


panies regains control, has not been 
it is reported the publish- 
ers will re-purchase their stock now 
being held by Radio Music. 


divulged, 


Ed. Bitner, head of Feist, is com- 
pleting arrangements for this plan 
with the Feist estate. When the 


deal is completed, Rocco Vocco, pro- 
fessional manager of Feist and now 
holding a minor interest in the com- 
pany, will get a large share of stock, 
enough to make him the third larg- 
est stockholder in Feist. 

tadio Music was premoted about 
Mills, previ- 
chairman of the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association. The 
companies ran deep in the red the 
first year, Feist alone losing about 
$. 20,000, but Carl Fischer making 
some money on a few hits. Fischer's 
wasn’t enough to offset the 
of the other subsids. 


osses 


E. C. Mills, after this deal has 
been consummated, will continue 
with NBC in a capacity not yet 


determined, 


MORRIS ALSO DEMOTED, 





‘REFUSES CLASS D CHECK 





| to 





Morris Music was lowered 
from Class C to Class D by the 
\merican Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers at the last 
meeting of the board of directors. 

Like Robbins, also lowered to 
Class D, but from Class A, Morris 
refused to accept the quarter-an- 
nual check sent the firm by the 
American Society. Check for Class 
D members cmounts to $1,000 per 
cuarter. 

Morris sent the check back to the 
American Society and will dispute 
the action, 


Joe 





EDITOR-BROADCASTER 


Charles B. Driscoll, editor of the 
McNaught Syndicate, is engaged for 
the General Motors’ Frigidaire 
broadcasts on NBC beginning Feb. 
1. Driscoll will be on thrice week- 
ly 64 times, 

Driscoll will also make 64 radio 
dises of each of the NBC broad- 
easts for Sound Studios. 

Beside Driscoll, a 12-piece 
chestra, led by Barney Hirsch, 
be used by G.M. 


or- 
will 





Fast Freight Makes Grade 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

General Mills last week came 
through with a 52-week renewal on 
its Gold Medal Fast Freight pro- 
gram over CBS, although the cur- 
rent year’s contract has another 
month to go, No changes in the 
station hookup or the type of show 
are contemplated, 

Program, made up of a studio 
combo, an organist and 2 male 
quartet, originates in Minneapolis. 


HERE AND THERE 





Fritzi White, formerly with CBS, 
idded to George Hall's orchestra for 
ocals, 


Ida Warshauer, formerly with 
Sherman-Clay, now with Brockman 
Schenck, 


Cc. 
“x 





Johnny Hamp’s band goe: into the 
took-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, next 
week, 





Johnny Johnson’s band opens at 
the Embassy Club, Miami Beach, 
‘an. 16 for the season. 





Dave Kent, of Witmark’s band 
and orchestra department, switches 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gum?le 


a 














10 Best Selers 


Ten best sellers for the month 
according to 
survey, are: 

Night Sweetheart’ 


of December, 
‘Variety's’ 
‘Good 
(Robins). 
‘Faded Summer Love’ (Feist). 
‘You Try Somebody Else’ 
(DeSylva). 


Call Me Darling’ 


(Sanily). 


‘Home’ (Marlowe). 

*Time on My Hands’ ( Miller). 

‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 
(FF reed- Powers). 

‘One More Kiss, Then Good 
Night’ (Joe Morris). 

‘Save the Last Dance for Me’ 
(Feist). 

‘All of Me’ (Berlin). 











GROFE’S BENEFIT CONCERT 


With 70 Pieces at Manhattan, N. Y., 
For Unemployed Musicians 


The first benefit specifically for 


the unemptoyed musicians of New 
York will be given at the Manhattan 
theatre Sunday night (31). There 
will be an crehestra of 7@ first chair 
men, under the conductorship of 
Ferde Grofe, given the billing ol 
‘the ghost writer of jazz’. Grofe 
has been associated with Paul 


Whiteman for the past dozen years. 

Event will be sponsored by CBS 
and the radio names of that sys- 
tem are carded toe go on during the 
three-hour concert, which will be 
placed on the air coast-to-coast. 
The entire proceeds ‘vill be han- 
dled by local 802, New York musi- 
cians union, which cordially accepts 
the benefit, the idea being proposed 
by James F. Gillespie. The Man- 
hattan will relight week pre- 
vious to the concert with Vincent 
Youmans’ musical, ‘Smilin’ Through’ 

Paul Whiteman and his band are 


the 


also slated to give a musicians 
benefit concert at the Metropolitas 
Feb. 28, at which Rudy Vallee will 
be a guest conductor. It will be 
sponsored by NBC. 


Ellinston at $5,500 


Duke Ellington's band plays two 
weeks for Publix at the New York 


and Brooklyn Paramounts begin- 
ning Feb. 5. Ellington plays the 
first week at the New York Para- 
mount and the second at Brooklyn 

Colored band will get $5,500 per 
week for the two weeks. 





Music Stock Suit 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Mrs. Ella Bush is suing for the 
recovery of $5,000 she invested in 
the stock of Hollywood Music Co., 
owned by Albert Von Tilzer, R. L. 
Rust and J. McQuilkin. 


Mrs. Bush claims the deal was 
fraudulent with herself the only 


stockholder, 


DEPT. STORE STATIONS 
Two of Cincinnati's leading de- 
partment stores assumed com- 
mercial background of radio sta- 
tions Jan. 1. WkKRC, located in the 
Hotel Alms, is now announced ts 
the H. & S. Pogue Company's sta- 
tion and WCKY, in Covington, Ky., 
opposite Cincy, is identified as the 

Mabley and Carew sens itpnee 


MILLS’ BAND IN CLUB 
Mills’ Blue Rhythm Band will be 
in the Cotton Club for 11 weeks be- 
ginning this Thursday, during which 
time Cab Calloway’s orchestra will 








and the salary-c 








BAD OMEN FOR 


NAMES IN CHI 
BOOKING? 


Chicago, Jan. 4, 
Clarence Wheeler, an inknown 
nusical arranger, has been hired by 
\Iusiec Corporation of America to 
d a pick-up orchestra 20 men 
for: the Maytag washing machine 


radio program. Series of broadcasts 
Jan. 11. 


Wheeler's appointment has created 


staris 


quite a buzz locally. It is the first 
time MCA has departed from its 
tradiiional policy of championing 


Several 
Chicago 


only. 
now 


organized bands 


‘name’ bandsmen in 


and without radio accounts consid- 
ered the p'acing of an obscure 
musicizn on so important pro- 
gram as a poor omen for 1932. 
Drying up of the one-nighters 


utting ideas of hotel 
and men generally has 
the names worried about the future 
Especially g! is the outlook for 
those dance orchestras not 
equipped for theatrical engage- 
ments. Failure to get a break on 
the radio is disheartening at 
this time. 


ballroom 
oo ny 


ace 


most 


NBC Okays Fitzgerald’s 
2 Wks. with Paderewski 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

After turning him down on the 
grounds that it would establish a 
bad precedent, NBC's New York 
execs at the eleventh hour okayed 
the request of L. J. Fitzgerald, 
manager of the NBC Artists Ser- 
vice here, for a leave of absence to 
tour with Paderews!:i. Fitzgerald 
left for New York yesierday to 
greet the pianist on his arrival 
from Europe today (/). 

Leave ticket is limited to two 
weeks, the chain execs figuring that 


this will allow ample time for Fitz- 
gerald to get the Paderewski con- 
cert tour smoothly launched and to 
break in a substitute manager. It 
will be the first Paderewski Amer- 
ican concert jaunt in about 10 years 
that Fitzgerald hasn't seen through 
from start to finish. Prior to his 
taking over the direction of the net- 
work’s local booking office, Fitz- 
gerald’s experience in the amuse- 
ment business had been confined to 
that particular field. 

During Fitzgerald's absence, Rob- 
ert Kendall is filling in as bureau 
manager. 


Pathe Off Musi 
Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
Pathe’s music department was 
abandoned with the transfer of the 


company to Radio. 
Arthur Lange and Ernest Klap.- 
holz among those let go. 


— 


MILLS BETTER 


Irving Mills is recuperating from 
his four weeks’ siege of rheumatism 
He expects to be back at work 
next week. 

Mills will leave 
shortly to rest up. 


for Permude 





SAM FOX LAID UP 


Sam Fox, head of Sem Fo. Musie, 


play for Publix. Calloway opens | is laid up in a New York hotel with 
this Friday at the Metropolitan. |a broken leg. 
Boston. Publisher broke the limb in an 
Ada Ward will be at the Cotton | accidental fall while at his home 
Club with the Blue Rhythm band. in Cleveland last week. 
sb a tae 





Leading Orchestras Directory 








| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 
And His SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 
Incorporated 
Just finished 20 sensational weeks at Hotel 
Gibson and WLW, Cincinnati, Chie 


Now En Reute Ohio 
Theatres and Ballrooms 


Fer Open Time Address 
Palace vaestre ope Cincinnati 





40! 








JACK CRAWFORD 


“THE CLOWN PRINCE OF 3422’ 
and His ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING 
Warner Bros. Station KFWB 
Hollywood, Calif. 








| MAX FISHER | 


AND HIS” CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIVON ‘AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bidg.. New York 


gg TED LEWIS any 


JAN. 1, TIVOLI, CHICAGO _ 
Exclusive Cotambian Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Personal Repreventative 
# AAKOLD GIUM. - 
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TYRONE POWER DEATH 
DUE TO HEART SPASM 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 

Tyrone Power, 62, who recently 
came out here under a film con- 
tract, died Dec. 30 following a suéd- 
den heart attack. His son, Tyrone 
Power, Jr, Was with him, but his 
daughter, Anne, was in Cincinnati 
with her mother, Patia Power, 

Born and educated in England, 
Mr. Power came to America in 1885 
and purchased an orange grove in 





Florida with the intention of set- 
tling down. His first crop failed 


and he returned to the stage. Vet- 
eran actor was here to play in ‘The 
Miracle Man,’ for Paramount. 





Tremelli, Opera Singer, 
Passes in Rochester 


Olga Tremelli, 46, who gained 
eonsiderable reputation for operatic 
appearances in England. and central 
Europe, died in Rochester, N. Y., 
Dec. 29, of a heart.attack. 

Shé came to the United States 
shortly after the i War and‘ about 
four years ago married Frances 
Jones, of Rochester, and left the 
stage to teach voice. She also was 
a painter. 

Born in Austria,'she was granted 
the title of Countess of Konopassek 
by that government. 





Herman G. Joslin 


Herman G. Joslin, 43, widely 
known in the Rockford, Hil. com- 
munity as a stock. actor, but lately 
employed in El Paso, Ill., as a sales- 
nan, died near the Camp Grant 
railway depot the morning of Dec. 
22. Death was due to monoxide gas 
inhalation. 

Joslin was found 
the car. Holes had been bored in 
the exhaust heater to permit the 
gas to enter the car. Joslin had 
appeared with several Shakespear- 
ian companies and was associated 
with the Rockford Theatre Players. 
His widow and two daughters in 
Rockford survive. 


unconscious in 





Bert J. Vought 


Bert J. Vecught, for several dec- 
ades motion picture owner and 
operator in St. Charles and Prince- 
ton, lll. died suddenly Dec. 28 in 
his home in Princeton. 

He was associated with William 
L. Pracht 20 years in management 
of the Idle Hour theatre, St. Charles, 
and the West Chicago theatre. 

Two sisters and a brother survive. 


Ps 4 





BENJ. LOWENTHAL 
Rochester, N. Y.. Jan. 4. 
Benjamin Loewenthal, 56, pioneer 
in scoring music for pictures, died 
at his home here last week. 
* At one time he was accompanist 
for Susan Tompkins, violin soloist 
with Sousa’s Band} and before that 
had accompanied Maud Powell and 
Emilio De Gorgoza. Coming to 
Rochester in 1910,: he was musical 
director of the Gordon theatre and 
then the Regorson Corp., which con- 
trolled the Gordon, Regent and Pic- 
cadilly. He retired soon after the 
advent of talking fitms. 


FRANK JONES 


Frank Jones, 85, natiye of Lisbon, 
O., old time minstrel and character 
actor, died recently at his home in 
Baden, Pa., following a lingering 
iliness. Jones, who retired in 1917, 
after his wife died, made several 
world tours. 

His wife was known profession- 
ally as Lillie Walton. 





Veteran Quartet Man Dies 
Chicago, Jan. 4. 
Matthew Healy, 62, tenor in sev- 
eral oldtime vaude quartets, died 
suddenly at his home here Dec. 25. 


Death was attributed to heart 
failure. 

Two of the better-known har- 
mony teams in which Healy sang 


tenor were the Tuxedo Four and the 
Orpheus Comedy Four. Only survi- 
wer is his wife, Loie McTaaffee. 
Burial i. Mount Greenwood ceme- 
téry here Dec, 28. 





Leonore McDonough 


Leonore McDonough, singing in 
Concerts abroad the past tHree 
years died in Paris Dec. 23. Body 
48 been sent to Cincinnati). ber 
‘ome, fox interment: eee ee 
_ Miss McDonough had. heen. in 
Vaudeville and opere is ‘in’ “this 


Ountry, 


“'St@PS ad three® brothers. 


She is survivéa wymnree™ 





LIONEL POWELL DEAD 


Preumente Takes Noted British 
impresario at 54 





| —— 

i London Dec. 26, 

; Lionel Powell,. 54, musical im- 
presario, died here Dec. 23 after 


a short. illness. Deceased was a 
director of London Symphony Or- 
chestra concerts and the Royal Al- 
bert Hall Sunday concerts, 
being connected with 
others. 

Actual cause of death was pneu- 
monia, culiminating in an opera- 
tion for duodenal ulcer, 

In his day, Powell had 
for many command performances 
before royal housés of Austria, Rus- 
sia, Belgium, Germany, in addition 
to the English Court. The artists 
under his direction included. the 
stars of the day, including Caruso, 
Chalipin .and Kubelik—whom he 
took on concert tours of the United 
States, 


besides 
numerous 





Paul Lester, 
killed Jan. 3 when 


27, musician was 


he fell from the 


155th St. Viaduct to the 8th Ave. 
elevated tracks below. He was a 
bandsman and instructor in the 


trombone. 


HAY FEVER 


(Continued from page 52) 





premier house. Even so there 
more laughs than originally. 

The dextrous Noel Coward is not 
at his best in ‘Hay Fever.’ The 
Satire is not as biting as he may 
have intended it to be and had 
he spent more time in the writ- 
ing it would have been better stage 
fare. But Coward has his idiosyn- 
crasies as a playwright and once a 
script is finished he rarely tinkers 
with it. The first Coward play 
known around New York has never 
been produced. A. H. Woods pur- 
chased it from Coward when he was 
here seeking a stage engagement. 
Woods says the script has a great 
story, but needs revision, but Cow- 
ard has refused to do the job. 

‘Hay Fever’ is about a retired 

actress, Judith Bliss, her dawdling 
husband, David, a novelist, and their 
maturing children, Simon and Sorel. 
All are egotists, self-centered, rude 
and ill-mannered. At the Bliss 
home, some distance from London, 
each one of the family has invited 
a week-end guest, making a strange 
assortment of people. One curtain 
drops at tea time, all the Blisses 
sipping oblivious of the. °fact 
they haven’t served any of the 
guests. Another curtain finds Ju- 
dith slipping into the lines of a 
drama she once played in. Hus- 
band is applauding and the kids are 
in on what’s going on, but. the 
guests are bewildered and believe 
the family batty, While the latter 
are discussing pop’s latest novel at 
breakfast, the guests steal out of the 
house, freed of the boredom of the 
insufferable family. 
: The author is spoofing the profes- 
sion for its temperament, not con- 
fined to actors, but prevalent among 
the other arts, too, an idea which 
eould have been made funnier. As 
it is, confined to one set, the play 
grows tiresome. 

Mostly a British cast for the re- 
vival, whereas in the original show- 
ing American players were the rule. 
Alice Bellmore Cliffe, an ample per- 
son, who was Judith’s dresser and 
is now the servant, only one of the 
original cast noted., Constance Col- 
ier is the petulant Judith. Eric 
see teed plays the husband, with the 
redhead Betty Linley and Anthony 
Kemble-Conner appearing as their 
children. The stately Julia Hoyt 
stands out among the guests. 

MeNutt has a good idea for tour- 
ing ‘Hay Fever,’ which was called 
‘Just Ourselves’ at the first try-out. 
It will likelv be the winner on the 
road that the Philly showing indi- 
cated. what with the Coward name 


are 





and New York actors. Dee 
Columbia Wheel 
Weeks Jan. 4 and 11 

Bare Facts—Gayety, Baltimore; 11, Gay- 
etv. Washington, 

Big Fun Show—Gayety, Detroit; 11, En- 
pire, Toronto, 

Rig Rev—L. 0.: 11. Route No. 1. 
Rohemians—Lyric, Bridgeport; 11. Apollo. 
New York. ~ 
Facts and Figures—Star, Brooklyn; 11 
ca BO 

Flapper Follies—Trocadero, Philadelphia 
11. Gavety, Baltimore 

Footlight Flashes—Gayety, Brooklyn; 11. 
Trocadero, Philadelphia 

Frivolities of 1932—Howard, Boston; 11, 
En Oa 

Giggles—Central, New York; 11, Star, 
Brooklyn. ss ~ 
Girls from Follies—Hudson, Union City; 


11. Gayety, Brooklyn. 
Girls in Blue—Gayety, 
Academy. Pittsburgh. 
Hi Ho Everybod Star 
cago: 11, Gayety, Detroit. 
Hollywood Honeys—Empire, 
Orpheum, Paterson. 


Washington; 11 
and Garter, Chi- 


Newark; 11, 


Kuddling Kuties—Academy, Pittsburgh ; 
11. Cameo, Cleveland. 

London Gayety Girls—Orpheum, Pater- 
fon: 11. Hudeon, Union City. 

Nite Life in Paris—Route No. 1; 11, Em- 
pire, Newark 

Novelties of 1932-L. O.; 11, Star and 
Garter, Chicago. 


| Playin*. Atound—Garrick, St. Lovis; 11, 
Empire, Toledo. 





i wheel, 


|rangement for 


arranged 


Lehman Estate Alters Its 
View on Majestic, Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

After consistently refusing to 
consider burlesque for the _ loop 
Majestic, the Lehman estate, man- 
aging the house, is now willing to 
accept it, 

Theatre was submitted 
tal last .week to the 
whieh 1 ay take the h 
a percentage of the gross 
etock burlesque. 


CANDY GYP HALTED 


ior ren- 
ouse 


on 


Catches Up 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Candy butchers in the local bur- 
leycue houses are on the yelp fol- 
lowing the flat warnings against 
short-weighting. Warnings ema- 
nated from the local department of 
w-ights and measures, under the 
guidance of the City Sealer, Joe 
Grein. Grein, who has started an 
upheaval among grocers, men, 
dealers, etc., who have been 
short weighting in unison, started 
an investigation of the burleycue 
butchers. He discovered that most 
of them were putting the heavy 
gyp on the darling public. 

In one instance, the candy hawk- 
ers offering ‘one pound of genuine 
bon-bons,’ were actually deliver- 
ing only six ounces of chocolate- 
eoated sugar. It’s all a sob for the 
aisle runners, who claim they can't 
make any coin if they play on the 
up-and-up. 

The butches pay heavy 
candy concession, 


ice 


coal 


for the 





Vaude-Burlesque Only Is 
New Haymarket Policy 


Chicago, Jan. 4. 

Haymarket, westside burleycue 
house, now playing five stage acts, 
rotating the burleycue and vaude 
for a continuous three-hour show. 
Vaude was substituted for pictures 
since Warren Irons, operator of the 
theatre, found that the films he used 
were so old that they had already 
been seen by his prospective pa- 
trons. 

Vaude is being booked 
Danger and handled by 
Teets as resident m. c. 


BURLESQUE PINCH 


Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 

New Year's Eve performance of 
the Follies Burlesque brought ar- 
rests and $500 bail each for Tom 
Dalton, owner; Albert Lyle, man- 
ager, and Florence Drake, soubret. 

Charles are that Miss Drake ex- 
posed herself above the waist, with 
the other pinches on an indecent 
performance charge. 


FOLLIES, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 

After three months at $1 top only 
burlesk house in Southern Califor- 
nia has been forced to cut down on 
cast and scale and. import six new 
principals from the east. Advertis- 
ing a 25c top, gag is that first 18 
rows are called parquettes at 75c 
the seat. Cast shrunk from 390 
girls to 24, .15 principals to nine and 
cut the colored ensemble and band 
down. 

New show is high in dirt, off in 
stripping and low on entertaining. 
Eastern imports include Bobby 
Wilson, Jimmy Dugan, Gladys 
Clark, Flo Drake, Norma Grey and 
Jack Klein, who do little to improve 
the standard at this house. Strip- 
pers are rather apathetic and not 
plentiful. 

Show is as blue as a Swedish 
maid with Sunday off and no date; 
going past the fanny-smacking 
sta:e to:squirting water where it 
has never hit on a local stage be- 
fore. 

Only 


by Jack 








attempt at pure old-time 
burlesque, a take-off on. ‘Hamlet, 
laid an egg, and an ostrich egg at 
that. George Ball and partner, adag- 





Cassie Skow, secretary of the Hum- 
boldt County Fair association, set- 
ting exhibition dates, Aug. 29, 30, 31 
and Sept. 1. 





Pleasure Seekers—Empire, Toronto; 11 
Gayety, Buffalo 

Rumba Girls—Apollo, New York; 11, Cen- 
tral, New York. 

Silk Stocking Rev—Cameo, Cleveland; 11 
L. Oo 

Step Lively Girls—Gayety, Buffalo; 11 
Lyric. Bridgeport. 





Sugar Babies—-Plazga, Worcester, 11, Ilow- 
ard, Boston. 


Columbia | 


ar- | 


Sad Days for Aisle Boys as Law| 


George 


iosts, were a standout in a nice 
routine. They're in for the week 
Feature was ‘Aloha’ (Tiffany). 

jusiness good mats and nights 
with the new scale. 

First '32 Fair Date 
Fort Dodge, Ia... Jan. 4 

There will be a Humboldt county | 
fair in 1932. 

One of the first Iowa announce- 
ments of the new year comes from 





(Continued from page 57) 


editor of ‘Thrilling De- 
of A. L. Pines Pub- 


the new 
tective Stories,’ 
lications. 





Kenneth Hutchinson resigned as 
editor of ‘IHustrated Detective Sto- 
ries’ (Tower Pubs., and sold in the 
Woolworth stores), and is tree 
| lancing. 

Margaret Van Doren young 
| daughter of Carl Van Doren, fol- 
| lowing in the line of all the Dorens. 
| " . 

| E. Phillips Oppenheim has run 
|out of Riviera locales and has spot- 
ited his next at Sing Sing. 

Despite what the book critics saic 
about ‘Maid in Waiting,’ it’s head- 
ing the fiction best sellers. 

Evelyn Waugh has gone Farrar 


& Rinehart 
Vogue for Western full-length fic- 
tion easing off. 


Best-selling 


completely. 


books for Christmas- 


gift purposes were the dollar re- 
prints because the price tags could 
be removed, leaving no inkling of 
the price. 

Percy Loring takes Lewis I] 
Baer’s place at Boni & Boni 

‘Fortune,’ tine mazQ, has an ‘edi- 
torial secretary. 

Jack Devine ashamed to _ talk 
about his poetry. 

Charles J. Finger was born on 
Christmas Day, but didn’t come in 


a’ stocking. 


Why was Rockwell Kent’s new 
book postponed? 
Carveth Wells debunking the 


African adventure thing. 

Amita Fairgrieve now editing ‘All 
Story’ magazine. 

When better ‘confessions’ are 
written for the mags, Peggy Foldes 
says she'll write them. 


Effie McKinlay Kantor, 52, former 


Iowa newspaper woman and mag- 
azine publisher, died Dec. 26 in Des 
Moines. Death was. due to heart 


disease. 

New collaborative scribbling team 
comprises Fulton Cursler and John 
Erskine. 

Real tag of Alfred Savoir 
fred Poznanski. 

Robert L. Ripley sails soon to 
pick up some more of those ‘if you 
don’t believe it, sue me’ pieces. 

Cornell Woolrich dramatizing his 
novel, “Cover Charge.” It 
first book. 

Esther Mcynell is related to Alice 
Maynell, the famous poetess. 

Selma Robinson doesn’t publicize 
herself cnough. 


is Al- 





was his 


Richard Halliburton hasn't had 
his name in print for at least a 
month. 

Anthony Berkeley, whose new 


book is out, is secretary of the De- 
tection Club, of which most of the 
English detective and mystery story 
scribblers are members. 

Howard Southgate 
Florida. 

Gregory brothers will continue 
writing plays until they sell one. 

Faith Baldwin selling so well 
since going to Farrar & Rinehart 
that her first publisher, Dodd Mead, 
is reissuing some of her earlier 


back from 


stories, and not at reprint prices 
either. 

Reason why Doubleday, Doran 
postponed publication of Vicki 
Baum’'s new novel, “And Life Goes 
On,” is that the Book-of-the- 


Month, which wanted to send it out 
to subscribers, couldn’t give it any- 
thing earlier than a March listing. 
Hawthorne Hurst reversed the 
usual process in the case of “Chris- 
topher Comes Across.” It was first 
a play. 
' Harry Stewart back to New York. 
No drop in Bible sales last year. 


B’WAY GROSSES 


(Continued from page 53) 
Levy; name cast: highly 
in Phila: opened Monday. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller's (7th 
week) (C-£46-$3,. Among, most 
popular of season's comedies and 
among gross leaders; last week over 
$19,000, 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial (10th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). With added 
performances claimed over $46,000. 

‘Vanities,’ Carroll (20th week) (R- 








regarded 
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financially 
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IX AND HART 
ONT WANT 101 


Hollywood, 
Zack Terrell, 


igent for the 


Jan. 4, 

former general 
An an Circus 
been trying to frame a 
deal with Tom Mix and William §&. 
Hart for a three-cornered purchase 
of the bankrupt 101 Wild West. 
stili in the 
little possibility 


Corp., has 


So 
far it is talking st 
with that 
the picture stars will go into it. 

Mix, who is still under contract to 
John Ringling to appear with one 
of the Ringling shows, stated he 
had looked into the proposition but 
couldn’t see any advantage in buy- 
ing 101, as all that was left was the 
name. What equipment is in the 
winter quarters at the 101 Ranch in 
Oklahoma is pretty badly run dcwn, 
he says. 

Hart could not be 
is known that he is 


ize, 


either of 


reached, but it 
pretty well fixed 
and has no yen to troup 
trick. 
Mix Won't Tour 
Mix is contracted to Ring- 
ling, it is hardly possible he will go 
with a circus this year after com- 
pleting his six pictures for Univer- 
sal. If he makes any appearances 
under canvas it will be for only a 
week or two in key cities. 
According to Mix, the Sells-Floto 
circus will not go out this year, 
Route played by it will be taken 
over by the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
outfit. For the season’s opening in 


While 


Chicago, the S-F and H-W names 
will be combined for the Coliseum 
date. 


With the S-F and John Robinson 
shows in the barns, only the *Ring- 
ling-Barnum & Bailey, H-W and 
Barnes outfits will be on the road. 

Ringling-B. B. will play the big 
towns in the east and middle west, 
with the H-W circus moving south 
from Chicago for the middle west 
and south. Barnes show will make 
the Pacific coast and western 
states, 


CARNIVALS STARVING 
ALL OVER AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Dec. 9. 

Carnival racket non-paying prop- 
osition this season say outdoor op- 
erators. Twenty-three wet week- 
ends have the boys about ready to 
try the swimming-pool racket. 

Police are making it hard for the 
phoney game workers. Strict su- 
pervision by the special foot squad 
has just about wiped out the thim- 
ble and pea and other games of 
chance. Operators caught by the 
police get six months with no back 
chat to the judge, Suspicious char- 
acters following carnivals from 
town to town are brought before the 
court and charged under a special 
Vagrancy act. Generally good for 
12 months, 

Farm folk now do not rush to 
town when a carnival hits the dis- 
trict and fall for the old gag of the 
‘gold watch.’ They would rather go 
to the talkers once a week. 

No more does the innocent coun- 
try girl fall by the wayside after the 
departure of a carnival from her 
home town. The pictures have 
wised her up to the wicked ways 
of the werld. 

Slowly but .surely the carnival 
game is drifting into oblivion with 
no. chance of ever coming back. 
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| 2,550-$3). Probably got best money, 
| What with large capacity afd ho; - 
| day crowds, Estimated around 
! $50,000, 

| ‘Wolves,’ 49th Street (1st week) | 
| (D-700-$2.50). Presented independ- 
ently. (Maurice Schwartz); “opens 
Wednesday (6). 

| Other Attractions 

| ‘Electra,’ Selwyn; aneient Greek 
; drama revived for special matinees; 
; opens Friday (3). 

| ‘lolanthe,’ Erlanger’s revival; 
; opened Monday. 

| ‘Fata Morgana,’ Royale: revival. 

| ‘it Never Rains,’ New Yorker; re- 
,; vis al. | 

| Corneiia Otis Skinner, Lyceum: 
final week. 


} ‘Little Women’ and 
lrevivials and 
|last Saturday. 
‘The Lancashire Lass,’ 
}reviyal, twice nightly, 


other 
marinette shows closed 
President 
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| ROBBINS, the Song Bird, 
ISN’T SINGING ts 
THE BLUES! 
C fhe Greatest Team 
Amusement World . 
LEO, the Happy Lion, 
ROBBINS, the Song Bind | 
The entire song industry stands in amazed _ 
admiration as Robbins delivers oer 
ONE HIT AFTER ANOTHER! bac 
WHEN THE MOON COMES OVER = 
THE MOUNTAIN on 
I’M THRU WITH LOVE om 
AND NOW— | | “ 
the song we knew was sure-fire spe 
LAWRENCE TIBBETT’S FILM AND CONCERT SENSATION 3 
CUIBAN LOVE SONG ss: 
Words and Music by HERBERT STOTHART, JIMMY McHUGH and DOROTHY FIELDS 
FOR 1932-WATCH THESE! i rad 
JUST FRIENDS THERE’S SOMETHING IN YOUR EYES Wi] fe 
The Most Talked of Songin Years The New European Song Craze to 
ARTHUR PIANTADOSI BILLY CHANDLER ve 
General Professional Manager Director -Radio Activities . ae 
5 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE : NEW YORK, N. Y. j 





















































